January 2021

New Directions
Whew! What a year. I have
missed you. It’s nice to connect with
the Session and others in Zoom
meetings now and then: Zoom is
functional; but face-to-face, person-to-person is nourishing.
No one knows how much longer
this distancing will continue, but it
does seem as though the end is in
sight with vaccines being injected
into eager arms and Covid survivors
adding antibodies into the population mix. For a while, I knew of no
one who had contracted the virus; in
fact, for a while last spring and into
the summer, I didn’t even know anyone who even knew anyone who’d
contracted the sometimes deadly
bug. Now I’ve had family members
who have contracted and survived

the virus, and we’ve had church family that have succumbed.
With the efforts and ingenuity of
church leaders and our staff we’ve
continued in mission and in ministry. All families with young children,
desiring to maintain Christian education have been able to do so with
bagged materials available for pick
up in the office, and online classes
and worship. Ministry to the hungry
and homeless has continued. Many,
many thanks are owed to those who
have stepped up with extra efforts
and extra time to help with worship
and with volunteer recruitment.
And, many thanks are owed to those
who have been persistent in praying
for the church’s life and the leaders
who have continued to plan and

create new ways to serve Christ,
including a wonderful social with
firepits, hot chocolate and smores,
(and with masks and distancing!).
We’ve been pushed into new
directions and have come to understand that God uses difficult times
to sharpen the ministry of Christ’s
church.
I know that you join me in looking
forward with hope toward the time,
surely to come, when we shall, once
again, worship, serve and fellowship
together.

AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Worship with us at Sharon Presbyterian Church
Sunday, January 17th, ONLINE worship only
WE’RE MOVING TO YOUTUBE! To view any of our
online video services, any time, anywhere, go to our
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC5A_lMrs95XNSIpxLI7TFLA and subscribe!
Beginning January 24th, all of our services will be
streamed live on YouTube, where they will remain for
later viewing. If you subscribe to our channel, you will be
notified when new content is being streamed or posted.
We will no longer post online services on Facebook.
(Due to COVID-19 developments, the Reopening Task
Force and Worshiping Committee are prayerfully considering when we can resume in-person worship.)
Loaves and Fishes Drive-by Collection – January 24th,
1-3pm; front driveway connecting the church’s two main
parking lots (if raining, under covered walkway)
Many thanks to all who participated in our Reverse
Advent Calendar invitation to set aside non-perishable
food items each day of December. Thanks also to our
Senior High Girls’ Small Group led by Courtney Evans
for hosting the drive. Non-perishable items (no glass
containers, please) can also be dropped off ahead of time
in the church office (Mon-Fri, 9am – 4pm). Let’s take a
bite out of hunger in our community as we love God and
neighbor.
Lectionary Lessons: All ages of adults
VIA ZOOM - Sundays at 9:30am
This class focuses upon the Scripture Lessons scheduled
several weeks before their use in the Sunday Services.
With Dr. Blumer’s guidance, we explore the meaning and
relevance of the lessons in today’s world. To join, email
Susie Banks at marysesther@gmail.com.
Covenant-Westminster Sunday School Class: All ages
of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
Topic of study: The Evolution of the West, How Christianity Has Shaped Our Values by Nick Spencer. All
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church members are invited to participate. To join,
email David Beers at dbeers22@bellsouth.net.
Horizon Sunday School Class: All ages of adults
Via ZOOM: Sundays at 9:00am
We’ve kicked-off a new study, Liking Jesus by Craig
Groeschel. This five-week study discusses the challenges of keeping our eyes on Jesus in our “Selfie-Centered”
world. Each week Craig discusses biblical principles that
a life with Christ can bring in the form of: Contentment,
Intimacy, Authenticity, Compassion and Rest when we
put God first in our social media saturated society. To
join, email David Stanford at davids@hgrconstruction.
com.

GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Looking Back and Looking Ahead

