
BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ

Bells Newsletter December 2020

FOR UNTO US
IS BORN,a child
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Dear Brownson Church Family,

Grace and Peace,
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Rev. John Hage | Senior Pastor

Sunday, December 6
Sunday, January 3
Sunday, February 7

Join us on 
these Sundays

COMMUNION

The Session of Brownson met on 
Monday, November 16 via Zoom. 
The Session heard from member 
Hannah Ostlund, who requested 
to become an Inquirer as she seeks 
Ordainment. She shared her faith 
story and her seminary plans. An El-
der will be assigned as her Session 
liaison who will support her for the 
coming three years. Her requested 
was unanimously approved.
A report was given by the Worship 
Ministry Team regarding in-person 
worship where no changes will be 
made to our current number of at-
tendees on Sunday mornings. They 
also provided an update on Christ-
mas Eve plans for our drive-in wor-
ship service at Carolina Eye Associ-
ates.
Personnel made a motion for Session 
to approve the initial phase to begin 
to search for an interim Associate 
Pastor when Karen Allen retires in 
April. That motion was voted on and 
approved.

Even in the darkness of 2020 there is a great light of Christ’s presence. The one who 
will be called Emmanuel, “God with us.” As we enter Advent, this year more than 
ever, we hold on to that hope. We pray that this season of Advent encourages you in 
that hope and joy.
As we plan for Advent, we hope that you and your family take the time to celebrate the 
season and the coming of Christ’s birth with us either in-person or online. We hope 
that you will sing along with us right in your living room while you worship with us 
during Advent! This year, our Advent sermon series is I Was There: An Advent Series 
from the Eyewitnesses. We will study the stories from the points of view of Zachariah, 
Joseph, Mary and the Shepherds.
We have been planning an amazing Christmas Eve service where we can all be togeth-
er safely, in an amazing location where we will be able to sing and celebrate Christmas 
TOGETHER drive-in style! A special thank you to Carolina Eye Associates for the 
generous gift of this space.

Christmas in the Sandhills
December 24 at 4:30 PM in the back parking lot of Carolina Eye Associates

2170 Midland Road - Southern Pines
We will have carolers, cocoa, cookies, candlelight and a family-friendly service!

All are welcome - please invite a friend or neighbor
If you have little ones that might not enjoy being in the car for a bit, there will be a tent 
for young families with chairs and heaters available for your use.
We hope that by starting at 4:30 PM you will arrive in daylight and be able to wave to 
others from your car. Just as the service is ending it will be dark and we can do our 
traditional Silent Night with candles before we depart. We hope it is a special moment 
for our church family, friends, neighbors and the entire Sandhills Community.
We will be serving hot cocoa and cookies to all who join us - it’s going to be a great 
night of celebration and I can’t wait to see you all there!
I also want to thank all of you who have made a commitment to Brownson Church 
during the 2021 pledge campaign (If you haven’t it is not too late. Every commitment 
helps the mission of our church). We are a strong congregation who has an amazing 
commitment to our church, our community and our world. In November, we made 
a huge impact by feeding the hungry, clothing those in need and continuing to be a 
missional community called to love and live in Christ. I am so proud to be part of this 
church.

Isaiah 9:2

“The people who 
walked in darkness; 

have seen a great light…”
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November 29 | First Sunday in Advent
11 AM In-Person and Livestream Worship

December 6 | Second Sunday in Advent | Communion
11 AM In-Person and Livestream Worship

December 12 | Christmas Cantata 
Featuring Moore County Brass

7 PM In-Person and Livestream Worship

December 13 | Third Sunday in Advent | Joy Sunday
Featuring Moore County Brass

11 AM In-Person and Livestream Worship

December 20 | Fourth Sunday in Advent 
11 AM In-Person and Livestream Worship

December 24 | Christmas in the Sandhills Community Service Join 
us for a unity service where we will gather in a safe way and worship 

together with Joy in celebration of the birth of Jesus! 
4:30 PM In-Person Drive In and Livestream Worship

*2170 Midland Road Southern Pines, NC 28387*
(the back lot at Carolina Eye Associates)

Carolers | Cocoa | Candlelight | Family-Friendly Service
For young families, a tent with heaters and chairs will be available

(masks for adults are required)
Our outdoor worship space has been generously provided by 

All our welcome to our vibrant, growing church. We welcome you to invite 
a friend and worship with us in-person and online each Sunday. 

