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"A missional community
called to love and live

in Christ"

BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ



 

What a wonderful year 2017 was for Brownson Church! As we begin a new year together, 
I want to take a look back at this past year.

Here are a few wonderful things that have happened:

 • We continue to grow. We set a goal of adding 60 new members in 2017 and we  
    added 61.  
 • Our pledge campaign was the most successful in our history. Over 52% of you  
    said, “I’m IN!” and increased your pledge. Thank you so much!
 • The vision framing team worked for over a year, and together we rolled out our  
    mission statement and values.
 • We had over 200 people attend our Vision Weekend, where we talked about  
    the vision and shared about where God is leading this church.
 • Over 375 people attended our church picnic.   
 • We reached out to homebound members and extended the Lord’s table with  
    the Home Communion Ministry.
 • We completed Brownson’s first exploratory mission trip to Peru.
 • We have welcomed Jamie, Rachel, John and Anne to our staff team.  
 • With that has come tremendous growth in our youth group.    
 • The choir is in full swing and the music has been amazing. On Joy Sunday, we  
    had over 670 people worshipping with us.   
 • The BLC is full, the bottom floor of the Ed Building has been refurbished, 
    and the launch has been so successful. Over Christmas, the Sanctuary was  
    full of families who may have never entered Brownson’s Sanctuary, 
               but they were there watching and celebrating the love of Christ that this 
               church is sharing.    
 • The Lenten small group series was again a huge success, with over 200 people  
    participating.

This list above is just a start. Later in the month, we will share more accomplishments 
from the ministry teams of the church, along with the budget for 2018, during our 
Congregation meeting on January 28.   

I have seen God at work in this church. I am so thankful to be here. The future is so bright 
at Brownson!    

    May God bless you and keep you in this New Year!

John
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Dear Brownson Church Family:

Class of 2020
• Aziz Ahmad
• Ellie Collins
• Anna Grace Black
• Caroline Eddy
• Julie Haro
• Will Herring
• Gerald Ostlund
• Rob Pollock
• Missy Quis
• Charlie Taylor

Class of 2018
• Christal Cole
• Bill Eastman 
  [Clerk of Session]
• Lynn Gardam
• Jeff Gilbert
• Jack Hendrick
• Callip Hall
• Sandy Hemingway
• Scott Kittrell
• Lucy Kimbell
• Jeannette Wilson

Class of 2019
• Eleanor Carraher
• Lisa Corbett
• Mary Lee Gilmore
• Tim Lovin
• Lacy McGuire
• Emily Neller
• Suellen Nesbit
• Bun Perkinson
• Craig Pryor
• Augusta Smith

2017 Session Members

"A missional community called to love and live in Christ"

A

from your
Pastor...

letter
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Rev. John C. Hage
Senior Pastor

John Hage is an ordained teaching elder in the PC(USA) with over 12 years-
experience working at some of the largest churches in the PC(USA). 

John graduated cum laude with a B.A. in political science and a minor in 
Spanish at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, NC. John has studied in 
Quito, Ecuador as well as Salamanca, Spain. He has also done mission work in 
Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Mexico, Kenya and Brazil as well as in New 
Orleans, Indianapolis, and Durham.

John is the author of two books. He co-wrote Called to Life: An Invitation to a 
Missional Way of Being with ruling elder Ellen Creed Branham. He is the author 
of a second book Equipping the Saints: A Practical Resource for International 
Mission Engagement.
John’s and his wife Anna have four children - Eliza, Jack, Pearl and Tessa.

Rev. Karen Allen
Associate Pastor of Congregational Care

Karen Allen is an ordained teaching elder in the PCUSA having served on staff 
in Fayetteville, South Louisiana, and Saint Andrew Presbyteries before coming to 
Brownson Church as Associate Pastor.

Karen graduated summa cum laude with an M.Div. from Memphis Theological 
Seminary, graduated with an M.A. from PSCE (now Union Presbyterian Seminary), 
and graduated with a B.S. in recreation administration and physical education 
from Appalachian State University in Boone, NC

Karen loves to travel with her husband Robert.

