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     Jesus is Risen! He is risen indeed! 
We are God’s Easter people and we 
now walk on resurrection ground. 
While the one day of Easter may 
come and go, as God’s Easter people, 
we now live into a joyful future filled 
with hope.     
     Scripture reveals that following 
Christ’s resurrection, the disciples 
went back to their boats and once 
again picked up their fishing nets. 
It was up to them to discern what 
Christ’s resurrection meant for their 
lives and for the life of the world. 
They were witnesses to the good 
news of Jesus Christ and they had a 
story to tell!
     Following Jesus’ resurrection, 
his disciples lived in a world where 
death did not have the final word.  

When they expected to find a dead 
body in a tomb, they found the stone 
rolled away and the risen Lord call-
ing their names. Their lives changed 
forever. They were called to go and 
make disciples of all nations, believ-
ing that nothing is impossible with 
God. 
     Easter reveals God’s ultimate 
power over death and the gift of 
new life for all God’s children. How 
will God’s Easter power affect your 
life, your language, and your love 
of others around you? How will you 
tell the story of new life to those so 
hungry for good news?  
     The pandemic has reminded us 
of our deep need for connection 
within community. This is the season 
to cultivate new connections with 

one another, to rekindle relation-
ships and share the love of Christ in 
fresh ways. As Easter people, extend 
patience and kindness to friends 
and neighbors within the church 
and community. Find creative ways 
to live out the good news every day. 
And trust that the Risen Lord goes 
ahead of us, creating opportunities 
to rejoice in his eternal love. May 
this Easter season deepen our faith 
and bring us great joy as we cele-
brate the good news of Jesus Christ!        
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AT A GLANCE SHARON EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Morning Song Sunday Worship Service - Sundays,
8:30am, Chapel
The Morning Song service is a more contemporary type
worship with wonderful acoustic music from the most
talented musicians in town. This service is offered in
addition to the 10:30am worship service. If you have 
any questions about either service, please contact the 
church office 704-553-0869.

Traditional Sunday Worship Service - Sundays,
10:30am, In-person and Livestreamed
Indoor Worship service will be livestreamed on our
YouTube channel for those of you that consider yourself
‘at-risk’, feel ill, have been recently diagnosed with 
COVID-19, or not yet comfortable with worshiping in-
side. Like and subscribe.

Children’s Worship - Sunday Worship for children Ages 3
and Up
All children 3 and up are invited to a special worship
time in the Price Outreach Center. Ms. Kim, Mrs. Bar-
nette, and Ms. Stephenie will lead the children there
right after the Children’s Sermon, and parents/guard-
ians can meet them in the Outreach center after the
sanctuary service ends. For information, contact Sara
Hart at sarabhart@outlook.com.

Vacation Bible School 2022 - June 13th-17th, 9:00am 
12:30pm, entire campus 
We hope you’ll join us as we go on a MONUMENTAL 
adventure “out west,” in which participants will explore 
God’s love for all of us and participate in God’s faith-
fulness in Christ as we journey down the rocky, dusty 
road that lies ahead. VBS registration is now open! Visit 
sharonpcusa.org/events to register. Children must be 4 
by August 1st 2022. If you have children attending VBS 
and you VOLUNTEER, the price of registration for that 
child is half price. Volunteers with child visit sharonp-
cusa.org/events. If you have any questions, please con-
tact VBS Director Lauren Wheatley at lauren.c.wheat-
ley@gmail.com. We hope to see you this summer!

Volunteers needed for Vacation Bible School 2022! 
This year’s VBS will take place from June 13th-17th and 
as with all successful programs, volunteers are needed! 
Visit sharonpcusa.org/events to register to volunteer. 
We need energetic adults of all ages to volunteer as 
Crew Leaders for VBS. Volunteers will be asked to lead 
crews through interactive stations throughout the week 
of VBS. This is a wonderful way to get involved, meet fel-
low church members, and have a meaningful impact on 
children of our community. Please consider signing up 
today! If you have any questions, contact VBS Director 
Lauren Wheatley at lauren.c.wheatley@gmail.com. We 
hope to see you this summer!

Are you ready for some softball? Springtime is coming, 
and that means it’s time to sign up for Sharon Presby-
terian Church’s Men’s Softball Team. The cost is $55 per 
player, and games are played on Monday and Friday eve-
nings in June, July, and early August. Many of the games 
are played on our own field. Players must be at least 18 
years old. The deadline to sign up is May 1st. For ques-
tions, contact Keith Mason at 704-458-7813 or
masonhk789@gmail.com.

