
A Time For Every Season
FEBRUARY 2022

     I give thanks for the leadership of Sharon Church. In 
January, your Elders met for a Session Retreat. These 
days “being together” for a retreat means flexibility, 
Zoom, physical distancing and patience! However, our 
time together allowed me to begin hearing their stories 
and their vision for Sharon Church. During this time of 
transition, we will build on the strong foundation al-
ready in place and embrace the future with new insight. 
     

     I am also enjoying getting to know 
Sharon’s talented staff members who have offered a 
steady and faithful presence during so many transitions 
over the past year. They are gifted, attentive, and dedi-
cated to living out God’s vision here.  
     Thanks be to God for Sharon’s leaders who offer: in-
novative ideas, faithful discernment, inspiring creativity, 
sound wisdom, quick laughter, heart-felt prayers, deep 
commitment, love for neighbor, and the courage to lead 
the church of Jesus Christ in this new season. I hope you 
will find time to thank your Session and staff for their 
faithful leadership.
     The Book of Ecclesiastes reminds us that there is a 
time for every season under heaven. Today we put our 
trust in the faithfulness of our Lord to guide us into 
the new season that await us. Join me in prayer for the 
Session and staff as they lead the church in these days. 
I hope you will find ways to offer your gifts and talents 
and join in serving Christ in this place.  
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AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Morning Song Sunday Worship Service - Sundays, 
8:30am, Chapel
The Morning Song service is a more contemporary type 
worship with wonderful acoustic music from the most 
talented musicians in town. This service is offered in 
addition to the 10:30am worship service. If you have 
any questions about either service, please contact the 
church office 704-553-0869.

Traditional Sunday Worship Service - Sundays, 
10:30am, In-person and Livestreamed
Indoor Worship service will be livestreamed on our 
YouTube channel for those of you that consider your-
self ‘at-risk’, feel ill, have been recently diagnosed with 
COVID-19, or not yet comfortable with worshiping 
inside. Like and subscribe.

Children’s Worship - Sunday Worship for children Ages 3 
and Up
All children 3 and up are invited to a special worship 
time in the Price Outreach Center. Ms. Kim, Mrs. Bar-
nette, and Ms. Stephenie will lead the children there 
right after the Children’s Sermon, and parents/guard-
ians can meet them in the Outreach center after the 
sanctuary service ends. For information, contact Sara 
Hart at sarabhart@outlook.com.

Church World Service Blanket Sale - January 30th, Feb-
ruary 6th, and February 13th after the 10:30 am worship 
services, Narthex 
Help make this a Happy Valentine’s honoring YOUR 
someone special. What a great gift of love that helps 
bring genuine lasting change to those who need it. The 
CWS Blankets program brings forth a hope-filled tomor-
row. These blankets help support victims of floods or 
fires, homeless shelter guests and migrant workers, by 
providing warmth, protection, and comfort. Your sup-
port truly makes a difference in the lives of children and 
families the world over. If you would like to purchase a 
blanket online, visit https://onrealm.org/SharonPresby-
ter/-/form/give/now.

SPC Red Cross Blood Drive – February 20th, 8:30am-
1:00pm, Charles Little Gym
The Red Cross is experiencing “the worst blood shortage 
in over a decade” (Charlotte Observer January 14, 2022). 
At times, there has been less than a one-day supply of 
critical blood types. Next month, we will have an oppor-
tunity to give blood here at Sharon Presbyterian. Other 
drives this year will be held on May 15th, August 14th, 
and November 6th. If you are eligible, please consider 
giving at one of our drives or at another in the commu-
nity. For more information, email RedCrossBlood.org, 
call 1-800-733-2767, or email Letty Latta at llatta6919@
aol.com.

