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Romans 8:28: We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called according to 

his purpose.
     I have always been convinced of the truth of the 
Apostle Paul’s words, but never more than now.  Right 
now. In this time of pandemic. With our on-campus 
church activities mostly shut down. Even so, our mission 
projects have continued; Loaves and Fishes has garnered 
more of your support during this time than usual; as 
a result, we may have discovered a new, more potent 
means of making effective this hunger ministry. Scout-
ing is back, blood drives are more frequent, and our 
youth are meeting in very small groups.
     Our offerings have sunk, but a number of you have 
continued faithfully in your giving, and some of you – 
God bless you! – have increased your giving, knowing 
that, overall gifts to the church likely would decrease. 
(As an aside, there have been a few “normal” years in the 
past where we came out of the summer in worse shape.)
     The pandemic has pushed us into developing a video 
ministry, which we will now continue, even when we can 

all safely gather, again. I have heard directly from 
both young and old in our congregation how meaningful 
it is to connect with our congregation’s worship online. 
I am certain that had this pandemic not happened, we’d 
still be laggards in our video ministry to those that can-
not leave home. But no more. All things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called according to 
his purpose.
     Now, on to a pair of “happy problems,” my term for 
good hassles that present themselves as the result of 
positive actions. Happy problem, 1. Sharon’s ministry 
has yielded additional gifts to boost our online pres-
ence with improved video and audio and our in-person 
worship together. Equipment has been ordered, not 
yet received. Once it is received, finding time to install, 
and volunteers to be trained are issues remaining to be 
resolved. Despite this “problem,” all things work together 
for good for those who love God, who are called according 
to his purpose.

Continued top right page 7
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AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming at Sharon
We are excited to invite all to please join us for an in-
door service at 10:30am on Sunday, November 22nd to 
worship together in the Sanctuary!
Visit www.sharonpcusa.org/events to sign up for Sun-
day services for you, your family members and friends. 
There will be limited seating capacity, and this will be 
a physically distanced service with seating directed by 
ushers. Out of respect for everyone’s safety and comfort, 
we ask that you adhere to these specific guidelines if 
you wish to attend.
If you are exhibiting any symptoms of a cold, flu, etc... 
please continue to utilize the option of online worship
If you or anyone in your family has been exposed to 
someone with Covid-19, please continue to utilize the 
option of online worship
Temperatures will be taken at the door and anyone with 
a temperature of 100.4F or more will be asked not to 
enter and advised to see their physician
Face masks/coverings are required. You must have on 
a properly fitted face mask/covering upon entering, 
during the entire service and upon exiting. Unfortunate-
ly, we cannot make any exceptions

Sunday Morning Online Worship Service
VIDEO posted on YouTube, Facebook, and our website. 
New video posted Sundays at 8:30am. Watch any time.
Our worship leaders, choir and Morning Song team 
present a shortened, “made for TV” worship service, 
complete with a Time with Young Children! 

Lectionary Lessons: All ages of adults
VIA ZOOM - Sundays at 9:30am
This class focuses upon the Scripture Lessons scheduled 
several weeks before their use in the Sunday Services. 
With Dr. Blumer’s guidance, we explore the meaning and 
relevance of the lessons in today’s world. To join, email 
Susie Banks at marysesther@gmail.com.

Covenant-Westminster Sunday School Class: All ages 
of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
Topic of study: The Evolution of the West, How Chris-
tianity Has Shaped Our Values by Nick Spencer. All 
church members are invited to participate. To join, 
email David Beers at dbeers22@bellsouth.net.

Horizon Sunday School Class: All ages of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
Please join us as we prepare for Advent with a study of 
Old Testament Prophecy regarding the Messiah.  We 
will seek God’s word from the four themes of Advent: 
Hope, Peace, Joy & Love. To join, email David Stanford at 
davids@hgrconstruction.com.