Rachel Cheney
Director of Youth and their Families

Rachel Cheney is a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary with a Master’s 
Degree in Theology. Prior to Princeton, she studied Philosophy at Calvin College. 
Rachel is the second oldest in a family of eight. In her free time, she and her 
husband Matt enjoy running, lifting weights, baking and exploring new places!

John Tyson
Interim Director of Music Ministries

John Tyson is a native of Rockingham, NC and has been the past minister of 
music at First Baptist Church Wadesboro, NC and First Presbyterian Church of 
Rockingham, NC. He also taught choir and band in public school for 5 years. He 
is a graduate of East Carolina University with a degree in Music Education. He 
has performed and studied abroad in France and Italy. In his free time he enjoys 
riding his horse Jack!

Pastoral Leadership
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2018 Stewardship Campaign Overview
Categories     #  2017 Pledge 

New Pledges    $103,464.30  $101,464.30
Increased Pledges   $628,610.00  $98,388.23

Decreased Pledges   $101,266.00  ($20,951.00)
No Change in Pledge   $245,138.00
"Stopped" Pledges       ($101,713.00)
Totals (actual pledges)   $1,078,478.30

32
165

43
109
64

349

$ 199,852.00 Total "New" Money

$ 79,188.53 Total Net in New Money

2018 New Money
2018 New Money

decreased from 2017

stopped from 2017
no pledge card received

Christian Growth 

Communications

Congregational Care 

Operations

$740,000

2018 Budget Allocation

$42,245

$17,235

$191,346

$41,904

$9,870

$172,052$32,350
Outreach

Personnel

Property and Grounds

Worship
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Montreat Youth Conference

• Provided careful oversight of the budget and encouraged responsible use of church resources.
• Integrated the annual stewardship campaign into the rollout of the new vision and values.
• Ran a successful “I’M IN” stewardship campaign
• Designed and implemented a plan to provide seed money to the Brownson Learning Center.
• Approved the creation of a Legacy Society to honor those who have contributed to the endowment in the past, to                                                                   
   recognize members who have made an outright gift to the endowment or included Brownson in their estate plans, and     
   to encourage others to remember Brownson through planned giving.
• Consolidated small endowments into the larger music endowment and Presbyterian Women’s endowment which   
   facilitates more effective management and flexibility.
• Approved endowment income to be used for new initiatives such as the Vision Process.
• Managed endowment funds for both stability and growth, achieving a return of approximately 14.5% in 2017.

Stewardship

Often, Brownson has needs beyond our normal operating budget. As we 
continue to be good stewards of your financial contributions, we would like to 
provide our members the opportunity to give a special gift outside of their normal 
pledge. These items will be used by our Ministry Teams and staff and will benefit 
the entire congregation. If you are not able to contribute an entire item from our 
list, but would like to contribute partially to something, we welcome that too!

Our wish list is:
• Folding machine for publications and statements
• Van or minibus for youth group and other congregational transportation needs
• New projector for Conference Center

Our Wish List:

*All donations are tax deductible

Resource Allocation
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A Growing Church
2017 New Members
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Brownson baptized 6 children.
Performed 3 member weddings.

Pastored to families and loved ones for 16 Memorial Services, 
Funerals and Graveside Services.

Throughout 2017, the 12 member Vision Framing Team met monthly and put 
in over 100 hours of work into the Visioning Process. In partnership with the 
Session, the team created a new Mission Statement for Brownson 

A missional community called to love and live in Christ.

The team also named six core values of our church: 
Reaching Beyond our Walls 
Investing in the Next
Caring M2M 
Deepening Discipleship 
Compelling Worship and 
Making Room for Others

In early September, Brownson rolled out the Mission Statement and the six core 
values during Vision Weekend. Guest speaker and theologian Dr. John Franke 
spoke about being a missional church.

The weekend culminated with an all church picnic where 375 Brownson 
members, their family and friends joined in the fun and fellowship.

Vision Process

V I S I O N  F R A M I N G  T E A M

VFT

2017 By The Numbers

16
FUNERALS 3

WEDDINGS

6
BAPTISMS

BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ
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Reaching Beyond Our Walls
Compelling Worship
Investing in the Next

2017 was the first full year as an official ministry team at Brownson, and the team is proud to say that it was a 
very successful year!

