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Easter Season
This Easter Season, and the few
months that follow, may become
the most unique time in church life
in my experience as a minister. If
things continue to reopen, we have
opportunities and challenges unlike
any since the end of World War Two.
The world had changed then, the
world has changed now.
Church consultants may differ
in numbers and percentages, but as
many as one/third of our members
may never return, while many other
persons living in our community will
be seeking spiritual nurture and the
fellowship of Christian love.
In practically every year, the coming of Easter signals that our busiest
seasons in the church are about to
slow: Summer is at the door, our

members are at the beach, or the
mountains, or toting children to ball
games and swimming pools. That is
beginning to seem likely to be the
case this year, too; but many people
beyond our current church fellowship will be seeking the meaningful
attachments that a church family
can bring, and will be preparing to
latch on to when travel slows once
more.
Our Session has begun discussing
how, with prayers, dreams and planning, we can better make connections with our community and offer
supportive ministry in ways we may
never have tried before.
Our church climate will be (or
should be) like the church climate of
the congregations in Acts, inviting

and innovating according to the culture they each serve. Doubtless, we’ll
make a few mistakes, and we’ll be innovating “on the fly.” But, isn’t that a
direct connection to the roots of the
Christian church, self-discovery and
adaptation in seeking Christ’s path?

AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Indoor Worship - Sundays at 10:30am, Sanctuary (Please
make reservations).
In-person Sunday worship is back! Following our
COVID-19 guidelines, temperature checks and masks
are required for all attendees, including those who
have been vaccinated. People of all ages are welcome to
attend, depending on your comfort level and best judgment. However, if you consider yourself ‘at-risk’, feel ill
or have been recently diagnosed with COVID-19, please
join us on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5A_lMrs95XNSIpxLI7TFLA. Services includes a
Time for Young Children, but nursery services and other
children’s activities are NOT available at this time. Seating is limited, so please register ahead. Call the office for
more information.
Sunday Morning Online Worship Service - VIDEO posted on YouTube and our website. New video posted Sundays at 8:30am. Watch any time.
Our worship leaders, choir and Morning Song team
present a shortened, “made for TV” worship service,
complete with a Time with Young Children!
Lectionary Lessons: All ages of adults
VIA ZOOM - Sundays at 9:30am
This class focuses upon the Scripture Lessons scheduled
several weeks before their use in the Sunday Services.
With Dr. Blumer’s guidance, we explore the meaning and
relevance of the lessons in today’s world. To join, email
Susie Banks at marysesther@gmail.com.
Covenant-Westminster Sunday School Class: All ages
of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
Topic of study: The Evolution of the West, How Christianity Has Shaped Our Values by Nick Spencer. All
church members are invited to participate. To join,
email David Beers at dbeers22@bellsouth.net.
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Horizon Sunday School Class: All ages of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
Join us for a new two week study on “Judas Iscariot”.
Over the next couple of weeks we will seek to understand this noted betrayer of Jesus as we explore what
the bible and scholars have to say about Judas. To join,
email David Stanford at davids@hgrconstruction.com.
Mid-Week Meditation & Prayer Gathering Via ZOOM: Wednesday 4:00pm
One of our clergy will lead a time to share joys and concerns, and then pray together. To join, email Elizabeth
Burgess at elizabeth@sharonpcusa.org.

GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Light at the End of the Tunnel

When I was a senior in college, I led the a cappella
singing group the Yale Whiffenpoofs for exactly 365
days. During that year, we performed 200 times in over
25 states and 20 countries, and as you can imagine, concerts became pretty mundane. We performed rote sets,
adding new songs on a regular basis just to “keep things
fresh”.
Before COVID-19, your clergy and music ministers
presented worship in much the same way. We led you in
rote rituals, adding new sermons and music each week,
and like the Whiffenpoofs, we just assumed that the
formula worked.
But when the Coronavirus struck, we were forced to
reconsider what we presented and how it would bring
Christ into your lives. We had to dig deep and ask the
foundational questions, “what is worship?” and “how can
we still connect you to Christ?” We quickly realized that
we had to work harder than we did pre-pandemic if we
were to lead worship that fit the moment.
STAGE 1 – INNOVATION: During the early days of
the pandemic, we spent a lot of extra time and energy

tackling those questions, especially in light of the many
crises our country faced. Through extra worship planning meetings, some of which involved the entire SPC
staff, we became aware of and struggled to reconcile our
many social, theological and political differences, especially when planning several special services. In particular, our June 14 “A DIALOGUE ABOUT RACE” (https://
youtu.be/8gWn3ZuRHIc) involved weeks of staff-wide
discussions that were passionate, intense and profound.
In those early days, we rallied as an entire staff to enliven worship in new and meaningful ways.
STAGE 2 – FATIGUE: But as the summer dragged on
and the pressures from the pandemic mounted, your
worship leaders struggled to maintain our commitment
to presenting more meaningful worship. To be honest,
by late summer some of us were “phoning it in”, and attendance/viewership understandably suffered.
STAGE 3 – RESTART: In February, we began
live-streaming from the Sanctuary and viewership
picked up somewhat. In March we reopened for in-per
Continued bottom left page 7