2022 offering envelopes are now available for pick up 
in the church office. The envelopes are arranged alpha-
betically. If you cannot find your box, please note on the 
sheet provided. If you have a box and do not want the 
box, please also note on the sheet. As the new year be-
gins, please be sure to discard your old box. Remember 
that offering envelopes are not required for your giving 
record. Your check in the offering plate is recorded the 
same as an envelope. If you have any questions, please 
contact Claire Wilson, Financial Officer, at clairew@
sharonpcusa.org or 704-553-0869 ext. 201.

Saved the Date: VBS - Monday, June 13th thru Friday, 
June 17th, 9:00am – 12:30pm, SPC campus
We hope you’ll join us as we go on a MONUMENTAL 
adventure “out west,” in which participants will explore 
God’s love for all of us and participate in God’s faithful-
ness in Christ as we journey down the rocky, dusty road 
that lies ahead. If you have any questions in the mean-
time, please contact VBS Director Lauren Wheatley at 
lauren.c.wheatley@gmail.com. We hope to see you this 
summer!
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GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

A Reflection in Preparation for Ash Wednesday
     Lament is 

a strange 
thing. It 
seems to 
belong 
in a dis-
tant time, 
with folks 
crying into 
shawls, 

black arm bands, and people wailing in the streets. 
Nowadays, that sort of behavior, whether corporate or 
individual, is called “whining,” or “complaining,” or “at-
tention-seeking,” or worse. But lament is central in the 
Bible, and has been central in Christian worship since 
the earliest days of the church.
     The Psalter is the primary model for prayer and wor-
ship in the Bible, and Psalms of lament make up approx-
imately one third of the Psalter, so following scripture, 
we would regularly participate in this ancient act of 
lament. But in our contemporary haste to solve every-
thing and leave nothing incomplete, we’ve disregarded 
this ancient practice—and the Bible where it’s attested. 
This has left us with lots of language to celebrate the 
good times in prayer and worship, but very little lan-
guage at all for when times are tough, when celebration 
is pointless, or even harmful.
     Imagine if, after our dog died, a friend walked up and 
said, “Don’t be sad! All dogs go heaven!” While it may be 
true, it’s not helpful in the moment of loss and makes 
things worse, because not only did we lose our beloved 
dog—apparently our friend doesn’t care and just wants 
us to shut up about it. In that moment, what we need 
is a shoulder to cry on, someone who’s present, and 
listens, and isn’t trying to solve our sadness like it’s a 
problem.
     But in our world, when people express their sadness, 
our culture—and often our church—tells them, “Don’t 
be sad! We all go to heaven when we die! Turn that 
frown upside down!” The theology behind this attitude 
is profoundly unbiblical. For instance, Psalm 22 begins, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Right 

out of the gate, the psalmist laments that life sometimes 
sucks, and there’s no sense pretending it doesn’t. There-
in lies the strange logic of lament: By acknowledging 
that things aren’t going so well, that there’s not much to 
celebrate at present, new possibilities are opened in our 
midst by the Spirit of Christ who suffers with us. After 
all, Jesus utters these very words on the cross before 
he dies—a sign of Emmanuel, God-with-us, if there ever 
was one!
     There’s nothing wrong with celebrating the good 
times—and letting that celebration be reflected in our 
prayer and worship. But there’s something very wrong 
with trying to fit all prayer and worship into the catego-
ry of celebration. Lament, according to Walter Bruegge-
mann, is the expression of pain, grief, dismay, and anger 
that life is not good; it’s a refusal to settle for things as 
they are; it’s an assertion of hope in the midst of suffer-
ing, not despite it. We get to participate in this strange 
and beautiful practice of lament.
     On Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, at 6:30pm in the 
sanctuary, we’ll gather for a service of lament, in which 
we’ll plea with God, submit our complaint for the mess 
we’re in, ask God to help us, and thank God in antic-
ipation of the help we’ll receive. The strange logic of 
lament is that in the very act of lamenting what’s wrong 
with the world, we’re refusing to accept it as the end of 
the story and admitting our need for help, even as we 
acknowledge God’s help might not come in the ways we 
expect. I hope you’ll join us for this special service!
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