Mid-Week Meditation & Prayer Gathering
VIA ZOOM: Wednesday 4pm
One of our clergy will lead a time to share joys and con-
cerns, and then pray together. To join, email Elizabeth 
Burgess at elizabeth@sharonpcusa.org. 
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GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Exciting Changes
     As the calendar turns to November, there are lots 
to things to be excited about here at Sharon Presbyte-
rian Church. On November 1st we returned to indoor 
live worship! After 7.5 months of distanced and virtual 
worship, we finally return to live in person worship in 
our beautiful Sanctuary. I know, I for one, am looking 
forward to seeing the congregation return and worship 
together in person. But, wait that’s not nearly every-
thing, maybe you’ve heard about the exciting upgrades 
that have and are taking place in our sanctuary while we 
have been apart. For starters, things are going to sound 
a bit different the next time you are worshipping in our 
sanctuary. One of our longtime active participants has 
gifted the church a new organ, to replace the Allen or-
gan we’ve relied on for worship for over 25 years. Here is 
what our organist, Lance Burnette, has to say about the 
new organ.

   

     
     “Sharon has been blessed with a new Rodgers Infin-
ity 484 organ. This new organ brings the latest digital 
technology to the musical sphere. The new organ offers 
one additional manual (keyboard) for added flexibility 
– bringing the total to four manuals (the retired Allen 
organ had three manuals).
     The new Rodgers organ increases our sound palette 
options from 70 to 262!! That’s a ton of sound options 
to deploy. Rodgers has sampled individual sounds from 
numerous pipe organs around the world to package the 
best sounds into one organ. Having that many sound op-

tions available requires a large amount of memory banks 
to recall the presets – this organ has virtually an unlimit-
ed memory bank with the use of USB technology.  
     The most exciting enhancement is the addition of the 
antiphonal organ in the balcony. The organ can now ac-
company vocal solos and small ensembles from the bal-
cony with both vocal and organ sound produced in the 
same directional flow (versus organ from the front only). 
This addition allows for even more spectacular hymn ac-
companying with a trumpette en chamade (think fanfare 
trumpet) playable from the balcony!! This new organ will 
surely support the demanding Music Ministry at Sharon 
for many years to come.”
     As I mentioned before things will sound different, 
not only because of the new organ, but this same donor 
has also gifted our church with a new sound system 
and camera system. The new sound system will include 
new speakers, subwoofers, and amps…. creating a top of 
the line experience for our congregants and guest. And, 
the new camera system will allow our staff and leader-
ship to continue to serve our home bound congregants 
and friends. The sound and camera system are being 
installed throughout the month of November with an 
anticipated completion by Advent.  
     With the struggles and trials of the last year, it is a 
true blessing for our church to receive these gifts and 
we look forward with excitement to returning to our 
newly enhanced live worship!
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

God’s Table of Solidarity by Chenoa Stock
     During this 
pandemic, 
here in Peru, 
a white flag 
flying in one’s 
community 
is a call for 
help, food, 
and support. 
Many of these 
flags have 
been flown in 

communities on the outskirts of the city of Lima. When 
Pastor Pedro Pablo García began organizing his church, 
The House of God Presbyterian Church, a partner of the 
Joining Hands Network, he did not know that those flags 
would be God’s call to him to feed and care for the “least 
of these.”
     The House of God’s mission outreach responded to 
the pandemic by addressing this issue of food insecurity, 
or lack of access to food, by delivering food baskets to 
these vulnerable ‘white flag’ communities. From March 
through early July, when Peru was in mandatory isola-
tion, members of The House of God traveled the precar-
ious dirt roads on multiple occasions and delivered 200 
food baskets to 200 families. These communities are in 
isolated areas where sewage systems are non-existent, 
three or four families live together in poor conditions, 
and many who work as informal laborers became unem-
ployed due to the pandemic.
     Seeing this injustice and suffering, Pastor Pedro tire-
lessly raised funds with his church members through-
out the pandemic, not knowing how many mouths they 
would feed or how many months their outreach would 
last. When we spoke to him in May, those uncertain-
ties did not deter him. He simply shared that “God has 
prepared the land. God is the channel through which the 
church works.”
     In my most recent conversation with Pastor Pedro, I 
learned that The House of God’s faithful work of loving 
one’s neighbor had spread much further than they could 

