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Dear Brownson Church Family,

It is with great pride and enthusiasm that we share this special edition of Brownson Bells
with you. In this edition, you will find project descriptions for each application that was
recommended for approval by the Bold Initiative Team and ultimately endorsed by Session.
In January 2021, the Bold Initiative Team reconvened after receiving a $100,000 donation from
the same anonymous donor who generously gave $50,000 in 2018. This second iteration of the
Bold Initiative Team began by creating a grant application and advertising the grant process
through different mediums. At the end of April 2021, the Bold Initiative Team had received
twenty-seven applications totaling over $250,000 in requested funding from various individuals
and organizations in our community.
Over the subsequent three months, the Bold Initiative Team carefully reviewed each application,
gathered additional information, and prayerfully considered which applications best embodied
the mission of our team, which is to support activities that foster honest dialogue and
collaborative work around the issues of racial and economic disparities in our community. From
the pool of twenty-seven grant applications, seventeen were chosen and eventually combined
into eleven projects. Each project was presented to Session and received unanimous approval.
Beyond the numbers and logistical data, we pray that you will see how God’s Spirit has been
at work in our church family and wider community. We firmly believe that God is knitting
our community together – building bridges of friendship and understanding – through this
important work of the Bold Initiative Team.
In Matthew 25, Jesus calls his disciples to actively engage in their community and the larger
world through bold, compassionate acts of service. They are to feed the hungry, provide drink
for the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and visit the prisoner.
Frankly, we believe these applications are concrete examples of how we can live out these
scriptural mandates faithfully. Our ultimate hope is that your life would be transformed and
you would know Christ more deeply by participating in these bold initiatives.
May we continue to be the hands and feet of Christ, boldly going where the Holy Spirit leads us!

In Christ,

Martha Butler

			Martha Butler 		
			Bold Initiative Co-Chair		
			

Ellie Collins
Ellie Collins

Bold Initiative Co-Chair

The Brownson Bold Initiative Team supports activities that promote honest
dialogue and collaborative work around the issues of systemic racism and
economic disparity in our community. With God’s guidance, we believe this
invitation to build bridges will promote and foster new avenues for friendship,
goodwill, understanding, hope, healing and reconciliation while celebrating the
richness of our diverse community.
www.brownsonchurch.org
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inner

genius
U N L O C K E D

W

e funded
a summer
learning
program with
Inner Genius Unlocked
to bring students up to
grade level and ensure that
academic setbacks from
a year of virtual learning
wasn’t compounded by
summer slippage. The
summer program introduced
fun, innovative ways to
connect what students
learned in school with
activities in everyday life.
Each messy, fun, creative
project is aligned with either
an NC state standard or a
foundational topic critical to
math or reading proficiency.

Awarded
$11,700.00
www.brownsonchurch.org
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Trinity

AME Zion Church

I

magine a church that has served as a
beacon of hope to all who pass by and
to all who enter since the 19th century.
Imagine a church that is a physical
reminder of its founders’ financial
commitment and is a testament to the
fortitude of the current congregation.
Imagine a church that is integral not only
to West Southern Pines, but to the fabric
of the entire Southern Pines community.

C

Our hope is that Trinity AME Zion
Church will remain a spiritual oasis
for future generations.

The Bold Initiative Team provided funds
for Trinity AME Zion Church to initiate a
community-wide fundraising campaign
in recognition of the many benefits
and services the church has provided
to its beloved community. The church
regularly serves meals to the homeless in
partnership with Emmanuel Episcopal
Church and has partnered with Brownson
Church in identifying and supporting
community efforts that address issues of
systemic racism and economic disparity.
Trinity has hosted after-school programs
for the Boys and Girls Club, provided
meeting space for the Moore County
Literacy Council, Habitat for Humanity,
Carolina Philharmonic Youth Orchestra,
Arts Council of Moore County and more.
It annually hosts the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Prayer Breakfast.
Additional funding will be sought through
granting organizations such as the Marion
Stedman Covington Foundation, the
National Trust for Historic Preservation,
as well as local businesses and community
organizations.

Awarded
$15,000.00
www.brownsonchurch.org Page 5

D

Jordan
Chapel

I

magine a diverse work party coming together to help repair an African
American church in a fast-growing area of our community. Imagine sharing
this church’s history with the broader community. Imagine the possibilities
for future partnerships on various projects.

