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We Were Made For Fellowship

The world is a dangerous place,
not that we have a choice. Certain
American cities are in chaos, and a
mystery virus forces decisions on
the whole population we’ve never had to make before: masking,
distancing, isolation, even fear of
fellowship. We’ve had an election
with ample anecdotal evidence of
mischief to make us doubt the honor
of our fellow citizens. Shutdowns,
cancelations, and family holiday
plans in jeopardy.
In our church, much extra effort
is being spent behind the scenes
to live into the call of Christ. Many
of you are aware of it. Our weekday school with extra cleaning and
limited intermingling of classes
carries on. Our youth group still
meets, but in very small groupings.
Sunday School classes are Zooming, as are circles and other small
groups. The Session and committees
meet the same way, via internet.

We are continuing our ministries of
compassion. And you -- bless you!
-- have continued with generosity
in giving. And, on Sunday, November
22nd, we exceeded our planned goal
of sandwiches your prepared in your
homes and delivered to the church
for feeding the hungry.
If there are congregations that are
more successfully weathering this
viral deluge than is ours, I don’t
know of them.
The thing that strains me most is
not seeing more of you more of the
time. We were made for
fellowship. Those of you unable to
get out at all, must feel this more
deeply than I. I miss you on Sunday
morning most of all. Still, it has been
good to start up worship in person,
again, even with attendance being
limited; and, as a friend recently reminded me, “Though we worship in
limited numbers, we are worshiping
for the whole congregation.” Though

many of you can’t get out, you
are present with us in spirit.
But it is Christmas time! We supposed to be filled with good cheer.
I think; however, this difficult time
opens us to a more potent, and in
its own way, a warmer Christmas
awareness. Philippians 2 reminds
us: [Jesus] though he was in the form
of God, did not regard equality with
God as something to be exploited, but
emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness.
Think of it, Mary and Joseph on
foot and donkey, forced to travel
from Nazareth to Bethlehem to register with an oppressive regime that
ruled by force, Jesus born without
a home and into a family eventually
forced to flee into Egypt….
The Son of God knows our frame,
because he was/is one with us for
better, for worse, for richer, for
poorer, in sickness and in health …
forever.

AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming at Sharon
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (RESERVATIONS
REQUIRED) - December 24th at 8 pm; Sanctuary; Limited
Seating
O come, let us adore Him as we celebrate the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ through scripture, joyful music, and
hope-filled candlelight. This celebratory service will conclude outdoors with masked participants singing “Silent
Night” by candlelight in the patio and fountain area near
the sanctuary, so please dress accordingly.
Because of COVID restrictions, physical distancing
requirements, and limited seating, RESERVATIONS
ARE A MUST. Christmas Eve reservations can be made
online at www.sharonpcusa.org/events or by calling the
church office at 704-553-0869. We cannot guarantee
seating without a reservation.
Out of love for God and neighbor and for everyone’s
well-being, we ask that you adhere to these specific
guidelines if you wish to attend:
• Online worship will be available. We will post an online Christmas Eve Communion Worship Service and a
Family-friendly Christmas Eve Worship Service (Church
Webpage, YouTube, and Facebook).
• Anyone over age 65 or otherwise “at-risk” is strongly
encouraged to worship with us virtually.
• If you are exhibiting any symptoms of a cold, flu, etc.,
please utilize the online worship options.
• If you or anyone in your family has been exposed to
someone with COVID-19, please utilize the online worship options.
• Temperatures will be taken at the door, and anyone
with a temperature of 100.4F or more will be asked not
to enter and advised to see their physician.
• Face masks/coverings are required. You must wear
a properly fitted face mask/covering upon entering,
during the entire service, upon exiting, and during the
singing of “Silent Night” outdoors. Unfortunately, we
cannot make any exceptions.
• Ushers will guide worshipers to their seats to maximize physical distancing and seating capacity.
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Special Services
(Reservations required for all indoor worship services)
Service of Lessons & Carols – Sunday, December 20th,
10:30am , Sanctuary
Christmas Eve Services - Thursday, December 24th,
5:00pm Online Family Service; 8:00pm Candlelight Worship Service, Sanctuary
Sunday Morning Online Worship Service
VIDEO posted on YouTube, Facebook, and our website.
New video posted Sundays at 8:30am. Watch any time.
Our worship leaders, choir and Morning Song team
present a shortened, “made for TV” worship service,
complete with a Time with Young Children!
Lectionary Lessons: All ages of adults
VIA ZOOM - Sundays at 9:30am
This class focuses upon the Scripture Lessons scheduled
several weeks before their use in the Sunday Services.
With Dr. Blumer’s guidance, we explore the meaning and
relevance of the lessons in today’s world. To join, email
Susie Banks at marysesther@gmail.com.
Covenant-Westminster Sunday School Class: All ages
of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
Topic of study: The Evolution of the West, How Christianity Has Shaped Our Values by Nick Spencer. All
church members are invited to participate. To join,
email David Beers at dbeers22@bellsouth.net.
Horizon Sunday School Class: All ages of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
Please join us as we prepare for Advent with a study of
Old Testament Prophecy regarding the Messiah. We
will seek God’s word from the four themes of Advent:
Hope, Peace, Joy & Love. To join, email David Stanford at
davids@hgrconstruction.com.

GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Worship During Advent and Christmas

“Worship during the Pandemic” continues to be our
theme. However, all of us involved in developing our
worship -- the center of the life of the Christian church,
as Dr. Blumer often reminds us – remain absorbed with
energy, intelligence, imagination and love to engage our
congregation in our central task/joy before God. Within
this theme of “Worship during the Pandemic” we have
five key points to highlight for Advent and Christmas.
1. We welcome back David Tang, who was away for a
couple of months, tending to family matters. While
you may not have noticed his absence giving these odd
times, all of us who actively work to prepare worship did
notice how much David has been missed. It is a thrill to
have his talents and devoted, Christian spirit involved
afresh.
2. Our scheduling is delayed on our organ and piano
dedication and the related upgrades to video and audio
capabilities. Some of the required parts for the upgrades
to our video and audio capabilities were inadvertently
left out of the shipment. We’d hoped to begin the up-

grades before Thanksgiving. Now theses upgrades will
be occurring during the Advent Season…we hope.
3. Special Services this Advent Season include a videoed
version of Lessons and Carols, and an in-person Christmas Eve Service. The Christmas Eve in-person service
will not include communion this year, but it will include
candle lighting and an outdoor singing of Silent Night –
socially distanced – as we prepare to depart.
4. There will be a virtual Communion Service offered
online on Christmas Eve for you to share with all of your
gathered family. We hope that you will participate with
all of your extended family wherever you will be.
5. Lastly, please, please do register online if you plan to
attend worship in person. While we do hold some seats
for those that have not registered in advance, it really
helps our planning and will make it much easier on our
ushers and our staff in the event of a worshipper contracting Covid-19 and the subsequent need to contact all
who worshipped in the sanctuary.

Reverse Advent Calendar
Try something new during the Advent and Christmas
seasons: A Reverse Advent Calendar! What a wonderful
way to introduce a new spiritual practice. Simply place
a box or basket in your home, and each day in December add another non-perishable food item (no glass
containers please) for our local food pantry, Loaves and
Fishes. If you do not have or cannot get the suggested
item for the day, substitute another item of your choice.
If you miss a day, that’s ok too! Grace abounds! As we
joyfully celebrate the birth and anticipate the return of
our Lord and Savior, may we also seek to be a blessing
to our most vulnerable neighbors. Bring your filled box
or basket to our in-person worship service on January
3rd or watch our communications for another drive-by
drop-off for Loaves and Fishes in early January. O Come,
O Come Emmanuel (God-With-Us)!
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