Elementary Sunday School During Covid

In the summer of 2019, we began
the process of reinvigorating our
Elementary Sunday school program.
Our goals were to have more consistency, increased family outreach,
and a new interactive curriculum.
We were very pleased with the positive responses to our revamped program. We saw attendance increase
in the fall of 2019 and saw many of
the same eager smiling faces week
after week. As our program was
gaining traction, we were hit with
the pandemic. We saw a great need
to continue to minister to our young
children and their families even
though we could not meet in person.
We are so pleased to have found
ways to virtually minister to the

young families in our church community though our elementary
Sunday school program. The Sunday school program has adopted a
family-study model. In this model,
all family members are participants
in the exploration and inquiry of the
Bible through experimental activities, spiritual practices, and reflection. Families are able to sign-up
and receive a storybook Bible, family
activity book, and activity sheets.
Families are encouraged to join our
Google Classroom page which is
updated with lessons, videos, songs,
and interactive activities. We have
also continued to give Advent and
Lenten Calendars to our young
church families and weekday school

families to engage families during
these special times of spiritual
preparation.
Our hope is that we have helped
children and their families make
meaning for their lives during this
challenging time and claim their
spiritual identity as children of
God. We can not wait for Elementary Sunday school to meet again in
person and are excited to begin our
journey together again. Please remember to continue to pray for our
young church members and their
families. It’s not too late to join us for
elementary Sunday school! Contact
Natalie Jendron at
sharonpresbyterianss@gmail.com for
more information.
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

Taking Care of the Homeless
What a crazy year it’s been! We’ve faced trials and
tribulations we never thought imaginable – yet here we
are, with light at the end of the proverbial tunnel. Our
homeless neighbors, already on the margins of society,
have faced trials and tribulations they never thought
imaginable, either. And that’s saying a lot, considering
that – on a good day – the thought of living without secure food or shelter is enough to give most of us nightmares.
Even when the world stopped last March, homelessness did not. In fact, it increased. If ever there was
a time for local nonprofits to throw in the towel and
admit defeat, this would have been it. After all, demand
was surging, volunteers were banned, and a deadly virus
was running rampant in the community these nonprofits serve. But instead of giving up, they found a way not
only to serve, but to thrive. The creativity and compassion of Roof Above and the Salvation Army Center of
Hope have saved lives and brought renewed hope to our
most vulnerable neighbors.
Luckily, germs aren’t the only things that are contagious; passion is too. And when we learned last April
that support for our three homeless ministries, Tryon
St., Statesville Ave. and Center of Hope, was going to
need to look different during the pandemic, we quickly
adapted. Instead of making meatloaves and cake or serving stew, we dipped into our budget to cover the cost of
meals instead.
As you can imagine, paying out of pocket, without the
added boost of our amazing volunteers, quickly added
up – with monthly expenses being about 80% more than
normal. You may recall that we came to the congregation this time last year to request support, so that we
could continue this ministry during this most difficult
time. And your support was AMAZING! Your prayers and
your pocketbooks have sustained this ministry’s added
expenses for almost 12 months (can I get an AMEN?)!
We’re coming to you because we need your support
for what we truly believe will be the home stretch of this
altered time of service. If you are able, please consider
a donation of any amount. Maybe it’s the equivalent of
the cake mixes that you haven’t had to buy for the past
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several months. Maybe it’s whatever change you have in
your pocket. Maybe it’s something more. Whatever you
can give will be received with love and shared with those
who need it.
There are several ways you can give right now: go to
www.sharonpcusa.org/giving to give online; text SHARONPC to 73256; email Claire Wilson at
clairew@sharonpcusa.org to set up an automatic bank
draft; mail a check to the church office (5201 Sharon Rd.
Charlotte, NC 28210); or using the QR code below right
now! If making a special gift to our ministry with the
homeless, please earmark your donation for “Homeless
Ministry.”

On behalf of David Beers and Phyllis Acton, who truly
are the engines who have kept this train running this
past year, thank you for helping ensure that health and
hope never run out of stock!

SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

Paintball Fun!

On a crisp, sunny, Sunday afternoon a few weeks
back, a group of 14 middle and high school boys, their
friends, and adult leaders gathered for paintball at Glory
Road Paintball in Monroe. The name of the venue didn’t
disappoint—it was glorious! The high school fellas insisted on being their own team, opposite a team consisting
of the middle school boys and the adults—and this was a
decision they, of course, almost immediately regretted.
Most of all it was great to laugh, run around, and have
fun in community. It was a sign of things to come for
our youth, and our congregation, as we move closer to a
post-pandemic life together—and it was a beautiful sight!
If you are, or know of, a youth who is not connected with one of our small groups, and would like to be,
please don’t hesitate to email Matt Moorman at
mattm@sharonpcusa.org. As we move further into the
spring and summer we will be doing more activities like

paintball, and the best way to hear about and participate
in those activities is through our youth small groups.

Greater the Storm, Brighter the Rainbow

As we remember the one-year anniversary of March
13th, we are filled with so much hope at Sharon Presbyterian Weekday School (SPWS) for our future. Over the
past 11 month’s we have continued to adapt to our “new
world” to provide a loving, nurturing learning environment for our “littles”. It has been filled with challenges
and so much hope!
While this month marks the anniversary of our
two-week closure that extended through the end of
May, it also marks great moments of hope. In March,
every teacher at SPWS who wants to receive the COVID
vaccine will receive their first shot. We will all be fully
vaccinated by Easter!
It was an amazing parent who first shared the news
as soon as educators got moved up the “vaccine ladder”.
We immediately began looking for appointments for our
staff, starting with our most vulnerable. It took time and
dedication but within a few days, we had secured appointments for everyone who wanted them. With every
appointment we got, our hope grew.
We have always known the rewards were worth
the risks. Over the past year, our weekday school and
church family at Sharon have supported us every step
of the way. We ran virtual preschool through Google
Classrooms, provided craft activities through carpool

craft pick-ups, celebrated mom’s and teachers with a
mother’s day drive through, and ended our school year
with a virtual slide show. In July, we were thrilled to fill
our halls with children again, and begin to explore our
“new world”. Over the next several months, our parents
and church family supported us as we worked through
new protocols, strict sickness policies and loved everyone through COVID exposures and positive cases.
As we move into this spring season, we will continue to adapt our activities to keep everyone as safe and
healthy as possible. We have found ways to provide the
same memories and experiences while keeping our
COVID protocols in place.
We are looking forward to another amazing summer
camp filled with many voices, learning and sweet stories
of friendships for so many of our students. Our enrollment for next fall is full and we have waitlists in every
age group growing daily. As our excitement grows for
the future of our school, we are overflowing with hope
for the days, weeks and months ahead. We look forward
to continuing to make a difference in the life of a child,
every day!
Our prayer for the congregation of Sharon Presbyterian is that you will find a little bit of hope in every day
for you and your family!
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SUPPORT SERVE

