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Matthew 18:20

or three are gathered
i n  m y  n a m e ,

there am I 
a m o n g  t h e m .

For where two



Digest
Session

The Session of Brownson met on 
Monday, August 17 via Zoom 
technology. The agenda included 
an update from the Comeback 
Committee and first read of the 
revised Manual of Administrative 
Operations. The co-chairs of the 
Elder Nominating Committee 
reported their progress and it 
was voted and approved to hold 
a congregational vote via email 
the week of September 6. The 
Congregational vote will include 
the Terms of Call for Rev. John 
Hage and Rev. Karen Allen, as well 
as a vote on the slate of New Elders 
for the Class of 2023.
The Local Missions Ministry Team 
made a proposal and motion for 
Brownson Church to become a 
Matthew 25 church through the 
PC(USA) that was voted on and 
approved.

Dear Brownson Church Family,

You are all in my prayers, John
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Sunday, September 6
Sunday, October 4

Sunday, November 1

Join us on 
these Sundays

COMMUNION

Even though we can’t be together each week, and we are do-
ing our best to stay connected through our online worship 
services, I know it’s not the same. For many, it is a sad time 
where you might be feeling a great loss for your church, 
your friends and even seeing your family. We hope that you 
know that our staff, Session, the Stephen Ministry and your 
pastors are here if you are in need. We want to learn and 
adapt to new ways to connect in a safe way. Please reach 
out – we would love to hear from you.
With that in mind, we have a special Sunday planned for 
our entire church. In an effort to be able to worship togeth-
er, even though it might just be waving from your car, we 
would like to invite you to our Outdoor Worship Service 
and Church Picnic. We have secured the infield at the Har-
ness Track on Sunday, September 13. You will drive in, 
park in lines facing the stage and tune in your FM Radio 
to hear the service. Once the service has concluded, you 
will drive through towards the exit to get your to-go picnic 
lunch – provided by Jordan’s Barbeque. We are not allowed 
to gather or get out of vehicles, but if a restroom is needed, 
there will be one on-site (masks are required if using the 
restroom facility).
We know this won’t be quite the same as our annual pic-
nic, but we hope it will allow you to connect and bring you 
joy to see other Brownson people in a safe way. The picnic 
is free this year, but RSVP’s will be required for adequate 
food. More details can be found on our website: brownson-
church.org/registration 
I hope you were able to connect the past few weeks for our 
small group series “The Path of a Disciple.” If not, you can 
journey through the study online: brownsonchurch.org/
adultdiscipleship. Each week provides a video, discussion 
guide and additional reading materials if you have an in-
terest. We look forward to welcoming Theologian and Dean 
of Duke Divinity School Greg Jones to Brownson where he 
will preach on Sunday, September 20. You are in for a real 
treat so mark your calendar.
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CONNECTINGCONNECTING
FOR AN OUTDOOR SERVICE AND PICNICFOR AN OUTDOOR SERVICE AND PICNIC

with Brownson Church

Sunday, 

13 11AM on the infield at the 
PINEHURST 
HARNESS TRACK
200 Beulah Hill Road S | Pinehurst

RSVP Required to reserve your complimentary picnic lunch:
 brownsonchurch.org/registration

Attendees will view the outdoor service from 
your car, tuned into FM radio. Regulations 

require that you may only leave your vehicle to 
use the provided restrooms (masks required). 

No gathering outside vehicles will be permitted.

September
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SUNDAY SCHOOl

BIBLE STUDIES

Professor Jones is dean of 
Duke Divinity School and 
a theologian whose work 
centers on the nature of for-

giveness, the significance of Chris-
tian ministry and pastoral lead-
ership, and social innovation and 
entrepreneurship. He has served 
as Duke’s chief international strat-
egist to advance and coordinate 
the university’s global engage-
ment. Between 1997 and 2010, Dr. 
Jones served as the eleventh dean 
of the Divinity School. The author 
or editor of seventeen books, he 
has also published more than 200 

articles and essays. His most recent book 
is Christian Social Innovation: Renewing 
Wesleyan Witness (Abingdon Press, May 
2016). He coauthored the book Forgiv-
ing As We’ve Been Forgiven with Celestin 
Musekura and another book with Kev-
in R. Armstrong, Resurrecting Excellence: 
Shaping Faithful Christian Ministry. 

