Morning Worship
March 31, 2019
4th Sunday in Lent

We Gather in God’s Name

*RESPONSE
We Are Forgiven
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
Thanks be to God. We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
We greet our neighbors in Christ’s love

Chiming of the Trinity
Prelude

* Holy Interruption

The congregation is asked to make use of the prelude as a time of preparation, meditation and prayer.

Giving of our Tithes & Offerings
Offertory

Greeting

Dr. Dan Sansbury
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Welcome & Announcements
*Call to Worship

Marietta Melton Burch

We are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation;
We are God’s own people, that we may declare the wonderful deeds of the One
who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.
Once we were no people, but now we are God’s people.
Once we had not received mercy, but now we have received mercy in Jesus
Christ.
(adapted from I Peter 2)

*Hymn 473 For the Beauty of the Earth
Invitation to Confession
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the one to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there
is no deceit. [Psalm 32.1-2]

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Gracious God, we are thankful beyond words that you forgive us of all of
sins, mistakes, trespasses and transgressions. You even forgive us of our
failure to admit our need of your forgiveness. Help us today to see our
need for your reconciling love in all of our relationships. Help us to
admit to what we have contributed to any family breakdowns or
fractured friendships. Have your way in us and through us more and
more by your forgiving, healing and strengthening Holy Spirit, which is
the Spirit of Christ. Make us individually and together the people that
you want us to be, for the glory of your name. Amen
(Time for silent confession)

Assurance of Pardon

*Prayer of Dedication

We Receive God’s Word
Dr. Dan Sansbury

Preschool-Kindergarten age children are dismissed to the Pray n’ Play program held in
the room beside the church nursery in the main Church building. Children who are in the
1st grade and higher should return to their seats in the congregation.

Anthem What Feast Will You Bring?
Flutist: Eva Goddard
What feast will you bring? Who will sit at your table?
Will you ask the broken, the hungry, the poor?
Will you seat them and feed them and show them by deed;
The love the Lord gives us is given to all.
To the feast will you bring the first fruits from your garden?
Will you bring from the cellar your most treasured wine?
Will you serve them on rarest white linen cloth,
With silver most cherished, most cherished and fine?
How will you heal the sick and the broken?
How will you feed the hungry and poor?
Will you give them the treasure laid up in your storeroom?
Will you open your heart and give even more?
What feast do you bring as Christ sits at your table?
Do bring your first fruits and most treasured wine?
Do you serve them on rarest white linen cloth,
With silver most cherished, most cherished and fine?

I acknowledged my sin to you, O God, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will
confess my transgressions to the LORD” then you did forgive the guilt of my sin.
[Psalm 32.5]

Do you see Christ in the sick and the broken?
Do you see Christ in the hungry and poor?
Will you give Him the treasure laid up in your storeroom?
Will you open your heart and give even more?

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

“As you do unto them so you do unto me,”
Says Christ our savior, our Lord and King.
Is your table set for the least of these?
What feast will you bring them?
What feast will you bring?

New Testament Lesson

Matthew 18:21-35

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Message

Dr. Dan Sansbury

“OUR LENTEN JOURNEY, IV: “The Wilderness of Forgiveness”

* Praise of God We Give Thee But Thine Own
We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee

Children’s Sermon

Prayer for Illumination

Charles McCartha

*Affirmation Hymn
I Believe in God the Father
I believe in God the Father, merciful and mighty Lord,
maker of the earth and heavens, whom we worship and adore;
and in Jesus Christ the Son, only Savior, sovereign one,
by the Holy Spirit given, born of Mary, blessed virgin.
Under Pilate, Jesus suffered, faithful to his final breath.
He was crucified and buried, and descended into death.
From the grave he did arise; he ascended through the skies;
now enthroned with God in heaven, he will judge the dead and living.
I believe in God the Spirit, and the church in every place;
saints in glorious communion, all forgiven, full of grace;
flesh and blood will live again; life in Christ will never end.
Holy Spirit, Son and Father: I will praise your name forever.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

We Depart in God’s Name
* Hymn 432 Song of Hope
* Benediction and Sending
* Postlude
If you are interested in knowing more about this congregation, or in
officially joining as a church member, please speak to Dr. Sansbury
after the worship service. All persons are invited to participate in all
the ministry activities of our congregation.
TODAY is the fourth Sunday of Lent. Dr. Sansbury’s messages during
Lent will focus on the theme of “wilderness.” We will remember the
Exodus stories of the Israelites in the wilderness, and many others. As
a Church, we seek God’s clear guidance for our future together. For
next Sunday, a communion Sunday, read Matthew 6-7.

We welcome Beth Maier as our pianist today.