Join us for Holy Week and Easter
Palm Sunday - April 10th
8:30am - Morning Song, Chapel
10:30am - Traditional service, Sanctuary and live-
streamed on our YouTube channel.

Maundy Thursday - April 14th, 7pm
Candlelight and Communion service in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday - April 17th, All In-person services
7:00am - Sunrise service, Outreach Center parking lot, 
BYOC (bring your own chair)
7:30am - Breakfast, Charles Little Gym
8:30am - Morning Song, Chapel
10:30am - Traditional service, Sanctuary and live-
streamed on our YouTube channel.
11:30am - Children’s Easter Egg Hunt, Church Lawn
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GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

Learning to Use Your Bible
     On Sunday, February 
27th, Sharon Presbyteri-
an presented our 3rd-
5th graders with Bibles. 
In preparation for this 
special gift, the children 
participated in a Learning 
to Use Your Bible class 
taught by Amanda Bu-
chanan. In this class, the 
children were encour-
aged to look at the Bible 
as the most important 

book, a valuable treasure! As Christians, we believe that 
the Bible offers treasured words that help us learn ways 

that God wants us to live. Each week we dove deeper 
into the Bible, learning valuable skills and gaining knowl-
edge.
     We began by discussing God’s presence in the Bible; 
how it was written by humans but inspired by God. God 
also inspires us to read and understand God’s teachings. 
We then identified the books of the Bible and how to 
quickly locate them. We viewed the Bible as a special 
library with different types of literature including books 
of law, poetry, prophets, Gospels, history, and letters. 
We learned all of this while having fun, playing games, 
and eating candy!
     The Bible is a treasure book for everyone! We pray 
that the Bible will continue to be a treasure in these 
children’s lives and will become a lifelong companion.

Giving Thanks
     The PCUSA Book of Order states, “Christian life is an 
offering of one’s self to God. The gifts we offer express 
our stewardship of creation, demonstrate our care for 
one another, support the ministries of the church, and 
provide for the needs of the poor.” ( W-3.0411)
     In the flow of our worship life together, we offer our 
gifts to God through our participation in liturgy, the 
singing of hymns and by following God into the world. 
We also offer our financial resources as a response to 
God’s word among us. Your financial gifts enable Sharon 
Church to live into God’s vision. We are dependent upon 
the congregation’s offerings to maintain our expansive 
campus, serve our community and provide spiritual 
nourishment for the Sharon Church family. 
     Throughout Covid19 pandemic, worship rhythms 
shifted, and we refrained from passing the offering 
plates among the pews.  During this time an offering box 
was available in the narthex.  We are now reintroducing 
the offering plates at the back of the sanctuary follow-
ing worship. Our ushers will hold the offering plates to 
receive your offering following the benediction. May we 
give freely and joyfully as we offer our gratitude to God!

     The season of Lent encourages a steady, obedient 
journey to the cross of Jesus Christ. Along our journey 
we are challenged within spiritual disciples such as 
prayer, study and reflection on scripture. Our Sunday 
10:30am Lent worship offers unique voices from people 
whom Jesus engaged with on his journey. Each Sunday 
we hear “Words from a Witness,” reflections on the walk 
of discipleship from people such as Andrew, Jesus’ dis-
ciple, who reflects on the costs of discipleship, a woman 
healed by Jesus in body and in spirit, and even Pilate 
who wrestles with the meaning of “truth.” Worship is at 
the very heart of the Christian community. Come and be 
filled, challenged and comforted by the Holy Spirit alive 
within our worship as we travel with Jesus to Jerusalem.  
May we all find your own words to witness to Christ’s 
impact on our life of faith.

Words From a Witness
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CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