Jordan Chapel AME Zion Church received a Bold Initiative grant
to repair longstanding issues with their roof. As Rev. Elaine
Thomas shared with the Team, “Replacing the roof was a
blessing from God and a prayer answered.” Now that the
roof is installed, members of Brownson will have an opportunity to join a work party for continued restoration of
their windows and tackling minor repairs. In addition to
the hands-on work, our goal is to share the history of this
church, which has its own heart-wrenching story of racism,
with the wider community.

Awarded
$10,000.00

www.brownsonchurch.org
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I

magine a place where chronic, nutrition-related diseases that plague low-income communities, such as obesity and diabetes, are
combated with fresh, healthy food. Imagine a
place where fresh, healthy food is not only accessible, but affordable for low-income individuals.
Imagine a place where there is a threefold focus:
healthy food, healthy community, and healthy
you.

The Bold Initiative Team provided start-up funds
for a raised bed community garden at Love
Grove Baptist Church that will promote healthy
eating and exercise. Moore County Health Department and Moore County Cooperative Extension Service will partner with the church in providing classes that promote healthy eating while
training members to successfully grow their own
affordable food. Excess food will be distributed
free of charge to those in need. Brownson members, as well as Love Grove neighbors, will be invited to participate in the building of the raised
beds, planting, watering, and harvesting.

E

Awarded
$6,500.00

Healthytrio

Love Grove Baptist Church

www.brownsonchurch.org
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F
Courageous Conversations

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”

can
we
talk?

Awarded
$4,000.00
Up to amount

Imagine listening, reflecting, and sharing personal life experiences in
a respectful, honest environment. Picture yourself feeling free to speak
from the heart, asking and answering questions about cultural differences, listening with empathy and grace, and responding with your
own truth. Such bold and honest conversations may not always be
comfortable, but we can be courageous. Imagine loving your neighbor
as yourself.

The Bold Initiative Team received four proposals with a similar request:
Sponsor conversations and education about systemic racism and economic disparities. The Team combined the four requests, envisioning
a year-long series of community events and small group get-togethers.
Specific details (dates, locations, in-person/virtual/hybrid, etc.) have
yet to be determined, but the Bold Initiative Team will work with the
four applicants to make their visions a reality. Every effort will be made
to convene and welcome a multicultural group of people who sincerely
wish to learn, share, and build bridges in and among Moore County
residents. Can we talk?

“We have to start somewhere,
so why not start by talking?”
www.brownsonchurch.org
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African American Culture and Moore County Communities:

Kim Wade of the West Southern Pines Civic Club proposed convening
a group to learn about African American culture. Topics would include,
but not be limited to, ethnic food, natural hair styles, and name/identity. Differences in these areas often encounter employment, social, and
economic discrimination; education can lead to understanding and
appreciation. In a culminating project, the group could compile a report
describing how Black Americans navigate daily life in our community.
The report could serve as a “blueprint” for businesses, schools, and
churches.

Fragile Democracy and the Moral Fusion Movement: O’Linda
Watkins-McSurely of the Moore County NAACP suggested forming a
Brownson Book Club open to all in the community, launching it with
the study of “Fragile Democracy: The Struggle over Race and Voting
Rights in North Carolina.” The study would be led by the book’s authors, James Leloudis, history professor at UNC, and Robert Korstad,
Duke professor emeritus of public policy and history. O’Linda would
like to see as large a multi-cultural group as possible reading and understanding the text, “particularly those of us who have been hurt and
disinformed during the transformational period it covers.”
Mass Incarceration: Martha Butler of Brownson Church hopes to

bring parents, community leaders, churches, and law enforcement
officers together to educate each other about the justice system. Together the group will examine and bring awareness to problems with
the unjust bail system, the growth of private prisons, and the school
to prison pipeline. Martha is particularly concerned about educating
parents and young people about the justice system and how it works.
The group might inspire those willing to assist individually or with
an organization with employment, community service and mentoring
young people.

Moore Uncomfortable Conversations: Jennifer Berk of Brownson

Church pictured meetings like Emmanuel Acho’s YouTube videos and
book entitled “Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man.” A
couple or a panel of Black men and women would be recruited to answer questions about what it means to live the life of a Black person in
America today, specifically right here in Moore County. Jennifer hopes
all who participate will help each other learn about and accept each
other in a non-judgmental way. As she says, “We have to start somewhere, so why not start by talking?”

