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that Brownson Rallies Together.



Digest
Session

Dear Brownson Church Family,

The Session of Brownson met on 
Monday, October 19 via Zoom tech-
nology. The group had a discussion 
on leadership in 2021. We explored 
the challenges Brownson faces in 
this time and advice about how to 
navigate the challenging situation. 
Member Ministries is working with 
the Session to call all members of the 
church. This is an effort to engage 
our community and as a check-in 
to see how our church family is do-
ing. The Comeback Committee re-
ported that in-person worship was 
going well with limited attendance. 
The Session encouraged people to 
attend but understand that some 
are hesitant to return to in-person 
worship. A trend which we are see-
ing nationally. Reports from each 
Ministry Team were given, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.

In Christ,
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Rev. John Hage | Senior Pastor

Even during this strange time, I am so happy to report that once 
again, Brownson Rallied Together. We rallied for Mission, we 
rallied for Care, we rallied for the Future and rallied for Christ’s 
Kingdom - and for that - I am grateful. WE EVEN RALLIED IN 
THE RAIN :).
This church continues to rise to the occasion, and I am so proud 
to be your pastor! It’s not too late if you haven’t turned in your 
pledge card! Call Anne Smith at the church office and she can 
take your pledge over the phone. As we look at the year ahead, 
we need your support now more than ever.
It has also been great to see some of you in worship in the Sanc-
tuary as we have welcomed people back to in-person worship. 
We hope more of you will join us in the coming months.
As we head into the season of Advent, I hope that you find 
comfort in knowing that Brownson Church remains active and 
strong.
• We continue to provide ministry to so many - something that 
hasn’t stopped during this uncertain time.
• We continue to provide care for those who need it - something 
that hasn’t stopped during this uncertain time.
• We continue to provide compelling worship - something that 
hasn’t stopped during this uncertain time.
• We continue to invest in the next - something that hasn’t 
stopped during this uncertain time.
• We continue to reach beyond our walls - something that hasn’t 
stopped during this uncertain time.
• We continue to make room for others - something that hasn’t 
stopped during this uncertain time.
• We continue to provide deepening discipleship - something 
that hasn’t stopped during this uncertain time.
My hope is that this church family continues to Rally Together!

Sunday, November 1
Sunday, December 6

Sunday, January 3

Join us on 
these Sundays

COMMUNION

“I beg you to lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentle-
ness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love, making every 
effort to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There 
is ONE body and ONE Spirit, just as 
you were called to the ONE hope of 
your calling, ONE Lord, ONE faith, 
ONE baptism, ONE God and Father 
of all, who is above all and through 
all and in all.”



BROWNSON
Y O U T H
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Meat Products (Canned Ham, chicken, tuna, chili, spam) 10 points
Canned Pasta Entrée (Ravioli, Spaghetti-O’s, etc.) 10 points
Peanut Butter, Jelly 9 points
Vegetables, Fruit 8 points
Rice, Noodles, Beans (NOT Ramen) 7 pts
Soups/Sauces 6 points
Muffin, Cake Mixes 5 points
Cereal 5 points
Jell-O/Pudding 4 points
Juice Drinks (non-perishable) 3 points
Anything not listed above = 1 point

Competition

FoodDrive
Canned Vegetables (min 2 cans)
Cranberry Sauce
Canned Yams (Family Sized Can)
Dried Onions
Chicken Broth (carton or two jars)
Cream of Mushroom Soup
Gravy (LARGE jar OR 4 packets dry)
Large Can Pie Filling
Stuffing - FAMILY SIZE
Mashed Potatoes - FAMILY SIZE
Cake Mix & Frosting
Pancake Mix & bottle of syrup
Condensed Milk
Canned Meat (Min 2 cans; chicken, 
tuna, SPAM, etc.)
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Box Cereal (not “sugary”)
1 lb. box spaghetti + Large jar sauce
1 lb. bag of granulated sugar
1 lb. bag of brown sugar