As Sharon Presbyterian Church’s worshiping leaders
and committee look ahead to 2021, we stop to take a
look back at our 2020 video services and their impact
on our video ministry in 2021. We also want you to know
about recent technological and musical upgrades in our
Sanctuary.
LOOKING BACK
When COVID restrictions stopped us from worshiping together in person, Khris Wigington began producing, filming, directing and editing our weekly worship
videos. Thanks to him and his efforts, we have been able
to maintain relatively steady viewership and have even
attracted some new “attendees.”
Both Khris and David Tang worked furiously to learn
new technical skills in order to present Christ-centered
and spiritually engaging online experiences; and those
skills will certainly affect our online presence as we return to normal worship services, in the Sanctuary.
David and Khris also labored intensively to include new
visual elements in worship, some of which they hope to
continue including in the future. Seeing “Christ in the
room” in new ways, from new angles, and with added
visual layers has become the new norm for churches
across the globe, and we hope to continue serving Christ
through online videos in new and increasingly meaningful ways.
LOOKING AHEAD
Because of a generous anonymous donation, our vacant Sanctuary has undergone several capital improvements that will certainly enhance our ability to worship
Christ. Because of the significant donation, Sharon
Presbyterian has been able to purchase and install a new
grand piano, organ, audio speakers and video streaming
technology.
New keyboards: The primary purpose of the donation
was to enable us to purchase a new, state-of-the-art,
digital organ. Those who have attended our limited-capacity, in-person, 10:30am Sunday worship services can
certainly attest to the majestic, sonic grandeur of the
new instrument, which will certainly improve Lance
Burnette’s ability to inspire us all with his solos, hymn
leading and choir accompaniments.

We also acquired a 9-foot, concert grand piano to
the Chancel. Together, these two keyboards will greatly
enhance our music staff’s ability to glorify God through
song; our new instruments will also attract more musicians to present musical services, recitals and concerts
to the entire Charlotte community.
New speakers: Our donor also funded the installation
of new speakers in the Sanctuary. Since the installation of the original sound system, audio technology has
advanced by leaps and bounds, so the new speakers will
dramatically improve how everyone hears both music
and the spoken word. They are already installed and in
use.
New video: We have also been able to add new Sanctuary video cameras and live-streaming technology,
which will allow us to send out high-definition, quality
sounding video streams during our live services beginning in January. When we make the changeover, we
will no longer pre-produce video services. Instead, our
entire congregation will be able to join us in one unified
worship experience.
For those who continue to worship with us online,
please feel free to send us feedback as we “dial in” the
new video-streaming technology.
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

A Word From Lee Fanning
As a retired infectious disease consultant, I have
worked through numerous outbreaks in my career,
including many influenza epidemics with increased
mortality, an outbreak of Bubonic plague in Arizona,
a Hantavirus outbreak in the four corners area of the
southwest, an epidemic of toxic shock syndrome caused
by strep, and another by staph. You would think I had
seen it all, but the Covid outbreak proved that wrong;
and as a Session we had to deal with it, and quickly.
I am proud of the job the Task Force has done by enacting safety measures for the church. This has been led
by Rob Blumer, Khris Wigington, Scott Koeniger (from
the Worship Committee), and Peter Banks and myself
(acting as advising physicians), along with some others,
representing different life settings in our common life,
including legal and liability concerns.
As we went from doing everything on Zoom (as exciting as opening a cereal box) to slowly and deliberately
adding one function at a time, we have continued to
follow CDC guidelines in the various church venues as
they have reopened to the congregation. We now use

both the Sanctuary and Chapel in limited ways and have
had many outdoor events that were successfully held
with lots of organizational skill from our staff and our elders. The wonderful cooperation of the members of the
church has been a blessing, and a gift, to the Session.
It would be nice to be able to re-open everything, and
have free use of the campus; but the virus is still ahead
of us as the numbers of people dying from it continue to
increase in a sobering manner. If anything, we must be
even more strict on ourselves as we continue to abide
by the hand washing rule, the (anti-)social distancing
rule, and the masking rule, all as mandated by the CDC.
We must pray to God that this pandemic is vanquished
by both these precautions, and the vaccine release
that recently started. We also pray that the virus itself
will mutate and become less threatening to everyone.
We look forward to hopefully getting back to worship
together without so many safety constraints in late
2021. The Session and the Task Force will continue to
guide and listen. Thank you for your patience and your
prayers. Meantime, God bless you all.

Christmas in the Courtyard
On the evening of Saturday, December 5, we gathered
in the church courtyard area for our first ever “Christmas in the Courtyard” event, and it lived up to its tag
line: it was “Fa La La La Fun.” The weather outside was
nowhere near frightful, and our firepits were indeed so
delightful. Children of all ages roasted marshmallows
and made sticky, sweet S’mores as we listened to Erica
McGee and her daughter, Tara, serenade us with uplifting Christmas tunes. Physically-distanced clusters of
children and families spread blankets on the grass and
watched some Christmas cartoons on the giant outdoor
screen by the Weekday School Building.
Because of a fortunate little “miscalculation” in mixing the hot cocoa, the powder was doubled, and we all
enjoyed some of the most rich and yummy hot chocolate
ever! Our own Sharon Presbyterian Weekday School
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lected $100 in gift cards and cash and 7 pairs of children’s gardening gloves for our Charlotte Mecklenburg
School partner Devonshire Elementary and their Real
School Garden’s learning program.
Marion Moir and her grandson, Stewart Davis, received Chick-fil-A gift cards as the winners our most
festive mask competition. Marion’s mask included
battery operated Christmas lights, and her grandson’s
Christmas giftbox outfit has its own set of battery powered lights too. How festive and creative!
We received so many positive comments about this
event and the opportunity for safe fellowship outdoors,
that we are looking to do another outdoor event in the
first quarter of 2021. Got any ideas? We’d love to hear
them! Many, many thanks to the Caring and Serving
Committees for tag-teaming to make this Christmassy
event so merry and bright!

SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

Sharon Presbyterian Youth
2020… what a year, huh? I’ll forgo
the obligatory jokes about how long
a decade 2020 was in lieu of something more constructive: a bright
spot marking the new thing God is
doing in our world. On Saturday,
October 17th, in the year of our Lord
2020, a group of six of our middle
school youth took part in the Middle
School Service Day, in partnership
with CROSS Missions (the mission
immersion program run by Myers
Park Presbyterian Church).
We met in the parking lot at First
Presbyterian Church in uptown,
took an “Urban Tour” of Uptown
where we learned about issues of
poverty, homelessness, and injustice
in Charlotte, ate a pizza lunch at Romare Bearden Park, and then sorted
donated goods at the Crisis Assistance Ministry shop. We learned
that the kingdom of heaven is found
in small acts of service, in learning
about the experiences of others, and
in having fun! It was a great day—all
the more special since it was at a
time in which people particularly
in need of community and service.
It was a glimpse of the in-breaking,
apocalyptic Love of God, and it was
also a glimpse of what’s coming this
summer for our middlers: the middle
school mission trip, June 13th-18th,
is a week-long camp in which we
share life at the CROSS Outreach
Center with youth from churches
around the country, learn about
what justice looks like in Charlotte,
and serve our community here in a
variety of ways.

We have other trips planned for
this summer, including a high school
mission trip at the Asheville Youth
Mission, June 20th-25th, Massanetta
Springs Middle School Youth Conference in Harrisonburg, Va, July
13th-16th, and Montreat High School
Youth Conference, July 17th-24th.
There’s more information to come
for all of these trips, so as soon as
we know more we will send that out.
In addition to these trips, our
youth small groups are going
strong! As we move into this year,
and (hopefully!) into a post-COVID
reality, these groups will remain
the primary function of our youth
program, so I want to encourage ALL
of our youth to connect with one of
these—it’s never too late! It’s a new
year and a new time, and there’s so
much to look forward to as we climb
out of this pandemic; God is indeed
doing a brand new thing!

If you have questions about any of
these, have any thoughts or concerns,
or if you or someone you know might
be interested in co-leading a youth
small group, please contact Matt
Moorman at
mattm@sharonpcusa.org.
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SUPPORT SERVE

Advent/Christmas 2020 in Peru
Christmas might
be right around
the corner, but we
have been telling
the Christmas
story in our home
for months now.
Years ago, my
parents gifted us a
beautiful, wooden
nativity set -- the
same model I used
to play with when
I was a child. Well,
with our extended lockdown and the need for new
stimulation for our two-year old son, Leandro, I brought
out the manger in June. He, of course, loved playing with
the wooden figures, giving the animals their designated
sounds, putting the baby Jesus in and out of the crib,
and making the angels fly.
Around that same time, perhaps providentially,
Leandro found “The Animals’ Christmas Eve” hidden in
our book collection. Published in 1977 and with my older
sister’s signature in the ‘Belongs to’ line, this Little Golden Book had the wear and tear of being well loved by
its first owner. Leandro continues to show it love, as we
have most likely read it more than 100 times since June.
Leandro listens (and sometimes narrates) intently as
each farm animal tells a rhyming story of their role in
Jesus’ birth. From one small hen to five gray donkeys to
ten soft lambs, we follow Jesus’ journey from Nazareth
to Bethlehem. But with our nativity set, we were now
able to go beyond simply reading the book, to acting
out the entire story with our figures, farm animals, and
more. Our dinosaurs became chicks, squirrels became
doves, pigs became donkeys and llamas became camels.
All are welcome to Jesus’ story!
One of Leandro’s favorite parts is the “nine woolly sheep, down from the hill”, as they remember when
“Shepherds heard the angels sing, praises to the newborn king”. I find it impossible just to read that modified
version of the Christmas hymn line, so I always sing it, to
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the enjoyment of Leandro. That then developed into my
singing the entire song, which Leandro learned and is
now a duet.
Admittedly, by
September, when
he asked us to read
it “one more time”,
the excitement for
Jose and me wasn’t
as grand as four
months ago. But Leandro continues to
jump up and down
as we read and he
puts each animal
into the barn, sings
and makes the
angels announce to the shepherds, and moves Mary,
Joseph and baby Jesus along their journey.
Leandro is only just learning about Jesus and his
revolutionary birth, life and ministry of justice and love.
And yet, Leandro knows that we cannot simply read
the story over and over; but we must put those words
into action. We must jump up and down when we tell of
Jesus’ birth. This is a story to be told and remembered
all year round, not only at Christmas. It is a story that
all are invited to hear, and one in which all can take part
and take action.
During these times of the pandemic, natural disasters
and political crisis, as we accompany Mary, Joseph and
Jesus on their journey to birth and Light this season, we
also remember and pray for those who experience being
left out of this story – the marginalized, the sick, the
homeless, and the poor.
More than ever, in these pandemic times, our partners continue to invite these communities into the story,
offering food, education, housing and God’s unconditional love of neighbor. God’s Light has and will continue
to shine through Jesus and our partners this season and
beyond.
Continuted bottom left page 7