2020 Presbytery Legacy Award Recipient
Congratulations in Christ to
Charles Alley who was recently
honored by Charlotte Presbytery as a Legacy Award recipient at a recent online Presbytery Meeting. Usually, the
Legacy Award recipients are
honored at a Presbytery-wide
luncheon; but this year, COVID
upended those plans. So, we
are reimagining how to celebrate Charles by including this honorary moment in our
December newsletter.
The purpose of the Legacy Award is to recognize
older adults in the Presbytery of Charlotte, 70 years or
older, who exemplify positive images of aging personally and in the life of their congregation and community.
Charles indeed exemplifies a life of love and service to
God and neighbor.
Our own Susan Cline met with Charles and penned
these beautiful words:
A former minister asked Charles if he knew what
the young people called him. “No,” was Charles’s reply.
“What do they call me?” “Moses,” she said. At which
point Charles chuckled modestly. “I don’t think I’ve led
anyone to the promised land.”
This is Charles Alley’s effect on our young people
today even though they do not know of his accomplishments as a deacon, an elder or his activities as Moderator of our Presbytery, chairman of the Committee on
Ministry or as a delegate to our General Assembly.
Unlike Moses, though, Charles has never tried to excuse
himself from a call to serve God or to serve our church.
For many years he led an adult Sunday school class.
Even today, his knowledge of the Bible, the Book of Order, our Book of Confessions, the history of the church
and Christian theology is sought after and respected by
current leaders.
A more mundane but also important contribution was
to install a sound system in our sanctuary and maintain
it for 20 years, while training members to operate it. He
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served on a myriad of committees such as property and
building.
Charles was called to leadership during some sticky
and contentious times: the reunion of our split denomination and the exploration of human sexuality issues.
He has a strong moral and ethical compass which points
true north and governs how he lives his life and how he
leads others through the wilderness. It makes tough
decisions seem easy. This is not to say he is without
humor, is stiff-necked, judgmental or out of touch with
the times. After one particularly dicey trip through some
figurative mine fields, he concluded by saying, “If you
don’t think I’ve been fair, I haven’t done my job.” If I were
to pick a judge and jury for my trial, I would want all of
them to have the wisdom, judgment and fairmindedness
of Charles.
Recently, Mary Jo,
Charles’ beloved partner and mother of his
three children left this
earth. He had been her
attentive caregiver for
several years and undoubtedly felt deep grief
and was adrift. Not for long. He joined our Shepherd’s
program which ministers to and nurtures our less active
members so that they will never think their church has
forgotten them. He was a particularly calming influence
on one man who was agitated and confused. He also
reached out to a stroke survivor who had a diminished
ability to speak. Charles seems energized as he takes on
these kinds of challenges.
Charles concluded our visit by paraphrasing Shirley
Guthrie from In Response to God: “Everything you do
reflects on your relationship with God.” Then he added,
“Anything that negatively affects your relationship with
God is a sin.”
Congratulations, Charles! We are delighted to celebrate you today, and pray God’s blessings upon you
always!

SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

Safe Holiday Travels
As we prepare to travel this
holiday season, I want to share how
thankful I am for the opportunity
to share each day with our families
at Sharon Presbyterian Weekday
School. Now, more than ever, I’m so
grateful for the little piece of “normal” we feel when our classes are
filled with children. In a world where
there is so much uncertainty, the
one thing that remains unchanged
is the joy each child brings to school
every day. The energy and excitement to learn is contagious and
gives us all strength and hope. With
the commitment from our teachers
and families, we have been open for
the past 10+ weeks.
Each and every family and staff

member have gone above and beyond over the last 10 weeks and I am
amazed daily at the support to keep
our weekday school healthy. Our
staff remains dedicated to limiting
our exposure outside of school in
order to keep our students healthy
and our doors open.
As our cases increase, it continues to hit closer to home than many
of us would ever want. It is hard to
find many people who haven’t been
personally impacted by a COVID
case. Please know that at SPWS, we
will support all our families as we
continue to navigate this virus. It
isn’t a matter of “if” but “when” it affects you personally. This virus has
no boundaries and is everywhere,

even when following all the proper
protocols. We will handle each and
every case with grace and understanding. We are all in this together
and together we are stronger.
We appreciate the thoughtfulness
of our weekday school and church
family during the holiday season and
winter months. Our success over the
last 10 weeks has come with hard
work and dedication. As we continue, that same dedication will see us
through the next few months. Thank
you in advance for continuing to
adhere and exceed the protocols we
have put in place at SPWS.
Wishing each and every one of you a
safe, healthy, and joyous Christmas!

Preschool Enrollment…Virtual Style
Modification has become key over the last several
months as we all learn to adjust with the ever-changing
guidelines brought by 2020. January is a very busy time
at the weekday school as we prepare to welcome perspective families looking for a preschool to call home.
In a typical year, we would provide individualized
tours for 20 to 30 families. These tours would be conducted during school hours so families could meet our
teachers, watch them interact with students and see
our campus full of life. As COVID would have it, that isn’t
ideal this year so we have worked creatively to find a
way to adapt.
As we began to prepare for 2021-22 enrollment,
we knew tours would look a little different. Thanks
to technology, we will be providing a virtual tour this
January. This video will be filled with information about
our mission, philosophy, curriculum, and many details
in between. Perspective families will also be able to view
a slideshow of our 2019-20 school year complete with

children’s songs from our music classes. Who knew
the video we made the end of May would serve multiple purposes? I never envisioned our YouTube channel
would still be active but it has proved very useful over
the past 9 months.
We will hold a few Open Houses for families to tour
our facility in a socially distance, masked way to minimize contact. Families will have the opportunity to
meet with me and ask any particular questions. A question-and-answer email will be sent following each event
so all parents can have a wealth of information. We are
also preparing a COVID Information sheet for our tour
packet outlining our new protocols and testimonials
from families who have experienced “preschool in a
pandemic world”.
One thing 2020 taught us is how to be flexible. We
are grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve our
church and community at SPWS.
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SUPPORT SERVE