Loving Our Neighbors in Christ
     A rainy mid-December Saturday 
evening could not drench the love 
and care of this congregation as we 
collected 778 pounds of non-per-
ishable food items and $220 in cash 
donations for our local food pantry, 
Loaves and Fishes! What a special 
way to love our neighbors in Christ 
who were facing food insecurity in 
and around the Christmas holidays. 
In grateful appreciation, we received 
the following email from our friends 
at Loaves and Fishes.  
     “Wow! Your donation of 778 
pounds will go a long way to feed our 
neighbors in need. Experiencing a 
pandemic, the past few months have 
been trying for all of us, as we navi-
gate through this time to the best of 

our abilities. Our staff, volunteers, 
donors, and partners keep showing 
up, day after day, serving in any way 
possible to take care of neighbors who 
need us. This team effort allowed us 
to serve over 120,000 neighbors in 
need last year!
     A Loaves & Fishes/Friendship 
Trays client, Katie, recently picked 
up food boxes to feed her family at a 
mobile pantry. “I just wanted to reach 
out and thank you. My family of 4 got 
food from you yesterday for the first 
time as CMS was closed. I literally 
cried after opening all the food. My 
daughter said her heart was filled 
with so much joy. Thank you all so 
much for helping our family during 
this hard time. We appreciate all 

you do, and I look forward to giving 
back one day.” Thanks to you, moms 
like Katie won’t have to worry about 
how to feed their children during this 
difficult time.  
     Again, thank you for thinking of 
those who work the front lines pro-
viding nutritious food for our neigh-
bors in need.”
     Watch your email for news about 
our next food drive and for more 
information about a new partner-
ship we are forming with Assist M.E., 
a non-profit organization in our 
community that takes in gently used 
medical equipment and gifts it to 
low-income, uninsured patients.

Good Christian Friends Rejoicing!
     There were lots of smiles and 
rejoicing as the members of the 
Horizon’s Sunday School Class, at 
the invitation of David Stanford, 
joined in Christmas cheer with Su-
san Cline and our church’s wonder-
ful team of Shepherds. With joy and 
care, bright red Christmas stockings 
were stuffed with all kinds of tasty, 
homemade baked goods. Then, there 
arose quite a clatter when the Foard 
family appeared with bright red 
rose buds and greenery in individual 
vases. What a gift this was for our 
members who have not been able to 
get out and about like they once did! 
     After everything was lovingly pre-
pared, the Shepherds of Sharon de-
scended, scooped up these fabulous 

gifts, fanned out across Charlotte, 
and delivered well-wishes from our 
church family. Even as visitation 
policies change over time, cards and 
phone calls are still wonderful ways 
to help keep us connected in Christ 
too. 
     The Shepherds of Sharon faith-
fully and joyfully contact home-
bound church members and others 
to listen, spread cheer, and provide 
encouragement in Christ. They also 
send cards to members who have 
moved away from Charlotte to be 
closer to their families. Shepherds 
connect with members at least 
quarterly. The time commitment 
is flexible and can be adapted to 
fit your schedule. If you would like 

to become a Shepherd or know of 
someone in our congregation who 
would appreciate having a Shepherd, 
please contact the church office at 
704-553-0869, our Shepherd Minis-
try Coordinator, Susan Cline at su-
sandcline@gmail.com, or Associate 
Pastor Ron Nelson at ron@sharonp-
cusa.org.   
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SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

SPWS Enrollment for Fall of 2022
     January 
and Febru-
ary mark the 
enrollment 
season for 
most pre-
schools in 

the Charlotte area. As we continue 
to navigate the COVID pandemic, 
the preschool demographic con-
tinues to look a little different in 
our community this year. Instead of 
in person tours during the school 
day to see the inner workings of 
our program, parents signed up to 
attend a group tour to walk through 
our facility after school hours on 
select days in January. They were 
emailed all our documentation and 
watched a virtual tour video from 
2021 before attending the Open 
House. In the first week back after 

