
Julie Walkup Bird: Interim Pastor

NOVEMBER 2021

     As you 
know, after 
12 years of 
dedicat-
ed service 
to Sharon 
Presbyteri-
an Church, 
Rob Blumer 

retired on October 31st. We enjoyed 
a reception following the 10:30am 
service on that day to honor Rob and 
thank him for his service to our con-
gregation.  He has made a meaning-
ful impact here and wish him a long, 
healthy, and enjoyable retirement!
     Shortly after Rob’s announcement 
in June, the Session designated an 
Interim Pastor Search Committee 
comprised of Liz DeNittis, Char-
lie Furr, and Andrew Kromer. Our 
Book of Order designates the task of 
finding an Interim/Transitional Pas-

tor to the Session alone. Following 
several months of intensive work, 
the Interim Pastor Search Commit-
tee recommended an Interim Pastor 
candidate to Session, whom was 
approved unanimously.  
     I am pleased to notify you that 
Julie Walkup Bird will begin her work 
at Sharon Presbyterian Church on 
Monday, December 13, 2021. Julie 
has a Master of Divinity from Co-
lumbia Theological Seminary and 
has 22 years of experience as an 
ordained pastor in the PC(USA). She 
has served congregations in Texas, 
India and Scotland and has been 
serving as Pastor/Head of Staff in 
her current congregation in South 
Carolina for 12 years. She brings gifts 
of organization, communication, and 
engagement which we believe will 
help our congregation prepare for 
and discern what God intends for 

our next Senior Pastor. 
This role will mean a move to Char-
lotte for Julie, her husband, and two 
teenagers.
     We are delighted that Julie 
will be joining us in December and 
expect that she will serve as our 
Interim Pastor for approximately 18 
months. She will serve as Head of 
Staff and fulfill the duties that Rob 
has been responsible for as Senior 
Pastor. She will work closely with 
the Session and congregation, and 
through listening, observing, and 
engaging, will help us prepare to 
begin a search for our next Senior 
Pastor. That search process will be 
led by a Pastor Nominating Commit-
tee, which will be comprised from 
members of the congregation.  
     Please join us in welcoming Julie 
Walkup Bird when she arrives in 
December!       
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AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Morning Song Sunday Worship Service - Sundays, 
8:30am, Chapel
The Morning Song service is a more contemporary type 
worship with wonderful acoustic music from the most 
talented musicians in town. This service is offered in 
addition to the 10:30am worship service. If you have 
any questions about either service, please contact the 
church office 704-553-0869.

Traditional Sunday Worship Service - Sundays, 
10:30am, In-person and Livestreamed
Indoor Worship service will be livestreamed on our 
YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC5A_lMrs95XNSIpxLI7TFLA for those of you that 
consider yourself ‘at-risk’, feel ill, have been recently 
diagnosed with COVID-19, or not yet comfortable with 
worshiping inside. Like and subscribe.

Red Cross Blood Drive - November 7th, 8:30am-1:00pm, 
Charles Little Gym
The Red Cross has sent an urgent plea for blood dona-
tions! Please contact the Red Cross to reserve a time to 
give or call Dave or Letty Latta at 704-321-3420 and we 
will reserve your spot. Thanks for all of the support!

Charlotte CROP Walk - November 7th, 1pm, walking laps 
around Memorial Stadium
Join our youth for the Charlotte CROP Walk to help end 
hunger and poverty locally, nationally, and international-
ly. The Walk will benefit local partners Crisis Assistance 
Ministry, Loaves & Fishes, and Second Harvest Food 
Bank of Metrolina. Meet in front of Caldwell Presbyte-
rian Church (1615 E 5th St, Charlotte, NC 28204), just 
a couple of blocks from the stadium. Street parking is 
available around the church. Parents can drop off their 
young people at 1pm; however, families and individu-
als of all ages are encouraged to participate and walk 
together as a church family! We might also “walk” to 
get ice cream (so bring a few dollars) before returning 
to Caldwell Presbyterian around 4pm. Youth will collect 
donations after both worship services on November 7th, 

or drop a donation (earmarked for “CROP WALK”) into 
the offering box in the narthex prior to the Walk.

