
Good and Better News
October 2020

     At last, some good news, and some better news, and 
THE BEST News! Our new organ has been installed and 
voiced. Voicing took about three whole days and eve-
nings, too. I never knew the intricacy of voicing. Basi-
cally, a skilled organist, trained in fitting an organ to its 
sanctuary, goes note by note and stop by stop (those 
knobs you see on an organ that change its sounds) ad-
justing output to fit the room. I learned that every sanc-
tuary is different, for every note and for every stop. The 
process is…slow and meticulous. None of us ever ap-
preciates the nuances or difficulties of another’s line of 
work until we can witness it firsthand. An organ concert 
and dedication will be arranged in the near future.
     But the better news is more than one hundred of you 
were in attendance for our Topping Ceremony of the 
Gym. Actually, there were more than a hundred. I didn’t 
think about counting until the signing of the I-beam was 
taking place and someone asked: “did you get a count?” 
I stopped socializing and started counting as a few cars 
had already left the grounds. I counted one hundred and 
ten still standing around; I’m sure I missed a few. It was 
so good to see your faces…er…uh …your eyeballs above 
your masks. Many thanks to those of you who have made 

pledges to the campaign and are keeping up 
with those pledges or have finished your gifting. 
This is not possible without your faith in the future of 
Christ’s Church.
     But the best news is—ta da da da ta da: The Session 
has voted to reopen the building for worship by Novem-
ber 1st. There are a number of logistical elements to put 
into place first: our online services that are so beneficial 
to our homebound members and, also, provide a good 
first impression of our church for those that first visit 
us on our website and online; limitations on attendance 
and how to appropriately limit; masking and distanc-
ing requirements to help us to take care of each other, 
ingress and egress, Covid cleaning….
     I haven’t laid those out to suggest that the task is 
daunting -- the task is welcomed by all – but to urge 
your patience as our leaders seek the safest ways to 
share Christ in each other’s presence, again.
     All the world continues in this weird time, but human 
resilience and ingenuity is shining through, and so is our 
congregation’s persistence in serving our broken world.
Thank you for all that your do in ministry, even when we 
are distanced from each other.
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AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming at Sharon
The church office is back to normal hours! Monday 
thru Friday from 9am-4pm. We ask that all members and 
visitors to wear a face mask when visiting the church 
campus. 

We are excited to invite all to please join us for an 
indoor service at 10:30am on Sunday, November 1st to 
worship together in the Sanctuary!
Visit www.sharonpcusa.org/events to sign up for Sun-
day services for you, your family members and friends. 
There will be limited seating capacity, and this will be 
a physically distanced service with seating directed by 
ushers. Out of respect for everyone’s safety and comfort, 
we ask that you adhere to these specific guidelines if 
you wish to attend.
If you are exhibiting any symptoms of a cold, flu, etc... 
please continue to utilize the option of online worship
If you or anyone in your family has been exposed to 
someone with Covid-19, please continue to utilize the 
option of online worship
Temperatures will be taken at the door and anyone with 
a temperature of 100.4F or more will be asked not to 
enter and advised to see their physician
Face masks/coverings are required. You must have on 
a properly fitted face mask/covering upon entering, 
during the entire service and upon exiting. Unfortunate-
ly, we cannot make any exceptions

Sunday Morning Online Worship Service
VIDEO posted on YouTube, Facebook, and our website. 
New video posted Sundays at 8:30am. Watch any time.
Our worship leaders, choir and Morning Song team 
present a shortened, “made for TV” worship service, 
complete with a Time with Young Children! 

Lectionary Lessons: All ages of adults
VIA ZOOM - Sundays at 9:30am
This class focuses upon the Scripture Lessons scheduled 
several weeks before their use in the Sunday Services. 
With Dr. Blumer’s guidance, we explore the meaning and 

relevance of the lessons in today’s world. To join, email 
Susie Banks at marysesther@gmail.com.

Covenant-Westminster Sunday School Class: All ages 
of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:30am
Topic of study: The Evolution of the West, How Chris-
tianity Has Shaped Our Values by Nick Spencer. All 
church members are invited to participate. To join, 
email David Beers at dbeers22@bellsouth.net.