Theology on Tap - A Bible study for the men of the church that meets on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 PM. 
Join us at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/94570. All are welcome!
The Gospel of Mark - On September 22, we begin a ten-week study of the Gospel of Mark, a biblical book 
that offers hope about God's reign in difficult times and invites us to sit with the mystery of God. All are 
welcome to join us on Tuesdays at 2:00 PM at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83023014317. Led by Linda and 
Allen Pridgen and Austin Vernon.

of a disciple
THPthe

Our new small group series began last month, 
but it's not too late to join the conversation! 
You can still go to www.brownsonchurch.
org/registration or call the church office to 
sign up for one of our many small groups meeting throughout the week. You will not 
want to miss out on the deep insights from Dr. Greg Jones, Dean of Duke Divinity School, 
and the close community! 
Dr. Jones will serve as our Bill Jones preacher on September 20.

Small Group Series

With the kickoff of Brownson U, we 
have several new and exciting of-
ferings for you to participate in this 
fall. I pray you'll take advantage of 
these new opportunities by joining 
a courageous conversation, taking 
part in an innovation connection, 
and experiencing discipleship in 
a different way! Please contact 
Austin Vernon at discipleship@
brownsonchurch.org if you have 
any questions or need assistance 
connecting with our offerings. 

Join the Conversation

D I S C I P L E S H I P
A D U L T

Reimagining God's Kingdom: Gathering at God's Table - On September 27, we begin a six-week Sun-
day morning series that will delve into understandings of God's Kingdom in the world and our role in it, 
through the lens of biblical passages focused on meals and food. This series is led by Dr. Tanner Capps of 
St. Andrews University, Ally Markotich of Soul Kindling, and Austin Vernon. All are welcome to join the 
conversation at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95762719850! 
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Tanner Capps serves as Assistant Professor of Philosophy & Religious Studies and Director 
of the Honors Program at St. Andrews University in Laurinburg, NC. He is currently editing a 
special issue of the International Journal of Systematic Theology on theology, vision, and vi-
sual media and is revising a manuscript on Calvin's theology of sight. Tanner is also an active 
member and ruling elder at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Laurinburg.

Ally Markotich is passionate about kindling the creative flame that lives within each of us. 
She’s an artist, poet and Intentional Creativity® teacher who is trained in Spiritual Formation 
(Columbia Theological). Ally is the creator of Soul Kindling (LLC), a portable sanctuary de-
signed to awaken participants to their inner well of wisdom. She invites participants to a table 
of spiritual practice where they explore their unique story, remember their creativity and ignite 
fresh vision for their lives. Her art is currently on exhibit at Harrington Center (Columbia Theo-
logical, Decatur, GA) and has also been part of the Moore County Fine Arts Festival (NC/August 
2019). Ally lives with her husband, Chris, two sons and yellow lab among the pine trees of North 
Carolina. You can find her art, workshops and musings at www.soulkindling.com.

By placing our emphasis on Deepening Discipleship these are new offerings at Brownson
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
D I S C I P L E S H I P

A D U L T

Beginning September 30, Ally Markotich will lead a small group for 
those who are interested in exploring scripture through creative and 
contemplative practices. The scriptures will correspond to the Sun-
day morning series, but you do not need to participate in the series 
to be in the small group. Space is limited (12 max), so please contact 
Austin Vernon at discipleship@brownsonchurch.org if you would 
like to register. Zoom info will be shared with participants prior to 
the first meeting. This group meets on Wednesdays at 1:30 PM.

Reimagining God's Feast
with Creative Practice

Beginning September 17, local clergy 
from various denominations will host 
an eight-week community book read of 
Just Mercy on Zoom. This book study 
will push us toward a deeper under-
standing of systemic racism and mass 
incarceration in America, while also en-
couraging us to consider our response to 
these issues as people of faith. Following 
the book read, we'll view and discuss 
the film and also consider concrete next 
steps. This group meets on Thursdays at 
12:00 PM. You can register at https://bit.
ly/JustMercySandhills .