have imagined. With the funds that continued to arrive, 
to this day, to support their outreach, The House of God 
is now working with communities to create Ollas Co-
munes, or “community kitchens.”
     A symbol of solidarity, la olla común, is something 
that communities had organized long before the pan-
demic arrived. It is a way for families to share what they 
have and, particularly in these times, also a way for fam-
ilies to survive through mutual support. The House of 
God has delivered food products for 35 Ollas Comunes 
that feed 40 people per day for one week. The commu-
nity’s women have taken the initiative to organize the 
cooking and distribution. They divide into groups, and 
each group takes a turn in the preparation. The neigh-
bors who participate in these community kitchens are 
asked to donate a food product as well, so the idea of 
mutual sharing and fellowship is not lost. 
     When delivering food for Ollas Comunes, Pastor 
Pedro always explains the source of the food to the 
communities, because he hopes to create long-term re-
lationships. The church team ends each distribution by 
thanking God for the community members’ lives, pray-
ing for them, and encouraging them to live life to the 
fullest, even amidst their current challenges. He does 
this because he recognizes the importance of changing 
the focus from being poor or a victim to being loved and 
part of a family community.
     Pastor Pedro and The House of God members are 
most definitely God’s hands and feet in action, moving 
well beyond the church building. Before the pandemic, 
The House of God worshiped every Sunday by raising 
a tarp next to a highway and putting up their church 
sign. Though Pastor Pedro could have used these funds 
to buy land for a building that The House of God is yet 
to own, he and his members heard God’s call to be the 
church in a greater way by walking with and supporting 
these communities in need. As Pastor Pedro explains, 
“Through this work, we hope that they will see Christ 
through our actions.”

Continued bottom right page 7
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SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

SPY: Featuring Audra Nelson
     As many of you already 
know, our Sharon Presbyte-
rian Youth Group has been 
meeting in small groups 
based on age and gender. 
I am a member of the high 
school girls group and love 
the small group experience 
we have had. As a small 
group, we have been able 
to get to know one anoth-

er more intimately and discuss important subjects in 
depth. During this time of separation from one another, 
being in these small groups has also been a source of 
essential connection with others. We have been able to 
share our feelings about the unfortunate changes of this 
year, especially for the seniors. Through these conver-
sations we are able to share ways to make our time feel 

special and to separate our school time from our ac-
tivity time. Additionally, we have been able to connect 
with the words of the Bible and explore places to find 
comfort and inspiration through this crazy time. Being a 
part of this small group has given me something to look 
forward to and a way to get out of the house to inter-
act with people in a face to face format while still being 
careful and conscious of the virus. I am very thankful for 
this opportunity to bond with others and to share laugh-
ter in this uncertain time. A couple of weeks ago, we 
answered funny questions we found on an online source 
and it was one of the funniest moments I can remember 
from these past six months. I am so glad that the youth 
have had this opportunity to break out into smaller 
groups. Knowing that there is still a place for me and 
my peers in the church has been very comforting and 
continues to be a source of strength for me as I navigate 
these rough times.   

     Sharon Presbyterian Weekday School has been 
impacting children’s lives for over 50 years. We pride 
ourselves in the ability to learn through play and share 
God’s love with one another. Our school is built on a 
strong foundation of faith and community. Over the 
years, we adapt to meet the needs of each and every 
child.  
     Throughout a child’s time at SPWS, core memo-
ries are formed in Music, Chapel, classroom activities 
and special events that become a “rite of passage”. In a 
typical year, it would include a Thanksgiving Feast and 
Movie Night along with a holiday parade for our older 
students. Our younger students may not remember the 
stage fright our Two’s classes show in our annual Christ-
mas Program but will always hear stories from their 
parents and have videos to prove it.  
     My children attended SPWS and I fell in love with the 
program and all it stood for. It was our first communi-
ty in Charlotte, and we made many friends who have 
helped us raise our children over the years.  I still have 
pictures of my children that were captured on our 