Horizon Sunday School Class: All ages of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:30am
Please join us as we begin a NEW video based study now 
through November 1st on The Case for Faith. This study 
by former atheist Lee Strobel discusses hard questions 
while addressing the most common objections to our 
Christian faith. To join, email David Stanford at davids@
hgrconstruction.com.

Mid-Week Meditation & Prayer Gathering
VIA ZOOM: Wednesday 4pm
One of our clergy will lead a time to share joys and con-
cerns, and then pray together. To join, email Elizabeth 
Burgess at elizabeth@sharonpcusa.org. 

Kirkin’ th’ Tartans - October 25th, 6:00pm, Courtyard
We’ll be kirkin’ th’ tartans this year in October! Please 
join us for this masked, socially-distanced, outdoor 
service. A highlight at Sharon, this annual worship event 
nods both in the direction of our Scottish Presbyterian 
roots and our collective participation in the ever-grow-
ing apocalyptic community of God in the world.

2020 Stewardship Campaign: Strength for Today - 
Hope for Tomorrow; Commitment Sunday - October 
25th, 6:00pm, Courtyard
Put this down on your calendar now and show your 
support! This year’s Stewardship Committee includes 
Robin Shealy, Larry Keith, Burgin Hardin, Taylor Busby 
and Peter Banks.
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GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Change is Coming
     Worship is about to change! This 
October marks a gradual shift to a 
NEW PHASE in worship. Worship 
leaders and Khris Wigington are 
working hard, preparing to make 
the change, which will officially take 
place on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST.

     As we plan and prepare to estab-
lish our “new normal,” I’d like to take 
a moment to thank Scott Koeniger, 
2020 moderator of the Worshiping 
Committee. Scott has worked tire-
lessly over the last six months with 
his committee, your worship leaders, 
the Reopening Task Force AND Ses-
sion to keep worship alive and well. 
He has guided all of us through un-
charted and at times, choppy waters 
with grace, dignity and wisdom. He 
deserves our deepest gratitude. 
     Special thanks to Khris Wigging-
ton. When the pandemic hit, Khris 
became a principle worship leader 
(not part of his job description, for 
sure!). He (along with as much help 
as I could spare) shaped, produced, 
directed, filmed and edited the video 
worship services that have become 
our main form of worship. It is hard 
to describe how much time, effort 
and careful planning this ministry 
has required. Khris often spends 40-

80 hours per week on these videos 
and has received no extra compen-
sation. He has set a new bar for wor-
ship at Sharon Presbyterian and we 
will miss his videos. He deserves not 
only our thanks, but a big break!
     Music Staff: Perhaps more than 
any other aspect of worship, music 
has had to alter what and how we 
contribute to worship. I am per-
sonally grateful to music staff for 
providing music outdoors since June 
7th and for working diligently with 
me to keep our singers and players 
safe while providing music for video 
worship. 

     Worshiping Committee, Re-
opening Task Force and Session: 
Members of these groups have gone 
above and beyond their normal du-
ties to seek God’s will and guide staff 
through these trying months.
     Change is gonna come. Plans are 
still in development, but on Novem-
ber 1st, we will:
1.  Move worship inside. The ex-
act times, places and protocols 
are being finalized. Please look for 

communication about how to sign 
up and what will be required of all 
attendees.
2.  Begin to phase out our current 
video ministry. INSTEAD, in a timely 
manner we will begin to post videos 
of our indoor services, which can be 
viewed during worship or any time 
afterwards.
3.  Worship on a smaller scale: Most 
medical experts maintain that sing-
ing and congregational reading pose 
higher risks than normal conversa-
tion. Even though the science is still 
being debated, on November 1st:
•  The congregation will be limited in 
numbers, based on social distancing 
guidelines.
•  The congregation will NOT sing 
hymns or read responsively. 
•  The adult music ministry (Chancel 
Choir and Spirit Ringers) will present 
music live, but in small groups and at 
safe distances. 
•  Children’s and Youth music will be 
extremely limited. 
4.  Following guidelines set by the 
Reopening Task Force and approved 
by Session. 
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

We Have A New Roof
     Construction continues on the new Gym & Youth 
Center. The progress is so exciting to see! In recent 
weeks:
•  Steel has been erected and welded
•  Steel roof ledge for the roof decking completed
•  Roof decking is complete
•  Exterior framing has begun
•  Roof installation has begun

