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     Lord of Creation, create in us a 
new rhythm of life, composed of hours 
that sustain rather than stress, of 
days that deliver rather than destroy, 
of time that tickles rather than tack-
les. To our packed full planners, we 
bid, “Peace!” To our over caffeinated 
consciences, we say, “Cease!” To our 
suffocating selves, Lord grant release.
     This prayer invites us into the 
season of Lent, a time of reflection, 
self-examination, and preparation 
for Easter. Lent encourages an 
intentional change of pace, shift in 
priorities and attention to spiritu-
al practices such as prayer. Jesus 
models for us the importance of 
prayer as he pulls away from the 
crowds and makes room for silence 
and holy conversation. Our busy 

daily rhythms often leave little room 
to nurture our faith. We are left with 
only a few exhausted moments to 
communicate with God. And yet it 
is those very moments, consciously 
spent in prayer, that allows a new 
rhythm of life to be created. Lent is 
an opportune time for us to embrace 
a healthy prayer life that will ground 
our identity as Jesus’ followers. Our 
ability to listen and be nurtured by 
God allows our days to be ones that 
sustain rather than stress. Prayer 
can be as simple as sitting in silence 
and paying attention to our breath, 
giving thanks to God for the gift of 
life. At other times it can involve 
reading a psalm out loud or repeat-
ing a phrase from scripture such as 
“I have called you by name, you are 

mine.” (Isaiah 43:1) God loves to be in 
conversation with us as we express 
our gratitude, our hopes and our 
fears.  
     May you find a healthy and faith-
ful rhythm of prayer in your day, 
your week, perhaps in this very hour.  
Be still, and know that God is with 
you.
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AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Morning Song Sunday Worship Service - Sundays,
8:30am, Chapel
The Morning Song service is a more contemporary type
worship with wonderful acoustic music from the most
talented musicians in town. This service is offered in
addition to the 10:30am worship service. If you have 
any questions about either service, please contact the 
church office 704-553-0869.

Traditional Sunday Worship Service - Sundays,
10:30am, In-person and Livestreamed
Indoor Worship service will be livestreamed on our
YouTube channel for those of you that consider yourself
‘at-risk’, feel ill, have been recently diagnosed with 
COVID-19, or not yet comfortable with worshiping in-
side. Like and subscribe.

Children’s Worship - Sunday Worship for children Ages 3
and Up
All children 3 and up are invited to a special worship
time in the Price Outreach Center. Ms. Kim, Mrs. Bar-
nette, and Ms. Stephenie will lead the children there
right after the Children’s Sermon, and parents/guard-
ians can meet them in the Outreach center after the
sanctuary service ends. For information, contact Sara
Hart at sarabhart@outlook.com.

Next Step Gatherings for Newcomers (and No-So-New-
comers) - Sundays, March 6th (via Zoom) and March 20th 
(in person in the Chapel); 3:00 – 4:30pm 
Interested in becoming a member of Sharon Presbyteri-
an Church? Then, we invite you to “Take the Next Step” 
and come to a Next Steps Gathering. On March 6th, 
enjoy an online meet and greet time with our pastors via 
Zoom and learn more about what Presbyterians believe. 
On March 20th, we will gather in the Chapel for an 
in-person opportunity to find out how to get involved 
in the life of the church and to take a campus tour. For 
more information or to RSVP for a Next Steps Gather-
ing, contact Rev. Ron Nelson at 704-553-0869 or ron@
sharonpcusa.org.

Vacation Bible School 2022 - June 13th-17th, 9:00am 
12:30pm, entire campus 
We hope you’ll join us as we go on a MONUMENTAL 
adventure “out west,” in which participants will explore 
God’s love for all of us and participate in God’s faith-
fulness in Christ as we journey down the rocky, dusty 
road that lies ahead. VBS registration is now open! Visit 
sharonpcusa.org/events to register. Children must be 4 
by August 1st 2022. If you have children attending VBS 
and you VOLUNTEER, the price of registration for that 
child is half price. Volunteers with child visit sharonp-
cusa.org/events. If you have any questions, please con-
tact VBS Director Lauren Wheatley at lauren.c.wheat-
ley@gmail.com. We hope to see you this summer!