church campus and they are some of my favorite shots 
of a very special time in our family’s life.  
     From time to time, when they return to Sharon, those 
memories are vivid for my children as they recall playing 
with preschool friends on the playground, visiting the 
block room from the 4’s class and end of year sing along 
that signaled the close of another school year. They 
remember mornings in the carpool line singing songs 
and dumping sand out of their shoes in the car at pickup 
after a fun day of playing and learning.  
     We are excited to continue working on our carpool 
paths by installing a brick walkway in place of our two 
gravel pathways. In doing so, we will sell bricks that can 
be engraved in your child or family’s memory from their 
time at SPWS. Our hope is this will be a sweet reminder 
of the wonderful mission of our school and lives we have 
touched over the years. This keepsake will support the 
Blake Lawrence Hart Foundation and will allow all fami-
lies the opportunity to leave a little piece of their child’s 
legacy behind at SPWS. It will serve as a constant re-
minder of the many pieces that make a beautiful puzzle 
of our weekday school.  

Building A Lasting Foundation
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SUPPORT SERVE

Our Walk Together
     Buenas dias! I am Tom Skinner, and am here to talk 
with you about Sharon’s missions in Peru.  We missed 
seeing our brothers and sisters in Christ in Peru this 
summer, but we rest assured that God continues to 
work in their lives as he does in ours.  
     The last time we were there, one of our main mis-
sion partners, Samuel Montes and his family, presented 
Sharon with a gift, a beautifully woven tapestry that you 
may have seen in the narthex.  They inserted their own 
pictures of several Sharon members. We are grateful to 
John Thompson and his family at Frame Warehouse for 
its generous donation in mounting and framing it.   
     At the top is the word “Puriyninchik,” the name Sam-
uel has given to his particular ministry. It means in the 
native Quechuan language “Our walk together.” The first 
group of pictures are from 2008, when we began our 
association with the Presbytery of Huanta in the Andes, 
but there were several mission trips prior that, to other 
places, such as to Costa Rica and Guatemala. I counted 
107 Sharon church members and guests that have par-
ticipated in mission trips since 2003, who have “walked 
together” with other Christians in Central and South 
America.
     The Peru Crew is often asked: “What do you do in 
Peru?” That is a fair question, but the answer is “It all 
depends.” It varies from year to year. One of our mission 
leaders, Rusty Edmondson, reminded us often that we 
are not bringing Christ to Peru. He is already there. We 
are dancing with our hosts, but we are following their 
lead. In this way we are joyfully participating with them 
in God’s service. God has given us to the opportunity to 
worship with them, to work with them, and to have fun: 
to dance, sing, clap, play, and share laughs. We receive 
far more than we give. 
     Yes, there are some construction projects. We help 
at times with some building, but the main thing is the 
building of deep and abiding relationships in Christ. 
     But you all have walked walk with the Peru Crew. We 
are all in this together, whether you go on a trip or not. 
You have given money through the church to purchase 
construction materials. You have given eye glasses, 
medical equipment such as crutches, prayer shawls and 

seat cushions you have knitted, toys, books, clothing . 
. . the list goes on. And your prayers. It is truly a prayer 
walk in which we are all engaged.  
     Randy Ross will talk about how Puriyininchik and our 
walk together, continues.
     Buenas dias hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, Good 
morning brothers and sisters in Christ. My name is 
Randy Ross and I am the 2020 Moderator of the Serving 
Committee and the Peru Mission Trip Coordinator. As 
Tom mentioned, we were unable to travel to Peru this 
year due to the pandemic. This year’s trip would have 
been our 13th consecutive annual trip to the Ayacucho 
region in Peru’s Andes Mountains. Although we were not 
there in body, we were there in spirit, continuing “our 
walk together.”
     Earlier this year, the Session approved making a 
$10,000 donation to Puriyninchik. This gift will enable 
Puriyninchik to further its current work in three distinct 
areas.
     First, to provide funds to expand its mobile library 
and an expanded space to store its books and crafts. 
The mobile library has been very well received, earning 
accolades from local and regional governments and a 
loyal, enthusiastic following among participants. Pu-
riyninchik’s goal is to foster a love of reading among 
children, who often view reading as a boring and unin-
spiring exercise taught in school.
     Second, to assist a group of handicapped artisans in 
the town of Huanta, providing raw materials for their 
work and routine maintenance on their workshop.
     And third, to provide shelter and food to vulnerable 
citizens in and around the town of Ayacucho, with a 
particular focus on the elderly and single mothers and 
their children.
     I invite you to visit Puriyninchik’s website 
https://puriyninchik.org where its projects are de-
scribed in more detail. If the website loads in Spanish, 
click on the U.S. flag at the top of the homepage for the 
English version. Puriyninchik’s Facebook page can be 
found by searching “Asociacion Puriyninchik Nuestro 
Caminar.” Thank you for your ongoing walk alongside 
Puriyninchik and our brothers and sisters in Peru!
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CHURCH LIFE