     On September 13th, we celebrated our new roof 
with a Gym Topping Ceremony Worship Service. Over 
110 people attended this service; we appreciate all who 
came! 
Lisa Moore opened the service with a prayer that Jenny 
Pusser had shared with the Forward Planning Commit-
tee in 2013. It begins: Disturb us, Lord…when our dreams 
have come true because we have dreamed too little; and it 
ends: …push back the horizons of our hopes and push into 
the future in strength, courage, hope, and love. Amen.
     After the opening prayer, the service was divided into 
five main parts, the first three were led by key Com-
mittees: Forward Planning (developed the Master Plan), 
Growing to Serve (capital campaign), and Gym Oversi-
te. The fourth part was a Minute for Mission focusing 

on the bonds formed with children in and outside of 
our congregation through our basketball program. The 
last part of the service, led by Lauren Wall, included 
the signing of an I-beam by all present. In addition to 
scriptures adopted by Forward Planning and Growing To 
Serve, which were read as part of the service, there were 
four main speakers, Joe Price – Forward Planning, Rich 
Barefoot – Growing to Serve, Paul Osowski – Gym Over-
sight, and Bill Mathers – coach. Each spoke of God’s un-
folding plan that has occurred during their committee’s 
work, and of their personal conviction that Christ will 
continually reveal possibilities for new ministry through 
the gym. Dr. Blumer’s meditation focused on Solomon’s 
prayer at the Temple’s dedication in Jerusalem, when the 
king prayed that outsiders might be ministered to by the 
temple’s presence. 

     At the Topping Off Ceremony, all present were invited 
to sign a beam to represent our participation in this 
process, which will be displayed in the entry of the new 
Gym & Youth Center. If you would like to sign the beam, 
you may do so now. The beam is in the church Narthex 
with permanent markers for your use. The church office 
is now open Monday-Friday 9am-4pm.   
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SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

A Monthly Briefing of SPY Activity
     We’ve got a 
busy month in 
October! Our 
five weekly, 
in-person youth 
small groups are 
going strong: 
High School 
Boys meet 11am 
Sunday morn-

ings in the church courtyard; Middle School Boys meet 
430pm Sunday afternoons at the home of their leader 
Billy Morse; High School Girls meet mid-afternoon on 
Sundays in a variety of places, with their leader Court-
ney Evans; Middle School Girls meet 5pm on Sundays at 
the church or a coffee shop; and High School Creatives, 
for now, meet Wednesday evenings in a variety of places, 
with their leader Amanda Buchanan. While these groups 

vary in terms of culture and activities, they’re all focused 
on having fun and building community and friendships—
and they’re ALL excellent ways for new and less con-
nected youth to get plugged in!
     In addition to those weekly small groups, we’ve got 
the CROP Walk to Stop Hunger on Sunday the 11th, 
which some of our youth will help to organize, and in 
which all are invited to participate! On the evening of 
Friday the 16th and all day Saturday the 17th, our mid-
dle schoolers will participate in a Middle School Service 
Weekend at the C.R.O.S.S. Mission Center here in Char-
lotte. The Fall Fest will be a sit-in movie on Saturday the 
24th on the ball field, and the following day, Sunday the 
25th, will be the Kirkin’ o’ th’ Tartans.
     If you have questions about any of these, or if you or 
someone you know might be interested in co-leading a 
youth small group or the confirmation class, please con-
tact Matt Moorman at mattm@sharonpcusa.org.

Sharon Presbyterian Weekday School is blessed to have 
amazing teachers who lay the foundation for learning in 
our students each year. The art of teaching cannot be 
taught in a textbook. It is truly a gift from God, and we 
are so fortunate to have Jana Barnette at our school for 
over 20 years to begin to lay that foundation in every 
child she has encountered.  
Jana has inspired countless children and instilled the 
joy of learning in so many. Like many teachers, she just 
“gets” it. She understands that no two children learn the 
same and is always ready and willing to make sure she 
can teach each child to the best of her ability. The smile 
she brings to her students daily is a testament to the 
gifts that she offers them.  
I have always said that our teachers are our greatest 
assets at Sharon Presbyterian Weekday School. If you 
are ever stuck on a theme or having trouble, Jana is al-
ways willing to brainstorm and offer ideas. She is always 
willing to help in any way and is the definition of de-
pendable. Through the years, she never met a stranger 
at SPWS and loves and cares for each of us. To this day, 