Shining God’s Light By Chenoa Stock
Today, I write to you at 8,400 feet, from Cochabamba, Bolivia, my husband, José’s hometown. Like Mary
and Joseph, we were called to return home to complete
bureaucratic responsibilities. For years, José has been
in the green card application process. As with so many
things, the pandemic delayed his reaching the final step
of this process: “the interview.” In December, when we
received an interview date from the U.S. Embassy in
Bolivia, we packed our bags, put on our face shields, and
traveled to Bolivia. Like Mary and Joseph, we did not
know exactly where we would be resting our heads, nor
how long our stay would be.
Unfortunately, the estimated time of our stay has
been extended, as José’s interview was canceled in early
January due to rising COVID-19 case numbers in Bolivia.
What was meant to be Christmas and a few weeks of
‘Ordinary Time’ here has become a journey into Lent.
Our arrival was based on hope and joy, much like Jesus’
birth for the world; and yet, as a family, as a global village, and as God’s people, we know we must sometimes
walk in the darkness, waiting patiently, searching for
God’s Light to reveal true Hope’s new relationship with
God and those around us.
As our family’s bureaucratic visit intersects with our
Lenten journey, we hold on to a deep longing and expectation for strength and change amidst so much uncertainty – for our family and the world. But, thankfully, we
do not carry that heavy burden alone. We continue to
accompany our Peruvian partners from Bolivia as they
serve vulnerable communities currently facing a second
wave of COVID-19. By government decree, certain regions of Peru returned to a limited lockdown in January,
and oxygen and ICU rooms are again scarce.
But this did not deter our partners and their commitment to their mission. We recently spoke with leaders
of the Joining Hands Network partner, the Center for
Development of Black Peruvian Woman (CEDEMUNEP),
and learned about their work during the pandemic.
CEDEMUNEP was founded 23 years ago and works to
address issues of systemic racism and discrimination
and to advocate at the local and international level for
the empowerment of women, allowing them to find their
voice and strengthen their role within society. Cecilia
Ramirez, the Director of CEDEMUNEP, explains that
CEDEMUNEP is a “great family,” a “network of trust, sup-
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port, and advocacy.”
The communities they serve would agree, as CEDEMUNEP has accompanied them throughout the pandemic by creating a COVID Committee with other
institutions to facilitate outreach. They provide food
baskets for vulnerable communities, as well as initiated a
Biosecurity Campaign. With the support of the Peruvian
Joining Hands Network, this campaign worked to offer
the basic services of water and soap, as well as distribute
masks, thermometers, and sanitizer. As many of these
communities do not have access to the internet, smartphones, or government subsidies, they are isolated and
seemingly forgotten.
Although the way is dark, CEDEMUNEP has been able
to shine God’s Light and Hope in corners where many
have not ventured to go. They provide Solidarity Lunches for women, both to nourish their bodies and minds,
offering emotional support, in addition to meals. Cecilia
stated that CEDEMUNEP’s principle mission is focused
on “teaching women to fish, not to give them the fish.”
But, given these times of economic, social, and political
crisis in Peru, they recognized that these communities
need this direct giving for their survival. But CEDEMUNEP has not only given. Through their partnership with
the Peruvian Joining Hands Network and their COVID
Committee, they have learned more deeply how partnerships make a greater difference.
CEDEMUNEP has worked with women to find their
identities and to “re-invent” themselves. Cecilia proudly shared that, in their work, “faith is not lost.” Though
many may begin without hope, they soon learn that they
are loved and supported and are so much stronger than
they knew. “We are a link for the women. We open a
space for dialogue, but it is the women who speak. We
only strengthen their gifts and abilities.”
God’s Light continues to shine, even in the shadows
of an ongoing global pandemic, vaccination corruption,
climate crisis, and yes, even in awaiting a green card
interview. We are thankful that our arrival took place
around Christmas, as it provided our family a solid and
celebratory foundation for which to set up our ‘home’
here. Our Christmas lights remain hung around the front
window as they bring delight to our son, Leandro, every
night he turns them on. They lead to the star, hung in
Continued top left page 7
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Shining God’s Light By Chenoa Stock

Assembling Lunches for RITI

Continued from page 6
the center. These lights are a daily reminder for us to
continue to journey through the darkness, following
God’s Light towards the Star that brings us hope and
new relationships with ourselves, others, and with God.
Our partners’ endless efforts to shine and be that
Light is an inspiration for me. Thank you for your
support of and prayers for our ministry that allow us
to accompany and learn from our partners, who shine
God’s Light near and far. One way to continue your
support for our partners and PC (USA) World Mission
is to participate in the Matching Gift Opportunity that
is being offered through Easter Sunday, April 4. Your
gift will be doubled and support our ministry, as well as
World Mission.
You are a Light for all of us, as we know you are
praying for us, sharing our stories and challenges, and
shining God’s Light throughout this Lenten journey and
beyond. If you would like to hear more stories or learn
more about our ministry, you can sign up for my newsletters, and I am always available to share with your
congregation, Bible Study groups, youth groups, etc., via
pre-recorded videos or live discussions. Thank you for
being our Light!

Sharon
Presbyterian
has, until this
winter, participated in the
Room in the
Inn Program
for 24 years,
providing shelter and meals
in the Charles
Little Building for 12 homeless neighbors, every Friday
night, from the beginning of December to the end of
March. To accommodate the COVID-19 safety regulations, Roof Above (previously known as Urban Ministries) had to reorganize their Room in the Inn program.
The Statesville Avenue Men’s Shelter, The Salvation
Army Center for Hope, and the Tryon Street Shelter
were renovated and organized to provide an increased
number of shelter beds. To help with this new setup,
Roof Above asked that Mecklenburg organizations
provide 80 to 130 lunches for our neighbors, every day
during December, January, February, and March.
Thanks to your generous financial giving and your
time, Sharon Presbyterian was able to assemble 890
lunches, delivering them on the first and third Friday of
December, January, February, and March. Each lunch
included two sandwiches, an apple, Lance crackers,
water, mustard, and mayonnaise. Twenty-eight of our
members participated in the assembly.
We also donated many travel-size toiletries, socks,
warm hats and gloves, razors, scarves, under garments,
hand sanitizer, small suitcases, etc. The lunches and
gifts were MUCH appreciated by our neighbors!
It was an inspiration and a joy to participate in this
program! As we move forward from this pandemic, we
will keep in touch with Roof Above to stay informed of
future their plans.
Thanks for the ways in which you demonstrate
Christ’s love for all our neighbors!