To register to attend, visit: brownsonchurch.org/registration

brownsonchurch.org
Watch us on Livestream: vimeo.com/

brownsonchuch
910.692.6252 • office@brownsonchurch.org

Celebrate the season of Advent at Brownson Church

Christmas in the Sandhills

Join Us
HOLIDAY
S E A S O N

this
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We are so grateful for the generosity of the Brownson 

congregation and we are pleased to report that our 

2021 Stewardship Campaign We Rally Together is go-

ing well. But we still aren’t done! To plan and budget 

for 2021, we need those of you who haven’t turned in 

your pledge card to send it in. This helps Brownson 

continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus.

We are also happy to report that, in addition, many of 

you rallied together and have committed an additional 

$42,270 to support Technology, the BLC and Missions 

in 2021 through the Rally Fund! We are almost half-

way there!Please feel free to call Anne Smith in the church office 

(692-6252) to get a pledge card or submit your pledge 

over the phone. If it is more convenient, you may 

email her at: finance@brownsonchurch.org.

If you want to consider giving in a different way, 

Brownson receives gifts of stock from members for 

their pledge. If you would like to complete a gift of 

stock, please contact Anne Smith in the Finance office 

to facilitate the gift.Many thanks to theStewardship Campaign Committee 

chaired by Mary Margaret McNeill 

and Barbara Simpson Parramore.
In Christ,Michael Gantt   & Missy Quis   

RALLY
WE
T O G E T H E R

Missy Quis
Stewardship Co-Chair

Michael Gantt
Stewardship Chair
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Stephen Minsitry

Caring M2M (Member to Member)
Congregational 

Care

That feeling of being mentally and emotionally ex-
hausted by everything that’s going on right now? 
We’re all facing different kinds of life challenges 
during this time—
• Isolation and loneliness
• Anxiety over health
• Grief
• Juggling work, childcare, and schooling 
   responsibilities
• Financial strain or job loss
• Uncertainty about the future…
With so much going on, it’s no wonder we may be 
hit by pandemic fatigue. But you don’t have to go 
through it alone. If you or someone you care about 
is experiencing difficulties like these, our Stephen 
Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage, and 
be there to offer support. A Stephen Minister will 
meet with you privately—by phone, by video chat, 
or possibly in person when it’s safe to do so—to fo-
cus on you and your needs. It’s free and complete-
ly confidential, and it offers real care, comfort, and 
hope. Contact one of the Stephen Leaders to find 
out more. 

A Stephen Minister is … a child of God who walks 
beside someone who is hurting; a Christian friend 
who listens, cares, prays, supports, and encourag-
es. Have you felt the call as a congregation mem-
ber to share your caregiving gift to provide help, 
instill hope and nurture healing to someone who 
is experiencing difficulties in their life? The first 
step is to find out more on how to be involved. 
Please reach out to Karen Allen or one of Brown-
son’s Stephen Leaders for additional information 
about this life-changing ministry that has been 
serving our congregation for 36 years. Prayerfully 
consider joining the Stephen Ministry caregiving 
team—training begins (via Zoom) in January 2021. 
Stephen Leader team: Karen Allen, Ellie Collins, 
Jack Dempsey, Kathy Desmond, Jeff Gilbert, Judie 
Henry, Pat Henry, and Steve Leggett.

Christmas 
poinsettias bring 

cheer to members in 
area assisted living 

and nursing facilities 
early this month 

through deliveries 
made possible by 

Congregational Care

Christmas Poinsettias

Are You Experiencing Pandemic Fatigue? 

