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Digest
Session

Merry Christmas!

Have you ever heard the phrase Thankful - Grateful - Blessed? It might 
sound cliche, but it is truly how I feel. I am thankful for the many of you 
who made a commitment to Brownson Church in 2022 by turning in your 
pledge during our Stewardship Campaign. I am grateful for the many of 
you who have stepped up in roles of leadership during this trying time of 
the pandemic. I feel blessed to be part of this great church.
If history repeats itself, Brownson will continue to rise up against the chal-
lenges we face. If you still haven’t turned in your pledge card for 2022 - there 
is still time. Think about your gift, pray about your gift and commit to help 
by giving to the needs of our church.
We’ve all heard the phrase “heart health” — we’re advised to nourish our 
hearts with healthy food and regular exercise. With a strong heart, we’re 
able to run a good race, hike taller mountains, and better handle adversity. 
With a good “ticker,” we might even live longer. But what do the writers of 
scripture mean when they advise us to “strengthen our hearts?”
As we journey into the season of Advent, my hope is that you listen to my 
challenge - to strengthen your hearts with peace, hope, joy and love.
I hope you will join us in worship throughout Advent, and I look forward to 
seeing you on Christmas Eve - we will have a service for families at 4:00 and 
a service of Communion, Carols and Candlelight at 6 PM. I can’t wait to see 
you there!

A note from the Pastor…

Sunday, December 5
Sunday, January 2
Sunday, February 6

Join us on 
these Sundays

COMMUNION

James 5:8

Strengthen your hearts, 
for the coming of 
the Lord is near. 

John
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The Session of Brownson 
met on Monday, November 
15 and welcomed seven new 
members to the Brownson 
Church Family. The new 
members are: Roy & Gail 
Cameron, Jessica Collogan, 
Will & Torrey Harris, Donna 
Morrella and Marianna 
Singer. 
The Session also voted and 
approved the transfer of 
membership of Susan Bartz 
Herrick from Haymount 
UMC Fayetteville back to 
Brownson Church.
The Session received an 
update from Hannah Ostlund 
as she moves from Inquirer 
to Candidate and continues 
through the Ordination 
process.
The Worship Ministry Team 
proposed the 2021 Advent 
Schedule to include two 
worship services at 4 PM & 
6 PM on Christmas Eve. This 
was voted on and approved.
The Stewardship Ministry 
Team talked through the 
2022 Budget Process and 
gave an update on the 2022 
Stewardship Campaign – 
together WE rise.
The Session received an 
update from Ann Edgerton 
and the Associate Pastor 
Nominating Committee on 
their progress.



M U S I C

A Christmas Cantata 

featuring Moore County Brass 

and instrumentalists from 

around North Carolina.

Both Saturday and Sunday Cantata’s will be livestreamed.
on

 for a musical celebration telling 
.

JOIN US
the story of Christ’s birth

CHRISTMAS CANTATA
presented by Brownson Music

Christmas is coming! 

LET THERE BE

Saturday, December 11 at 7PM
Sunday, December 12 at 9 & 11:10 AM

View online at vimeo.com/brownsonchurch
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Bible Studies
Genesis Bible Study (hybrid) - The 
Bible's first book contains many well-
known stories, some familiar since 
childhood: creation and the garden of 
Eden; an ark full of animals adrift in a 
flood; Abraham and Isaac; the conniving 
Jacob; and the dreams of Joseph. Through 
these stories, we'll explore humanity's 
highs and lows and God's unwavering, 
loving presence through it all. Come join 
this lively study on Wednesdays at 7 PM in 
Conference Room A or on Zoom. Meeting 
ID: 897 2445 6628, Passcode: 800787. 

Theology on Tap - A Bible study 
for the men of the church that meets on 
Wednesday evenings at 6 PM. This month 
we are looking at a series called “Follow,” 
an eight week study about our call to be 
a follower of Christ. Join us at Midland 
Country Club, 2205 Midland Rd, Pinehurst, 
NC 28374. All are welcome! Led by Charles 
Harris and Gerald Ostlund. 

Men's Prayer Breakfast - This group 
meets the first and third Tuesday of every 
month at 7 AM at Sizzlin’ Steak or Eggs. 
Each meeting begins with a meal and 
concludes with a devotional. All men of the 
church are welcome to join! Please contact 
Bill Berger at bill.ctr.berger1@gmail.com for 
more information.