Prayer List as of March 31, 2019
Dee Pierce
Anne Bryan
Carole Kennedy
Gerry Rogers
Jack Baker
Larry Gaddy
Louise Carpenter
Robby Ashworth Shenell Malloy
Charles Watson
Residents at Presbyterian Communities of SC
Artha Sompayrac – Summerville
B. J. Moore - Summerville

Copies of the extended prayer list (which includes non-members) can be
obtained by calling the church office.

To be a good steward of God’s blessings, please help “fill the wagon” for
the McArn Community Ministry. The red wagon will be in the narthex
every Sunday. Thanks for your generosity!

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) invites your prayers for
God’s guidance and wisdom. PNC members are Bill Malloy (chair),
Christie McLeod (vice-chair), Dan Tillman (secretary), Marion Anderson
and Cathy Chapman. The PNC is reviewing your responses to their
questions at our supper discussions, and contacting members who were
unable to attend.
Nursery/Pray N’ Play
March 31
Shelley Morgan

The Church This Week (3/31/2019)
Today
9:30 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship
10:00 a.m. Church School
11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Youth
Mon.
8:30 a.m. MMO
4:00 p.m. PNC
5:30 p.m. Mission Outreach
Tues.
12:00 p.m. At Ease
1:00 p.m. At Ease Committee
4:30 p.m. PWCT
5:30 p.m. CE
Wed.
8:30 a.m. MMO
12:00 p.m. Lenten Lunch
3:00 p.m. Fun Program
6:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal
Sat.
7:00 a.m. Mission Team Yard Sale
Sun.
9:30 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship
10:00 a.m. Church School
11:00 a.m. Worship

The congregation will share in the sacrament of communion during the
worship service on Sunday, April 7. All who trust in Jesus Christ as their
Savior and Lord, and their baptized children, are invited to partake in the
sacrament with us.
Copies of Dr. Sansbury's March 24th message, " OUR LENTEN JOURNEY,
II: The Wilderness of Family” are available in the narthex. Copies of
previous sermons will be made available upon request to the church office.
First Baptist Church is hosting Lenten lunches on Wednesdays at noon.
Churches in the community take turns in providing the soup and sandwiches
and their pastors take turns in providing brief Lenten meditations.

First Presbyterian Church
Cheraw, South Carolina

Our Vision
Rooted by God’s Grace,
Growing in the Spirit,
Reaching Out with Christ’s Love

April 3- Wesley United
April 10- Pleasant Grove and Mt. Olivet
April 17- First Baptist (Patrick Blackmon)
We will observe Maundy Thursday on April 18 – Services in the Fellowship
Building beginning at 6:00 p.m.
Tenebrae Service will be held on Friday, April 19 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in
the Sanctuary.
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be collected on Easter Sunday,
April 21, 2019. Please give generously and help share bread with the hungry,
aid and shelter to people overcoming catastrophe and conflict, and resources
to communities working to cast off the bonds of poverty and oppression.
Please bring flowers to “flower the cross” on Easter Sunday, April 21st.

Our Mission
The Session of First Presbyterian
Dr. Dan Sansbury, Moderator

Class of 2019
Avery Dickson
Fred Harris
David Nagle
Tracie Phillips
Vernon White

Class of 2020
Douglas Anderson
Cathy Chapman
Ashley Driggers
Sue Funderburk
Tom Hammer

Class of 2021
Laura Katherine Folger
Meredith Hydrick
John Long
David Morgan
Marion Murphy

The Church Staff
Dr. Daniel N. Sansbury, Interim Pastor
Mrs. Carolyn S. West, Secretary
Mr. James W. Kendall, Sexton
Mrs. Arnetha Kendall, Housekeeper
Mrs. Mary Gulledge, Mrs. Debra Jewart, Nursery

Mr. Mac McCall, DCE & Director of Choirs
Mrs. Barbara C. Dickson, Church Organist
Mrs. Kim Brabham, Director MMO
Mrs. Sally Powell, MMO
Mrs. Debra Jewart, MMO

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 552, 300 Market Street
Cheraw, SC 29520

church tel. 843.537-7474
www.cherawfpc.org
Email: info@firstprescheraw.org

By the Grace of God, we are rooted in Christ through love.
We grow in the Spirit by worshipping, by studying,
and by cultivating relationships with Christ and others.
As stewards of God’s gifts and affirming our faith
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior,
we share God’s Mission of reaching out
with Christ’s Love.
Dr. Dan Sansbury
Interim Pastor

Missionaries
Mr. Mark Hare/ Mrs. Jenny Bent Hare Mr. and Mrs. Alan Smith
Haiti
Germany/Russia