• Welcomed Jed Koball, PC(USA) mission co-worker in Peru, to both worship services via Skype on World  
   Communion Sunday 2016.
• Hosted Afrizo, the gospel choir from Daystar University in Nairobi, Kenya, to Brownson for both worship  
   services as well as an afternoon concert open to the public in January 2017. It raised over $3,600      
   toward their scholarship program. 
• Dr. Timothy Wachira, Vice Chancellor from Daystar University, to Brownson to deliver the sermon at both  
   worship services in Spring 2017.
• Embarked on an exploratory mission trip to Peru in Summer 2017 and laid the groundwork for future  
   hands-on mission trips for members of Brownson in 2018 and beyond.
• Made financial donations to two different organizations in Peru. The local church in support of their after- 
   school program and the shelter for abused women and children in support of renovations and educational  
   materials.
• Announced the dates for Brownson’s first international hands-on mission trip to Peru in the Summer of  
   2018 for up to 16 participants, including youth.
• Purchased items from the group of fair-trade artisans in Peru and sold the items at face value during the  
   Sunday school hour in November and December 2017.
• Will coordinate Rise Against Hunger, the church-wide, intergenerational meal-packaging event which is  
   tentatively scheduled for June 2018.

Global Missions
Reaching Beyond our Walls



Investing in the Next; Reaching Beyond our Walls
Brownson Learning Center officially opened its doors on September 5, 2017.

• In its first year, 63 children ages one-year to five-years old were enrolled.
• Hired a highly qualified staff of teachers with over 100 years of teaching experience   
   collectively.
• Brownson Learning Center is designed to provide a developmentally appropriate   
   education within a safe and loving Christian environment.
• We exist first and foremost to introduce little children to Jesus in an atmosphere that  
   is warm, loving, fun, and instructional.
• We have a sincere love for children and a commitment to help families raise their   
   children to be prepared educationally, emotionally, socially, and spiritually to meet the  
   challenges that are ahead of them.
• We believe that our preschool provides an environment that is safe and encouraging  
   where children can work, play, and learn together while being guided toward a happy,
   wholesome development.

BLC has chosen to implement the learning framework of Creative Curriculum® for 
Preschool. Creative Curriculum® is a comprehensive system of learning based on 
research and knowledge regarding all areas of child development – social/emotional, 
physical, cognitive, and language. The philosophy behind Creative Curriculum© is 
that young children learn best by doing. Learning isn’t just repeating what someone 
else says; it requires active thinking and experimenting to find out how things work 
and to learn firsthand about the world we live in. So, when you venture through our 
classrooms you will see lots and lots of play and children and teachers having FUN 
while they are learning!

Outside play is critical for children, so making sure our outside play area was safe and 
fun was a top priority. Thank you to everyone who generously donated gifts to allow us 
to purchase new riding toys for our outdoor play space. A special thank you to Charles 
Harris for donating sod to make our playground beautiful and safe!

At BLC we are a preschool on a mission! We have monthly mission projects that allow 
us to teach our students about sharing the love of Jesus with others! So far, we have 
donated art supplies to children in Africa, 175+ pairs of socks to children here in Moore 
County through Family Promise, donated non-perishable food items to the Sandhills 
Coalition, and we have adopted a young family through our Empty Stocking Program!
We are so proud to offer our children a comprehensive creative arts program. Our 
children currently get to participate and enjoy both an art and music class for 30 
minutes each week. Educating the whole child is our mission and by providing a wide 
variety of activities in all academic areas we can better achieve this mission.

Each Wednesday the three and four-year-old classes attend Children’s Church in our 
Sanctuary. Pastor John, Pastor Karen, Cathy Mooney and Rachel Cheney took time 
each month to share God’s word with our littlest learners.

