AUGUST 2021

Blessings of Christ’s Spirit
My dear friends, my time here at
Sharon has been a delight. Those of
you who know me well will understand. If you have any doubts, just
ask my dear wife; she knows how
much I have loved the …uh… “give
and take” of my role as Head of Staff
here.
In addition to the pair of reasons
for retiring now, reasons that I laid
out in my letter to you in June, in
essence, long term leadership privileges that rightly belong to your next
installed Head of Staff, my decision
to retire now and not to continue in
this role, which I love, is made easier
because of you.
First, over the past 12 years our
congregation has amassed a load of
successful, talented and dedicated new members who have been

embraced by those of you with long
tenures into roles of service and into
leadership. These “immigrants” have
brought with them fresh ideas, ideas
which have infused Sharon church
with dynamism. The words ”This is
how we have always done it here”
have been replaced by “how better
shall we minister.” That shift in tone
directly led to pursuing a master
campus plan. This is your doing.
Congratulations and thank you.
A second reason the decision was
made easier for me is also your doing: you have allowed me to actually
be Head of Staff, playing a major role
in determining who our staff shall
be. The very first evening that I met
with the Sharon Head of Staff search
committee, someone asked: “What
do you perceive to be your best

strengths?” I answered: “I have a
knack for picking the right people to
work with.” In both the roles of service that members fill and with our
staff, my “knack” has been affirmed.
Third, we currently have the
strongest Session that I have had
since I have been here and one of
the two best Sessions I have had
in my entire ministry. They do not
always agree with each other, but
the mutual support they offer when
decisions are made is deeply in the
Spirit of Christ.
As I begin to disconnect from the
decision-making process between
now and October 31st, I bask in the
joy of knowing that the blessings of
Christ’s Spirit are abundant in this
place.

AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Traditional Worship Service - Sundays, 10:30am, Sanctuary and Livestream
Indoor Worship service will be livestreamed on our
YouTube channel for those of you that consider yourself ‘at-risk’, feel ill, have been recently diagnosed with
COVID-19, or not yet comfortable with worshiping
inside. Like and subscribe.
Morning Song Service – Sundays, 8:30am, Chapel
Morning Song will meet Sundays, August 8th, 15th and
22nd. Sunday, August 29th will be one combined Fellowship Outdoor Service at 10:30am. Morning Song
will resume regular service times and dates on Sunday,
September 12th. This service will be offered in addition
to the 10:30am worship service.
Lectionary Lessons Sunday School Class – Sundays,
9:30am, Seminary
This class explores the scripture readings outlined in
the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle of
weekly scripture readings used in most Presbyterian
churches and Protestant churches across the United
States and Canada. The class explores the readings and
then relates the themes in the lessons to our modern
world. You can count on a lively and dynamic discussion!
For more information, contact Susie Banks at marysesther@gmail.com.
Covenant-Westminster Sunday School Class - Sundays,
9:30am, Room 6 (Charles Little Gym)
Join us for a new study on Seeing Gray in a World of
Black and White by Adam Hamilton. To join, email David
Beers at dbeers22@bellsouth.net.
Horizon Sunday School Class: - Sundays, 9:30am, Gathering Room (Barbara Ward Bldg.)
We will begin a new 8-week study by Matt Reagan titled
“Walking with Jesus”. The study takes us to many of
the places where Jesus lived, walked and, ministered
with his disciples. To join, email David Stanford at davidgs1962@gmail.com.
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Mid-Week Meditation & Prayer Gathering Via ZOOM: Wednesday 4:00pm
One of our clergy will lead a time to share joys and concerns, and then pray together. To join, email Elizabeth
Burgess at elizabeth@sharonpcusa.org.
Annual Fall Festival - Saturday, October 16, 4-7pm;
Church Lawn
It’s back! Save the date and join us for the best fall festival anywhere around! This family-friendly, SouthPark
community event includes hayrides, bounce houses,
carnival games, snow cones, the world-famous Cake
Walk, and more! Stay for dinner and enjoy delicious BBQ
and live music. BBQ plates, hot dog plates, and funnel
cakes will be available for purchase. After taking a year
off because of the pandemic, YOU can play a huge role
in making this year’s festival a whopping success! We
need lots of volunteers to sign up for various tasks in
half-hour to one-hour time slots. Volunteer sign-ups
will be available in the early fall.
Sharon Presbyterian’s softball team started their
championship defense with a nail-biting 3-2 win over
Hope Church on Friday, June 4th. Before the game,
Gemetta Stanford presented the team with new hats
embroidered with “SPC 16” to honor long-time member
and beloved manager Grier Stanford.

GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Historical Moment by Susan Grills

It has
been traditional at Sharon Church
to celebrate
the church’s
birthday
every five
years. This
year is one of
those years,
as Sharon
Church will
be 190 years
old this fall.
This is part
of a group of historical notes to remind us of our heritage on these grounds.
During the earliest 40 years of the church’s existence,
the minister (whom we shared with Providence Presbyterian) had his own farm, sometimes not very close
to the Sharon community. William Henry Davis was our
first full time pastor who was not shared. At a meeting
on September 14, 1872, the session decided that “the
minister who preaches to us should live among us or in
easy reach of the people”.
To accomplish this goal, the first manse was built in
1874. It was a two-story frame house, located where the
Union Seminary now sits on our campus. It served as
the home for Sharon’s pastors for 72 years. At the time it
was constructed, there of course was no indoor plumbing or electricity. These things were added over time,
some of which was added in a rather haphazard way.
The last residents of the house were Rev. Charles Little,
his wife Lucy, and their sons. The manse was their home
for 33 years, until Little’s retirement in 1946. By that time
the house was 72 years old. It likely had had no remodeling in nearly 20 years, remembering that those were the
years of the Great Depression followed closely by World
War II.

After Charles Little retired, Rev. James B. MacLeod
was called as the next pastor. He and his wife Suzanne
were in their late twenties. They came to tour the
Sharon campus and the story is told that Suzanne took
one look at the 72-year-old house which was said to
have some quirky features and she flat out refused to
live in it. The session decided perhaps it was time for a
new manse. A new red brick, two story manse was built
in 1948. It still stands on our campus, although it was
moved back about 30 yards when the new sanctuary
was built in 1994. This building was home to our pastors
up through 1988, with Rev. Joel Long and family being
the last to occupy it. By this time the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church was concerned about retiring ministers who had lived in manses throughout their
career having no equity and some being unable to afford
a house at retirement. It was decided that our next minister, John Alexander, would purchase his own house.
Eventually the red brick manse became the Samaritan
Counseling Center.
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

A New Children’s Worship

Children’s Sunday School

Do you like to wiggle? Do you like to sing out, dance,
and praise our Lord with all your heart?! So do we, and
we can’t wait to worship with you at Children’s Worship
starting September 12th!
Beginning September 12th, Sharon’s Worship Committee is thrilled to invite all children 4 and older to join
us for a special worship experience during our 10:30am
services. Though all services welcome children of any
age, we are offering a new space and time for children
to feel the Spirit move in them through music and God’s
word! Children will follow our worship leaders out of
the sanctuary following the Children’s sermon, and will
return at the end of the service. Parents and guardians
are welcome to join us if they’d like to check out the fun,
but are free to remain in the sanctuary for traditional
worship. We can’t wait to welcome each and all of you!
For questions or more information, contact Liz DeNittis
at elizabethdenittis@gmail.com.

We are excited to welcome you and your family back
to children’s Sunday school this fall! Children who attend Sunday school have the opportunity to learn about
God, find mentors, make friends, form good spiritual
habits, and do it all while having fun! We are making
preparations now to return to in-person Sunday school
on Sunday, September 12th. We are so excited to welcome our children back to a year full of fun, joy, discovery, and celebration as we grow together in our spiritual
identity as children of God. We hope you will join us!
Children’s Sunday School
Sunday Mornings: 9:30-10:20am
4 and under: Nursery, Gym
Age 5- 2nd Grade: Room 304, Ward Building
3rd-5th Grade: Room 303, Ward Building
Contact Natalie Jendron:
sharonpresbyterianss@gmail.com
*Visit www.sharonpcusa.org/sunday-school for information on adult Sunday school.