youth
Upcoming Service Project: Sunday, November 15, 2020

Here Is How it Works:
Our youth are going to compete at collecting food to fill Thanksgiving Boxes for 
families in need.
Each team is trying to make a target amount of full “Thanksgiving boxes.” They’ll 
ALSO receive points for extra items they collect. After collecting and sorting items, 
Brownson will coordinate with staff at Southern Pines Elementary to host a drive thru 
so families in need can pick up boxes with plenty of time before “turkey day.”
Here's where YOU come in: The Middle School and Senior High will each have a col-
lection bin at the church on November 15. We’d prefer deliveries arrive during eve-
ning youth group to be the most exciting, but of course we’ll gladly welcome donations 
throughout the day.
Youth in each group are encouraged to reach out before the event to ANYONE they’d 
like to ask for help – friends, family, neighbors, employers, coaches, etc. Youth should 
try to be as creative as possible while practicing good sportsmanship.

Additional Items We’re Looking For:

A 
Thanksgiving 
Family Box
Consists Of:
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TIME
Daylight Savings 

BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ

November 1, 2020
Remember to set your clocks back by 
one hour on Sunday morning, No-
vember 1st Church will be live at 11 
AM!
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Stephen Minsitry

Caring M2M (Member to Member)
Congregational Care

Stephen Ministry – provides “a steady reminder 
of God’s presence” in the words of one woman 
who described how having a Stephen Minister 
during a family crisis gave her a spiritual anchor 
and the opportunity to focus on her own needs. 
Stephen Ministers provide one-to-one Chris-
tian care for those hurting or going through dif-
ficult times. Did you know that Stephen Minis-
try has a 45-year history of training lay leaders 
to provide caring, Christian support for those 
going through a challenging or painful season 
of life? Brownson has offered Stephen Minis-
try for over 30 years. Your Stephen Leader team 
stands ready to help you assess whether giving 
yourself the gift of a Stephen Minister could be 
just what you need. Contact karen@brownson-
church.org for information. 

Gratitude – In a season of thanks 
and giving, how can you encourage 
others through activities that express 
your gratitude? Here are a few ways 
fellow church members are Caring 
M2M: sharing and delivering flowers; 
cooking, freezing, and bringing meals; 
meeting to pray; supporting one anoth-
er through the journey of grief; creating 
and giving prayer shawls; reaching out 
to those in hospital or rehab; posting en-
couragement on member CaringBridge 
sites; sending notes and cards; adapting 
to meet online or safely distanced, find-
ing ways to connect and support in time 
of challenge and change. One member 
commented: “I’m grateful—because 
every single notecard, phone call, text, 
email, shawl, meal, prayer, or expres-
sion of remembrance is a loving ‘touch’ 
reminding me that my church family 
cares."

GriefShare – provides help and en-
couragement after the death of a loved 
one. You are welcome to begin attend-
ing at any point since each session is 
self-contained. Comments from par-
ticipants: A safety net when my world 
was literally falling apart. I saw my 
grief so much more clearly. I was able 
to see I was not alone. GriefShare meets 
via Zoom on Mondays from 5:30-7 PM 
through December 7. Sign up at: https://
www.griefshare.org/groups/124741 or 
contact Karen Allen for information.

Writing a caring note can make a world of dif-
ference. God’s word provides a deep well for in-
spiration and care. Here are a few reminders: “I 
will be with you” (Isaiah 43:2), “My peace I give 
you” (John 14:27), “I will not forget you” (Isaiah 
49:15), “I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28), 
“You are precious and honored” (Isaiah 43:4). 
Include your own simple words of blessing:
• I think about you when we’re apart.
• You make me smile.
• You’re a great listener.
• You have the best laugh.
• Your strength inspires me.
• You’re one of the kindest people I’ve been 
    fortunate enough to know. 

Writing Encouraging Words Makes a Difference 
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1. Reimagining the Kingdom: Gathering at God's Table - Over 
the past six weeks, we had a great time diving into Scripture, 
learning new spiritual practices, and making new friends! Thank 
you to Dr. Tanner Capps and Ally Markotich for leading us 
through this Sunday morning series.
2. Current Events – A discussion-based class that pairs current 
events with biblical passages and themes, using The Wired Word 
curriculum. Join us at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95172296205 
or call in at 1-929-205-6099 and then enter our meeting ID 
95172296205#.

