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I read an article about a novel written by author Gabriel Garcia Marquez , entitled 

One Hundred Years of Solitude.   It tells the story of a small town in South 

America, Macondo, which was surrounded by a swamp, explaining where the 

solitude comes from. One day a little girl wandered into Macondo.  She was 

fleeing her village, where there had been an outbreak of a plague  that caused 

insomnia.  A family in Macondo took her in and later noticed that one of their 

daughters couldn't sleep.   The plague had followed  the little girl to Macondo. 

At first people believed the plague wouldn't be too bad, because if you can't sleep, 

you have lots of time to do other things.  But they soon discovered  Another 

symptom of the plague - loss of memory.People were forgetting things.  For 

example they would search for the names of tools they worked with and 

remember where hey put them.  But they fought this loss of memory by marking 

things with their respective names, so that all they had to do was read the 

inscription to identify the items: table, chair, clock, dor, wall, pan, cow, pig, and so 

on  Later it occurred to them that they might forge what those things were for.  So 

they made the signs more elaborate.   

The sign they hung around the neck of a cow read, "This is a cow.  She must be 

milked every morning so that she will produce milk, and the milk must be boiled in 

order to be mixed with coffee to make coffee and milk." To ensure that they never 

forgot  where they were, the people erected a sign where the road emerged from 

the swamp.  The sign read,  "This is the village of Macondo."  And on the main 

street, where everyone would see it, they erected a larger sign that read, "God 

exists."So the people went on living, the author describes, that what this village did 

was to captured momentarily in words those things that described what was most 

necessary  for life.  But, he said, “that reality would be lost forever  hen the people 

forgot the meaning of the letters.” This situation in Macondo reminds me of the 

situation that Nehemiah describes in the reading from the Old Testament this 

morning.  Centuries before our reading begins today, God made a covenant with 
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the Israelites and gave to them land, security, abundance, prosperity.   Old 

Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann said thatthe memory of those gifts  and 

THat relationship was the glue that bound The Israelites together.   It also kept 

them close to God, reliant upon God and responsive to God.As the years went on 

though, the Israelites became careless, cynical, and disobedient in their faith.  

Brueggemann describes this by saying "Prosperity causes amnesia,".  People with 

amnesia don't know who they are, what they're expected to do, or to whom they're 

accountable.  As a result of this behavior the Israelites were captured and exiled 

to Babylon.  Where our reading picks up today, the people have returned to 

their land after their captivity in Babylon.  Ezra approaches a large group of people  

gathered at the city gate and is asked to read from the scroll  that he had brought  

with him from Babylonia.  The scroll contained the first five books of the Bible as 

we know it. He opens the scrolls and as Nehemiah writes, So they read from the 

book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the 

people understood the reading.”  The Word of God was proclaimed as a reminder 

to the people of their covenant relationship with God and what was required of 

them. In our Gospel Jesus proclaims the same thing to the people Luke tells us   

“Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and he began to 

teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.  When he came to 

Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah was given to him.”  

 

Jesus was that day a kind of epiphany revealing who he was.  He reveals a 

deeper understanding of what is really happening, and his role in it.  He says, 

"Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."   

Do we hear the Word of God in our lives?  Are we like the ancient Israelites who 

strayed away from God?  In many different ways we are like those that Ezra was 
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reading to.  We stray from God and the everlasting covenant that he made with us 

in Jesus.  We fail to see the presence of God in our lives.  We all too often want 

God to come and give us an ideal world, when He is aleady present. Jesus 

reminds us that this day is God's day.That each day is God’s day. One 

commentary writes, “We will never find God if we continue to dream about the day 

e will come and set everything right for us.  If we are to be with God, we have to 

be with a God who is in the present moment whether it is a moment of joy or of 

pain.”  

 

 The Word of God is alive for us.   So don’t let the prosperity of this life cause us 

to have amnesia.  