Special Note: If an offering is listed as hybrid, that means 
you can participate in-person or via Zoom

D I S C I P L E S H I P
A D U L T

Brownson Connects begins each week by gathering for donuts and coffee 
at Higher Grounds at 10 AM and then moving into connect groups for 
adults, youth, and children. These connect groups are a wonderful way 
to grow in your faith within a community of friends (new and old). They 
offer the friendship of a small group, the fellowship of a large group, and 
the depth of Sunday School. Take a step toward deeper discipleship by 
joining a connect group! 

The Ligon Bible Class - This connect group, open to all, studies scrip-
ture and biblical themes through The Present Word quarterly curriculum. 
Join us on Sunday mornings in Conference Room B. Led by Mary Marga-
ret McNeill.
The Living Word Today (hybrid) – This connect group takes a 
non-partisan approach to Bible study, looking at current events through 
the lens of our Christian faith. Weekly discussions are based on The Wired 
Word curriculum, which pairs current events with scriptural insights. Join 
us on Sunday mornings in Conference Room A or on Zoom! Meeting ID: 
815 7201 6346, Passcode: 058642.
Donuts and Devotionals – This connect group explores some of the 
most important passages in the Bible. This fall we’ll look at familiar Old 
Testament stories to see how they apply to our lives today. Bring your 
coffee and donuts to Conference Room C and join the conversation! Led 
by Austin Vernon. 

Sunday Mornings
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Christmas truly is the “most wonderful time of the year” unless we 
are living in the shadows of acute or unresolved grief. Christmas is 
about birth and hope. Grief is about death and human longing. Below 
you will find some words of care and encouragement from Genesis 
Health as we enter the season of Advent and Christmas.
Suffering the loss of a loved one at any time of the year is difficult, 
yet during a holiday those grieving often experience a more 
intense sense of loss. The world is celebrating life but for the one 
experiencing grief a sense of darkness can overshadow the holiday. 
All of the expectation about this “special time” may come with 
feelings of apprehension. When grieving you have the goal of 
achieving a new relationship with your loved one who will no longer 
be physically present during special occasions. You may struggle to 
understand what the holidays should mean now that your loved one 
is not there. Remember, that expectations are not always based on 
reality. Remember that you are adjusting to a new life. The following 
suggestions for self-care may be of benefit in addressing how you 
handle a holiday with grief.
Accept your feelings. Sometimes people who have lost a loved one 
feel guilty that they are here to enjoy the holidays and their loved one 
is not. Sometimes anger creeps in that they are without their loved 
one. Often loneliness is a feeling that overshadows the holidays, even 
when we are in a crowd.
Plan ahead and prioritize. Anticipate triggers and give yourself 
permission to cry. Give others permission also to reflect on special 
moments or talk about your loved one with or around you; or, guide 
them not to and tell them why.
Know your limitations. Assess what the most difficult times of the 
holiday season will be. Say no and delegate! There is no reason to 
accept every invitation or take on every holiday task. Take a close 
look at your emotional and physical energy levels as a measurement 
of what you want to do.
Care for yourself, totally. People don't often realize that emotional 
stress is one of the hardest kinds of stress to cope with. Grief can be 
very draining - and not just emotionally - but mentally, spiritually, 
physically, socially, etc. Take time for you to be alone or to be with an 
affirming person, just to rest.
Share memories. Storytelling is a natural therapeutic way we 
accomplish life review bringing catharsis to our lives - not that we 
get over grieving our loved ones, not closure, but celebrating their life 
and the relationship we've shared with them. The holidays will bring 
up memories, good and bad. Try to find a sense of peace by focusing 
on your loved one’s life and not on his/her death. Remember too, it is 
okay to laugh. George Bernard Shaw said, “Life does not cease to be 
funny when people die, any more than it ceases to be serious when 
people laugh.” Laughter helps us to heal.
Search afresh for meaning and purpose in life. For example, 
consider volunteering or giving in a way that was meaningful to 
your loved one as a way of continuing your relationship with them 
and continuing to build their legacy.
Count your blessings. Make an effort to write down all the ways 
your loved one blessed you or others. Share the continued joy you 
and they experience because of your loved one.
Trust and hope in your faith. Trust points us back to the foundations 
we and our loved one have stood on. Hope points us toward the 
assurance of precious promises we look forward to being fulfilled. 
Let your spiritual relationships with the Divine, others in person, in 
community and with special texts feed your soul.