The North Carolina Baroque presents: The Fountains 
of Versailles - Friday, November 12th, 7:30pm, Sanctuary 
(Free)
Sharon Presbyterian is proud to sponsor the North 
Carolina Baroque Orchestra’s 10th Anniversary perfor-
mance, featuring a 25-piece Baroque orchestra and mu-
sic by 18th century masters like Vivaldi and Telemann. 
Playing instruments from hundreds of years ago, the 
orchestra will take you back in time to the heyday of the 
palace of Versailles, when the fountains, sculptures and 
architecture were at their most opulent and spectacular.
Donations will be taken to support the Esther Brown 
Fund, which allows Sharon Presbyterian to bring special 
musical guests to enhance worship.

Spreading the Love: Reimagined Again – Sunday, 
November 21st in our homes, then drop-off at the church 
from 1 – 2pm under the covered walkway 
Join us in your homes for our Sixth Annual “Spreading 
the Love” serving opportunity. Because of the ongoing 
pandemic, we are again re-imagining this year’s event. 
We will be making 330 individually bagged sandwiches 
for Roof Above’s Soup Kitchen. 
Visit https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CA-
FAE23AB9-time to sign up to make sandwiches in batch-
es of ten (10, 20, 30, etc.), which is approximately one 
loaf of bread. We ask that participants purchase and do-
nate the sandwich-making supplies on their own, then 
make the sandwiches at home (either ham or turkey 
using four slices of meat on each sandwich – no cheese 
and no condiments) using good safety protocols by sani-
tizing prep surfaces and wearing masks and gloves. 
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GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sharon Presbyterian Church Turns 190! 
        In November, 
Sharon Church 
celebrates its 190th 
birthday. It has been 
traditional to cele-
brate the church’s 
anniversary in a big 
way every five years, 
but the pandemic 
has prevented that 
this year. Perhaps a 
year late next year?
     Back in 1830, this 
area was primarily 
populated by Scots-
Irish famers who 

had a Presbyterian heritage. There was no convenient 
church, the closest ones being Steele Creek, Sugaw 
Creek, and Providence, and also Sardis which was then 
an ARP church. There was a desire to have a convenient 
church, and a notice was circulated in the area inform-
ing the people of a meeting on the subject of a new 
church. The meeting was held on January 20, 1830, at 
the home of Mrs. Martha Kirkpatrick. During the course 
of the meeting, Rev. Samuel Williamson, pastor of Prov-
idence Church, preached a sermon. Those attending 
were unanimous in agreeing they should have a church 
convenient to them. They met again in February to 
choose a site and they chose what is now our campus. It 
took well over a year to organize and build.
     Soon after the meeting, the people petitioned Con-
cord Presbytery to form a Presbyterian church with the 
name of Sharon. No one is certain how the name was 
decided; most believe it was inspired by the Bible verse 
“I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys” Song 
of Solomon: 2:1. The first official service was on No-
vember 4, 1831, when the church elected its first three 
elders.
     To our knowledge, no photograph exists of the orig-
inal sanctuary. The exact location is not even known. 
The best guess is that it was located in what is now the 
front parking lot. We do know the original sanctuary was 

wood and fairly small. There was a gallery for the ser-
vant members of the congregation. Slaves were always 
referred to as servants in church records. The earliest 
membership rolls in existence date to 1841, when Sharon 
had 79 members.
     The first sanctuary served the congregation for 60 
years, until the new brick sanctuary (now called the 
chapel) was dedicated in 1891. The first sanctuary was 
then demolished. The new brick sanctuary served the 
congregation for 103 years, until our new worship center 
was completed in 1994. 
     Over the years other buildings have been added to 
meet the needs of the people. Some buildings no longer 
exist. Sharon School was once on our grounds, and a 
leftover World War I building was a community house 
for many years. The first manse was demolished when 
a replacement was built which is now the Samaritan 
Counseling Center. Our cemetery has been here since 
the beginning, as the first burial was in 1831. It has been 
expanded three times. A columbarium was created in 
the late 1990s and it filled up so rapidly that another has 
been added. About 1,300 souls have been laid to rest on 
our grounds.
     The Sharon community over the years has evolved 
from rural to suburban and is now rapidly becoming ur-
ban. What will the future bring? In just 10 years we will 
celebrate our Bicentennial!
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

