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Chances are that if you head out on a car trip, but you ignore the road 
signs along the way you'll end up someplace other than the destination you 
start out for.  Doctors are trained to recognize the signs of illness, these 
signs are an important part of making a diagnosis. Signs tell us or reveal 
something to us. 
Looking closely at the Gospel reading this morning you will note that this 
miracle that Jesus performs at the wedding in Cana, is referred to by John 
as a signs.  
I don’t want to get too caught up in the details that we miss what Jesus is 
trying to tell us.   But if signs show or reveal something to us, then this 
miraculous sign that Jesus performs musts be showing us or pointing us to 
something.  I would like to look at a couple of things that Jesus could be 
pointing us to today. First, John makes a point to tell us that the six stone 
water jars at this feast were Jars used for the Jewish rites of 
purification.  They were vessels used to hold the water that was used for 
ritual purification. many commentaries suggest that “the new wine created 
in the 'old' vessels of the Jewish purification rites, symbolizes that old forms 
can be given new content."   
It is a sign  that God is doing a new thing from within an old vessel  and that 
new things can flow in our lives.  
Not only did Jesus make something new, but he filled those jugs up to the 
brim. He wasn’t stingy just filling up one jar full. there were  six water jars, 
each 20 or-30 gallons, filled to the brim,and if that wasn’t enough it was the 
best wine of the entire feast.  
Back in that day, weddings typically lasted a week, and the host would 
serve  the best wine first when the guests actually could taste that they 
were drinking.    
This story of the abundance, shows us the overflowing abundance of God’s 
grace.   
Jesus helps us see in this,the abundance of God’s grace and love for us. 
I am not one to preach on hot topics in politics or the Church.  But I feel 
called to say something today about this week’s meeting of the Anglican 
Communion Primates,they are the Presiding and Archbishops, of the 
Anglican communion.  
At their meeting this week, the Anglican Communion voted that  
“for a period of three years, the Episcopal Church “ no longer represent us 
on ecumenical and interfaith bodies, should not be appointed or elected to 
an internal standing committee and that while participating in the internal 



bodies of the Anglican Communion, they will not take part in decision 
making on any issues pertaining to doctrine or polity.”   
 

This has been referred to  as a suspension and it stem or in support or 
rejection of the decision. But as a way for us to see our Gospel today.  
Our Presiding Bishop, 

Michael Curry, posted a video from Canterbury response to this 
“suspension.” 
In it he said this,  
“This is not the outcome we expected, and while we are disappointed, it’s 
important to remember that the Anglican Communion is really not a matter 
of structure and organization. The Anglican Communion is a network of 
relationships that have been built on mission partnerships; relationships 
that are grounded in a common faith; relationships in companion diocese 
relationships; relationships with parish to parish across the world; 
relationships that are profoundly committed to serving and following the 
way of Jesus of Nazareth by helping the poorest of the poor, and helping 
this world to be a place where no child goes to bed hungry ever. That’s 
what the Anglican Communion is, and that Communion continues and 
moves forward. 
This has been a disappointing time for many, and there will be heartache 
and pain for many, but it’s important to remember that we are still part of 
the Anglican Communion. We are the Episcopal Church, and we are part of 
the Jesus Movement, and that Movement goes on, and our work goes on. 
And the truth is, it may be part of our vocation to help the Communion and 
to help many others to grow in a direction where we can realize and live the 
love that God has for all of us, and we can one day be a Church and a 
Communion where all of God’s children are fully welcomed, where this is 
truly a house of prayer for all people. And maybe it’s a part of our vocation 
to help that to happen. And so we must claim that high calling; claim the 
high calling of love and faith; love even for those with whom we disagree, 
and then continue, and that we will do, and we will do it together. 
We are part of the Jesus Movement, and the cause of God’s love in this 
world can never stop and will never be defeated. 
In the miracle of the abundance of wine the disciples saw the glory of 
Jesus.   Isn’t Jesus is able take the water of our everyday lives, 
the ordinary, veryday little things we do, and transform them into the finest 
wine  



 C.S. Lewis commented  that the miracle of changing water into wine is a 
miracle of he compression of time. God is always changing water into wine. 
In fact no wine exists that didn't start out as water.  
It's all of the intermediary steps the root of the vine taking the 
water,  bloom, uit, the gathering, the fermentation, the aging and finally the 
wine.  
Isn’t that how God works in our lives?  Isn’t this how God works in the 
Church? Isn’t this how God works in the world?God works through the 
intermediate steps Nurturing us to the place where we become the vessels 
filled with the best wine.Where our Church may be a vessel filled with the 
best wine that is served to all the guests. 
We must believe n the power of Jesus  in this world and see in him God’s 
love for us,and his glory, and his care all. 
We are his vessels We are part of the Jesus Movement, and the cause of 
God’s love  
in this world an never stop and will never be defeated. 