Light at the End of the Tunnel
Continued from top page 3
son worship and have begun to hope that sometime in
the not-too-distant future, we will finally get back to
“business as usual.”
STAGE 4 – REVIVAL: But is “business as usual” the
best we can expect? Or should we consider reinventing
how Sharon Presbyterian Church serves Christ? Frankly, I miss the time when the pandemic forced us worship leaders to think, communicate and collaborate in
new ways to reinvent worship.
As a church, we are about to experience revival, but
should we simply go back to old habits and formulas? Or should we revive our commitment to Christ in
new ways? Music will take these next few months, as
members of the choir get vaccinated and begin to sing
together again, to explore new ways to serve Him. Will
you?
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April Birthdays
1 Leslie DuBois, Troy Jorgensen, Lisa Tiller,
Doris White
2 Danelle Martin, Calvin Murray, Tripp Smith
3 Jenna Michael, Ed Nesbitt, Mary Jo Parnell
4 Andrew Dries, Meier Murray, Brooke Odom
5 Noel Ennis, John Farnham, Carolyn
Nowaczewski, Susan Smith
6 Gina Crocker, Jane Starnes
7 Craton Hart, Mills Hart, Kelley Mickler,
Jane Campbell Perry, Wesley Wiebel
8 Ann Jolly, Truman Talley, Chip Welton
9 Abby Doak, Michael Jones, Carroll Thomas
10 Blake Cline, Tad Duddelson, Fulton Ennis,
Jonathan Michael, Mary Queen, Claire
Setser
11 Bill Acton, Steven Grier, Ladson Hart,
Bethany Jenkins, Riley Jones, Don Presson,
Mary Anne Thomas
12 Cliff Deal, Susanna Greiner, Barbara Lopez,
Jackson Mays, Madden Rhodes
13 Casey Butler, Kurt Edwards, Tom Fedell,
Chris Moffat, Don Steelman

14 Kevin Bennett, Ellis Morse, Charlotte
Robson, Blai Spicer
15 Helen Hutchinson

April Anniversaries
3 Lisa and Bob Moore
6 Trish and John Thompson
10 Janice and Ralph De Silva,
Letty and Dave Latta
11 Juanette and Daniel Thomas
13 Karen and Larry Auten, Elaine and John
Eichler, Kathy and Michael Micheau
14 Anna and Martin Pruitt
16 Merrill and David Tibbals, Amy and Travis
Vermillion
17 Christy and John Crews

16 Suzy Bell, Amelia Bleau, Mikayla Hailey,
Rachel Hutton, Carol Ann Jamison, Mary
LaRoach
17 David Barker, Pam Beers, Amanda
Buchanan, Cade Cornetta, Skip Schramm,
Nancy Thompson
18 Carrie Dilsworth, Anna Pruitt
19 Nancy Carr, Blanche Hunt
20 Trish Thompson, Keith Wheatley
21 Brinley Evans, Jake Parker, Mike Young
22 Andrew Foard, Addison Gifford, Zackary
Nelli, Evan Scott
23 Eunice Brade, Heather Burnell, Ann
Cannon, Norman Cook
24 Beth Flordelis, John Houston, Mark
McGinn, Kathy Sattizahn
25 Steven Bagyi, Jackson Rogers, True Tang
26 Pierce Cooper, Stephanie Dooley, Jeff
Elliott, Alex Flordelis, Robbie Jendron,
Isabelle Stanford, Lauren Worsman
27 Rich Boersema, Pat Holton, Debbie
Peterson
28 Jacqueline Gearhart, Jennifer Hulighan,
Gemetta Stanford
29 Phyllis Acton, Christine Cornwell, Krista
Henderson, Jenny Pusser
30 Andy Aldridge, Colton Griffit

18 Kathy and Scott Odom
21 Lisa and Porter Tiller
22 Katie and Ryan Bleau; Maria and Jonathan
Parker
25 Sarah and Tim Brown,
Katherine and Bill Hart
27 Nina and Ken Sumner,
Mary Anne and Brian Thomas
28 Lee and Jaci Baldwin
29 Rachel and Taylor Busby
30 Carolyn and Randy Butler

In Memory
Peggy Britt, by Doris White Jack Lemonds