SPWS Brick Fundraiser

Math Tutors Needed

The construction on the first of two engraved brick
walkways at our great school is now complete. Construction of an even larger walkway is planned in the
fall after our annual brick fundraiser is complete. The
proceeds from these beautiful projects go to the Blake
Lawrence Hart Endowment.
This Endowment benefits and supports the staff of
the school, the property of the school and the Music
Ministries of the Church. If you have any questions
about the fundraiser, please contact Jennifer Hulighan,
Weekday School Director, at spws@sharonpcusa.org or
contact Bill Hart at wlhart@wlhartlawfirm.com.
We believe our next fundraiser will be a huge success
and invite you to honor those special people in your life
by purchasing one of these unique bricks.

Support a child in CMS with only 1 hour per week!
Heart Math Tutoring trains and supports volunteers
as tutors to work one-on-one with students who need
foundational math skills and confidence! With the support of an on-site coordinator present during all tutoring sessions, volunteers use an easy-to-follow, proven
curriculum featuring hands-on activities and games (no
expertise in math required). Volunteers work with the
same elementary aged student all year building a relationship and strengthening skills. While the majority of
our tutoring will take place in-person in selected CMS
elementary schools, we will also have virtual school
sites available for those unable to tutor in person. Check
out https://heartmathtutoring.org/volunteers/become-a-volunteer/ and select your day and time. Email
volunteer@heartmathtutoring.org with questions.
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SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

Summertime with SPY
From Sunday, June 13th through
Friday, June 18th, a group of us
participated in the middle school
service week with CROSS Missions,
here in Charlotte. It was, incidentally, the first overnight trip for
our youth in over two years. To say
it was a great week is a profound
understatement, but it was; it was
a GREAT week! Based at the Myers
Park Presbyterian Church Outreach
Center, CROSS Missions is a youth
mission immersion program. We
joined two other groups for the
overnight week, and an additional
group participated in day-only activities. We were blessed with two volunteer leaders, in addition to myself:
Audra Nelson and Megan Talley.
Each day we served and learned

at two local sites, including Project
658, Bright Blessings, Little Sugar
Creek Community Garden, Med
Assist, Friendship Trays, Charlotte
Rescue Mission, and Roof Above.
We also shared meals together,
worshiped and learned together,
laughed and played games together,
and even washed dishes together!
Serving, eating, praying, learning,
laughing, playing—these are all important parts of a life lived wholly,
and in fulness.

There are things that happen on
overnight trips—formative things,
involving sharing life together—that
simply cannot occur in weekly youth
group meetings. This week was a
testament to that. I was struck by a
recurring thought throughout the
week: it’s awesome to be doing this
stuff again. Effective and sustainable
youth ministry absolutely depends
on overnight trips as the “meat and
potatoes” of its existence. So, as we
continue to move beyond a pandemic world, we will do more of these—
even as early as this fall!
As difficult as the last year and
a half has been, it’s exciting to be
moving into a fresh time of new formation, renewed relationships, and
being gathered together in Christ!

Summer in the Weekday School

Ever wonder what happens when a school is closed
during the summer? The answer may surprise you – A
LOT!!! Our weekday school uses the summer months to
get annual projects and building upkeep accomplished
as well as run a 4-week camp in July for our weekday
school community.
This summer is no exception, and we are excited
about all the projects that have been completed. The upstairs air conditioning unit was replaced by the church
and the Parent Council contributed to an air purifier
for the unit. The weekday school replaced the ceilings
and light fixtures in the upstairs classrooms during the
month of June. These ceilings are a great improvement,
and we are so excited with the new light now that we
have replaced our 1970’s light fixtures. Summer is great
for cleaning, and we have worked on organizing books,
puzzles, toys, etc. as we prepare for a new year ahead.