Opportunities for Service in Christ! 
     Your Serving Committee is high-
lighting four ways to serve at Sharon 
through two brand-new ministry 
opportunities (Assist M.E and Food 
Donation Connection) and two 
ongoing ministries (our “Stewsday 
Tuesday” Meal and our monthly meal 
at Roof Above’s Tryon Street Shelter 
and Salvation Army Center of Hope).  
     1.  The Serving Committee is 
delighted to announce a new part-
nership with Assist M.E. (www.
assistmenc.com), a local non-profit 
organization that takes in gently 
used medical equipment and gifts 
it, at no cost, to low income, un-
insured patients. To that end, we 
are combining our next Loaves & 
Fishes Drive-by Food Collection 
with a Medical Equipment Drive-by 
Collection. The joint collection will 
take place on Sunday afternoon, May 
15th, from 3 - 5 pm along the front 
driveway of the church (if raining, 
under the covered walkway near the 
church offices). The greatest needs 
for Loaves & Fishes, our local food 
pantry, are canned meats (tuna, 
chicken, salmon), canned fruits (no 
sugar added or in juice), canned 
pastas, peanut butter, and dry pasta 
noodles. Assist M.E. accepts used 
medical equipment including wheel-
chairs, bath and toilet aids, walkers, 
rollators (rolling walkers with a seat), 
crutches, and metal canes (especially 
with the three or four rubber tips for 
safety). They will NOT accept per-
sonal shoulder harnesses, knee or 
ankle braces, cloth slings, or elastic 
bandages. If you have a medical bed 
to donate, please email Dr. Fanning 

(w.lee.fanning@gmail.com), Serving 
Committee Chairperson, to arrange 
a special pick-up time. Tax donation 
receipts will be available at the drop-
off.
     2.  Under the leadership of two 
new members, Ed and Paula Buch-
ner, the Serving Committee is 
thrilled to announce a new partner-
ship with Food Donation Collection 
(www.foodtodonate.com). Food 
Donation Connection, whose motto 
is “let nothing be wasted,” assists 
local restaurants with the imple-
mentation of programs designed to 
provide an alternative to discarding 
surplus food. The goal is to get extra 
food from restaurants to those in 
need at local helping agencies, such 
as the shelters at Roof Above here in 
Charlotte. By running weekly routes 
to local restaurants, which have al-
ready established a relationship with 
Food Donation Collection, food that 
would be thrown out at the end of 
the day, along with excess non-per-
ishables, are repackaged and given 
to the shelters. We welcome vol-
unteers to run set routes to collect 
food donations. With a low risk of 
COVID exposure, volunteers simply 
go inside the restaurant, collect the 
pre-packaged food items, and bring 
the food to the church kitchen for 
weighing and repackaging.  
     3.  Spring is in the air, COVID 
numbers are way down, and we 
are trying to reignite our in-per-
son Statesville Ave/Howard Levine 
Shelter Tuesday “Stewsday” Meal on 
the first Tuesday of each month. We 
are planning to purchase the beef 

stew and green beans and deliver 
them to the shelter in advance for 
the shelters to prepare. In order for 
this to happen, we need volunteers 
to help with the delivery of the bulk 
food items, making cakes in advance, 
grocery shopping for additional 
food items and supplies (Walmart 
or Aldi), and perhaps serving onsite. 
Many of these opportunities offer 
flexibility in dates and times. We are 
looking for more hearts and hands 
to serve, either on a quarterly basis 
or to “pinch hit” as needed. For more 
information, please contact Megan 
Talley (mtalleyncsu@gmail.com), 
our energetic “Stewsday Tuesday” 
Coordinator. 
     4.  On the last Saturday of each 
month, we continue to serve a beef 
stew meal at Roof Above’s Tryon 
Street Shelter and Salvation Army 
Center of Hope (women and chil-
dren’s shelter). This ministry has 
been championed for many years by 
David Beers. Volunteers are needed 
to preorder and pick up dinner rolls 
and non-perishables (drink mix, 
dessert cookies, plates, cups, forks) 
at Sam’s Club and to deliver the food 
items and supplies to these shelters 
on Fridays or Saturday mornings. 
     For more information or to volun-
teer for any of these opportunities, 
contact Dr. Fanning (w.lee.fanning@
gmail.com). Thanks for the MANY 
ways we as a church seek to serve 
our neighbors in need in Christ’s 
love! 
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SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

Eagle Scouts at Sharon Presbyterian
Matt Moorman, Youth Director

     Perhaps some of you know that I’m an Eagle Scout. 
After completing my Eagle project in the spring of 2001, 
I slid my paperwork under my assistant scoutmaster’s 
front door at 11:45pm on Saturday, June 16th, *literally* 
minutes before my 18th birthday (which is the deadline 
to submit the paperwork). I suppose some things never 
change. That’s true of my tendency to procrastinate, 
but it’s also true of the fact that I’m an Eagle Scout. 
There are some things we can’t unlearn; there are some 
hurdles we can’t un-jump.  Being an Eagle Scout is like 
that. In a world where fewer and fewer young folks are 
choosing to participate in scouting, it’s a profound state-
ment to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout. So very many 
of the things we learn on our journey toward Eagle are 
mirrored in scripture—most important among them 
“serving others as you would have them serve you.” 
That’s what the Eagle Scout project is: a chance to de-
velop leadership skills in the process of serving others. 
I’m thankful for my lessons as an Eagle Scout, and I’m 
thankful for Myree and Hayes and all the other Eagle 
Scouts at Sharon—for their faithfulness, their willingness 
to serve, and their witness to “the great Master of all 
scouts.”