Prayer Shawl Team
Prayer Shawl Team 
mission gifts were 
blessed in worship 

prior to distribution. 
Hats and scarves 

were sent to the Boys 
& Girls Club while 
baby sweaters and 

lap blankets went to 
FirstHealth Moore 
Regional Hospital.
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BIBLE STUDIES

During the season of Advent, there 
are still opportunities to go deep-
er in your faith. We invite you to 
join one of our groups or utilize a 
personal devotional as we journey 
together to the birth of our Savior. 
Please contact Austin Vernon at 
discipleship@brownsonchurch.org 
if you have any questions or need 
assistance connecting with our of-
ferings.

Advent 
Opportunities

Theology
o n  T A P

1. Theology on Tap - A Bible study for the 
men of the church that meets on Wednes-
day evenings at 5:30 PM. We are currently 
exploring a deeper understanding of the 
Lord's Prayer. Join us with the Zoom meet-
ing ID 94570390464 or call 1-929-205-6099. 
All are welcome! Led by Charles Harris 
and Gerald Ostlund. 
2. The Gospel of Mark - Our Bible study 
on the Gospel of Mark ended on Novem-
ber 24. It was a wonderful time of mean-
ingful conversation and deepening friend-
ships. We hope you will join our next Bible 
study in 2021!

SUNDAY SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT

The Living Word in Today's World – Formerly known as Current Events. This class takes a non-partisan 
approach to Bible study, looking at current events through the lens of scripture and our Christian faith. The class 
is discussion-based and utilizes The Wired Word curriculum, which pairs current events with scriptural insights. 
All are welcome to participate in these exciting discussions on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM! Join us with the Zoom 
meeting ID 95172296205 or call in at 1-929-205-6099.

If you would like to use a personal de-
votional during the season of Advent, 
the Adult Discipleship Ministry Team 
has compiled a list of resources for you 
to consider. Most of these devotionals 
are electronic, but we do have a few hard 
copies available at the church office. We 
pray these devotional options will make 
your time in Advent more meaningful.

D I S C I P L E S H I P
A D U L T

PERSONAL DEVOTIONALS

We hope you’ll follow along daily, be deepened in your faith, and prepare your heart  
to celebrate the birth of Christ. This year’s devotional is written by alumnae/i of 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  

In addition to this printed format, you may also access the devotionals in these ways:

 » Read and listen online. Visit www.pts.edu/devotional.
 » Receive daily e-mails. Go to www.pts.edu/email, click 

“Signup for Seminary News,” and “Devotionals (Advent and 
Lent).”

 » Follow along on Facebook and Twitter. 
 » Download our free Android or Apple app. Visit the store 

and search for “Devotions - Advent & Lent.”

You may also download additional Advent resources by visiting 
www.pts.edu/devotional.

Advent Devotional 2020

“Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord.” 

Luke 2:10-11

Advent Devotionals:
1. A daily image with Scrip-
ture for reflection from Biola 
University: http://ccca.biola.
edu/advent/
2. Ignatian Spirituality 
- Weekly video during 
Advent with a special reflec-
tion: https://www.ignati-
anspirituality.com/advent/
3. Daily Advent devotional 
produced by Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary 
https://www.pts.edu/Us-
erFiles/File/resources/Pub-
lications/Advent%20Devo-
tional%202020/Advent%20
Devotional%202020%20-%20
Print.pdf
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Brownson Learning Center
As we celebrate this time of advent at BLC, it is such a joy to share the amazing 
truth of God’s greatest gift to us with our sweet children at preschool. Decem-
ber brings so many wonderful and exciting events for us. We get to celebrate 
so many fun Christmas activities like building gingerbread houses and paja-
ma day for the Polar Express, singing Christmas carols and making Christmas 
crafts, while ultimately getting to share the true meaning of Christmas with 
our preschool children. This time brings so much joy to our preschoolers and 
their families. 