she keeps in touch with many of her students, long after 
their days at Sharon are over.  
Jana has decided to step away from the classroom this 
fall and will be missed so much at SPWS! She has been 
an instrumental part of our school for the past 20 years 
and played a vital role in what makes our school so spe-
cial. We wish her the best in her future endeavors and 
know she will continue to touch the lives of many chil-
dren in whatever direction life takes her. We are grateful 
for all her knowledge, experience, support, and love that 
she poured into our school.
In honor of Jana, the weekday school staff invites anyone 
who has experienced her love of children and learning to 
write a note of appreciation. We will collect these letters 
and present her with a parting gift to show the amazing 
impact she had on so many children over the years. We 
will also donate to the Blake Lawrence Hart Foundation 
in Jana’s honor which supports our weekday school.  
We wish Jana the very best in her future endeavors and 
hope she will still be around campus often visiting with 
families and teachers!

Planting Seeds That Grow Forever
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SUPPORT SERVE

Trusting God Through Change By Chenoa Stock
     For those who know or email with me, know that I 
have a Type A personality. I am organized, I live by lists, I 
delight in marking things off of my list, and I do not like 
wasting time. And, for better or worse, I like to maintain 
a sense of control of my surroundings. (I swear I’m a fun 
person, though!)
     My life in the mission field these past 15 years has 
undoubtedly pushed me to adjust certain parts of these 
traits, while also teaching me great lessons about myself 
in the process. Having a husband and then a son called 
for even greater adjustments. Moving to a new coun-
try as a family called me to dig deeper to embrace the 
change. And now, a new challenge, a pandemic.
     Peru, where we serve, currently has the 5th high-
est COVID-19 cases and the highest fatality rate in the 
world. We were in one of the world’s longest mandato-
ry periods of isolation, from March 16th through June 
30th, reaching our first peak of cases in late May. As has 
happened in so many countries around the world, once 
the economy re-opened in July, our case numbers began 
to surge, surpassing the first peak and heading toward a 
new one. The healthcare system has collapsed due to a 
lack of investment in infrastructure during Peru’s recent 
economic growth. Oxygen is scarce, with cylinders sell-
ing for more than $1,000 on the black market; access to 
decreasing quantities of medicine is limited; and unem-
ployment and poverty are on the rise, along with food 
insecurity, for a great majority of the population.
     The rise in case numbers triggered the government’s 
ordering the return to strict quarantine for 20 of the 25 
regions, resumption of the national Sunday lockdowns 
with a longer curfew, the prohibition of family gather-
ings, and the reduction of daily outside time for children 
from one hour to 30 minutes. In the midst of this, Jose 
and our family are mourning the loss of his father, who 
died of COVID-19 in mid-August.
     No. I am definitely not in control of my surroundings 
or the trajectory of the coronavirus during these times.
     But as PERUSA, we continue to make lists and posi-
tive use of the opportunities we have despite the situ-
ation we are facing. We have been given the chance to 
have deeper conversations with our partners and learn 