Volunteers needed for Vacation Bible School 2022! 
This year’s VBS will take place from June 13th-17th and 
as with all successful programs, volunteers are needed! 
Visit sharonpcusa.org/events to register to volunteer. 
We need energetic adults of all ages to volunteer as 
Crew Leaders for VBS. Volunteers will be asked to lead 
crews through interactive stations throughout the week 
of VBS. This is a wonderful way to get involved, meet fel-
low church members, and have a meaningful impact on 
children of our community. Please consider signing up 
today! If you have any questions, contact VBS Director 
Lauren Wheatley at lauren.c.wheatley@gmail.com. We 
hope to see you this summer!

Are you ready for some softball? Springtime is coming, 
and that means it’s time to sign up for Sharon Presby-
terian Church’s Men’s Softball Team. The cost is $55 
per player, and games are played on Monday and Friday 
evenings in June, July, and early August. Many of the 
games are played on our own field. Players must be at 
least 18 years old. The deadline to sign up is May 1st. For 
questions or to sign up, contact Keith Mason at mason-
hk789@gmail.com or 704-458-7813.
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GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Lent in a Time of Change
     So, every year for Lent, I research some question 
about the period from Ash Wednesday to Easter in the 
hopes of deriving some new inspiration about how I 
might approach the season in both my personal walk 
with Christ as well as in worship planning at Sharon 
Presbyterian. This year, I decided to learn why the dates 
change every year, and what I discovered was both en-
lightening and inspiring.

     
     After more time than I care to admit, I figured out 
that to determine the date for Easter, one must: 
1)  Remember that the Church spring equinox is always 
on March 21st. NOTE: the actual spring equinox (when 
day and night are of equal length in the spring) vacillates 
between March 19-21, but in 1582, the church fixed the 
date to March 21.
2)  Look up the date of the Paschal full moon, which 
is the first full moon after the Church spring equinox. 
“Paschal” comes from the Jewish “Pesach” – the name 
for the Jewish Passover. It literally means to “skip,” 
“omit,” or “pass over”. Over time, Paschal also became 
related to Easter.
3)  Determine the Sunday on or immediately after the 
Paschal full moon, and you’ve got the date for Easter. In 
2022, the Paschal full moon is April 16th, which makes 
Easter April 17th.
Or…one could just Google it.
     This formula was adopted by the First Council of 
Nicaea in 325 A.D, and while other formulas have been 
tried, most churches follow this one. Others, like the 
Eastern Orthodox Church, do not.

     While learning how Easter’s date is determined, I was 
most struck by the fact that Easter’s date is determined 
by events I rarely notice, namely the subtle and grad-
ual ebb and flow of the sun and moon (except on that 
painful Sunday when Daylight Savings Time kicks in). I 
also realized that I often fail to experience and appreci-
ate other changes around me, whether large or small, as 
gifts from God.
     So, you may ask, how will my newfound knowledge 
about the changing date of Easter affect me during 
Lent? Besides my annual pledge to give up the same bad 
habits I didn’t give up last year, I intend to take more 
time to understand and enjoy the changes God has or-
dained for me, especially changes that I may find sad or 
unpleasant. As a worship leader, I also eagerly anticipate 
the changes that God has in store for us through Julie 
Bird’s ministry and leadership. The choir will take a tiny 
step back from its past role during Lent, as Julie pro-
claims Christ’s word in different and perhaps innovative 
ways. Some changes in worship may be “dramatic,” but 
others may be as subtle as the waxing moon. 
     My hope and prayer is that Christ will guide us to no-
tice, appreciate and embrace change, just as we do every 
year when Easter changes its date.
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