Spreading the Love: Reimagined Again
     Join us in your homes 
for our Sixth Annual 
“Spreading the Love” serv-
ing opportunity. Sunday, 
November 21st, then drop-
off at the church from 1 
– 2pm under the covered 
walkway. In conjunction 
with National Hunger & 
Homelessness Awareness 
Week (November 13th – 
21st, 2021) and just before 
our celebrations of the 

Thanksgiving holiday, our congregation is seeking to be 
a blessing to others in our community by making 330 
sandwiches for Charlotte’s Roof Above Soup Kitchen.  As 
we count our blessings in Christ and seek to envision 
and pray for a world in which no one goes hungry, we 
hope you will join us in this family-friendly activity to 
serve those who are hungry right here in Charlotte.
     Because of 
the ongoing 
pandemic, 
we are again 
re-imagining 
this year’s 
event by 
asking church 
members 
and guests to 
make individ-
ually bagged 
sandwiches for the Roof Above Soup Kitchen.  A sign-up 
will be going out in upcoming e-blasts for individuals or 
families to make sandwiches in batches of ten (10, 20, 
30, etc.), which is approximately one loaf of bread.  We 
ask that participants purchase and donate the sand-
wich-making supplies on their own, then make the 
sandwiches at home (either ham or turkey using four 
slices of meat on each sandwich – no cheese and no 
condiments) using good safety protocols by sanitizing 
prep surfaces and wearing masks and gloves.  Complete 

instructions will be included in the sign-up link.  
     Members and friends of the Serving Committee will 
collect and refrigerate the sandwiches for delivery to 
Roof Above.  The sandwich drop-off will happen at the 
church on Sunday, November 21st, from 1 - 2 pm at a 
station underneath the covered walkway in the semi-
nary-side parking lot.  
     Roof Above’s mission is “to unite the community to 
end homelessness, one life at a time.”  Roof Above was 
formed by the merger of Urban Ministry Center and 
Men’s Shelter of Charlotte, two wonderful organizations 
specializing in homeless services. Roof Above is now a 
comprehensive program serving 1,200 people per day 
through a spectrum of services ranging from street out-
reach, day services, emergency shelter, and permanent 
supportive housing. 
     Roof Above’s Day Services Center is open to anyone, 
specifically those who are experiencing homelessness, 
as well those who are unstably housed. Part of that min-
istry is providing a daily, year-round lunch. Roof Above’s 
“Operation Sandwich” program is committed more than 
ever to assist in feeding those in need during the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic. They serve 600 sandwiches 
each day – that is over 200,000 sandwiches on an annu-
al basis! 
     Grab some bread, meat, and sandwich baggies and 
help “Spread the Love” to our most vulnerable neighbors 
in Christ!
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YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

SPWS Brick Walkway Campaign
     Sharon 
Presby-
terian 
Weekday 
School is 
excited to 
announce 
the begin-
ning of our 
second 
Annu-
al Brick 
Campaign 

was Friday October 15th, and contin-
ued until Friday October 29th. 
     Let me share with you how this 
all came about. Katherine and I have 
always told folks that we have five 
boys, two grandsons, and a male 
dog. Sadly, we lost our son Blake last 
April. We quickly decided that one of 
the best ways to deal with our grief 
was to do something honoring Blake 
and his adventurous spirit. From 
these thoughts came the creation 
of the Blake Lawrence Hart Endow-
ment Fund. 
     We formed a board of directors 
which includes William Goldfarb, 
Ronnie Craig, Jim Huskey, TJ Solo-
mon, Khris Wigington, and my wife 
Katherine. We discussed and deeply 
considered what the purpose of the 
Endowment should be and how to 
implement its goals. 
     The Endowment has three main 
areas of focus, Supporting the 
Teachers and Staff of the school, 
help with maintaining the school 
building and the grounds and finally, 
support of the music ministries of 