more about them, their institutions, and also, to see 
their faith in action.
     Pastors of our partner, the Evangelical Church of Peru 
(IEP), have not received a steady income since the pan-
demic began, as in-person worship services are prohib-
ited, and offerings that provide their salary are not being 
taken. Despite this, many pastors continue to maintain 
contact with their members in different ways.
     We spoke with Germán Arisaca, a member of the IEP 
church in Ayaviri (Puno) and the president of the session. 
He told us that, despite the members’ desire to return to 
worship, the Ayaviri leadership has been clear that the 
Ayaviri members must follow the national laws. As Chris-
tians, they explained, they are called to be examples of 
“faithful witness,” doing what is required to care for the 
whole community and not just the individual, to reduce 
the risk of spreading COVID- 19. Even when sheltering 
in place, they must pray, encourage, and strengthen 
each other during this time of suffering. More than ever, 
this is needed as Puno, which had few cases in the first 
months of the pandemic, has just seen a great increase 
in cases and deaths these past months.
     Eduardo Arboccó Gallardo, an IEP pastor in Lima 
who founded the Society of Christian Life, a partner 
of Joining Hands Peru, also calls his church a witness 
during these challenging times. His congregation in the 
neighborhood, Ingeniería, though not open for worship 
services, opens its virtual doors to its members and the 
greater community through worship, prayer services, 
and Sunday School classes. They have also opened their 
literal doors to two Venezuelan families, who are mem-
bers of the church but could not afford housing during 
the pandemic. With the support of Joining Hands Peru, 
the church was also able to support other Venezuelan 
refugees and vulnerable church members by purchasing 
and delivering food baskets.
     With these actions, Eduardo reminds his congrega-
tion that “la iglesia no es el templo.” The church is not 
the building. Though his savings run low and his fear is 
high, his faith remains strong as he unwaveringly tells us

Continued bottom right page 7
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CHURCH LIFE

Congratulations Remember in Prayer
REMEMBER IN PRAYER: At home: Jeannie Satterfield, 
Sylvia Burke, Mary Chapman, Gene Manning, John and 
Betty Houston, Carol Ann Allen, Josie Tiller (Home/
Novant Main), Chris Price, Dennis Knepp (Jim Knepp’s 
father), The Robson Family (former Weekday School 
family), Our Homebound Members: Jeremy and Luta 
Garbat-Welch (PCUSA Missions in Malawi), Our Mission 
Partners in Peru: Chenoa Stock and José Luis Claure 
(PCUSA Missions in Peru). The prayer list is reset on the 
second Monday of each month. To submit or resubmit a 
prayer request, please contact Ron Nelson at 
ron@sharonpcusa.org. By request, prayer concerns may 
remain private and will not appear in the published list.

In Memory

Robert “Robb” Lapp - July 25th
Brother of Chuck Lapp

Lyn Lawrence - August 18th
Sister of Doreen Helwig

Christopher “Chris” Lindsay - August 22nd
Brother of Darie Lapp

Mary Lou Crews Aldridge - August 29th
Mother of Ron Aldridge

Herman Stutts - August 30th
Father of Sue Owen

Gladys Bryant (Member) - September 1st

Jacqueline Fulton Moorefield (Member) - September 11th
Wife of Bill Moorefield

Kate Shell - September 11th
Stepmother of Elizabeth Bashore

Wayne Bryant (Member) - September 26th
Husband of Ann Bryant

Trusting God Through Change
Continued from page 6
that the church must continue to move forward during 
these difficult times. Now is the time to evangelize, to 
hear God’s call, and share God’s love through our ac-
tions; however, one can.
     No, I am not in control. But seeing our part-
ners’ faithful witness of God’s love, justice, peace, 
and strength, I know and trust that God, who moves 
through, within, and around us, most certainly is.
     So, as we continue through this pandemic and I 
continue to adjust my reactions and learn to let go and 
trust, even more, I give thanks for your accompaniment 
and prayers that are our daily strength throughout 
these difficult times. Thank you for walking with us in 
partnership as we are reminded that ‘la iglesia no es 
templo,’ but is so much greater – going beyond self-im-
posed walls to embody the compassion, love, and justice 
of God through Jesus.

Contact info:
Chenoa Stock and José Luis Claure

Av Antonio Miroquesada 702, Departamento 1401
Magdalena del Mar
Lima 15076 PERU

chenoa.stock@gmail.com

Congratulations to Sarah and Tim Brown in the birth of 
their grandson, Wellington “Wells” Barron Brown, who 

was born on August 23rd.
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October Birthdays 
1 John Langston, John Lawson 