Next Step Gatherings
     As part of our ministry of hospitality in Christ, we 
invite you to “Take the Next Step!” Come to a Next Steps 
Gathering and enjoy an online meet and greet time with 
our pastors and learn more about what Presbyterians 
believe. We will also have an in-person opportunity to 
find out how to get involved in the life of the church and 
to take a campus tour. These are wonderful opportu-
nities to meet other newcomers and maybe even some 
not-so-newcomers.  
     Sunday, March 6th; 3 - 4:30 pm; via Zoom (link 
provided when you RSVP). Coffee with the Clergy and 
Presbyterians 101: Grab a cup of coffee in the comfort of 
your own home and get to know our pastors in a casual 
online gathering. Feel free to ask any burning questions 
you may have about the church and its many ministries. 
Also,  what is exactly is a Presbyterian, and what do 
Presbyterians believe? No prior knowledge is assumed, 
and questions are always welcomed.

     Sunday, March 20th; 3 - 4:30 pm; in person in the 
Chapel . Serving at Sharon and Campus Tour: How is 
Sharon Church organized, and how do I find a place 
to serve and feel a sense of belonging? Several of our 
elders will be present to help guide you and to provide 
their insights. Then, join us for a campus tour. Did you 
know that we have a brand-new outreach center, a sem-
inary, a counseling center, a weekday school program, 
and a ball field on our campus? Wear some comfortable 
walking shoes. 
     For more information or to RSVP for the Next Steps 
Gathering, contact Rev. Ron Nelson at 704-553-0869 
or ron@sharonpcusa.org. And, be sure to check out our 
church’s Facebook and Instagram pages for more infor-
mation about our many ministries and upcoming events. 
We hope you will take the Next Step with us in Christ!

Souper Bowl of Caring
     Of the 1.1 million people who 
live in Mecklenburg County, over a 
tenth of them live in a condition of 
food insecurity. That means that as 
we sit down to eat tonight, there 
are approximately 150,000 folks in 
and around Charlotte who either 
won’t have dinner, or if they do that 
dinner will not be filling or nutri-
tious. Sometimes it’s hard to know 
what we can do in the midst of such 
injustice. We know we can’t unilat-
erally feed every person in Mecklen-
burg County—but we do, from time 
to time, have an opportunity to do 
something about it.
     Recently our youth group partic-
ipated in the Souper Bowl of Caring, 
an annual event aimed at eradicating 
hunger. The Super Bowl is tradition-

ally a time when folks gather togeth-
er and share good food with friends 
and family, and the Souper Bowl of 
Caring piggy-backs off this cultural 
event, focusing on sharing our food 
and resources with our neighbors 
who need them. On two consecu-
tive Sundays, February 6th and 13th, 
members of our youth group held 
soup pots and collected monetary 
donations after both services.
     We’re thrilled to report that, over 
two Sundays, thanks to the incredi-
ble generosity of this congregation, 
we raised $1,718.96! All the money 
raised will go to Loaves and Fishes, 
where it will be used by food banks, 
soup kitchens, and meal programs 
across Mecklenburg County, helping 
to feed our hungry neighbors. It’s 

easy to imagine we can’t do anything 
about the problems we see around 
us—problems like hunger and food 
insecurity. But God calls us to faith-
fulness all the same, as co-workers 
with God in Christ, to serve our 
neighbors in whatever ways we can, 
big or small. Thank you all for your 
faithfulness—to our youth and to our 
neighbors in need!
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SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

Confirmation Class 2022
     Who was Jesus? Who IS Jesus? 
Who is God? Where is God? Where 
does God live? And the Holy Spirit? 
For 13 Sharon Presbyterian youth, 
these questions and more are at the 
forefront of monthly discussions as 
part of the 2022 Confirmation Class.
     Taught by youth director Matt 
Moorman with support from veter-
an youth advisors Megan Talley and 
Tim Brown, the class is designed to 
introduce each participant to the 
history of the Presbyterian denom-
ination and the foundations of our 
faith while challenging them to 
seek answers to the many questions 
which are bound to arise.
     The class seeks to equip them 
with the tools to explore their many 
questions. To that end, confirmands 
spend time exploring the Book of 
Order, the Book of Confessions and, 