Just Mercy
Ecumenical Community Book Read

REIMAGINING GOD'S FEAST
with Creative Practice
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to reopen our doors on October 5

Brownson Learning Center is excited to 
reopen our doors on October 5. Though 
preschool will look a little different this 
year, we are so happy to welcome back 
our little friends and share the love of Je-
sus with each one of them.
We currently have openings in our 
three-year-old classes and our Pre-K 
classes. Please spread the word as you 
meet new friends in the community.
Looking to support our wonderful min-
istry? We are collecting art supplies to 
stock our closets this year. If you feel led 
to give to BLC either by purchasing and 
item or two from this list or by sharing a 
donation we would greatly appreciate it! 
Our BLC kids are so blessed to have such 
wonderful support from our church 
friends! Please contact Jamie Walker blc-
director@brownsonchurch.org for more 
info. Please check out our sign-up list at 
https://tinyurl.com/y65d9n6z.

Learning Center Re-Opening

excited
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Outdoor Worship

Vacation Bible School

Back to School

Bible Bags

We are thinking creatively as to ways to safely and appropriately engage families during this challenging time. For 
that reason, we are excited to host two outdoor services where families can fellowship and worship together! Families 
will be at least six feet apart, separated by hula hoops, and asked to bring lawn chairs. We hope you will join us for 
this time together! Young families gathered on August 26 for an outdoor worship service and blessing of backpacks 
to kick off the school year. Another similar event will take place on September 9. 

VACATION
B i b l e  S c h o o l

BROWNSON
K I D S

We take comfort in knowing the Word of the Lord never changes! Just like the storm that took place in Acts 27, chil-
dren will be studying how Jesus was the “Trusted One,” who never changed…regardless of our circumstances. And 
just as on the cross, children will be studying that Jesus was who He always said He was: He is the God who is all 
powerful and never changing, and in whom we can put our trust. As we’re learning in Vacation Bible School, He is 
our anchor in the storm, and we can trust that God is faithful!

As children and teachers head back to school in these 
times of uncertainty, we ask that you come alongside us 
to pray. Pray diligently for the children of our church, and 
our community. Pray for their teachers. Pray for the school 
leaders, and custodians, and nurses, and principals, and 
those in leadership who are making impossible decisions. 
The children at Brownson have committed to praying for 
one another, and we hope that you as our church family 
will agree to pray with them too!

Though we are not physically together in person, learning 
can’t stop among our children. We are grateful for the par-
ents who have committed to strengthen their children’s 
faith journey, and who are eager for content for their chil-
dren. Our ministry team is incredibly excited for Bible 
Bags, which will be available every week for pickup at 
various times. These bags will include a Bible lesson, sup-
plemental activities, crafts, a music idea, and ways to pray 
for each other. More to come on this, but we are excited 
about Children’s faith development in this way!
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BIBLE STUDIES 
ARE BACK!

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

Have any 
Questions? 
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The Path of a Disciple 
(Churchwide Study)

Mondays @ 7:00 PM
Via ZOOM
Grades 6-12

B

Lessons in Job 
A Fresh Look at Following Jesus

Wednesdays @ 7:30 AM
Mean Bean (444 Mill Creed Rd., Carthage)

Grades 6-12

C

Comfort, Challenge, Content 
Thursdays @ 7:45 AM

Panera Bread

D

Open to any parents of 6-12 graders. We’ll review required forms, policies, current schedule, and answer 
any questions you may have! RSVP to Erin for Zoom links (youth@brownsonchurch.org).
a. Thursday, August 17 @ 6:30 PM
b. Tuesday, September 1 @ 6:30 PM
c. Friday, September 11 @ 6:30 PM

Youth Parent ZOOM Meetings

Have any 
Questions? 