D I S C I P L E S H I P
A D U L T

SUNDAY SCHOOl

BIBLE STUDIES

We have several new and exciting offerings for 
you to participate in this fall. I pray you'll take 
advantage of these new opportunities by join-
ing a courageous conversation, taking part in 
an innovation connection, and experiencing 
discipleship in a different way! Please contact 
Austin Vernon at discipleship@brownson-
church.org if you have any questions or need 
assistance connecting with our offerings. 

Brownson U Kicks Off

Sundays @ 9:45 AM
Theology
o n  T A P

1. Theology on Tap - A Bible study for the men of the church 
that meets on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 PM. We are current-
ly studying different parts of the Apostle's Creed and what it 
means for Christians today. Join us at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83249435217?pwd=UVBaVFdaUnFOYzZWSWtZcmVRaGp-
BUT09. All are welcome! Led by Charles Harris and Gerald Os-
tlund.
2. The Gospel of Mark - We continue our ten-week study of the 
Gospel of Mark, a biblical book that offers hope about God's reign 
in difficult times and invites us to sit with the mystery of God. All 
are welcome to join us on Tuesdays at 2:00 PM at https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/83023014317. Led by Linda and Allen Pridgen and 
Austin Vernon. 

An ecumenical 
community book 
read of Just Mercy: 

A Story of Justice and Redemp-
tion by Bryan Stevenson. The 
goal of this study is to foster bet-
ter understanding of systemic 
racism in America, mass incar-
ceration, and our response as 
people of faith. There's still time 
to join the conversation! All you 
need to do is register at https://
bit.ly/JustMercySandhills. This 
group meets on Thursdays at 
12:00 PM. Led by local clergy 
from various denominations

Just Mercy 
Ecumenical 
Community 
Book Read

Special 
Offering:
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November is here
and we couldn’t be more thankful for our 
BLC children, their families, our amazing 
staff of teachers and YOU! Thank you to 
everyone who has been so generous in 
donating supplies for our classrooms. We 
are overwhelmed by the giving we have 
received. THANK YOU!
It is such a joy to spend our days provid-
ing fun and meaningful learning activities 
for our BLC students. We are focused on 
making learning FUN and helping chil-
dren enjoy their school, their friends, and 
of above all sharing the love of Jesus with 
each one of them!

"We are focused on making learning fun"
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Upcoming Events:
Sunday, November 1: 
All Saints Day Campfire & S’Mores. 
Learn S’More about “All Saints Day” 
AND have yummy snacks. Basic 
s’more ingredients provided. Bring: 
Camp chair, mask, roasting stick, and 
any “extras” for your own s’mores
Sunday, November 8: 
Youth Praise Band & Painting Service 
Project
Sunday, November 15: 
Food Drive Competition
Friday, November 20- Saturday, No-
vember 21: Senior High Event led by 
the Presbytery Youth Council – “Rest-
less.” More details coming via email.
Youth Bible Studies
Mondays @ 7:00 PM, “Surprisingly 
Modern Men & Women of the Old 
Testament.” 6-12 grade; ZOOM: 881 
5995 7674. Passcode: 141533
Wednesdays @ 7:30 AM “Lessons in 
Job – A Fresh Look at Following Je-
sus” @ Mean Bean. 6-12 grade
Thursdays @ 7:45 AM “Comfort, 
Challenge, Content” @ Panera. 9-12 
grade
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"Nailed It" Night

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

DOWNTOWNScavenger Hunt
If you were downtown on October 4, you may have found our Middle School & Senior High Youth 
being kind of weird. Our students were doing everything from synchronized cartwheels and sing-
ing “Happy Birthday” to acting out Bible verses and climbing trees. For bonus points, teams could 
present a photo of where they saw God during the hunt. Congratulations Senior High Team! Special 
Thanks to Rob, Asa, Susie, and Ken for being part of the teams!