the holidays, we had 4 families who 
toured our facility and have several 
more scheduled over the next few 
weeks. 
     February 1st marked the day of 
open enrollment for all currently 
enrolled families. We had a lottery 
in every age group for at least one 
class. Once all current families are 
placed, we will work through our 
new family interest. Enrollment will 
remain open until all classes are 
filled.     
     Sharon Presbyterian Weekday 
School (SPWS) is one of the area 
preschools that offers a summer 
camp. Our camp runs for 4 weeks 
in July and operates on a shortened 
school week of Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday.  We plan a variety of 
activities full of active fun. Our stu-
dents enjoy playing in the gym, on 

the playground, arts and crafts, story 
times and circle time activities. It’s 
a great way to break up the summer 
and allows our families flexibility for 
summer plans as you can select the 
weeks you would like to attend.  In 
the summer of 2021, we had so much 
interest we filled our classes with-
in a month of opening registration 
and had a waitlist through the end 
of camp. Registration for summer 
camp opens February 1st.   
     We would like to thank every 
church member for their prayers 
and support for our preschool pro-
gram for the second half of the year. 
Working through a pandemic is not 
easy but worth it. We are grateful for 
the support of everyone at Sharon 
Presbyterian Church.

Vacation Bible School 2022!
     Attention all SPC families 
with children: after a few 
years’ hiatus, we’re thrilled 
to invite you all, once again, 
to Vacation Bible School, 
Monday, June 13th thru 
Friday, June 17th, 2022, from 

9:00am – 12:30pm, on the SPC campus! We hope you’ll 
join us as we go on a MONUMENTAL adventure “out 
west,” in which participants will explore God’s love for 
all of us and participate in God’s faithfulness in Christ as 
we journey down the rocky, dusty road that lies ahead.
     As Presbyterians we believe God is uniquely revealed 
in the Bible, and as we learn about this God, we’re drawn 
into the life of Christ. At VBS, through singing, playing, 
creating, storytelling, and more, the participants will 

learn about the loving God attested in the Bible as they 
participate in that love—experiencing it and sharing it.
We’re so excited to join our church family in this spe-
cial ministry with children! As with years past, we will 
need LOTS of volunteers to help ensure the week runs 
safe and smooth. So even if you are not the parent/
guardian of a child, we hope you’ll consider volunteering 
to help in some way as an expression of the baptismal 
vows we’ve taken on behalf of these little ones and their 
families.
     Registration for children and volunteers will open 
on Tuesday, February 15th, at which point more details 
will be shared. If you have any questions in the mean-
time, please contact VBS Director Lauren Wheatley at 
lauren.c.wheatley@gmail.com. We hope to see you this 
summer!
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SUPPORT SERVE

Faith, Hope, and Love
     Faith, hope, and love are powerful ingredients that, 
when mixed together, can change the world. Following 
God’s recipe, we recently cooked up something incred-
ible here at Sharon. You see, through a writing project, 
I met a family in need of help. They lost everything in a 
house fire in New Jersey and spent their savings to move 
to Charlotte, only to find themselves homeless after 
their living situation didn’t work out. That meant that, 
during the height of the pandemic and with seven kids 
ages 1 - 15 in tow, they had to navigate shelter care and 
try to find work in a city they didn’t know. 
     Luckily, the dad found a job because the family 
wound up moving into a hotel room to avoid being split 
into multiple shelters several months ago. That’s where 
they were living when we crossed paths - nine people 
crammed into one dingy hotel room that they paid more 
than $500 a week to keep. They were barely scraping 
by and saw no way out of their situations because there 
was no money left to save.
     I couldn’t get the family off my mind. It just seemed 
wrong that they earned enough money to pay for an 
apartment yet were stuck paying even more for a hotel. 
So, I shared the story with a few folks at church and 
asked the open-ended question, “What can we do?” 
Though none of us knew at the time exactly how the 
answer would unfold, we knew one thing for sure - we 
were being called to help. 
     