"Though things may appear 
different from other years, 
the one truth remains the 

same. Jesus is coming!"
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Thank you to our Youth Praise Band and John Tyson for a night of praise 
music and Charles Harris for sharing his faith story with our youth. We 
had a wonderful time together and made some fun artwork to send to our 
members!

Confirmation 2020
Congratulations to our Confirmation Class of 2020! They 
have remained motivated and dedicated to this part of their 
faith journey - even after so much changed after the class 
began in January 2020. Also - thank you so much for the 
dedicated adult covenant partners who joined the students 
during this time. Eliza Hage; Covenant Partner Michelle 
Moran Josh Hunt; Covenant Partner Ryan Ciccone
Mary Grace Huntley; Covenant Partner Pam Gantt
Sophia Pandich; Covenant Partner Dottie Black

Music, Faith Story, and Service Project

PUMPKINPUMPKINCARVING
Our Brownson Buddies (children & Youth) had a wonderful time of fellowship together carving pumpkins. 
Thank you to everyone who came out and made it a festive night!



www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 9

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

Our youth got together on Sunday, November 1 
to learn s'more about All Saints Day and enjoyed 
a campfire together with candy bar MEGA s'mo-
res. Thanks to those who brought fire pits and 
s'more fixins!

All Saints Campfire
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Although we are not gathering 
for a traditional Advent Festival 
and making of Advent wreaths, 
families left Family Thanksgiv-
ing with resources and materi-
als to celebrate Advent together. 
We are encouraging all families 
to celebrate this joyous season 
together, as we await the birth 
of our Lord and Savior. If you 
need Advent materials, addi-
tional supplies will be available 
in the church office. 

Advent in a Bag
Glow Night

BROWNSON
K I D S

Youth and children at 
Brownson gathered with their 
families for a chilly night of 
fun, fellowship, and worship. 
With firepits surrounding our 
grass lots, and lawn chairs 
galore, it was a Thanksgiving 
that certainly looked different 
from the “norm.” We still have 
so much to be grateful for, so 
we changed our perspective 
and found joy in this season! 

"You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven."

Brownson Kids had a glowing good time 
together for Glow Night! With our entire 
evening in the dark, the children learned 
how we can be lights of the world, even 
when darkness surrounds us. We had 
a wonderful night of worship with our 
bodies decorated in glow sticks, fun 
games, and great fellowship!

Love Your Neighbor
What better way for children to participate 
in missions than to participate with 
a project benefiting Southern Pines 
Elementary! These are the children’s same 
age peers, and we were overjoyed to pack 
food boxes for our neighbors who may 
otherwise have limited food. The children 
gave with generous hearts, and had fun 
while sharing love with others!

Family 
Thanksgiving



Nuture Faith, Support  Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community
Presbyterian Women

We consider all of you part of the PW family. Our Circles are 
ready to welcome you. We have six Circles meeting at different 
times each month. Join a Circle and get involved. Contact Circle 

leader for meeting information

Circle 2: 2nd Tuesday, 10:00 AM 
Martha Collier 910-049-3656 Pat Copley 910-692-4790

D Circle 3: 2nd Monday, 12:00 PM 
Sandra Olbon 910-603-4804

Circle 4: 1st Thursday 10:15 AM 
Kathy McPherson 910-420-0413

Circle 6: 2nd Monday 10:00 PM 
Libby Marsh 910-692-9247 
Blanche Woodruff 910-725-2460

Circle 7: 3rd Monday 6:00 PM 
Robyn Lam 910-295-0068 
Cathy Coats Harpster 910-690-1101H

G
E

B Circle 1: 4th Thursday, 7:00 PM 
Trish Harris 910-690-9202 Crystal Blue 910-850-1982

The New Normal

C
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*No December Coffee due to the pandemic.

The Presbyterian Women circle meetings are being held and 
they are meeting either outdoors or on Zoom.