Our youth had a smashing night together letting out 
some emotions from the past months of the pandemic. 
We shared frustrations about distance learning, missed 
trips, cancelled sports, and missed friends and THEN we 
expressed those feelings by smashing watermelons, left-
over spaghetti sauce and all SORTS of things - even an old 
DRESSER. We also did a challenge like the Netflix’s show 
“Nailed It” - recreating some cupcake decorating from 
C. Cups Cupcakery. What a blessing to be able to share 
our feelings with God and a loving church-family when 
things don’t go according to plan.
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Brownson Kids Small Groups kicked off on October 11 
with a wonderful time together! Due to the restrictions 
with COVID, we have limited our groups to a much 
smaller size. Although we would love the opportunity for 
all our children to be together, there really is a beauty in 
smaller groups, and the opportunity for our children to 
connect more with each other and leaders in our church. 
We kicked off with get to know you activities, fun and 
silly games, worship music, and delicious treats. The chil-
dren were overjoyed to be back together and put to action 
the verse in Psalm that says, “I was glad when they said 
unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord.”

OUTDOORworship
What a wonderful season it has been for outdoor worship! We’ve had 
great food, great fellowship, meaningful worship, and lots of great 
kids lessons about trusting in the Lord! Though the time change has 
impaired our ability to meet outside, we are hoping to continue fam-
ily worship inside on a smaller scale throughout the fall and winter. 
We are thankful for all the families that have joined us, and we look 
forward to more opportunities to worship together!

As we enter back into worship in the 
sanctuary, we are encouraging children 
of all ages to worship with their fami-
lies. Should you have a child under the 

age of 2 who needs child-
care, we have wonder-

ful childcare staff 
available who 

are ready to 
welcome them 
with open and 
loving arms! 
This is an 
ever-changing 

situation, so 
we will keep 

you informed and 
updated as changes 

to children’s ministry on 
Sunday mornings and worshipping 
together as a family evolves.

Brownson Kids Small Groups

Family Worship 
and Nursery

BROWNSON
K I D S



Nuture Faith, Support  Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community
Presbyterian Women

Our Circles are meeting either indoors, outdoors, by 
e-mail or Zoom. New Circle Members: contact circle 

leaders for place or way to meet.

Erin Wehrmeister

Circle 2: 2nd Tuesday, 10:00 AM Conf Rm C 
Martha Collier 910-049-3656 Pat Copley 910-692-4790

D Circle 3: 2nd Monday, 12:00 PM Conf Rm C 
Sandra Olbon 910-603-4804

Circle 4: 1st Thursday 10:15 AM Conf. Rm C 
Kathy McPherson 910-420-0413

Circle 6: 2nd Monday 10:00 AM Conf Rm A 
Libby Marsh 910-692-9247 
Blanche Woodruff 910-725-2460

Circle 7: 3rd Monday 6:00 PM Conf. Rm C 
Robyn Lam 910-295-0068 
Cathy Coats Harpster 910-690-1101H

G
E

Erin Wehrmeister was scheduled to speak at our October 19 
coffee that was canceled. We are so sad to miss the opportunity 
to become better acquainted with Erin. While she has been at 
our church since early in the year, the virus has kept us from 
getting to know her better. Erin graciously agreed to a video 
interview and you can watch it through this link: https://vi-
meo.com/468172258. Join us by getting to know our delightful 
Director of Youth and their Families. Many thanks to Erin and 
Stacey Ostlund for making this possible.

Presbyterian Women has a sixth circle to be known as Circle 1. It meets at 
7:00 PM on the Third Thursday of the month in the Atrium at Brownson. 
This Circle is led by Trish Harris and Crystal Blue.
We are so happy to welcome this new group of ladies.