     As news of this family spread, so did a faith, hope, and 
love-fueled fire to support them. Led in large part by 
the Horizons Sunday School class, but also supported 

by Covenant-Westminster and various church mem-
bers, we raised enough money to pay for apartment 
applications, the rental deposit, and the first month’s 
rent. Amen! That alone is life-changing, but we didn’t 
stop there. Church members wanted to furnish the new 
space, so - in record time - we collected hundreds of 
items big and small, and delivered them to their place so 
that they could feel at home on day one. Amen! But we 
didn’t stop there, either. Another church member shared 
the story with her office, and they decided to adopt the 
family for Christmas. They bought presents, filled stock-
ings, and even equipped them with a small tree for the 
kids to decorate. Double amen! But there’s still more. 
Another church member delivered a holiday meal box so 
that the family could enjoy a long-awaited home-cooked 
meal on Christmas. Amen and pass the butter! 
     And we’re still not done. The Horizons class con-
tinues to collect pantry items for bi-weekly delivery. 
Another church member helped the husband land a job 
closer to home so that he didn’t have to rely on his van, 
which continues to break down, to get him to work. We 
have folks reaching out to mechanics to see if we can 
understand the cost of repairs, and I have no doubt God 
will lead us in the right direction there too. 
     Though the past two years have forced many things 
to change, one thing that hasn’t wavered is the heart of 
our congregation. Dollars alone couldn’t do what we just 
accomplished for a family that most people had never 
even met - that requires faith, hope, and love. 
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CHURCH LIFE

Sharon Presbyterian Historical NoteRemember in Prayer
REMEMBER IN PRAYER: In the hospital: John Hous-
ton; at home: Martha Jane Thomas, Gene Manning, Don 
Raper, David Wilson, Marguerite Muse, Sandra Cochell, 
Dennis Grills, Mark Hutton, Mike Spainhour (South-
minster Health Care), Naomi Poffenbarger, Josie Tiller 
(Home/Novant Main), Chris Price, Our Homebound 
Members, John Thompson (Tim and Sarah Brown’s 
brother-in-law), Angela, John, and Ben Herman (Ralph 
and Notra McNatt’s family), Jeremy and Luta Gar-
bat-Welch (PCUSA Missions in Malawi), Our Mission 
Partners in Peru, Chenoa Stock and José Luis Claure 
(PCUSA Missions in Peru), and Frank Dimmock (Africa 
Missions/The Outreach Foundation). 
The prayer list is reset on the first Sunday of each 
month. To submit or resubmit a prayer request, please 
contact Rev. Ron Nelson at ron@sharonpcusa.org. By 
request, prayer concerns may remain private and will 
not appear in the published list.

In Memoriam:
Robert “Bob” C. Nadler

January 11, 2022
Yvonne Smoak Nadler

January 18, 2022
Deepest sympathy is expressed to the Nadler family.

Deepest sympathy is extended to Frances Furr in the 
death of her sister, Susanne Robicsek, who died on 

January 15, 2022. 

Deepest sympathy is extended to Amanda Knepp in the 
death of her father, Jim Cafferty, who died on 

January 17, 2022. 

Congratulations!
Davis and Jennifer Riser in the birth of a daughter, 

Emerson Susan Riser, 
who was born on January 8, 2022.