Interested in BibleStudy 
but don’t see any time that 
works? Have other ques-
tions? Contact Erin via cell 
or email youth@brownson-
church.org

PANERA BREAD
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Caring M2M (Member to Member)

Make My Day

Congregational Care
If you have expe-
rienced the deep 

grief following the 
death of a loved one, 

your feelings may 
be overwhelming 

during these days of 
isolation. You don’t 
have to go through 

the grieving process 
alone. This fall we are 
introducing a 13-week 
small group ministry 

called GriefShare. Par-
ticipants will meet via 

Zoom (when we can-
not meet in person) 

and serve as a support 
group to help you face 

challenges and move 
toward rebuilding 

your life. Brownson’s 
GriefShare group 

meets on Mondays 
from 5-7 PM, Septem-

ber 14—December 7. 
To sign up or learn 

more, visit: https://
www.griefshare.org/

groups/124741 or con-
tact karen@brownson-

church.org. 

What random acts of kindness have you seen that 
lift spirits, bring joy or hope in recent months? Have 
you caught someone Caring M2M? Send us your 
story, with a photo, if you can. This “coffee note” 
put a smile on Karen Allen’s face when it appeared 
early one morning. The flower and visitation minis-
try continue to deliver cheer to folks at home.

is Christ caring for people through people. The 
Stephen Minister’s role is to bring God’s love 
into the lives of people who are going through 
a difficult time or experiencing a crisis. Stephen 
Ministers listen, support, encourage and pray 
with and for a person who is hurting. It is in 
the midst of this confidential, one-to-one, car-
ing relationship, that God’s healing love comes 
pouring through. If you or someone you know 
is facing a crisis—large or small—and could 
benefit from the caring presence of a Stephen 
Minister, please contact Karen Allen.

Stephen Minsitry
Introducing 
GriefShare
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M U S I C

The Brownson recording studio has been a 
dream and goal for some time now and we 
are so excited it’s coming to fruition.
The recording studio will allow us to share 
the music of Brownson with people every-
where! Imagine going for a walk and want-
ing to listen to some inspirational music 
from Brownson. This project will allow us 
to create online streaming playlists and al-
bums that can be accessed any time of day 
from anywhere in the world.
We will be able to record and upload choir 
pieces, solos/duets, small ensemble, instru-
mental, organ and piano music and much 
more! This project will also allow for pod-
casts, sermon vignettes, and devotions to 
be recorded and uploaded.

BROWNSON

M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ

Album of hope

RECORDING STUDIO!

Brownson will Release CD
Not a user of the internet, computer, 
smartphone? We have you covered 
because we will record on CDs that 
we can distribute and have accessi-
ble to all.
Brownson will be releasing its first 
CD as an Album of Hope that will be 
given out soon!

Introducing theBrownson

During these challenging times we are also looking forward to using the recording equipment to create a virtual choir 
and Christmas music for all! If you have any questions about this project or would like to help support the music minis-
try in this new endeavor, please contact John Tyson, Director of Music Ministries: music@brownsonchurch.org.



www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 12

Nuture Faith, Support  Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community
Presbyterian Women

Nancy Currie - Nancy Bates Currie was raised in Rome, Georgia. She married Dr. Joseph Currie, Jr. in 1955 and raised three chil-
dren; Karen Allen, Amy Parker and David Currie. She has been a Brownson member since 1955. She has served as a Deacon, an Elder, 
a Stephen Minister, an Outreach Volunteer with Habitat for Humanity, Family Promise, Rise Against Hunger and Martha’s Friends. 
A gifted teacher, she taught kindergarten in the late 1950’s and early 60’s. She also taught Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, served 
as a coordinator of the Ligon Class and was a Disciple Class participant. Nancy has traveled with Brownson groups to Greece, Turkey 
and the Holy Land. She is a member of Circle 2. Nancy was presented her certificate and pin by her daughter, Rev. Karen Allen, our 
2019-2020 recipient.
Ruth Hughes - Ruth Hughes grew up in Moore County. She married Hersh Hughes in 1959, and they joined Brownson in 1963. 
They lived in Southern Pines until her death on June 25, 2019. Ruth and Hersh have two daughters; Lori Mottesheard and Lisa Hughes 
and two grandchildren. Ruth worked for the Moore County School System for forty years in several administrative positions. She 
served in volunteer roles to support her children’s activities, Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Band Boosters and Girl Scouts.
At Brownson, Ruth loved being a part of the Holy Folders and Communion Prep Group. Ruth served as Treasurer of the PW Coor-
dinating Team for fourteen years and helped establish the endowment for Presbyterian Women. Ruth’s certificate and pin were pre-
sented to her daughters, Lori and Lisa. Her family has endowed a scholarship for Presbyterian Women. She was a member of Circle 6.