A Merry Christmas to All
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Brownson volunteers help every month at the Sand-
hills Food Bank with a variety of tasks and are always 
open to new volunteers joining the team. In Novem-
ber we loaded pallets with boxes of butter, cheese, and 
eggs, and sorted donated items into boxes for food 
pantries. The next opportunity to serve is December 8 
at 9:00 AM and December 10 at 1:00 PM. Contact Sara 
Parrish (sparrish064@gmail.com) or Austin Vernon 
(discipleship@brownsonchurch.org) if you would like 
to join the BMPC team next month.

Sandhills Food Bank

Last month, members of Boy Scout 
Troop #223 and the Property and 
Grounds Ministry Team sorted and or-
ganized a generous donation of 10,000 
articles of clothing in Fellowship Hall. 
The items were distributed to four of 
Brownson’s local community part-
ners: Family Promise, Friend to Friend, 
Northern Moore Family Resource 
Center, and the Sandhills/Moore Coa-
lition for Human Care. A special thank 
you to Chris Jordan and Will Herring 
for making this project possible!

Feeding the Hungry

Boy Scout Troop #223

In November, Brownson rallied as friends in mis-
sion by submitting to our Southern Pines Elemen-
tary School families, boxes of food because when 
children are hungry they have a hard time learning. 
Participation included the church at-large, the Chil-
dren and Youth programs and the BLC.
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2020
S T O C K I N G
EMPTY
Christmas 
for Moore

We have begun the process of 
planning to provide Christmas for 
Moore County families in need, 
focusing primarily on children.
Thank you for your support over 
the last 24 years. We are hoping 
we can count on you to make 
2020 another year of joy for many 
families and their children.
Information about our families 
is available now. You can adopt a 
family by purchasing Christmas 
gifts for the various family 
members. You may also make 
donations in the form of a check or 
cash so our families will be able to 
purchase their Christmas meal.
We appreciate your continued 
generosity!
To sign up, contact: Brenda 
Hiscott (910-295-9544) or by email: 
hiscott@nc.rr.com

Last year, Brownson began a special relationship with Southern Pines Elementary, 
particularly helping families in transition as determined by the SPE social worker. 
Despite the pandemic, we plan to continue that relationship this year too. When a 
parent loses a job, the family may have to move from relative to relative. The pan-
demic has increased the number of these “families in transition.” A hygiene kit is 
a powerful message of love for the children. Brownson members are assembling 
hygiene kits—“Blessing Bags”—and delivering them to the church breezeway from 
10 AM - 2 PM every Monday in December. You will get a joyful blessing by being a 
blessing! The Local Missions ministry team has set a goal of 500 Blessing Bags as a 
church family. Let's work hard to reach that goal, so 500 children in Moore County 
will have new hygiene items in 2021!

Southern Pines Elementary Blessing Bags

Hygiene Kits - Please fill a gallon-size Ziplock bag 
with the following items:
• 1 6-oz tube of toothpaste
• 1 soft bristle toothbrush
• 1 4-oz bar of soap
• 1 2-oz bottle hand sanitizer
• 1 small pack baby wipes
• 1 3-oz bottle lotion
• 1 small box kid-pattern Band-Aids
• A handwritten note saying “With love from your 
friends at Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church”

Through Local Missions volunteers and the generosity 
of This End Up Furniture, over 30 lap desks were made, 
stained and delivered to students who might not have a 
place to do their virtual school work. These portable desks 
provide a space to learn, help with posture and hopefully 
provide stability with online learning to students in tran-
sition.

Lap desks for Children in Transition

Missions
local

Brownson's Family Promise week to host is coming 
up soon. BMPC will host December 28-31. During 
Covid-19 we are providing meals only for Family 
Promise.  If you are interested in making a dinner 
please reach out to Sarah Parrish at sparrish064@
gmail.com or 910-639-1117.