Thank You For Your Generosity
THANKS TO
YOU, Sharon
Presbyterian Church has
participated in
the Room In the
Inn Program for
24 years, providing shelter
and meals for 12
neighbors, every
Friday night, from
the beginning of December to the end of March. As you
may already know, Roof Above (previously known as
Urban Ministry) has reorganized their Room In the Inn
Program (RITI) this year to accommodate the COVID-19
regulations. The Statesville Avenue Men’s Shelter, the
Salvation Army Center for Hope, and the Tryon Street
shelter have been renovated and reorganized to provide

an increased number of shelter beds during the colder weather. Also, a local motel is housing guests with
COVID risk factors. For the safety of our neighbors and
our congregation, those experiencing homelessness will
NOT be spending the night or having meals this year at
our Church.
Roof Above has asked the Mecklenburg Community
for support with RITI in the following ways:
• Prepare and deliver 130 lunches each day during the
colder months for overflow guests housed at the renovated Statesville Avenue Shelter (now called the Giles
Center).
• Provide In-Kind Donations, including travel size toiletries, socks, warm hats and gloves, boxer-briefs, and
financial donations.
After the recent approval by the Session, Sharon
Presbyterian signed up to continue our service to those
experiencing homelessness by doing the following:
Continued top right page 7

Shelter Meals Update and Thank You!

For many years, Sharon Presbyterian Church has been providing
the evening meal the last Saturday
of the month at the Tryon Street
Men’s Shelter and the Salvation
Army Women’s Shelter on Spratt
Street, and on the first Tuesday of
each month at the Statesville Avenue Men’s Shelter. During this time,
church members have provided the
meat loaves, biscuits, and desserts,
as well as the labor to prepare these
meals, thus saving the church a lot
of money.
All this came to an end with the
onset of the Coronavirus in March.
Volunteers were prohibited from
entering or working at the shelters. Sharon Church began send-
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ing monthly checks to Roof Above
for the two men’s shelters and the
Salvation Army Women’s Shelter to
offset the cost of the meals that the
shelters now have to prepare on the
nights we were scheduled to serve.
Sharon Church recently received
a very nice gift in the form of a gift
card that had to be spent; it couldn’t
be handed over to the shelter. The
decision was made to purchase beef
stew or chicken and dumplings,
green beans, dinner rolls, cookies, tea/lemonade, and disposable
products for serving (necessary
due to the pandemic). We were told
to prepare for approximately 600
guests for the three shelters, an
increase of 25% over pre-pandemic

head-counts.
Due to the increase in the number of guests and the need to purchase directly all the food for the
meals, the cost to the church for
these meals has increased 94% over
budget. We hope to continue to
either send a check or provide purchased food to the shelters until the
pandemic subsides.
Please know your special contributions for this ministry have
allowed us to continue providing
these meals to our most vulnerable
neighbors in Christ. Thank you very
much for your compassion, dedication, and generosity.

CHURCH LIFE
Remember in Prayer

Room In The Inn Update

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: at home: Ginny Dawson, Mary
Keith, Caroline Brown, Barbara Ritchie, Mary Chapman
(Sharon Towers’ Rehab), Alan Christian, John Houston,
Jeannie Satterfield, Sylvia Burke, Betty Houston, Carol Ann Allen, Josie Tiller (Home/Novant Main), Chris
Price, Ladson F. Hart (Ladson Hart’s father), Jan Bodnar
(former member), Ed Dinwiddie (Susan Cline’s brother),
Dennis Knepp (Jim Knepp’s father), The Robson Family
(former Weekday School family), our homebound members, Jeremy and Luta Garbat-Welch (PCUSA Missions in
Malawi), our mission partners in Peru, Chenoa Stock and
José Luis Claure (PCUSA Missions in Peru). The prayer
list is reset on the second Monday of each month. To
submit or resubmit a prayer request, please contact
Ron Nelson at ron@sharonpcusa.org. By request, prayer
concerns may remain private and will not appear in the
published list.