CHURCH LIFE
Remember in Prayer

Bringing Tidings of Comfort and Joy!

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: at home: Beth Parker, Larry
Valenti, Carol Ann Allen (Atrium Pineville Rehab), Mary
Chapman, John Houston, Jeannie Satterfield, Sylvia
Burke, Betty Houston, Josie Tiller (Home/Novant Main),
Chris Price, Jim Cafferty (Amanda Knepp’s brother), Janet Smith (Elliott Giffen’s sister); our homebound members: Jeremy and Luta Garbat-Welch (PCUSA Missions
in Malawi), Our Mission Partners in Peru, Chenoa Stock
and José Luis Claure (PCUSA Missions in Peru). The
prayer list is reset on the first Sunday of each month.
To submit or resubmit a prayer request, please contact
Ron Nelson at ron@sharonpcusa.org. By request, prayer
concerns may remain private and will not appear in the
published list.

In a year that has
been anything but
usual, our Shepherds of Sharon
have been calling,
writing cheerful
notes, and lovingly
keeping in touch
with our members
who are not able to
be as active in the life of the church as they once were.
The good news is that not even a pandemic could keep
our Shepherds from finding an imaginative and safe
way to deliver a Christmas gift and card to our care-receivers. The gifts this year were envisioned by Amanda
Buchanan and were crafted with love by her high school
small group of creative and sharing girls. Each of our
care-receivers were gifted with a glitter-frosted bottle
of hand sanitizer, a necessity in this crazy year, with a
bright red poinsettia bloom tied to the top with a gold
ribbon. They also received a card with wishes of peace,
joy, and love for the Christmas season and always.
Someone asked if we should have also included a roll of
toilet paper. Ah, 2020, what a year this has been!
Please continue to keep in prayer all of our members
and friends who live alone, in retirement communities,
or care facilities. With visitation restrictions, many of
us have not have the kind of in-person interaction we
would have like to have had and that we all need for our
well-being. Cards and phone calls are wonderful ways
to help keep us connected.
The Shepherds of Sharon faithfully and joyfully contact homebound church members and others to listen,
spread cheer, and provide encouragement in Christ.
They also send cards to members who have moved
away from Charlotte to be closer to their families.
Shepherds connect with members at least quarterly.
The time commitment is flexible and can be adapted to
fit your schedule. If you would like to become a Shepherd or know of someone in our congregation who
would appreciate having a Shepherd, please contact the
church office at 704-553-0869, our Shepherd Ministry
Coordinator, Susan Cline at susandcline@gmail.com, or
Associate Pastor Ron Nelson at ron@sharonpcusa.org.

In Memory:

Elizabeth Virginia “Ginny” Dawson (Member)
December 12th
Mother of Doug Dawson
Ramona Skinner - December 19th
Sister of Linda Skinner
Reta Lyttle LeFeber (Member) - December 27th

Advent/Christmas 2020 in Peru
Continued from page 6
Though we know not where the journey will take us,
we are grateful you are walking with us in telling and
being Jesus’ story, now and all year round. As we sing
Christmas hymns and place Jesus in the crib one more
time this year, may a renewed Light shine through us
for the journey ahead and call us to jump up and down
into action for all of God’s people. Glory to the newborn
king!
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