Handling a Holiday with Grief

SAVE THE DATE!
Beginning Conversations About 
Our Walk With Members/Loved 

Ones/Friends with Memory 
Challenges

DATE: Tuesday, January 11, 2022
TIME: 1:00-3:00 PM

WHERE: Conference Room A
Facilitators: Cheryl McNeill & 

Carolyn Helms
To insure adequate space, 
please RSVP: Carolyn@

brownsonchurch.org

You are invited to an afternoon workshop!
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So much fun was had at this year’s church picnic. It was 
a beautiful fall day in Southern Pines, the jazz band was 
exceptional, and the food was fantastic. Thank you to all the 
volunteers who helped make this annual event a huge success!

Church Picnic



Brownson Kids are plugging right along…
loving Jesus, loving each other, and loving 
our neighbors! We are thankful for a church 
that invests in our children, and for families 
who ensure that their children are active!

Friendsgiving
Thanksgiving is a time of giving thanks, 
and we are thankful for our friends and 
church family here at Brownson. Children, 
youth, and their families enjoyed a 
delicious dinner together, as well as fun 
games and great fellowship. Thinking back 
to our Friendsgiving two years ago, this 
event was a tangible reminder of God’s 
goodness. There were so many new faces, 
so much delicious food, and genuine feeling 
of community.
Brownson Connects
If you haven’t joined a Brownson Connect 
group, we hope you will! Higher Grounds 
has been an amazing time of fellowship and 
opportunities to get to know one another, 
while Brownson Connect groups are a 
great way to grow deeper in knowledge 
and faith. The kids and youth are having 
so much fun with “Back to the Basics of 
the Bible,” so we hope you will join us one 
Sunday morning at 10:00 AM.

Brownson Kids are a missional group of kiddos, and we are so thankful to see the way 
they love others. From art projects for members of our congregation, to packing food 
boxes for those with food insecurity, and packing care packages for our teachers, our 
children are learning what it means to love and live in Christ.
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Second Sunday of Service

BROWNSON
K I D S



BrownsonCommitment Sunday

Stewardship
l

N o v e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 2 1
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Original Pine straw basket (left) handmade by Nancy Weant’s Aunt Sis to raise money to build Brownson’s sanctuary.

P i n e S t r a w  B a s k e t s

We, together, make up the fabric of our, 



Throughout the campaign, members of the church participated in a creative project where handprints were painted 
on a tablecloth. This cloth will be used in the Sanctuary for years to come to remind us how we, together, make up the 
fabric of our vibrant, growing church.
Also, throughout the campaign, we honored the history of Brownson by collecting the Sunday offering in pine needle 
baskets. When Brownson began, a group of women, one of them being the aunt of our own Nancy Weant - Her aunt Sis 
graciously helped make pine needle baskets to raise money for a new sanctuary. We will continue this tradition during 
our Stewardship campaigns for years to come.
After commitment Sunday, we have collected over 200 (giving units) pledge cards. If you have not turned in your 
pledge for 2022, there is still time! Go online and submit an online pledge by visiting: brownsonchurch.org/giving or 
call the church office and submit your pledge over the phone to Stacey Burke, Brownson’s Bookkeeper.

rise
B R O W N S O N  S T E W A R D S H I P  C A M P A I G N  2 0 2 2

wetogetherwe

vibrantgrowing church.

This cloth will be used in 
the Sanctuary for 

years to come.
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As we celebrate this time of advent at BLC, it is such 
a joy to share the amazing truth of God’s greatest gift 
to us with our sweet children at preschool. December 
brings so many wonderful and exciting events for us at 
the Learning Center. We get to celebrate so many fun 
Christmas activities like building gingerbread houses, 
pajama day on the Polar Express, singing Christmas 
carols and making Christmas crafts, while ultimately 
getting to share the true meaning of Christmas with 
our preschool children. Because Jesus was born on that 
very first Christmas so long ago, we have the light of 
his love in our lives today. And that’s what Christmas 
is really all about.

Because Jesus was 
born on that very first 
Christmas so long ago, 
we have the light of his 
love in our lives today.