the Church. The last was included 
as Blake was a self-taught musician 
who played many different types 
of guitars and bass, as well as the 
piano. 
     We began our fundraising last 
summer and I am so proud to 
announce that even in the worst 
grips of Covid we raised over 30000 
dollars. The goal for this Endowment 
is to be self-sustaining and once we 
reach 50000 the Endowment will 
generate dividends and interest off 
the principal of the Fund. 

     Part of the support of the teach-
ers and staff was to help financially 
and to award bonuses to these great 
hard working and dedicated teach-
ers. Last year, we were delighted to 
be able to provide a Christmas bonus 
to all. It was certainly deserved. 
We have partnered with a master 
company for our Brick Campaign, 
Bricks R Us. They have done fund-
raising for years and all the help they 
provide is free when a brick order is 
placed.

     Lastly, if you have not had a 
chance to view our first engraved 
brick walkway, please come over a 
take a look. The walkways allow for 
people to honor former or cur-
rent students and teachers as well 
as loved ones. The bricks are high 
quality and the design is impeccable. 
There are two different sizes that 
may be ordered---a 4x8 for $100 or 
an 8x8 for $225. All proceeds from 
the campaign go directly to the En-
dowment. 
     Please feel free to contact me, 
Bill Hart, directly at wlhart@wlhart-
lawfirm.com or Jennifer Hulighan, 
spws@sharonpcusa.org at the Week-
day School.
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SUPPORT SERVE

Red Cross Blood Drive
     Every 
two seconds 
someone in the 
United States 
needs a blood 
transfusion. 
Even though 
we often think 
of this need as 

it relates to accidents (a single car accident victim can 
require as many as 100 units), blood is also essential for 
surgeries, cancer treatment and chronic illnesses. As 
an example of this, Sickle Cell disease affects 90,000 
to 100,000 people in the U.S. and these patients can 
require blood transfusions throughout their lives. In 
addition, many people diagnosed with cancer this year 
will need blood, sometimes daily, during chemotherapy 
treatment.
Blood and platelets cannot be manufactured and must 
come from volunteer donors. Even so, less than 38% of 
the population is eligible to give blood or platelets.  
Through volunteers and donors, the Red Cross provides 
about 40% of our country’s blood and blood compo-
nents. Each year, an estimated 6.8 million people in the 
U.S. donate blood. (The information above and other 

facts can be found on the American Red Cross Blood 
site.)
Sharon Presbyterian has been a steady support for 
the Red Cross for years. According to figures from the 
Red Cross, there have been 24 blood drives held at the 
church since 2017 with a total of 587 units collected. 
Based on each unit of blood helping at least 3 people, 
the church’s support has helped 1,761 lives. (Information 
from the local Red Cross). In addition, the church has 
hosted 5 corporate drives, using the Bloodmobile, that 
had to be moved to our campus because corporate offic-
es were closed during the pandemic. We had volunteers 
on site for those drives as well and some of our church 
members donated during those drives.
The next Red Cross Drive at Sharon is November 7th, 
8:30am - 1:00pm. Those wishing to sign up can go to 
redcrossblood.org or contact David or Letty Latta at 
llatta6919@aol.com or 704-321-3420.
In addition, we will be holding future Blood Drives on: 
February 20, 2022, May 15, 2022, August 14, 2022, and 
November 6, 2022.
We are so appreciative of the support of the Blood 
Drives. Please let us know if you are interested in donat-
ing blood or wish to volunteer to help.  

Serving in the Name of Christ
     We heard you were looking for 
ways to Serve, but really didn’t know 
how. You know that serving is our 
calling and how rewarding it can be 
but have yet to dip your toes into 
participation here at Sharon. Oh, 
and it requires so little effort. So, 
we’ll continue to highlight opportu-
nities monthly and give you options 
to invest an hour or so, and as a 
bonus; you may make some cool 
friends while you’re at it.