Honorary Life Member Award
This year we honor two ladies known for their commitment to Christ and the mission of the church. 

We thank them for their faithful service.

Circle 2: 2nd Tuesday, 10:00 AM Conf Rm C 
Martha Collier 910-049-3656 Pat Copley 910-692-4790
Circle 3: 2nd Monday, 12:00 PM Conf Rm C 
Sandra Olbon 910-603-4804
Circle 4: 1st Thursday 10:15 AM Conf. Rm C 
Kathy McPherson 910-420-0413
Circle 6: 2nd Monday 10:00 AM Conf Rm A 
Libby Marsh 910-692-9247 Blanche Woodruff 910-725-2460
Circle 7: 3rd Monday 6:00 PM Conf. Rm C 
Robyn Lam 910-692-4790 Cathy Coats Harpster 910-690-1101

Circles are Organizing! Join Now! 
New members, please contact Circle leaders 
for any change of time, place or mode of meeting.
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Sandhills Food Bank

Local Missions

Internship Opportunity

The Children's Ministry Team, in conjunc-
tion with the Local Missions Ministry Team, 
worked together to create small care pack-
ages for every teacher at Southern Pines 
Elementary School. During this extremely 
difficult time, please continue to pray for 
our teachers as they navigate unchartered 
terrain this school year!

We should all be proud of the work Brownson has been able to do and the critical assistance we have been able to 
provide, above and beyond our normal giving, at this time. The Local Missions Ministry Team continues to eval-
uate the needs of our partners, and of the community, as we move forward. Many thanks to you, our congregation, 
for your pledges and donations that have enabled us to give generously to those in need in our community. Our 
COVID work continues, and we hope and pray that the upcoming hurricane season is kind to us!

A Brownson reach 
team helped repair 
a ramp and back 
porch for an elder-
ly member of our 
community. This 

was the first repair in the West 
Southern Pines Revitalization 
Program, which is partially fund-
ed by the Bold Initiative Commit-
tee. We hope you will join us for 
future repair dates as we support 
this important new initiative in 
our community!

Habitat 
for Humanity

Last month a Brownson reach team sorted 
food for the Backpack Pals program and as-
sembled boxes for the senior food assistance 
program. This month we'll have two oppor-
tunities to serve at the Food Bank: Tuesday, 
September 8 from 9-11 AM and Thursday, 
September 10 from 1-3 PM. If you would 
like to participate in either shift, please con-
tact Amanda Bullock at amanda@amand-
abullock.com. 

Hey Parents - need something awesome 
for your student to do on their remote 
learning days? Take advantage of this 
unusual semester and have your student 
join Habitat for Humanity. One day per 
week - 14 and older can work in the Re-
Store and 16+ can build with them on 
the construction site. It's a life-changing 
opportunity to work with this group - 
your student will gain valuable skills, 
confidence and the joy of helping fam-
ilies in our community build and pur-
chase their own home with an affordable 
mortgage. If you want more information, 
feel free to contact: https://sandhillshab-
itat.org/2020-internship/ or email volun-
teer@sandhillshabitat.org

SPE Care Packages
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Member Ministry Team

If you have been viewing worship services, children’s services or any of our 
music videos, we would love to have an opportunity to tell you more about 
Brownson’s Mission and Vision. Join us on Zoom Wednesday, September 
16 at 6:30 PM for an overview. Contact Marilyn Baxter, members@
brownsonchurch.org and she will send you the log in and answer any 
questions you might have. We hope you will consider joining our faith 
-filled community

Would you like to know more 
about Brownson?