Celebration of Advent
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If you are a current 8th grader or older, 
you are invited to participate in the 2022 
confirmation class. During this time, we 
will build relationships with one another, 
learn different things about the church, and 
explore our faith together. If you would 
like to participate or have any questions, 
please contact Tori Little at the church 
office or email youth@brownsonchurch.org. 
Confirmation classes will begin in January. 

Confirmation Class

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

Senior High Ski Trip
The trip is January 21-23 for 9th through 
12th graders. The youth will travel to Beech 
Mountain, North Carolina. Lodging, food, 
and rentals are included in the cost of the 
trip. The cost is $200 per youth. The full 
cost of the trip will be due by December 12. 
Scholarships are available.
December 5 – Caroling and chili supper
December 12 - Youth Christmas Party

Upcoming
for Youth

After having missed Trunk or Treat 
last year in the peak of the pandemic, 
it was a welcomed treat to bring it back 
this year! This is always such a great 
outreach to our community, and it was 
incredible to see so many new faces.
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The Circle Leaders for 
2021-2022 are:

Circle 1 Trish Harris 690-9202 and 
Crystal Blue 850-1982
4th Thursday at 7 PM
Circle 2 Linda Bryant 992-8256 
2nd Tuesday at 10:00 AM
Circle 3 Sandra Olbon 603-4804 
2nd Monday at 12:00 PM
Circle 4 Kathy McPherson 420-0413 
1st Thursday at 10:15 AM
Circle 6 Blanche Woodruff 725-2460 
and Libby Marsh 692-9247 
2nd Monday at 10:00 AM
Circle 7 Sara James 690-5361 and 
Robyn Lam 603-1450 
3rd Monday at 5:30 PM

We want you to join us in 
fulfilling the mission of PW. 

You may find out more 
information regarding 
Circles by contacting: 

Mary Foster, Membership 
Chair at 910-690-3118 or 
mvfoster1965@gmail.com

A Big Thank You

JOIN
a circle

 Let us not live with 
words or tongue 

but in action and in 
truth.

1 John 3:18

A big THANK YOU to 
everyone who supported our 
fall fund raiser of selling note 
cards painted by Linda Bryant. 
We had to reorder twice due to 
excellent sales. We appreciate 
your generous support of 
our scholarship fund. Any 
packages of 8 cards and 8 
envelopes that have not sold 
will be offered for sale at our 
December 13 program.

Nuture Faith, Support  Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community

Presbyterian 
Women

Our December program will feature beautiful 
Christmas music by John Tyson and Friends. Come 
join us in this festive celebration of Jesus’ birth. This 
will be held in the Sanctuary on Monday, December 
13, 2021. We will have fellowship beginning at 10:30 

AM and the program will begin at 11:00 AM.

Christmas Music

Monday
December 13, 2021, at 11:00 AM.
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Empty Stocking

Habitat for Humanity

Coats for Kids

Food Bank

As a recipient of a Bold Initiative Grant, The Heritage Creative Arts School in West 
Southern Pines is seeking two special women to develop a mentoring/friendship 
relationship with two female students in grades 9 & 10. After getting to know the 
students on a personal level, volunteers would then progress into taking the students out 
to lunch twice a month. This is an outstanding opportunity to build bridges of goodwill, 
friendship, and understanding. Please contact Ellie Collins at 910-692-8289, efc211@gmail.
com or Betsy Robinson at 910 639 0695, betsynrobinson@aol.com for detailed information.

If you would like to adopt a family this Christmas through the Empty Stocking Program, 
Brownson has 46 families that need to be adopted. Please contact Brenda Hiscott, 
hiscott@nc.rr.com or 910.295.9544. Cash donations are also needed to purchase food 
vouchers for the Empty Stocking families.

Due to reconstruction, the Food Bank is closed to volunteers until the start of 2022, so we 
will not be offering our volunteer day in December.

Family Promise
Brownson will be providing dinners and overnight hosts for the week of
Monday - Thursday, December 13 - 16. If you're interested in helping the women and 
children at this shelter, please contact Sara Conti at sara.conti76@gmail.com.

Thank you to everyone who donated new and gently used coats for students at Southern 
Pines Elementary School. We filled the entire box in the atrium! These coats will be 
distributed on Monday, December 6 in Fellowship Hall as parents come to pick out a coat 
for their children. Contact Austin Vernon at discipleship@brownsonchurch.org if you’d 
like to be a part of this volunteer opportunity on December 6.