     Our latest opportunity is com-
ing up in November. Our ongoing 
Spreading the Love event for the 
Roof Above program. During normal 
times (returning soon) we would 
meet in the gym for breakfast, then 
spread the love and make sandwich-
es for those in need.
     In these times of safe distancing, 
we will make them at home and drop 
them off at the Church. Be on the 
lookout for an upcoming Sign-Up 

Genius. Simply select your slot, and 
you’ll help make a difference.
     Thank you in advance, and enjoy 
this serving opportunity.
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CHURCH LIFE

     My wife Reese and I joined Sharon 
Presbyterian Church in 2002. The 
pastor at the time was John Alexan-
der. He passed on shortly after we 
joined so we didn’t get to know him. 
I believe he served Sharon for about 
10 years. During the time before and 
after John passed, there were several 
two, three, and four year pastors. 
That was until Rob arrived. Rob has 
served Sharon for 12 years.
I’m going to mention a few of the 
many accomplishments of Sharon 
Presbyterian Church achieved under 
Rob’s leadership.
     The Union Presbyterian Seminary 
campus on our property moved here 
due to Rob. Under his leadership, a 
group was put together to negotiate 
and complete the Presbyterian sem-
inary being located here.    
     Now there is discussion of hope-
fully a closer relationship with the 
seminary students and Sharon 
Presbyterian Church to the benefit 
of both.
     Our music and worship vast-
ly improved with the addition of 
David Tang (hired by Rob), a new 
organ, grand piano, revamped sound 
system, and updated audio/visual 
system for enhanced online viewing 
of worship. Rob worked his magic 
behind the scenes to bring us to 
today’s standard.
     Alcoholics Anonymous… I’m not 
sure of the numbers prior to Rob 
arriving, but now they have grown to 
600 members weekly, attending 17 
different AA meetings. We also have 
two Al-Anon meetings weekly.

Prior to Rob arriving Sharon Presby-
terian Church has had four separate 
master plans drawn up for church 
expansion and improvement. There 
was a lot of energy invested and 
planning money invested, and then 
the four separate master plans have 
been shelved by the church. Many 
of our members wondered if we’d 
ever complete a plan to expand and 
improve.
     Under his leadership… The Grow-
ing To Serve campaign was started 
and the initial stages of the plans 
have been completed and paid for. 
We now have as part of the plan the 
beautiful Christine Price Outreach 
Center to serve the church and 
community. Just one of the commu-
nity benefits is a relationship with 
Inreach for athletic use of the facil-
ity. Inreach is an organization that 
serves special needs adults in our 
community. There are also several 
other community ministries being 
discussed currently. To put it simply, 
Rob restored confidence in what this 
church can do.
     Prior to Rob’s arrival, you could 
drop by this church many days 
during the week and the parking lot 
was empty. Now, never a day goes by 
that the parking lot and surround-
ing buildings are not humming with 
activity.
     I better stop before Robs’ ego 
swells any further. But I would like 
to talk personally about him, not 
solely as my pastor but as my friend. 
Shortly after his arrival here, I was 
diagnosed with cancer, and there 
was no one more in touch with me 

than Rob. He was a good friend to 
me as well as my wife Reese, giving 
us pastoral and friend support.
     Fast forward a few years, he was 
indispensable as our pastor and 
friend when we lost a grandchild 
during her birth, and most recent-
ly he was there when we lost our 
daughter unexpectedly. Then earlier 
this year I was diagnosed with heart 
failure. During my recovery time, 
Rob was with us every step of the 
way. In my 67 years, I have never had 
this kind of close, supportive rela-
tionship with any of my pastors.
So, Sharon Presbyterian Church 
owes him a big thanks, but I can per-
sonally speak of him as a dear friend. 
God bless you Rob as you move into 
the next phase of your life in a busy 
retirement.