We have ordered 13 new tables and 100 preschool
chairs to be distributed every room in the education
building and the Toddler room in the Charles Little
Activity Building. The new furniture is expected to arrive
the end of July and we hope to donate our current tables
and chairs to a church in need in the Greensboro area.
The windows have been ordered for the education
building and will be replaced in the fall. Our brick
walkway was installed, and our landscaping has been
refreshed just in time for the start of summer camp.
We will have an average of 75 students each week and 11
teachers over 4 weeks in July.
Our playground continues to receive mosquito treatments to keep the bugs at bay throughout the summer.
Fifty-one cubic yards of mulch will be delivered and
spread as we prepare for the start of school, which believe it or not, is right around the corner.
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SUPPORT SERVE

Trusting Life’s Roller Coaster by Chenoa Stock
I have not physically ridden a roller coaster since going on one with my niece in 2015. I had a blast that day
with her as we raced from one line to another, anxiously
awaiting the stomach flips and speed of the loop-theloops to come.
Fast forward to today, and I am honestly not sure I
would enjoy a roller coaster ride. I can barely make it
through five repetitions of ‘Ring Around the Rosy’ with
my son without feeling dizzy! Though I may never physically ride a roller coaster again, life has certainly been a
roller coaster these past years.
We moved to Peru as a family to minister with the
Joining Hands Peru Network in February 2019. We settled into a new city and culture, jumped into our new
ministry, developed relationships with our partners,
began to learn about and understand the country, and
finally felt that we had found a rhythm for our lives as
the year came to a close.
Then came 2020. We were isolated. We were workers/parents/teachers/and more. We witnessed the
suffering the pandemic brought to Peru (and the world)
and the inequalities it exacerbated at the social, economic, and political levels. While our mission of accompaniment and partnership continued with our partners,
albeit with a different focus, our family’s plan to complete Jose’s green card process was suspended.
As in a roller coaster, even though it seems you will
fall out on each loop-the-loop, you continue moving
forward, ending right side up, feet on the ground.
In December 2020, we received the good news that
Jose’s immigrant visa interview was finally scheduled, so
we traveled to Bolivia to prepare to meet with the U.S.
Embassy. As I mentioned in my last newsletter, we were
distraught when that interview was canceled. We found
ourselves in the middle of another loop-the-loop and
yearned to have our feet back on solid ground.
Thankfully, in April, Jose’s interview was rescheduled,
and his U.S. immigrant visa was approved, so we were finally able to travel to the USA, thus completing the final
step of this drawn-out process. We are now happily
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reunited with our U.S. family and are acclimating to the
heat and humidity of the Midwest after almost three and
a half years away.
Even in this transition and distance, we continue to
accompany and grow with our Peruvian partners. We
are beside them on the economic and political roller
coaster that the country continues to ride due to the
ongoing challenges of the pandemic and the tense uncertainty after the presidential elections on June 6, 2021.
Peruvian authorities recently released a revised count
of the pandemic death toll for the country, and it was almost triple the earlier estimates, which places Peru with
the world’s highest pandemic death toll by population.
Case numbers are decreasing, and vaccinations are currently reaching the elderly. There are plans to vaccinate
adults soon, but some regions are being hard hit with
new variants of the virus and continue to struggle due to
lack of oxygen and access to medical care.
Amidst these ongoing pandemic challenges, Peru
held run-off presidential elections on June 6, 2021, with
Peruvians choosing between two polarizing candidates
– Pedro Castillo, a hard-line leftist, union activist and,
essentially, an unknown candidate from the northern
highlands; and Keiko Fujimori, a far-right authoritarian, on her third presidential campaign, currently under
investigation for corruption, and daughter of a jailed
ex-president, who is considered a dictator by many.
It was not an easy vote and was one that caused
greater division in an already politically and economically divided country. As I write this, after days of counting
ballots, Castillo was unofficially declared the winner by
less than 0.5%. There have already been cries of fraud
and protest marches, and they will most likely continue
in the days and weeks to come, until a winner is officially declared. We pray with our partners for a peaceful
transfer of power and for a president who will work for
justice and the good of all of Peru and its people.
As our partners ride the ups and downs of this political roller coaster, they continue their mission work,
as they have done since the beginning of the pandemic.
The theological institutions of the Evangelical Church
Continued top right page 7