Brownson 
Learning Center
Investing in the Next
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Values: Deepening Discipleship, Reaching 
Beyond Our Walls, Investing in the Next

This past year Browson Youth participated in a 
number of local mission projects in an effort to 
reach beyond our walls. They included:
• Landscaping for the NMFRC
• Attending Marbles Kids Museum with the  
   children from NMRFC
• Hurricane Relief with PUSH in Lumberton, NC
• Creating ornaments for Brownson’s homebound  
   members
• Adopting a Family with Empty Stocking and  
   providing Christmas gifts
• Leading Vacation Bible school for children at  
   Brownson and in the community

Brownson Youth participated in the church 
services several times throughout 2017.
• Anna Grace Black and Charlie Taylor conducted  
   the Minute for Mission on behalf of the youth  
   during the 2018 Stewardship Campaign
• Abby Ostlund gave the children’s sermon
• 15 youth participated in “Youth Praise   
   including, Claude Morris, Eliza Hage, Charlie  
   Taylor, and Abby Ostlund
• Halle Hunt played piano during a 
   Christmas service
• A crowd of youth and alumni participated in  
   Youth Sunday
• Youth and their families participated in the  
   Advent Candle lighting
• Youth gave the prayer of thanksgiving—Hannah  
   Ostlund, Jordan Larose, Josh Hunt, Nic   
   Dimarco, Lacy McGuire

Brownson Youth has started several new initiatives 
in 2017 to continue to invest in the next:
• The Youth Connection Events are where  
   Brownson partners with other churches in the  
   area to host events for the youth.
• Genius Bar is an effort to create intergenerational 
   relationships within the church, and it is a place
   for the youth to provide tech support to   
   members in the church.
• The Prayer Partner Ministry is a way to support  
   our college students through prayers, letters,  
   and care packages.

The Youth participated in celebrations and trips in 
2017:
• We welcomed 7 new youth members through  
   Confirmation class in the spring.
• Nine Senior High students went to Montreat.
• The youth hosted the annual Trunk or 
   Treat Fall Festival.
• Over 40 students attended the 
   opening pool party.
• Youth and their parents got together for an  
   evening of kickball followed by ice cream.

Youth
Investing in the Next
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“Volunteering with the youth helps 
us to start our week right. It gives us 
a common interest. We enjoy doing 
something together, and spending 
time with the students.” 
– Youth Advisor on why she and her husband enjoy volunteering with the 
youth - Michelle Moran

“[My son] is totally loving youth group. Thank you for making it so 
special and fun for him!” Parent - Dixie Parks

“Even when we disagree about politics and social issues, at the end 
of the day, it does not matter because we are still a family and we 
care about each other regardless.” 
Youth at Montreat - Abby Ostlund

“It was so great to have a church family to belong 
to and be with me when I was going through hard 
times.” Youth Alumni - Christine Hall
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Investing in the Next and Deepening Discipleship

A Neighborhood Block Party
During July, Emmanuel Episcopal Church and Brownson Church joined together for a mission and outreach filled week of Vacation Bible 
School. What started out as planning for 65 children turned into a very successful week with 150 children coming together each day 
for an amazing week, learning to be good neighbors. Older kids spent the week working on hands-on mission projects. Painting and 
sharing rocks to cheer up anyone who finds them, fixing freezer meals for members to use, donating to and learning about the work of 
thrift shops in our area and providing cards for our card ministry, all while making new friends and reconnecting with old friends in the 
spirit of being good neighbors. Young children moved through “mission fields” each day learning how to work with neighbors all around 
the world and right here at home. Nothing was more exciting than the fun we shared in the sanctuary as we opened and closed each 
day with worship filled with music, stories, laughter, and prayer!

Relocation of the Church Nursery
Our church nursery has moved! As the Brownson Learning Center began to transform the Education Building, the Sunday morning 
childcare space moved to the front of the building, where toys and tables are age appropriate, and there is a little more room to play.
In the last two years, we have seen the number of children using the nursery grow from 3 or 4 to 15 or 16. Sunday is a busy and fun 
time for the littles ones who are lovingly cared for by five amazing ladies who hold children, read stories, play on the floor and help our 
parents feel good about the care their children receive while they worship and study on Sunday mornings.

The Church Library
This summer, part of the transformation of the Education Building was the moving of the Church Library. Many older books were donat-
ed to a small church, and their lay pastor and the more current volumes and our reference books made a big move to the Cornerstone 
Building.

Now located directly about the church offices, the Library offers a warm and welcoming place for you to do research as you prepare 
to study or teach, to seek a book to help with a difficult decision or time in your life, or to find a good piece of fiction to enjoy. It is also a 
wonderful place for a bible study or ministry team to meet.