     Want to know what was the largest gathering ever 
on the Sharon Church campus? Fall Festival? No. A 
Presbytery meeting? No. The largest gathering was 
when the Sharon Church campus played host to the 
Mecklenburg County picnic sponsored by the county 
Farm Bureau on a Wednesday in August 1923. A very 
yellowed copy of a Charlotte Observer article in our 
archives indicates that between 2,500 and 3,000 men, 
women and children were in attendance from all over 
the county and from neighboring counties and from 
South Carolina in an article titled “Sharon Picnic Great 
Success”.
     The festivities were opened at 11:00am with prayer 
by our minister, Rev. Charles Little. Presiding over the 
event was Mr. Lee Phillips, President of the Sharon 
Men’s Club. There were two speakers. One was Mrs. 
Thomas Bickett of Raleigh, widow of a former governor 
and “distinguished as a welfare worker”.  The second 
speaker was O. Max Gardner, a lawyer and politician 
who would be elected governor of North Carolina in 
1929. Gardner was a graduate of NC State, where he 
was captain of the football team. He then graduated 
from the UNC School of Law and was captain of the 
Tarheel football team, the only man who has ever cap-
tained both those teams!  
     After the speeches, the Rock Hill band played and 
then those in attendance swooped down on the two 
long tables laden with food brought by the attendees. 
The food sounds exactly like what we see at gatherings 
today: barbecue, chicken, ham, deviled eggs, relishes, 
cakes and pies. The people enjoyed eating and visiting 
with one another under the trees of our campus. It 
would have been nice if photographs had been taken!
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February Birthdays 
 

1 Burgin Hardin, Bill Moorefield, Jenny 

Thompson, Bob Young 

2 Dave Latta 

3 Charles DeLucia, Lillie McAfee, Brittany 

Mercado, David Tang, Mack Tiller, Drew 

Whitley 

4 Ralph Jenkinson, Carolyn Raper, 

Michael Smith 

5 Charles Alley, Ann West 

6 Kate Jones, Jerry Kiser, Matt Mackey, 

Parker Thomas 

7 Ansley Bombien, Bryant Jackson 

8 Dina Mueller 

9 Emily Hinds, Van Martin 

10 Andrea Davis, Claire Wilson, Kennedy 

Hulighan 

11 Kai Martin 

12 Sharon Altenburg, Margo Cornetta, 

Brett Dunn, Susan Gagnon, Cole 

Howard,, David Williamson 

13 Marcy Doak, Jerry Holton 

14 Elizabeth Nelli, Jim Stawski 

15 Greg Lewis, Brandon Stanford, David 

Wade 

16 Owen Ennis, Mable Lockwood 

 

17 Amanda Boelke, Will Tibbals 

18 Lee Davis, Dani Davis, Travis Doak, 

Davison Gosney, Shelby Henke, Scott 

Koeniger, Whitaker McManus, Jim 

Peterson, Juanette Thomas,  Bob 

Zellinski 

19 Grace Hogan, Lloyd Rader, Ashlyn 

Wheatley 

20 Ava Bagyi, Mary Helen Bode, Steve 

Ferber, Marcia Henderson 

21 Karen Earnhardt, Jack McGinn, Ralph 

McNatt, Brian Raper 

22 Max Brewer, Suzie Busby, Jake Ferber, 

Mary Eva Gibson, Allison Stawski 

23 Ron Nelson 

24 Kathy Stultz 

25 Gen Lee, Kate Lee, Matthew McNeill 

26 Bette Beaty, Chris Buchanan, Christine 

Dawson, Lucy Koeniger, Sarah Kromer, 

Kristina Shableski, Amy Smith, Cheng 

Vang, Andrew Welton 

27 Ellen Houpt, Leigh Mays 

29 Maris Adams, Thomas Parker 

 
February Anniversaries 
 7  Bobbie and Joe White 
 9  Kathy and Richard Stultz 
 11  Sherrie and Paul O’Donnell 
 14  Ashley and Rick Schlieper 
 16 Natalie and Ed Nesbitt 
 20 Lee and Ray Shrum 
 21 John and Carolyn Nowaczewski  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Gifts In Memory and in Honor of Loved Ones: 

In Honor of David Tang, by John Tutwiler 

In Memory of Marguerite and US Allee, by Bonnie and Mike Barker 

In Memory of Ron Ledford, by Mike McGarity 

In Memory of Louise Miller, by Presbyterian Women Circle #7 

In Memory of Bert Nelli, by Presbyterian Women Circle #7 

In Memory of Bob Nadler, by Robin and Jim Tosco and Willa Fearrington 

In Memory of Isabelle Stanford, by Mike McGarity 