Save the Dates:
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M U S I C

Come join us as we 
celebrate the birth of 

Jesus with the stunning 
Christmas Cantata “An 
Evening in December” 

By Tom Fettke.
Featuring Moore 

County Brass and 
instrumentalists from 
across the state of NC.

To register to attend in-person visit: brownsonchurch.org/registration
This event will be livestreamed through Vimeo and Facebook 

Details coming soon!

CantataCantataChristmas

presented by:

12
13Sunday, December

11 AM

Saturday, December
7 PM

Tom Fettke
David Huntsinger
Robert Sterling
Ken Bible

25 in-person
or via livestream



Anniversaries
December
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December 1
Jan Lindmark
Terry Lowry
Emaline Malan
John Roger Moore 
Arie Pomplun

December 2
Brooke Ballard
Ken Batchelder
Wallace Beeson
Davis Byrd
Carolyn Taylor
Joseph Thompson
December 3
Mary Lou MacCall

December 4
Phil Duggins
Judie Henry
Rob Jacobs

December 5
Jim Martin
Caroline Seskey

December 6
Lucinda Cole
Isiah Huffman
Joyce Jones
Don Pratley

December 7
Bennett Myles
Pat Wheaton

December 8
Paul Blasko, IV
Matthew Friesen
Vickie Hayes
Ken Huntley
Emilie Simeon

December 9
Garrett Berk
Julia Grose
Michelle Peele
Alfie McClelland
Julie Moore

December 10
Mark Andrews 
Andy Dunlap
Steve Preble

December 12
Nicholas Bass
Karen Lewis
Jackie Speight

December 13
Karen Ballard
Mary Katherine Earhart
Thomas Goulden 
Anna Hage
Jim Irvin
Marcus Larose 
John Tyson
Linda Wiggins

December 14
Charlotte Cates
John Monroe

December 15
Chris Kibler
Cynthia Strickland

December 16
Henry Harris
Robin McClymont
Ezra Quesenberry

December 17
Charlie Brereton
Emma Brereton
Nancy Hackney
Michael Howe
Kaleigh O’Leary
Mary Joe Worth

December 18
Beckett Ciccone
Brantley Clifton
Nicholas DiMarco
Martha Anne Harris
JoAnne Walters

December 19
Robert Allen
Mary Grace Huntley
Becky Smith
John Taylor

December 20
Betty Gordon
Brenda Hiscott

December 21
Gregg Allen
Carol Mercer
Rich Nazario

December 22
Janee Cates
Terri Gibbons
John Kober
Kyla Laws
Arianne Monroe

December 24
Deryle Carr
Jack Hendricks
Judy Johnson

December 25
Lenny Mills
Carol Misegades
Chris Taylor

December 26
Crystal Blue
John Shaw

December 27
Peggy Crew
Donna Kimbrell
Frank Quis

December 28
Robert Cates
Steve Gaydica 
Austin Vernon

December 29
Jan Evans
Shauna Lovin
Martha Thomas

December 30
John Eddy
Mary Lynn Goulden
Hailie Myrick
Randy Shelton
Anna Tibboel

December 31
Fred Garrett
Dick Hart
Claire Nacca
Tommy Vinson

December 2
JC Lintzenich & Dawn Bryant 
Chris & Laura Cates

December 6
Jared & Kelli Garbett

December 8
Frank & Rollin Shaw

December 11
Jeremy & Morgan Strickland

December 12
Philip & Amanda Picerno

December 13
Dale & Kerry Briggs

December 14
Mark & Rose Tibboel

December 16
Robert & May Fitch

December 19
James & Nancy Beddingfield
John & Anne Krahnert

December 20
Bob & Anne Friesen
John & Leslee Henning
Dick & Judy Kuehl

December 21
Tom & Claire Nacca

December 27
Jim & Michelle Davis 
Sandy & Shirley McIver

December 29
Daniel & Eleisabeth Messner
Ryan & Alicia Riggan

December 31
Brett & Tammy Edwards
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910.692.6252
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