Twelve Years of Leadership By Don Presson
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November Birthdays 

1 Mike Christensen, Drew Davis, Ken McAfee 

2 Doug Allen, Brenda Fairbrother, Elliott Giffen, 

Trip Jendron, Michael Metzcus, Sherrie 

O’Donnell, Payson  Rhodes, McKager Stone 

3 Evie Baker, Pete Bleynat, Erin Grier, Mason 

McBride, Jackson Meacham, John Tutwiler 

4 George Chapman, Elaine Eichler, Bob Moore 

5 Greer Shafer 

6 Max Jarnecke, Meghan Lluberas, Jane Wieland 

7 Becky Burgess, Jay Shawver, Lee Shrum, Diana 

Wade 

8 Dana DeSilva, Eleanor Lockwood, Austin Mack 

9 Matt Grady, Will Grady 

10 Abbie Cochell, Noah Cornwell,                   Jan 

Murray, Norva Pickett 

11 Elizabeth Yates 

12 Suzanne Henke, Virginia Kenyon,           Amy Teal 

13 Trey Clodfelter, Brian Wieland 

14 Matthew Dillard, Carolyn White 

 

15 Henry Baldwin, Jean Cottom, Casey Edwards, 

Ethan Lewis 

16 Rey Flordelis, Will Geller 

17 Jacqueline Boersema 

18 Claire Droppelman, Hunter Griffith,  Avery Pentz 

19 Dave Brown, Barbara Ellington, Ryan Fedell, Eli 

Gray, Hayden Jenkins 

20 Wyatt Bleau, Jacob Price 

21 Zachary Blanton, Linda Fox 

22 Reese Presson, Kevin Rogers, Lynda Thompson 

23 Bailey DeRose 

24 Ann Bryant, Grace Ann Owen, Lynn Wieland 

25 Adam Specker 

26 Carolyn Keith 

27 Bill McClure 

28 Ellis Brezinis 

29 Anna Jolly, Lindsey McGraw 

30 Sarah Jamison, Matthew Micheau, Josie Tiller, 

Anne Willette 

 

 

 
November Anniversaries
 1 Elizabeth and Todd PIckens 
 4 Susan and Alex Goeldner 
 5 Lauren and Eric Murray, Jessica and Skip Webb, 

Lynn and Brian Wieland 
 8 Jessica and Craig DeLucia, Vickie and Eddie Saine 
 10 Brittany and Jeff Mercado 
 13 Courtney and Joe Evans, Katrina and Charles 

Gordon 

 14 Yvonne and Bob Nadler, Miriam and David 
Wilson 

 17 Bette and Ray Beaty 
 18 Phyllis and Bill Acton 
 19 Gene and Jo Ann Manning 
 25 Ginny and Skip Long, Mary Ann and Bill Unferth 
 26 Robin and Darrell Shealy 
 28 Jean and Mike McDowell 
 

 
 
Gifts in Honor and Memory of Loved Ones: 
   
  In Memory of Lula Ashley, by Jack Lemonds, The Christian Fellowship Sunday      
  School Class, Lany Jordan, Tom Paxton Phillips, Presbyterian Women Circle #7, Charles     
  Alley, Kaye Dumond, Dot and Ray Phillips, Janet and Bill McFadden, Ann and Walt     
  Densmore, Martha B. Alexander, Elizabeth and David Cunningham 
 
  In Memory of Frankie Beaty, by Jack Lemonds, J.H. Black, The Christian Fellowship Sunday    
  School Class 
 
  In Memory of Sylvia Burke, by Charles Alley, Kaye Dumond, Shirley Clontz, Lori and Mike    
  Ussery, Linda and Tom Skinner, Mary and John Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Stan Morton 
 
  In Memory of Ron Ledford, by The Christian Fellowship Sunday School Class, Charles Alley, Kaye    
  Dumond, Alice and James Dickson, Wayne Whiteside 

                 In Memory of Isabelle Stanford, by Jack Lemonds, Mary and John Miller, Presbyterian Women Circle #7 