most importantly, the Bible.
     All the while, confirmands are 
preparing their personal faith state-
ments, a public profession of what 
they believe as they endeavor to join 
the Sharon Presbyterian congrega-
tion.
     The 2022 class began at the start 
of the school year and is comprised 
of the traditional eighth graders 
and thanks to Covid-19, a few ninth 
graders. Since the start, confirmands 
have navigated through a series 
of modules dealing with, but not 
limited to theology, history, of both 
Sharon and the church as a whole, 
and church government.
     While much is done and accom-
plished in the class-like setting, it 
is not all lectures and Bible study. 
Confirmands are treated to an 
extensive tour of the Sharon Pres-

byterian campus including a spirited 
walk through with our own histori-
an, Susan Grills. Already they have 
visited St. Gabriel Catholic Church 
and Elevation. Still ahead are visits 
to Temple Bethel, Caldwell Presby-
terian, and the Islamic Society of 
Charlotte.
     Confirmands have teamed up 
with mentors as another important 
element on their journey. The men-
tors are chosen by each confirmand 
and are there to provide guidance 
and feedback for any questions they 
may have. Mentors act as anoth-
er guide on their faith journey - a 
journey that takes them to a session 
examination in early May and, if they 
choose, a public profession of faith 
on Youth & Confirmation Sunday 
slated for May 15th.

Through the Lens of a Preschool
     March of 2020 was supposed to be a two week pause, 
to love the neighbor, stay home and stop the spread. Yet, 
here we are, two years later, with COVID as present as 
ever in our everyday lives.   
     Over the last two years, we have adapted to every sit-
uation as best we could at SPWS. We returned with our 
students in person in July of 2020. We operated through 
the 2020-21 school year in person while following the 
ever-changing guidelines. We hired additional staff to 
provide a distance learning class for staff children as 
their school year operated in remote. COVID knows no 
boundaries and while we have families who have been 
impacted, we are grateful for their recoveries. We loved 
them through their illness, delivering meals and check-
ing in throughout their quarantine. Our parents were 
compassionate, kind, and supportive as they adhered 
to our policies, periodic quarantines, and constant 
reminders to keep our bubbles small so we could keep 
our doors open. We worked together to book vaccine 

appointments for our teachers who wanted them.   
We rejoiced in July of 2021 when masks were optional 
in our school for all ages. As we ended our summer, we 
prepared for what we hoped would be a more “normal” 
year. None of us could have imagined Delta, followed 
by Omicron. The COVID fatigue in a school setting 
can be overwhelming at times. This fall, we have had 
continued quarantines as the virus continues to evade 
even the best guidelines and procedures. Through this 
latest surge, we have kept our doors open to all who are 
healthy and able to attend. We transitioned from provid-
ing COVID meals to delivering at home COVID tests to 
our families who weren’t able to find testing. We greet 
children and their families with big hello’s, hugs, and a 
smile (behind our masks) when they return. While we 
long for the “normal” we once had in 2019, we continue 
to do our best to love our community and put one foot 
in front of the other.   
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SUPPORT SERVE

Girl Scout Brownie Troop 1460
        Brownie Girl Scouts 
from Troop 1460 meet at the 
church monthly. These are 
2nd and 3rd graders who at-
tend Beverly Woods Elemen-
tary, Olde Providence Ele-
mentary, Sharon Elementary, 
and the Charlotte Lab School. 
They are discovering so many 
new things through their time 

together, badge work, product sales, and community in-
volvement. Some of their badges have included learning 
about Girl Scout traditions and songs, outdoor habitats, 
fire safety, STEM careers, painting, and first aid. They 
made “sit-upons” at their first meeting this year, which 
they’ve gotten to use frequently for meetings and at a 
Songs and S’mores event. They hope to explore more of 
the outdoors this spring and go on their first camping 

experience. Most recently, the Girl Scout cookie sale 
has taken place. A new cookie was introduced this year, 
the Adventureful, which has been so popular it sold out! 
They each participated and have learned important skills 
about goal setting, communication, entrepreneurship, 
and money management. You may have even seen some 
of the girls selling cookies at the basketball games held 
at Sharon Presbyterian. They will also be assisting at 
the services on March 13th for Girl Scout Sunday. This 
corresponds with when the founder of Girl Scouts, Ju-
liette Gordon Low, organized her first troop meeting on 
March 12, 1912. The girls want to thank Sharon Presbyte-
rian for letting them use their space to gather together, 
connect in the community, and build lasting skills and 
friendships. If you would like to learn more about be-
coming a Girl Scout, contact Robin Dicker at dickerfami-
ly2012@gmail.com.