CHURCH LIFE
Remember in Prayer

Trusting Life’s Roller Coaster

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: recently discharged from the
hospital: Mark Hutton, Charlotte Jenkins (Asbury Rehab); at home: Candy Lee, Sylvia Burke, Gene Manning,
Noble Dillard, Naomi Poffenbarger, Carol Ann Allen,
Carla Scott, Betty Houston, Josie Tiller (Home/Novant
Main), Chris Price; Our Homebound Members, Jeremy
and Luta Garbat-Welch (PCUSA Missions in Malawi),
Our Mission Partners in Peru, Chenoa Stock and José
Luis Claure (PCUSA Missions in Peru), and Frank Dimmock (Africa Missions/The Outreach Foundation). The
prayer list is reset on the first Sunday of each month.
To submit or resubmit a prayer request, please contact
Elizabeth Burgess at elizabeth@sharonpcusa.org. By request, prayer concerns may remain private and will not
appear in the published list

Continued from page 6
of Peru (IEP) opened their doors at the beginning of the
year, welcoming students back to continue their studies
of God and God’s Word. Some institutions have created
bubbles on campus, co-existing and studying together.
Others have offered one or multiple-day workshops
on theological formation and other biblical themes,
while others have traveled to isolated regions to carry
out workshops and Bible studies for those who cannot
travel.
While talking with our partners, especially those who
are risking their lives and health to travel and teach,
they tell us that God continues to be at work and that
“the church is responding.” Amidst political uncertainty,
natural disasters of rains and floods, infected and dying
family and church members, and economic struggles,
they continue their call as Christians to care for the
least of these, share God’s Word and love, and trust that
God’s path will lead us to life abundant for all.
For even on the roller coaster of life, we know that we
may flip, turn, spin, and may even go backward. But
we must also trust that our faith in God will ultimately
move us forward, helping us put our feet down, find
our grounding in God’s call, and trust the Way as God’s
people of love.

Congratulations!
Births
Congratulations to Leah and Jeff Queen in the birth
of their son, Wyatt Cohen Queen, who was born on
February 27th. Chris and Joe Price are the proud grandparents.
Congratulations to Brittany and Jeff Mercado in the
birth of thier daughter, Frances Henry Mercado, who
was born on May 26th. Brian is the happy big brother,
and Sonya and David Stanford are the proud grandparents.
Newly Married
Jim & Robin Harrill are proud to announce the marriage of their daughter, Abby Caroline, to Charlie Apter
on Saturday, June 26th, which was held atop Beech
Mountain at the Overlook Barn. They honeymooned in
Grenada and now reside in Manhattan, NYC.
Baptisms
Emilia Eileen “Emmie” Webb, daughter of Jessica and
Skip Webb, was baptized on July 25th.
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The Church Scene: SPY at CROSS Missions
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August Birthdays
1 Anderson Collins, Sydney Collins, Jo Ann
Manning
2 Brenda Allegood, Elizabeth Eaker, Nina
Sumner, Jeanette Trecek
3 Caroline Crews, Eddie Saine
4 Doug Dawson, Garrett Saine, Sonya
Stanford
5 Alexa Cooper, Kathryn Edwards
6 Tim Brown, Georgia Droppelman,
Jessica Webb
7 Claudia Fanning, Trisha McGinn, David
Stanford
8 Angela Beers, Katie Kriener, John
Lawson, Michelle Pentz, Helen White
9 Rosellen Dunn, Amanda Griffith, Mike
McDowell, Colton Stawski
10 Khris Wigington
11 Ralph Lovejoy
12 Hallie Cornetta, James Furr, J.J. Mueller,
Abbey Nesbit, Libby Parker
13 Jan De Silva, Dave Stukey, Alex Tyson
14 Peggy Blaine, Mary Chapman, Meg
Osowski, Jack Shawver, Porter Tiller
15 Carol Ann Allen, Allison Butler, Paul
O’Donnell
16 Sylvia Burke, Sam Gibson, Kathryn
Jones, Joni Pesta, Jody Sullivan, Jack
Tidwell
17 Jana Barnette, Wes Gosney, Joel
McIntyre, John Shafer, Ryan Tutwiler