2 Peggy Britt, Kiley Gifford, Joan 

Spainhour 

3 Alli Buhler,  Brandon Hicks, Jennifer 

Howard, Bernice McCullough, Linda 

Skinner 

4 Oliver Lluberas, Hannah Morse, Brett 

Robinson, George Webb 

5 Ashley Barnette, Erik Christensen, Susan 

Cline, Steve Howie, Lucy Stone 

6 Ron Ledford 

7 Price Burgess, Jack Crocker, Jayne 

Hollifield, Natalie Purser, Brooke 

Reynolds, Alison Tennent, Elliott 

Tibbals, Carol Turner 

8 Thomas Gonzalez, Adam Jenkins, Nancy 

Pelton, Mike Spainhour 

9 Dottie Bamburg, Lawson Bell, Sarah 

Brown, Ben Corley, John Crews, 

Madalyn Hively, Thomas Kuremsky, Mia 

Martin 

10 Alden Burke,  Sal Cornetta, Christopher 

Hawkins, Olivia Soniat 

11 Max Mason, Sarah Rowe 

12 Michael Adams, Missy Foard, Bucleigh 

Kernodle, Louise Smith 

13 Karen Auten, Natalie Schramm 

14 David Tibbals 

15 Gregory Lynn Clodfelter, Corbin Dunbar, 

Bob Nadler, Randy Ross 

16 Libby Flordelis, Natalie Jendron, Marge 

Morgan, Travis Vermillion 

17 Daniel DeLucia, Kris Mularz, Grant 

Parker 

18 David Beers 

19 Annie Hardin, Emily Michael 

20 Lauren Ellis, Bobby McNeill, Logan Riley, 

Smith Tennent, Andrew Walker 

21 Sumner Charnock, Betty Kirby, Jonathan 

Kromer, John Langston, Wendy Rose, 

Rochelle Utsman 

22 Connie Dale, Doug Halvorsen, Jackson 

Scott, Hall Starnes 

23 Tricia Davis, Morgan Jamison, Charlie 

Lang, Meredith Odom, Sara Owen, 

Rhonda Price, Jody Specker, Benton 

Weyhrich 

24 Ray Polhill 

25 David Mackorell 

26 Julia Barefoot, Jane Jendron, Lucy Lee 

Parker, Geng White 

27 Chad Cornwell, Tim Gilbert, Everett 

Giusti, Merwyn Johnson, Will Marler 

28 Grace Bombien, Shannon Burke, Gary 

Foard, Mary Keith 

29 Keith Mason, Erin Pickens, Barbara 

Ritchie, Mark Saine 

30 Sandra Cochell, Taylor Mack, Caroline 

McGinn, Walker Wieland 

31 Lydia DeNittis, Anne DeNittis, Ruth 

DeNittis, Scarlett Lluberas 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
October Anniversaries

1 Emily and Griff Kuremsky,  
 Beth and John Langston 

 3 Paige and Bill McClure 
 4 Sharon and Don Hinson  
 5 Barbara and John Lopez 
 6 Jocelyn and Steve and Ferber 
 7 Leigh and Kevin Mays 
 9 Meghan and Luis Lluberas  
 10 Susan and Dennis Grills, Nancy and 

Harry Pelton, Allison and James Stawski   
 14 Katelin and Joshua Raxter 
 15 Suzy and Jimmy Bell, Gigi and David 

Stanton 

 16 Ann and John Mallard 
 17 Maria and John Harvey, Julie and Greg 

Lewis 
 21 Susan and Michael Smith 
 22 Sonya and David Stanford 
 23 Dyana and Scott Morrison, Abby and 

Matthew Ridenhour 
 24 Kim and Ray Greer 
 28 Claudia and Lee Fanning, Missy and 

Andrew Foard 
 29 Anne and Bruce Willette

 
 

 
Gifts in Honor and in Memory of Loved Ones: 

In Memory of Marguerite Allee, by Lynitta and Phillip Dershem, Bonnie and Mike Barker, Jean 
and Bob Cottom, Rena and Norman Whitley 

In Memory of Marguerite and Al Allee, by Roberta and Murray Craven, Jr. 

In Memory Jane Dillard, by Jean and Bob Cottom, Eleanor Lockwood, Nancy and Joel McIntyre, 
Kaye DuMond 

In Memory of Jackie Moorefield, by Nancy and Joel McIntyre, Eleanor Lockwood 

In Memory of Grier Stanford, by Hugh McCallum, Tena and William Clanton, Darlene and Ardie 
Banker, Susan and Dennis Grills, Miriam and David Wilson, Janice and S. Andrew Phillips, Jean and 
Bob Cottom, Tom & Tammy Stanford and Family 

 