Hayes Buchanan
     I’m Hayes Buchanan, a 
member of Sharon and a 
scout in Troop 34. Between 
my church family and my 
scout troop, Sharon Pres-
byterian Church has had a 
large impact on my life. It 
was by serving with Sha-
ron that I got connected 

with Samaritan House—a Charlotte-based organization 
providing housing, food, and other necessities to those 
who have been hospitalized while experiencing home-
lessness. When they’re discharged from the hospital, 
Samaritan House helps those who, for medical reasons, 
cannot immediately return to homelessness. Samari-
tan House also seeks to place residents into long-term 

housing rather than returning to homelessness. This is 
a mission that I support wholeheartedly and decided to 
use my Eagle Scout project to serve their organization. 
In cooperation with Samaritan House, I built a raised 
walkway in the back yard of the campus. The walkway 
spans about 70 feet in length and forms a “J” shape, lay-
ing the groundwork for future Samaritan House plans to 
build a deck in the center of the three sides. The project 
went well, without any major complications. The sturdy 
construction highlights the care I put into this walkway, 
and I hope Samaritan House will benefit from this proj-
ect for years to come.

Myree Kromer
     I’m Myree Kromer, 
and in February of 2021, 
I led a group of wonder-
ful volunteers in planting 
trees throughout Sha-
ron’s campus to complete 
my Eagle Scout project. 
As an Eagle Scout now, 

I’m forever grateful for the gifts the church has given 
me, and for providing a place to complete my project. 
A few years ago, my father made me aware of the fact 
that many of the trees on campus were getting older, or 
dying, and some were being cut down. I felt this would 
make a good Eagle Scout project, so I met with arbor-
ists, and Mrs. Gwen Cook, a Charlotte landscaper, about 
placement and types of trees. I met with Khris Wiging-
ton, representing property committee, who showed the 
location of water lines, and suggested places where the 
trees would flourish. I gathered all the materials for the 
work, recruited all the volunteers, and enlisted the help 
of a landscaping group to dig the holes for the trees. In 
total, ten trees were planted: two maples, two redubs, 
five red oaks, and one dogwood. The red oaks died over 
the summer but we replanted maples in their place. This 
project wouldn’t have succeeded without all the people 
who helped along the way. Thank you, Sharon Presbyte-
rian Church, for helping me achieve my goal of becom-
ing an Eagle Scout!
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SUPPORT SERVE

Room In The Inn 2021-2022
     Thanks to the members and friends of Sharon Pres-
byterian, 31 homeless neighbors were provided a warm, 
dry bed to sleep in, two hot meals, a lunch “to go”, and 
friendly conversation during the winter months. Oth-
erwise, they may have LITERALLY been sleeping out 
in the cold, on the streets! Room In The Inn is a pro-
gram, sponsored by Roof Above, in which churches and 
non-profit agencies provide shelter and meals every 
night, from the beginning of December through the end 
of March, for neighbors who are temporarily experienc-
ing homelessness.  
     Sharon Presbyterian has participated in this pro-
gram for over 26 years. This year, understandably, many 
members were not comfortable participating because 
of COVID. For that reason, our church was available to 
house our guests only once a month, instead of our past 
participation of every Friday night. Volunteers set up 
the mattresses and bedding, picked up the neighbors 
from Roof Above, prepared and served dinner, spent the 
night, prepared and served breakfast, drove our neigh-
bors back downtown, and cleaned up certain areas of 
the building! Guests were required to be fully vaccinated 

against COVID and to wear masks.  
     A special thanks is extended to the following people:
•  Team Leaders: Tom Skinner and Alan Christian who 
helped to make sure things ran smoothly and filled in as 
substitutes when needed.
•  Team members and substitutes who agreed to serve 
each month.
•  George Korely who provided and drove his ten pas-
senger van.
•  Curtis Blaine, the Wall and Adams families, and several 
Women of the Church Circles who prepared and served 
the evening dinners.
•  Dave and Letty Latta for delivering and picking up the 
laundry.
•  And Phyllis Acton, the Room In The Inn Coordinator.    
     Without their continued help, the success of Room 
In The Inn would not be possible. Again, thank you to 
Sharon Presbyterian members and friends for your gifts 
in Christ’s love of service, in-kind donations, and finan-
cial support as we served our neighbors in their time of 
need!  