18 Darren Charnock, Lucas Soniat, Bruce
Willette
19 Abbey Barefoot, Missy Charnock,
Katherine Hart, Elea Warf
20 Kendyll Fawcett, George Hitchcock, Ray
Shrum
21 Michele Dougherty, Harrison Hicks,
Starr Bennett-Hill, Bo Robinson, John
White
22 Alyssa Micheau, Laura Neal, Lynne
Perry, Zach Perry
23 Kenneth Cochell, Nancy Davis, Marc
Duddleson
24 Laura Ennis, Scott Morrison, Jeff Queen
25 Bill Broyhill, Mary Ellen Kennedy, Jim
Knepp, Marjorie Murray, Susie
Schoener
26 Donna Appleton, Christopher Barnhart,
Turner Berzinis, Taylor Busby, Hudson
Hinds, Elisa Metzcus, Emma Peterson
27 Grace Geller, Doris Wolfe
28 Anne Marie Altschul, Frankie Beaty
29 Sherry Grieco, Brian Mercado, Beth
Parker, Ken Parker
30 Stella Barefoot, Kristin Edwards, Marsha
Handel, Laura Houpt, Kara King, Myree
Kromer, Julie Lewis, Dyana Morrison,
Stella Queen, Kate Rogers, Jake
Shableski
31 Susie Banks, Sharon Collins, Allison
Rader

August Anniversaries
1 Beth and Paul Osowski
3 Susan and Scott Milkey
4 Terry and Doug Dawson, Jenna and
Jonathan Michael
5 Stephanie and Gen Lee, Anne and Chris
Moffat
6 Pat and Don Steelman
8 Rosellen and Eric Dunn, Rod
Holtzmuller and Beth Trotter
9 Jane and Matt Mackey, Angie and
Randy Packer, Nancy and Ed Wilson
10 Elisa and Michael Metzcus, Martha Jane
and Carroll Thomas
11 Jessica and Burgin Hardin
15 Elizabeth and Rob Bashore, Pat and
Jerry Holton, Notra and Ralph McNatt
17 Wanda and Marc Towler
19 Karen and Mark Earnhardt, Kasey and
Michael Vang

20 Sara and Bert Gonzalez
22 Lindsay and Jonathan Birdwell
24 Pam and David Beers, Ellen and George
Hitchcock
25 Libby and Norris Parker
26 Susan and Toby Grady
27 Tricia and Trey Baker, Mary and Nathan
Queen
28 Janet and Tim Gilbert, Darie and Chuck
Lapp
29 Rochelle and Bob Utsman
30 Peggy and Curtis Blaine, Sue and Jim
Roberts
31 Starr and Kevin Bennett, Lauren and
John Farnham, Beth and Charles Murray

Gifts In Memory and in Honor of Loved Ones:
In Memory of Peggy Britt, by Jackie Butcher, Barbara and Dennis Baker
In Memory of Ginny Dawson, Marguerite Muse
In Memory of Jack Stanford, by Linda and Tom Skinner, Tom Paxton Phillips,
Betty Lowder Roberts, Sammy Gatewood, Eva and Tony Hinkel
In Memory of Jack Stanford, Joe Stanford and William Stanford, by Jack Lemonds
In Memory of Trish Thompson, by Eleanor Lockwood, Linda and Tom Skinner,
Catherine and Cliff Deal