Summer Interns
We had the blessing of three outstanding young women that helped us this past summer. The interns worked tirelessly moving things 
around to make room for the Brownson Learning Center, getting the youth space ready for the arrival of our Director of Youth and their 
Families, helping make our wonderful week of Vacation Bible School happen, as well as Sunday morning time with children in childcare 
and through children’s sermons during worship. The entire move of the library was managed by the interns!

Trunk or Treat Fall Festival
On October 29, Brownson Youth hosted the annual Trunk or Treat Fall Festival. Approximately 400 children and their families came out 
to enjoy games, prizes, candy, a bounce house, cake walk, Rita’s Italian Ice, costumes, pets, face painting and more! They made sure 
the children had a great time! 

Kids Connect
Wednesday nights throughout the school year were full of Bible stories, music, food and fun as children 5th grade and younger attend 
Brownson’s Kids Connect. In the fall, Kids Connect welcomed the addition of John Tyson, Interim Director of Music Ministries. John 
brought added fun on Wednesday nights by teaching songs and preparing the children to sing during worship!

Christian Growth
Deepening Discipleship
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Reaching beyond our Walls, Investing in the Next, Deepening Discipleship

• Developed a Local Missions Grant Evaluation process for evaluating existing and
   potential partners

• Formally evaluated all current and 1 potential future partner(s)

• $5000 provided for Presbytery Disaster Assistance Fund (hurricane Harvey & Irma) plus
   $11,350 from appeal to the congregation.

• Provided additional opportunities for the congregation to serve:
   Organized two teams from Brownson (16 youth and adults) to participate in the
   Presbyterians Using Servant’s Hands (P.U.S.H.) program. P.U.S.H. is an effort
   coordinated by the Coastal Carolina Presbytery to organize volunteers to support
   residents of Lumberton and Fayetteville, impacted by Hurricane Matthew, and get them
   back into their homes for the holidays.

• Initiated an ongoing Brownson outreach service opportunity in support of The Food
   Bank Central and Eastern North Carolina. Teams meet monthly to pack boxes of food
   in support of the local community. The partnership began in October, and has resulted
   in 108 boxes of food packed to date.

• Mobilized the congregation and coordinated the Rise Against Hunger meal packing
   event. The congregation packaged 20,000 meals. Those meals were shipped to Rise
   Against Hunger’s local partner Salesian Missions in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. This program
   serves to support and empower children and youth living on the street, either neglected
   or abandoned and often unable to return home. The program aims to reduce illiteracy,
   provide technical training in a vocational profession, reintegration into society, reduce
   the prevalence of violence within their environment, return their human dignity,
   integrate them into the labor market to provide for themselves, and to provide basic
   needs such as food, health care, shelter, and if possible, contact with their biological
   family.

Local Missions
Reaching Beyond our Walls

Habitat for Humanity 
The number of Brownson’s participants in Apostles Build for Habitat for Humanity increased during this year’s build, compared to 
previous projects. Brownson participated in the first Habitat build in the Robbins area. Brownson organized teams of approximately 
10 members of the congregation to work at the site on 3 different occasions. Morning snacks and lunch were also provided by 
Presbyterian Women.

Family Promise 
Brownson staffed the Family Promise home 5 times in 2017. Staffing included, dinner hosts, evening hosts, and overnight hosts. 
Presently, Family Promise has served 19
families including 69 children and provided 3542 nights of shelter for our local homeless population.

Northern Moore Family Resource Center
Santa's Workshop is an annual event where new clothing items and toys are donated and arranged in a retail format. Parents are invited 
to “shop” the clothes and select items for their children for Christmas gifts. Volunteers provide the clothes, sort and arrange the clothes 
by size, and staff the workshop throughout the event. In 2017 Brownson members donated 76 shirts and provided about a third more 
than last year in funding for shirts. This year, there were 10 volunteers onsite to assist with sorting, twice as many volunteers compared 
to 2016. Volunteers sorted or bagged 550+ jackets, 550 pants, shirts, shoes, toys, and books by size and gender. During the event,
there were 12 Brownson volunteers, twice as many participants compared to 2016, who served as personal shopping assistants to 
participating parents

Northern Moore Family Resource Center (NMFRC) HOPE Academy
During the summer, Brownson’s Youth group laid sod for the new NMFRC Green Space (now being used as a HOPE play area as well 
as a community meeting space). The youth also accompanied HOPE Academy students on their summer field trip to Discovery
Kids in Rockingham, NC.