         On February 6th, Scouts 
from Sharon Presbyterian Cub 
Scout Pack #34 and Boy Scout 
Troop #34 joined scouts from 
across Mecklenburg County as 
they participated in the annu-
al Scouting for Food campaign 
benefiting Loaves & Fishes. Last 
year this campaign resulted in the 
collection of 346,000 pounds of 

food providing approximately 25% of the total annual 
food collection for Loaves & Fishes. The Pack and the 
Troop wish to thank the members of Sharon Presbyteri-
an for their contributions of food items and for allowing 
the church parking lot to be used as one of nine collec-
tion centers located throughout Mecklenburg County. 
The scouts look forward to sharing the numbers for this 
year’s collection as they are finalized.
     Scouting is alive and doing well at Sharon. Cub Scout 
Pack #34 has 40 scouts with six dens for youth ages 

Kindergarten through 6th grade. The Pack participates 
in monthly hike/bike events and serves their community 
by adopting a highway for litter removal. Troop #34 has 
26 scouts and will celebrate its 64th anniversary in 2022. 
The troop enjoys monthly camping trips. Recent trips 
include fly fishing, snow skiing, and backpacking. The 
troop also attends overnight scout camp for a week each 
summer. The troop’s primary fundraiser is its annual 
Christmas tree sale.
     On January 12th, church member Wills Koeniger 
completed the requirements to become the troop’s 126th 
Eagle Scout. The troop and church congratulate Wills on 
earning scouting’s highest rank.
     If you would like to learn more about scouting at Sha-
ron, please contact the church office at office@sharonp-
cusa.org or member, Robin Shealy at shealyrobin@gmail.
com. 

Scouting at Sharon Presbyterian

Songs and S’mores

Scouts Ski Trip
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CHURCH LIFE

Sharing CommitteeRemember in Prayer
REMEMBER IN PRAYER: in the hospital: Susan Alley, 
Mark Hutton; recently discharged from the hospital: 
Ralph McNatt, Thelma Porter (Wellmore of Tega Cay); at
home: Eric Morse, Elgerine Elliott (Sharon Towers 
Health Care), Elaine Eichler, John Houston, Charlotte 
Jenkins, Martha Jane Thomas, Don Raper, David Wilson, 
Carol Ann Allen, Sandra Cochell, Dennis Grills, Naomi 
Poffenbarger, Josie Tiller (Home/Novant Main), Chris 
Price, Our Homebound Members, Heather McInnes 
(Liz DeNittis’ aunt; Janice MacInnes’ sister-in-law), Jim 
Cafferty (Amanda Knepp’s brother), Caroline and Chris 
Parker (Libby and Norris Parker’s daughter-in-law and 
son), John Thompson (Tim and Sarah Brown’s brother-
in-law), Angela, John, and Ben Herman (Ralph and Notra
McNatt’s family), Jeremy and Luta Garbat-Welch (PCU-
SA Missions in Malawi), Our Mission Partners in Peru, 
Chenoa Stock and José Luis Claure (PCUSA Missions in 
Peru), and Frank Dimmock (Africa Missions/The Out-
reach Foundation).