“The only way to understand suffering is to get near it. Justice
and mercy and empathy require proximity.” Bryan Stevenson
www.brownsonchurch.org
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G

C

TAMBRA

PLACE

YOUNG WOMENS TRANSITIONAL HOME
OF MOORE COUNTY

an you imagine what it would be like to graduate out of foster care with nowhere to live? Can you
imagine being an at-risk young woman, age 18-24 without a home? Now imagine a safe place of
transitional housing where young women can be mentored, supported, and challenged to become
self-sufficient. That’s what Tambra Place is all about.
Tambra Place provides a safe, secure environment for up to two years while residents develop the necessary skills to enter society on strong footing. Tambra Place provides housing, food,
clothing, and life-skills training. Our grant, along with a $10,000 gift from Local
Missions, will assist in the building of a new shelter to be in the West End
community. This location will supplement the recently opened shelter located in Pinehurst.
Would you like to help decorate/furnish a room for one of the residents?
Can you donate personal items such as shampoo or household cleaning
items like paper towels or laundry detergent? Volunteer opportunities
abound and donations of supplies to furnish the Pinehurst shelter are needed immediately. Please visit TambraPlace.org for more information.

H

Awarded
$2,500.00

T

he Dreams 4 All Foundation was the vision of Keith Moneymaker,
the owner of Sweet Dreams retail mattress/bed store in Southern
Pines. When a new mattress is purchased, Sweet Dreams will remove the old mattress, sanitize, and deliver it to a family in need.

Awarded
$2,500.00

The Foundation was created in 2016 following the devastation of Hurricane Matthew. Their mission is to provide North Carolina citizens who
have suffered economic hardship with a good night’s sleep. The priority
is to get beds to children sleeping on the floor, families fleeing domestic
violence, homeless families, foster families, and crisis situations such as
damage caused by fire or water. With the Bold Initiative grant, Dreams
4 All will address the needs of low-income neighborhoods in Moore
County. The money will not only be used to sanitize used mattresses, but
also to purchase new beds.
The Foundation’s success can be described as getting a mattress beneath
every underserved family in Moore County.
www.brownsonchurch.org
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I
Awarded
$6,500.00

W

hen the Bold Initiative Team was approached by Mitch
Capel to sponsor the First Annual Juneteenth Celebration
at Cardinal Park in Pinebluff, we jumped on board. Mitch
is a nationally renowned storyteller and serves on the board of the
Boys and Girls Club. He is the son of Felton Capel, who successfully
and peacefully participated in the integration of the Sunrise Theater in
Southern Pines.
Can you imagine our joy and surprise when Juneteenth, also known
as “Freedom Day,” was declared a national holiday just a few days
before the Celebration! We felt it was providential timing! For those
not familiar with Juneteenth, it is a celebration of the emancipation of
people who were enslaved in the United States.

Felton Capel founded Cardinal Park in the early 1960’s as a place
where African American families could enjoy outdoor recreational
opportunities when segregation excluded people of color from public
spaces. Importantly, the Juneteenth Celebration was open to all!
It was a wonderful day of live music, storytelling, food trucks, fishing,
swimming, volleyball, basketball, horseshoes, and corn hole. More
than 300 folks from all over Moore County participated in the event,
including members of Brownson.
www.brownsonchurch.org
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J
musicproduction
w o r k s h o p s

www.brownsonchurch.org
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“Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth!” Psalm 66:1
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!” Psalm 67:4

L

isten! Sounds of rhythmic music reverberate in the distance.
Next, the voices of children enter the mix. Now, see the musicians
themselves – black children, white children, Hispanic children,
Native American children, singing and performing their own original
music. Imagine hearing this music being performed right here in our
community. That vision is coming to fruition thanks to Music Productions Workshops. Music Productions Workshops submitted a proposal
to the Bold Initiative Team, requesting our help in making this musical
dream come to life. These free workshops will be led by Kent Murphy,
who was guest teacher from 2017-2019 for The Carolina Philharmonic
and Carnegie Hall’s two elementary education programs, “Link Up”
and “Encore Kids.” The proposed project focuses on educating children
through music production and songwriting workshops. The workshops will help children develop their innate creativity as they learn to
write, produce, and perform their original musical compositions. The
project will broaden the perspectives of Moore County youth and highlight beautiful aspects and cultures of each race of children involved in
the project. These creative workshops will teach children of different
races how to collaborate on musical projects. As they write, produce,
and perform their own music, they will also forge friendships that will
last a lifetime.
Creation of music bridges gaps and transcends racial boundaries and stereotypes,
building bridges of understanding, celebrating our rich diversity, and helping
children develop a lifelong enjoyment
of the arts.