     In January and February of 2022, Sharon Presbyteri-
an Church participated with congregations around the 
world in contributing to the Church World Service Blan-
ket project. Sharon raised $1,700 this year! These wool 
blankets go to refugees, displaced persons, homeless 
shelters, and other needy persons, all over the world. 
We contributed in sums of $10 (blanket),$50 (provides 
blankets for a family, and  $250 (provides blankets for an 
entire homeless shelter). I wanted to share a couple spe-
cific stories of the 2021 recipients, and provide specific 
examples of where our monies could be used for 2022. 
The following story is from 2021 in Washington State.
“I got one of the CWS Blankets in early 2020. I use it in 
the middle of the night if I’m a little cold. I have a cat 
who loves it, too. I’m happy to get another one today 
because it makes a good bed spread. It’s super warm and 

easy to manage—you can throw it in the washer.” -Brian
Concern for Neighbors Food Bank in Mountlake Terrace, 
Washington, has ordered CWS Blankets for their clients 
twice now. You can read about their first distribution, 
in January 2020, here: “What CWS Blankets Mean to our 
Neighbors in Washington State.” In September 2021 they 
once again offered CWS Blankets to their clients during 
their usual Tuesday morning food distribution.
     Holly Buchanan is a volunteer with Concern for 
Neighbors, and she organized both blanket distributions. 
She is also a CWS Sustaining Partner. Here’s what she 
had to say about this latest order:
     For more than two decades our food bank has sup-
plied fresh food and staples to neighbors in need. These 
last two years have been especially challenging. Many 

Continued bottom left page 7

Church World Services Blankets



SHARON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  | 7

CHURCH LIFE

Welcome New MembersRemember in Prayer
REMEMBER IN PRAYER: at home: Ralph McNatt, Susan 
Alley, Nita Baisey, Mark Hutton, Tom Phillips, Joyce 
Wilkinson, Thelma Porter (Wellmore of Tega Cay), Eric 
Morse, Elgerine Elliott (Sharon Towers Health Care), 
Elaine Eichler, John Houston, Charlotte Jenkins, Carol 
Ann Allen, Sandra Cochell, Dennis Grills, Josie Tiller 
(Home/Novant Main), Chris Price, Our Homebound 
Members, Samuel Montes (our mission partner in Peru), 
Heather McInnes (Liz DeNittis’ aunt; Janice MacInnes’ 
sister-in-law), Jim Cafferty (Amanda Knepp’s brother), 
Caroline and Chris Parker (Libby and Norris Parker’s 
daughter-in-law and son), John Thompson (Tim and 
Sarah Brown’s brother-in-law), Angela, John, and Ben 
Herman (Ralph and Notra McNatt’s family), Jeremy and 
Luta Garbat-Welch (PCUSA Missions in Malawi), Our 
Mission Partners in Peru, Chenoa Stock and José Luis 
Claure (PCUSA Missions in Peru), and Frank Dimmock 
(Africa Missions/The Outreach Foundation). The prayer 
list is reset on the first Sunday of each month. To sub-
mit or resubmit a prayer request, please contact Rev. 
Ron Nelson at ron@sharonpcusa.org. By request, prayer 
concerns may remain private and will not appear in the 
published list.

Church World Services Blankets
Continued from bottom page 6
people lost their jobs and had to make do with less. 
These CWS blankets are very comforting for our clients, 
as the nights in the Pacific Northwest can be very damp 
and chilly from September through June. Some of our 
clients struggle to pay their utility bills. As we passed 
out the blankets today, I noticed that is was often the 
seniors who seemed very eager for warm blankets. 
Today a client took a wool blanket for his friend who 
“lives in his car trunk.” One of our regular clients asked 
for a wool blanket to use on the floor to give her baby 
a clean, soft place to play. One man with a big family 
asked for and was given three blankets. Imagine what a 
difference that will make to his family as they settle in 
for the night!
     Thank you for your contributions and support for the 
CWS Blanket Fund.

Paula and Ed Buchner

Tom Phillips

Tiffany and Ken OrndorffLynda Opdyke

Pat Ingraham
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