Moore Buddies Mentoring
Brownson members serve as mentors and also serve on the executive board.
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In 2017, the Member Ministry Team conducted four New Member Classes, 
which added 61 new members. This compares to 2016 when we added 58 
and the highest number of new members in the last 10 years. Along with 
the new members came 15 children under 18, the average age being 8 
years old. The average age of the adult new members was higher this year, 
coming in at 57 with 13 new members in the 70+ category.

Our goal is to help new members make connections and become involved 
in their new church home. Our new members became involved in various 
activities this year including Stephen Ministry, Choir, Small Group Study, 
Youth Group, Confirmation Class and the Handyman Ministry. 

2016

2015
20142013

Brownson 
New Member Growth

58

323537

• Created increasing interest and growth of the Choir and Worship Arts program.
• Created compelling worship through diverse music and the use of instruments.
• Helped provide meaningful and moving special services to include: Maundy   
   Thursday, Special Prayer Vigils, the Travelers Service and a Silent Night Service of 
   Healing and Hope.
• Further involved children and youth in worship through music and by securing  
   acolytes and cross bearers.
• Offered Communion training to new Elders as they joined the Session.
• Reunited the Hand Bell Choir.
• Organized 2017 schedules for Ushers, Communion, Prayer of Thanksgiving and  
   the Information Center.
• Provided usher support for funerals and memorial services throughout the year.
• Created videos to promote Joy Sunday and Brownson’s Christmas Services.
• Used social media to increase interest and attendance for our worship services.
• Maintained Worship Ministry Team finances within budget.

New Member Ministry Team
Caring M2M [Member to Member]

2017

61

Compelling Worship

Growth in Worship
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Brownson finished its Vision Weekend with an All Church 
Picnic! Approximately 375 friends, family and visitors 
joined us for a great meal, music and fellowship. Floral 
centerpieces were created by our Flower Ministry, 
music was graciously provided by church member Bob 
Henderson, and a bounce house and face painting were 
enjoyed by many children. 

It was a beautiful day with the Brownson Family!

Caring M2M [Member to Member]

 2017 All Church Picnic
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Caring Member to Member
Making Room for Others

Accomplishments:

• Trained and commissioned a Home Communion team of more than 50 Elders  
   and Stephen Ministers who provided communion to at least 80 homebound   
   members in the spring and fall. Over 170 participants (team & recipients)   
   received communion through this new ministry.

• Sent two people for national training as Stephen Leaders making our Leader  
   Team 7 members strong. Began training the next class of Stephen Ministers  
   who will complete their instruction and be commissioned early in 2018.

• Invited leaders of Brownson’s 14 caring ministries to share presentations      
   about their work. Each of these ministries was assigned a member of the      
   congregational care team to serve as liaison to offer assistance, facilitate   
   communication and strengthen connections.

• Supported and/or implemented church events including: church-wide picnic,  
   Christmas caroling/chili supper, All Saints luncheon, Silent Night Service      
   of Healing and Hope, Ash Wednesday luncheon, A New Beginning Grief   
   Support Group, Caring Ministry Gathering, and STARworks field trip to deepen  
   relationships among members; welcomed newcomers; extended care to those  
   who are hurting or grieving; and enjoyed fellowship together.

• Developed materials for use in New Member class packets and presentations  
   to help newcomers connect more quickly.

• Used new strategies to provide information to the congregation and   
   community regarding congregational care and connecting with Brownson   
   Church. Examples include: the Women of the Vine Advent Small Group held  
   at the Douglas Community Center; STARworks glass-blowing exhibit field trip;  
   and planning for an upcoming “Night of Spiritual Empowerment” for women.

Congregational Care
Caring M2M [Member to Member]
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Lenten Small Group Series

Brownson completed its second annual Lenten Small Group 
Series and studied the Psalms throughout the season of Lent 
with the study named “Anatomy of the Soul.” Over 200 members 
and friends joined small groups throughout each week, enjoying 
food, fellowship and meaningful study time.