Baptism
Frances Henry Mercado, daughter of Brittany and Jeff 
Mercado, was baptized on February 13, 2022

     Each year the church’s Session approves a budget of 
expenses for the upcoming year. As with any budget, it 
is a plan that reflects each committee’s financial prior-
ities. Granted, the majority of our budgeted costs are 
“fixed,” like salaries and utilities, but we do try to fund 
optional programing and benevolence we believe is 
important.
     Simultaneously, as Session plans its expenses, the 
congregation is asked to return pledges, which become 
the basis for our revenue projection. Ideally expected 
revenue and budgeted expenses end up being similar 
amounts—giving us a balanced budget.
     This past January, the Sharing Committee realized 
that 2022 budgeted expenses went up slightly but 
pledges fell significantly. So, the Sharing Committee 
amended, and Session approved, the budgeted expens-
es by removing $50,000 of expenses. However, planned 
2022 expenses still exceed expected revenue by about 
$200,000. 
     Our expectation (hope) is that actual 2022 revenue 
will exceed the returned pledges. We will monitor this 
month to month. But we also acknowledge the reality 
that we may need to amend the budget again and re-
move some of our optional priorities.   
     We invite you to prayerfully consider making a fi-
nancial pledge to support the ministry and mission of 
Sharon Church if you have not already done so. You can 
pledge by contacting Claire Wilson in the church office 
at clairew@sharonpcusa.org or visit www.sharonpcusa.
org/giving and click on the one-time or periodic giving 
link. If you did make a financial pledge, we thank you for 
your faithful commitment to the work of Christ among 
us!
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 March 
Birthdays and Anniversaries

March Birthdays 
1 Ashley Allen, David Osowski, Donna 

Streicher, Eleanor Zellinski 
2 Henry Cooper, Janet Gilbert, Maren 

Gonzalez, Jessie Lawson 
3 Russell Ash, Andy Davis, Isabel Ferber, 

Sue Roberts 
4 Lisa Weyhrich, Eve Willette 

5 Everett Burke, Jean McDowell 

6 Henry Foard, Drew Kromer, Ty McBride, 

Lisa Nelson 

7 Jack Nowaczewski 

8 John Burgess, Blair Purser, Nancy 

Walker 

9 Taylor Dries 

10 Elgerine Elliott, Elizabeth Pickens 

11 Joanne Jenkinson, Collins Mularz, 

Harrison Mularz 

12 Susan Alley, Bailey Schafer 

13 Kurt Bombien, Kathy Casey, Gary 

Christian, Rod Holtzmuller, Maggie 

Wall, Kelly Weatherby, Bryce Worsman 

14 Sophie Michael, Cameron Privett 

15 Sam Hicks, Daniel Stanford, Ken Sumner 

17 Bryson Gordon, Tyson Mays, Rick 

Schlieper 

18 Gerard Baker, Tracy Jenkins, Ed Pickett, 

Marilyn Wright 

19 Tammy Bagyi, Jerry Curry, Warren Lapp, 

Dan Shartle 

20 Jonathan Birdwell, Will Owens, Will 

Shawver 

21 Tricia Baker, Mike McGarity, Darrell 

Shealy 

22 Paul Mickler, Battle Wall 

23 Sherry Meacham, Jill Newton 

24 Robin Harrill, Kristen Jones, Carolyn 

Ledford, Blake Marler 

25 Art Boelke, Susan Grady 

26 Charles Charnock, Connor Dilsworth, 

Martha Furr, Sophie Gonzalez 

27 Norris Parker, Glenn Shea, Preston 

Streicher 

28 Bob Nelsen, Paul Osowski, Chris Parnell, 

Adam Tibbals 

29 Candy Lee, Jake Nesbitt 

30 Blake Barnette, Mary Beaty, Christian 

Bennett, Charlie Davis, Sharon Garfield, 

Bill Mathers, Harris Milkey, Wanda 

Towler 

31 Nita Baisey, Michael Berzinis, Betty 

Johnson, Griff Kuremsky 

March Anniversaries 
1 Art and Rosemary Boelke 
2 Gloria and Bob Senn 
5 Lillie and Ken McAfee 
8 Emily and Jeff Hinds 
16 Ann and John West 
21 Dao and Will Geller 
24 Reese and Don Presson 
25 Donna and Jim Appleton 
27 Becky and John Burgess 
28 Donna and Henry Cooper, Shannon and 

Ty McBride 