Continued from top page 6
• The first and third Fridays of December, January,
February and March, we will prepare and deliver 130
lunches to the Statesville Avenue center. Each lunch will
include two sandwiches, an apple, snack, water, and a
napkin.
1. Each “lunch assembly event” will be held in the
gym of the Charles Little Building, from 2:00 to 4:00 PM,
on the designated Fridays.
2. Six volunteers will be needed to make the lunches, plus one driver to take the lunches to the Statesville
Avenue shelter on Friday evenings. A Team Leader will
also be present to set up the items in the gym and organize the assembly line of volunteers.
3. ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST WEAR MASKS AND
GLOVES. Tables will be set up so that everyone will be
at least 6 feet apart. After the event, the tables will be
sanitized and an outside company will clean the entire
gym.
4. If you are interested in helping, contact Phyllis
Acton at pacton70@gmail.com
5. A Team Leader will call you the week before the
event to make sure it still works for you.
6. In-Kind Donations: The items listed above (travel
size toiletries, socks, razors, hats, boxer shorts, etc.)
may be placed in the white wicker basket, on the floor
under the mail boxes in the hall by the choir room.
• If a person is not comfortable physically helping, a financial donation can be made to “Sharon Presbyterian”,
earmarked RITI. Circles, Sunday School Classes, Bible
Study groups, etc. may wish to collect donations jointly,
as a group service project. If enough money is collected,
we may be able to sign up for additional “lunch assembly days” in February or March.
Thank you for your consideration and continued
service! If you have any questions, please contact Phyllis
Acton at pacton70@gmail.com or 980-253-7326. STAY
SAFE!!

In Memory
Rachel King - November 22nd
Daughter of Reese and Don Presson
Amelia “Ame” Elliott Hunter - November 22nd
Sister of Jeff Elliott
Marlene Cafferty - November 24th
Mother of Amanda Knepp
David Gandossy - November 27th
Brother-in-law of Cheryl Allee
Uok Cil - December 3rd
Grandfather of Kacey Liang
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December 2020 Birthdays
1 Eva Davis, Devon Pentz, Charlie Smith
2 Rob Davis, Anne Moffat
3 John Harvey
4 Nick Cannon, Olivia Mickler, Holden
Milkey, Marshall Nicholson, Amy
Vermillion, Erika Whitley
5 Riley Branham, Matthew Rogers, Allison
Wieland
6 Ron Dougherty, Darie Lapp, Jeff Rogers,
Emmie Webb
7 Sallie Alexander, Jimmy Bell, Hunter
Greer, Maria Harvey, Arden Jones, Myra
Rounds, Joanna Walker
9 Lilly Bashore, Ross Howard, Kathy
Odom, Tracey Schacher
10 Peggy Graham, Austin Mackey, Sarah
Ross, Jack Turner
11 Luke Dillsworth, Riley Dillsworth,
Madeline Gosney
12 Liz DeNittis, Audra Nelson
14 Ellen Green, Brenda Hilton, Barbara
Rivers, Aimee Sonait, Char Wynegar
15 Olivia Geller
16 Casey Edwards, David Halvorsen
17 Brenda Ash, Alicia Rhodes, Hannah
Spicer
December 2020 Anniversaries
19 Amanda and Ricky Griffith
21 Susie and Jeff Schoener
22 Jessie and John Lawson
27 Debbie and Martin Peterson
28 Ginger and Joey Godbold

18 Dennis Grills, Kevin Mays, Lisa Moore,
Natalie Nesbitt, Amber Shealy
19 Renee Frame, Caroline Greiner,
Rosemary Hill, Kyle Murray
20 Anna Farnham
21 Bev Johnson, Sandy Shrum, Mary Ann
Unferth
23 Meade Clodfelter, Eric Dunn, Malda
Kenyon, Bob Senn, Jack Stanford
24 Eddie Cochell, Jeff Setser
25 Alannah Jarnecke, Darcy Wade
26 John Charles Altschul
27 Ralph DeSilva, June Duddleson,
Olin Jones, Sue Owen
28 Elizabeth Burgess, June Cook, Addy
Dwyer, Tara Green, John Sattizahn, Cary
Young
29 Doug Hooper, Holden Parker, Caroline
Ridenhour
30 Tripp Deal, Yvonne Nadler, Joyce
Wilkinson
31 Linda Dove, Luke Hutton

29 Blanche and Jim Bjorneboe;
Bonne and Dave Stukey
31 Wes and Anna Gosney

Gifts In Memory and in Honor of Loved Ones:
In Memory of Marguerite and US Allee, by Cathy and Aaron Bailey
In Memory of Wayne Bryant, by Kaye Dumond
In Memory of Richard Graham, by Peggy Graham
In Memory of Jackie Moorefield, by Paige and Bill McClure
In Memory of Judy Thrash, by Mary Baker, Presbyterian Women Circle #7,
Peggy Graham, Nita Baisey, and Kaye Dumond