Throughout 2017, Brownson had four Sermon Series that included:

Go Tell Them a Story – A playful engagement of children’s literature and scripture
Living Out Easter – Easter is not just a day but a way of life.
Genesis – A study through the book of Genesis.
Coming Home – Our true longing is for the home that God offers.

Christian Education
Compelling Worship

Sermon Series
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Reaching Beyond our Walls, Compelling Worship, Investing in the Next, Caring 
M2M, Making Room for Others

• Landscaped the Nave Garden Courtyard to improve our visitors’ first   
   impressions
• Revised & updated the Facilities Use Policy Manual
• Relocated the Library to larger quarters in the Cornerstone Building to make  
   room for the BLC in the Education Building
• Converted a significant portion of our lighting to LED as part of our energy  
   savings initiative to reduce energy costs and do our part to protect the  
   environment
• Converted two additional exterior doors to electronic keying and eliminated  
   the use of brass keys on the exterior doors in order to enhance campus  
   security
• Cleaned & repainted all of the exterior signage to improve visitors’ first  
   impressions
• Relocated the BMPC Archives from a small closet in the Education Building  
   to expanded quarters in the Cornerstone Building
• Polished the brass door hardware to enhance visitors’ first impressions
• Spread pinestraw & mulch in the landscape beds thanks to our beloved 
   Boy Scout Troop 223
• Installed a bike rack for staff & visitors
• Resurfaced the playground and replaced surrounding landscape 
   areas with sod
• Assembled toys, furniture and equipment for the Brownson Learning Center
• Replaced the damaged & clogged roof drain on the Conference Center
• Repaired the Hurricane Matthew damage to the choir hallway and   
   waterproofed the exterior wall above the hallway

Property & Grounds 
Ministry
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Deepening Discipleship

Presbyterian Women has five circles and nearly 100 members who gather monthly, August 
through May. During 2017, they held two major fundraisers to support their Scholarship 
program as well as various outreach efforts. Proceeds from the Stay at Home Tea and the 
Treasures & Trinkets Sale provided scholarships for 16 Brownson members pursuing their 
undergraduate or divinity degrees.

PW held five luncheons in 2017. Continuing our Inspiring Speakers Series, we welcomed 
the following guest speakers: former educator and coach, Nate Carter, and his wife, former 
principal, Blanchie Carter; the Reverend Charles McKnight of New Zion AME Church; our 
own Martha Butler; and the Pinecrest High School Holiday Madrigals, who sang a beautiful 
a cappella Christmas music.

In 2017, the Congregation celebrated the Gifts of Women Sunday. Members from circles 
participated by serving as ushers, greeters, and presenters of the Prayer of Thanksgiving. 
Women elders also served communion.

PW presented gifts of Bibles to graduating high school seniors, and in December we 
prepared cookies and helped fund a pizza party for college students returning home for the 
holidays.

As a result of our Treasures and Trinkets sale, we were also able to make a donation to the 
new Brownson Learning Center to help fund their start-up.

In December, each of our circles participated in the Empty Stocking Program and delivered 
wrapped gifts to families in need.

Missions supported by the Presbyterian Women’s Circles:
BMPC choir/music ministry, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Brownson Learning Center, Friend to 
Friend, Presbyterian Women’s Pledge, Sandhills Student Assistance, Thank Offering, Trunk 
or Treat, Martha’s Friends, Habitat for Humanity, Boys and Girls Club, Moore Free Clinic, 
Family Promise, Children’s Hope Alliance, BackPack Pals, Least Coin, Northern Moore 
Family Resource Center, Card Ministry, Sandhills Crop Walk, Coalition for Human Care, and 
Meals on Wheels.

Presbyterian Women



Church Staff

Sandra Arrington
Administrative Assistant

Marilyn Baxter
Director of Member Ministry

Anne Smith
Director of Finance & HR

Jamie Walker
Director of Brownson Learning Center

Lucinda Cole
Assistant to the Senior Pastor

Dick Hart
Facilities Manager

Jane Maynard
Assistant for Congregational Care

Stacey Ostlund
Director of Communications and IT