All Things Work Together For GoodRemember in Prayer
REMEMBER IN PRAYER: at home: Alan Christian, John 
Houston, Lula Ashley, Jeannie Satterfield, Sylvia Burke, 
Mary Chapman, Betty Houston, Carol Ann Allen, Josie 
Tiller (Home/Novant Main), Chris Price, Ed Dinwid-
die (Susan Cline’s brother), Marlene Cafferty (Amanda 
Knepp’s mother), Dennis Knepp (Jim Knepp’s father), 
The Robson Family (former Weekday School fami-
ly), Our Homebound Members, Jeremy and Luta Gar-
bat-Welch (PCUSA Missions in Malawi), Our Mission 
Partners in Peru, Chenoa Stock and José Luis Claure 
(PCUSA Missions in Peru). The prayer list is reset on the 
second Monday of each month. To submit or resubmit a 
prayer request, please contact Ron Nelson at 
ron@sharonpcusa.org. By request, prayer concerns may 
remain private and will not appear in the published list.

In Memory

Judith “Judy” Wooten Thrash (Member) - October 15th

Rodney Mallette - October 15th
Father of Kiki Neale

David Reed Ellsworth - October 29th
Father of Rev. Nadine Ellsworth-Moran

God’s Table of Solidarity

 Continued from front cover    
     Happy problem, 2. We began in-person worship, 
November 1st. Hooray! But with limitations. The Re-
opening Task force has capped attendance at 80. 
Eblasts have been going out about reserving your place 
online. If you have difficulties with the process, please 
call the church office. We’ll be taking temperatures and 
ushering you to certain pews, not your choice of pews. 
And, yuk, masks are required; more yuk, at first there 
will be no congregational singing. Still, it’s a start.
     Confident that all things work together for good for 
those who love God and are called according to his pur-
pose, I expect that we’ll continue making changes that, 
over time, will improve our congregational life.

Congratulations

Harrison Brisentine Hicks and Henry Auman Hicks, 
sons of Samantha and Brandon Hicks, were baptized on 

October 21st.

Continued from page 4  
     As a Presbyterian who has been to my fair share of 
potlucks and eaten a variety of delicious casseroles in 
a church’s fellowship hall, the Olla Común, which helps 
so many Peruvians survive around the country, allows 
me to view the act of cooking dishes and sharing a meal 
around a common table from a new and deeper per-
spective.
     We are called to God’s welcoming table as an act 
of solidarity with our neighbor. We are called to God’s 
table in humility, offering what we have, little as it may 
be. We are called to God’s table, leaving behind our 
judgments and biases, offering our unconditional love 
because ALL are invited to gather and take part. Though 
white flags might not indicate your call to God’s table, 
we can be assured by Pastor Pedro’s words that God will 
accompany us in finding it. “God has allowed us to do 
this work. God will show us the way.”
     Thank you for your accompaniment and support as 
we walk with our partners in inviting all of God’s people 
to the table. Won’t you join us?