www.brownsonchurch.org
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Awarded
$14,000.00

K

Addor

I

Community Center

magine a vital historic school and
community center coming back to life
after near destruction from two
hurricanes! Addor Community Center,
formerly Lincoln Park School, is
an original Rosenwald School, built
in 1922 for Black students with funds
from Julius Rosenwald, President of
Sears Roebuck, as well as funds raised
by the local community. After desegregation, when Black students could attend
integrated schools, Addor Community
Center served as the hub and heart of the Addor Community until two hurricanes rendered
it unusable. Recently the National Trust for Historic Preservation awarded the Community Center a rehabilitation grant, with the caveat that the Community Center had to raise some matching funds.

Awarded
$5,000.00

The Bold Initiative Grant assures Addor Community Center a future for once again hosting 4H programs,
after-school programs, as well as community meeting space. Brownson will be able to assist in some of the
restoration and participate in future events at this historic site. We will let you know of future opportunities where you can help in the restoration.
www.brownsonchurch.org Page 14
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The Heritage Creative Arts School

A Letter from The Heritage Creative Arts School Team:

E

ducation has always been important in our families. Every
child deserves a quality education - every child. The Heritage
Creative Arts School will provide a safe, nurturing, and inclusive learning environment for students in grades 9 - 12. Led by
faculty who care, we will weave together various strands of the creative
and technical arts curricula. Exploring creativity without ignoring the
One of Whom it is written, “In the beginning God created...”, we will
meet all established standards of the North Carolina Course of Study
via project-based learning and direct instruction. Celebrating each
student’s interests, perspectives, and learning styles, we will study the
histories, recognize the resources, and honor the cultural contributions
of each of their heritages.

Awarded
$12,790.00

With the generous grant of the Bold Initiative Team, we have purchased our 13” Macbook computers and our IXL licensing for Math and
English for the 2021-22 school year. The launch of our pilot program
taught us that the troubles our children face were more severe than we
thought. Our first student was shot and killed at a graduation party
and our second student was homeless and found sleeping on the sidewalk of a church. We have spent our time, therefore, concretizing this
blessed educational model we believe will one day be nationwide. We
have begun the process of securing our 501{c)3, with new bylaws and
a new board. We have begun recruitment of talented academicians for
our faculty – people who have a love for the youth. We find ourselves
beaming with smiles of excitement and yet humbled to the point of
tears that God would entrust to us such a task. We are grateful for your
partnership and continued prayers.

Faithfully,

			Mrs. Loren A. Wooldridge
			
Rev. Dr. Paul G. Murphy
			
Rev. Debra L. Gray
www.brownsonchurch.org
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910.692.6252
www.brownsonchurch.org

Jed & Jenny Koball - Mission Co-Workers in Peru

Rev. John Hage, Senior Pastor
john@brownsonchurch.org
Rev. Carolyn Helms,
Transitional Associate Pastor of Congregational Care
carolyn@brownsonchurch.org
Rev. Bruce Benton, Pastoral Care Associate
brucebenton2@gmail.com
Kelli Garbett, Director of Children and their Families
children@brownsonchurch.org
John Tyson, Director of Music Ministries
music@brownsonchurch.org
Austin Vernon, Director of Discipleship and Missions
discipleship@brownsonchurch.org
Erin Wehrmeister, Director of Youth and their Families
youth@brownsonchurch.org
Stacey Burke, Bookeeper
finance@brownsonchurch.org
Sandra Arrington, Administrative Assistant
office@brownsonchurch.org
Marilyn Baxter, Director of Member Ministry
members@brownsonchurch.org
Dick Hart, Facilities Manager
facilities@brownsonchurch.org
Stacey Ostlund, Director of Communications
and Assistant to the Senior Pastor
news@brownsonchurch.org
Jamie Walker, Director of Brownson Learning Center
blcdirector@brownsonchurch.org

A missional community called to love and live in Christ
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