BROWNSON
Discovery Class

A vibrantgrowing church
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Phil Peterson
Virginia Samuels
Will Childress

September 3
Mandy Berg
Eleanor Carraher
Nancy Collins
Holly Daane
Sara Dent
Haley McGuirt
Dick Showalter

September 4
Judi Byington
Judy Harte
Christopher Maynor
Annaka Murphy
Bennett Moore
Ailish O'Brien
Linda Parsons

September 5
Mary Margaret McGuire

September 6
Danna Bullock
Ann Edgerton
Mitchell Friesen
Ethan McClymont
Mary Margaret McNeill

September 7
Peter Boorman
James Marino
Nancy McNiff
Lee Pittman
Jim Reid

September 8
Harry Beauchamp
June Berry
Phil Colwell
Leanne Miller Harte
Hank Roofe
Dick Westcott

September 9 
Padraig Gibbons
Bill Berg
Barry Ivey
Madison Mulhaul
Mason Mulhaul
Philip Picerno
Rick Riordan
Steve Rostan
Jim Sugg

September 11
Art Edgerton
Ryan Ciccone
Bill Fitzgerald
Scott Kittrell

September 12
Kay Demyan
John Burns
Player McPhaul
Paul Sechrist

September 13
Nancy Beddingfield
Carrie Clark
Ebbie Monroe

September 14
Jean Ellis
Fred Rose
Carol Wallace

September 15
Trey Black
John Hildebrand
Sue Jaehne
Cindy Goodman
Lou Roth
Jean Wallen

September 16
Will Blackwood, IV
Betty Chandler
Anne Huberth
Cleta Mitchell
Reggie Reid
Austin Rosenberger

September 17
Kenneth Goodman
George Morris
Sarah Mulhaul

September 18
John Robbins
Patrick Barry
Jan Lindstrom

September 19 
Ginny Prescott
Carol Henderson

September 20
Sandy O'Donnell
Mary Mitchell Morris
Carole Roth

September 21
Cathy Roofe
Dianna Davis
Colleen Gibbons

September 22
Eric Kuester

September 23
Isabella Carroll
Marilyn Baxter
Leighanne Beidleman
Chelsea Carroll

September 24
Hersh Hughes
Sherwood Blackwood

September 25
Louise Thomas
Melissa Andrews
Bonnie James
Charlie Patterson
Judy Romine
Lynn Sazama

September 1
Bill & Bonnie Berger
Harry & Linda Webb

September 2
Frank & Martha Butler
Hank & Carol Wallace

September 3
Justin & Stephanie Ames
Barry & Lori Pry

September 4
Brian & Kate Jones

September 6
Tyler & Sarah Mulhaul

September 7
Michael & Leah Grose

September 10
Sean & Kathy Desmond

September 12
Herchel & Carol Spears

September 13
Clem & Kamron Monroe

September 16
Jeff & Lynda Acker
Dick & Betty Rice
Jim & Emilie Simeon

September 17
Ed & Ginger Monroe

September 18
Steve & Chris DiMarco
Earl & Sue Nicholie

September 20
Bill & Mary Lee Gilmore
Asa & Michelle Moran
C.S. & Laurie Morris

September 26
John Strickland
Jean Clark
Ford Kuester

September 27
Nammi Smith
Linda Branch
Don Hiscott
Leah Grose
Paul McGuire

September 28
Don McLeod
Martha Collier
Katie De Blasio
Karen Fisher
Madison McGuirt

September 29
Betsy Pry

September 30
Mark Tibboel
Walt Nestvogel

September 22
Clark & Pat Groseth
Travis & Julie Pressley

September 23
Allen & Melody Williams

September 25
Anthony & Julie Haro

September 27
Mark Brzozowski & 
Emily Potter
Pat & Norma Henderson

September 28
Ken & Randi Laws

September 29 
Dick & Harriet McCollum
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