Upd

5201 SHARON ROAD, CHARLOTTE, NC  28210
704-553-0869 | WWW.SHARONPCUSA.ORG

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE IS:
MONDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2020
SPCSUBMIT@SHARONPCUSA.ORG
CONTRIBUTORS TO THE NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER:

Writers & Editors:
Rob Blumer, All Things Work Together For 
Good 
Jennifer Hulighan, Building A Lasting Foun-
dation
Audra Nelson, SPY: Featuring Audra Nelson 
Chenoa Stock,  God’s Table of Solidarity 
Lance Burnette and Khris Wigington, 
Exciting Changes
Randy Ross and Tom Skinner, Our Walk 
Together

Photography: 
Barringer Construction
Dawn Rogers
Khris Wigington

The Church Scene: Gym Construction Pictures



 
 

 
 
November Birthdays 

1 Mike Christensen, Drew Davis, Ken 

McAfee 

2 Doug Allen, Brenda Fairbrother, Elliott 

Giffen, Trip Jendron, Michael Metzcus, 

Sherrie O’Donnell, Payson  Rhodes, 

McKager Stone 

3 Evie Baker, Pete Bleynat, Erin Grier, 

Mason McBride, Jackson Meacham, 

John Tutwiler 

4 George Chapman, Elaine Eichler, Bob 

Moore 

5 Greer Shafer 

6 Cheryl Davis, Max Jarnecke, Meghan 

Lluberas, Jane Wieland 

7 Becky Burgess, Jay Shawver, Lee Shrum, 

Diana Wade 

8 Dana DeSilva, Eleanor Lockwood, Austin 

Mack 

9 Matt Grady, Will Grady 

10 Abbie Cochell, Noah Cornwell,                   

Jan Murray, Norva Pickett 

11 Elizabeth Yates 

12 Suzanne Henke, Virginia Kenyon,           

Amy Teal 

13 Trey Clodfelter, Brian Wieland 

14 Matthew Dillard, Carolyn White 

 

15 Henry Baldwin, Katherine Blumer, Jean 

Cottom, Casey Edwards, Ethan Lewis 

16 Rey Flordelis, Will Geller 

17 Jacqueline Boersema 

18 Claire Droppelman, Hunter Griffith,  

Avery Pentz 

19 Dave Brown, Barbara Ellington, Ryan 

Fedell, Eli Gray, Hayden Jenkins 

20 Wyatt Bleau, Jacob Price 

21 Zachary Blanton, Linda Fox 

22 Reese Presson, Kevin Rogers, Lynda 

Thompson 

23 Lula Ashley, Bailey DeRose 

24 Ann Bryant, Grace Ann Owen, Lynn 

Wieland 

25 Adam Specker 

26 Carolyn Keith 

27 Bill McClure 

28 Ellis Brezinis 

29 Anna Jolly, Lindsey McGraw 

30 Sarah Jamison, Matthew Micheau, Josie 

Tiller, Anne Willette 

 

 

 
November Anniversaries
 1 Elizabeth and Todd PIckens 
 4 Susan and Alex Goeldner 
 5 Lauren and Eric Murray, Jessica and Skip 

Webb, Lynn and Brian Wieland 
 8 Jessica and Craig DeLucia, Vickie and 

Eddie Saine 
 10 Lisa and Keith Mason, Brittany and Jeff 

Mercado 
 13 Courtney and Joe Evans, Katrina and 

Charles Gordon 

 14 Yvonne and Bob Nadler, Miriam and 
David Wilson 

 17 Bette and Ray Beaty 
 18 Phyllis and Bill Acton 
 19 Gene and Jo Ann Manning 
 25 Ginny and Skip Long, Mary Ann and Bill 

Unferth 
 26 Robin and Darrell Shealy 
 28 Jean and Mike McDowell 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Gifts in Honor and Memory of Loved Ones: 

In Memory of Gladys Bryant, by Mary B. Keith 

In Memory of Anne Nixon Sherrill, by Barbara Ritchie 

In Memory of Fred Smith, by Wanda and Marc Towler 

In Memory of Grier Stanford, by Robin and Jim Harrill 

In Memory of William Stanford, by Robin and Jim Harrill 

 
 