B Circle 1: 3rd Thursday, 7:00 PM 
Trish Harris 910-690-9202 Crystal Blue 910-850-1982

A Brand New Circle

B

A Video Interview of

C
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2020
STOCKING

EMPTY
We have begun the process of planning to provid e Christmas for Moore 
County families in need , focusing primarily on children. Thank you for 
your support over the last 24 years. We are hoping we can count on you 
to make 2020 another year of joy for many families and their children. 
Information about our families will be available by mid-November . You 
can adopt a family by purchasing Christmas gifts for the various family 

members. You may also make donations in the form of a check or cash so our families will be able to purchase 
their Christmas meal.
Please make checks payable to Brownson Empty Stocking Fund so we can purchase food vouchers to be given to 
our families as their gifts are delivered. We appreciate your continued generosity!
To sign up, contact:
Brenda Hiscott 910 295 9544 ) or by email: hiscott@nc.rr.com
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save these dates:

During the month of December, Brownson will hold a "Blessing 
Bags" hygiene kit drive for families in need at Southern Pines Ele-
mentary School. This will be a simple, yet extremely powerful way 
to serve our SPE friends during the Advent season. In the coming 
weeks, the Local Missions Ministry Team will send out more details 
for assembling and dropping off "Blessing Bags."

EMPTY
Planning ahead for Upcoming Events by Brownson Local Mission Team

Missions
local

Christmas for Moore

Blessing Bags Drive
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Sandhills Food Bank

Southern Pines 
Elementary

If you are looking for a way to serve, come 
join one of our Food Bank reach teams.
This month, we have two opportunities: 
Tuesday, November 10 from 9-11 AM and 
Thursday, November 12 from 1-3 PM. 
Typical projects include sorting food items 
and assembling food boxes for low income 
seniors in our area. This is a fun, easy way 
to make a big impact in our community! 
Please contact Sara Conti at sara.conti76@
gmail.com to sign up or if you have any
questions

Food for Thought, Food with Heart Hungry 
children have a hard time thinking about 
schoolwork. Last year, Brownson began a 
special relationship with Southern Pines 
Elementary, particularly helping families 
in transition as determined by the SPE 
social worker. Despite the pandemic, we 
plan to continue that relationship this year, 
too. During the month of November, our 
Brownson church family will collect boxes 
of food to give to SPE families in need. 
Brownson members will collect items to 
fill one or more boxes of food. Because we 
want to give similar items and amounts to 
each family, Local Missions, in conjunction 
with the SPE social worker, developed 
a list of items to put in each box. We are 
asking members to fill a box (or boxes) of 
food with the items listed below. Drop off 
completed boxes any Monday in November 
from 10 AM - 2 PM in containers located in 
the church breezeway. All boxes should be 
received by the Monday before Thanksgiv-
ing (November 23).
Please fill a box with the following items:
• One 28 oz jar peanut butter
• One 20 oz box oatmeal
• Two 15 oz cans vegetables
• One 13 oz box spaghetti
• One 15 oz can tomato sauce
• One 15 oz can or three 5 oz cans protein  
   (chicken, tuna, beans, etc)
• One 6 pack pkg ramen noodles
• One 32 oz bag rice
• A personalized note saying, "With love  
   from your friends at Brownson Memorial
   Presbyterian Church"

"With love  from 
your friends at Brownson 

Memorial Presbyterian Church"

Missions
local
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An update 
from Jed and

 Jenny Koball, 
serving in Peru.

Donations to the ongoing relief efforts in Peru can be made to the church with “Peru Relief” in the memo line of your check. 
100% of your donation will go to the purchase of food and essentials for the country’s poor.

held a Zoom call with Rev. Jed Koball, one of our mission 
co-workers in Peru, to get an update on how he, our partners, 
and Peru in general were doing as COVID-19 continues to 
plague the country.  
You can watch the full exchange here:
(https://vimeo.com/469821208). 
To learn more about Jed, Jenny, and Thiago Koball and their 
work in Peru, visit here:
(https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/mission-
connections/the-rev-jed-and-jenny-koball/) 

GLOBAL
 MISSIONS

Jed relayed that Peru has had one of the worst upticks in cases, hospi-
talizations, and deaths in the world despite the government’s efforts 
to mitigate the virus early on. The most pressing effect is severe food 
insecurity particularly in the slums that surround Lima estimated to 

hold nearly 7 million people. Churches and other partners have established more than soup 
kitchens to alleviate some of the need. Food insecurity in the rest of the country is still an 
issue, but not as acute as in Lima.  
Our friends at the School for the Deaf in San Martin have been trying to continue learning via 
technology – sharing videos online. However, many of the families are poor and have access 
to one cell phone if any. Pazy Esperanza (Peace and Hope), the partner organization in the 
area, is working to pull together phones and a group cell phone plan to enable the school to 
provide a device and internet access where needed.
How can we help? 
Global Missions is looking at our budget and considering ways we can provide funding to 
help with the technology needs at the school. In addition, we are looking to re-allocate the 
funding we provided for our canceled mission trip to immediate food relief efforts in and 
around Lima. If you are interested in helping, you can make a donation to the church stipu-
lating “PERU RELIEF” in your check memo line. 
An easy, and cost-free way of helping is to open your smart phone and record a short video 
letting our friends in Peru know that they are in our thoughts and that we are praying for 
them. You can send your short video to gerald.ostlund@gmail.com or text it to 253-740-0690 
and we will get it to Jed for distribution. Our team is going to be working with the other 
ministry teams and staff to create additional pieces throughout the coming months to ensure 
our friends know they are loved. If you have an idea for a video or other communication, let 
us know!

Global Missions 



Anniversaries
November
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November 1 
Will Harris
Tori Little
Penn Morris
Kasjen Pomplun

November 2
Nancy Ahlfeld
Dale Briggs
Howard Fordree 
Spencer Roy

November 3
Maggie Neller
George Thonet

November 4
Mary Tart

November 5
Bob Andradé
Ginny Campling
David De Blasio 
Gerald Ostlund
Mary Ellen Skidmore

November 6
Dottie Bennett
Franklin Butler
Kent Misegades
Tom Thompson

November 7
Jim Simeon
Harry Webb

November 8
Janet Barr
Steven Graves
Jack Platt
Mollie Calhoun

November 9 
Amanda Picerno

November 10
Audrey Haro
Jayne Smith
Sue Ulrich

November 11
Whaley Brenner
JoAnn Erickson
Joan Puckett

November 12
Hannah Bullock
Lolly Nazario

November 13
Bill Berger
Brennan Bullock
Jim Crawford
Carol Haney

November 14
Isabel Friesen
Winston Miller
Laurie Morris
Sarah Parrish

November 15
Linda Henning
Lynn Joyner
Martha Lou Kirkland
Ryan Riggan

November 16
John De Blasio
Melanie Gayle
Jack Naylor

November 17
Wes Little, Jr. 
JC Simpson

November 18
Joe Boals, IV
Halle Hunt
Courtney McGuirt
Lauren O’Brien
Stuart White

November 19
Emmy Lou Blue
Betty Crowder
Caroline Eddy
Natalee French
Cheryl McNeill

November 20
Stephanie Ames
Loretta Breasseale
Harrison Fuquay

November 21
Robyn Lam

November 22
Andrea Bennett-Cain
Anita Emery

November 23
C.S. Morris
Gloria Revere
Freddy Vinson

November 24
Nick Blanton
Dixon Ciccone
Kathy Desmond

November 25
Don Branch 
Mary Pat Buie
MarJeanne Harling
John Pandich

November 27
Bo Boals
Kara Broughton
Ellie Collins
David McNeill

November 28
Jon Bachelder
Bud Seifert
Bill Seskey

November 29
Holly MacDonald
Ann Martin
Jan Van Fossen

November 30
Bo Kuester
Augusta Smith
Fulton Smith, Jr.
Kaylee Wilson
Erin Pollock

November 1
Walt & Joan Nestvogel

November 3 
Terry & Lynn Connolly 
Jim & Tracie Marino

November 4
Patrick & Amelia Kirkland

November 6
Phil & Pennie Duggins

November 8
Jim & Kimball Saunders

November 10
Art & Ann Edgerton
Philip & Sandra Olbon

November 19
Don & Lisa Fuquay
Bob McCall & Pamela Guest

November 23
Chuck & Sue Davis
Warren & Sandra McCrimmon

November 24
Rich & Sara Conti

November 25
Gerald & Stacey Ostlund

November 28
Jeff & Julie Gilbert

November 29
Walker & Judy Oldham

November 30
Ken & Cindy Goodman
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