Last month Brownson hosted a Faith Relations Luncheon for Habitat for Humanity. These 
luncheons allow for churches in Moore County and surrounding counties to collaborate 
on upcoming events through Habitat for Humanity. In particular, the group discussed 
upcoming dates for the 2022 Apostles Build. Details about Brownson’s volunteer dates for 
this build will be shared in the coming weeks.

The Heritage Creative Arts School

Local Missions



www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 14

Brownson welcomes new 
members in November

Marianna Singer Roy & Gail Cameron

Your committee has been busy and meeting weekly for the last couple 
of months. We have reviewed 37 applications, some of those matched 
with Brownson by the PC(USA), some referred by others, and some who 
contacted the committee directly. Presently, we are in the midst of in-
person interviews with those most qualified. We ask for your continued 
prayers for this important process.

UPDATE
from the

associate pastor
nominating
committee

(APNC)

Jessica Collogan Donna Morrella

2021 Advent Calendar 
Sunday—November 28 | First Sunday of Advent  

9 & 11:10 AM Worship 
10 AM Brownson Connects Advent Edition (Fellowship Hall) 

Sunday—December 5 | Second Sunday of Advent  
9 & 11:10 AM Worship 

Saturday—December 11 | Evening Cantata | 7 PM 

Sunday—December 12 | Third Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Cantata 
Invite a Friend Sunday | 9 & 11:10 AM Worship 

Sunday—December 19 | Fourth Sunday of Advent  
9 & 11:10 AM Worship 

Friday—December 24 | Christmas Eve 
4 PM Service for Families  

6 PM Services of Communion, Carols & Candlelight 
Sunday—December 26 | Hymn Sing  

One Service @ 11:10 AM 

To worship with us online visit: 
vimeo.com/brownsonchurch 

330 Sou330 Southth M Mayay St Strereeett  
SouSouththeernrn P Pinineess,, N NC 283C 

2838787  

Will & Torrey Harris (not pictured)

MEMBERS
new
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Anniversaries
December

December 2
JC Lintzenich & Dawn Bryant 
Chris & Laura Cates

December 6
Jared & Kelli Garbett

December 8
Frank & Rollin Shaw

December 9 
Adam & Katie Jarmusz

December 11
Jeremy & Morgan Strickland

December 12
Philip & Amanda Picerno

December 13
Dale & Kerry Briggs

December 14
Mark & Rose Tibboel

December 16
Robert & May Fitch

December 19
James & Nancy Beddingfield
John & Anne Krahnert

December 20
Bob & Anne Friesen
John & Leslee Henning

December 21
Tom & Claire Nacca

December 27
Jim & Michelle Davis 
Sandy & Shirley McIver

December 29
Daniel & Eleisabeth Messner
Ryan & Alicia Riggan

December 31
Brett & Tammy Edwards
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Randy Shelton
Anna Tibboel

December 31
Fred Garrett
Dick Hart
Claire Nacca
Tommy Vinson

December 1
Jan Lindmark
Terry Lowry
Emaline Malan
John Roger Moore
Arie Pomplun

December 2
Brooke Ballard
Ken Batchelder
Wallace Beeson
Davis Byrd
Carolyn Taylor
Joseph Thompson

December 3
Mary Lou MacCall

December 4
Phil Duggins
Judie Henry

December 5
Jim Martin
Caroline Seskey

December 6
Lucinda Cole
Isiah Huffman
Joyce Jones
Don Pratley

December 7
Bennett Myles
Pat Wheaton

December 8
Paul Blasko, IV
Matthew Friesen
Vickie Hayes
Ken Huntley
Emilie Simeon

December 9
Garrett Berk
Julia Grose
Michelle Peele
Alfie McClelland
Julie Moore

December 10
Mark Andrews 
Steve Preble
December 12
Nicholas Bass
Karen Lewis
Jackie Speight

December 13
Karen Ballard
Mary Katherine Earhart
Thomas Goulden 
Anna Hage
Jim Irvin
Marcus Larose 
John Tyson
Linda Wiggins

December 14
Charlotte Cates
John Monroe

December 15
Chris Kibler
Cynthia Strickland

December 16
Henry Harris
Robin McClymont
Ezra Quesenberry

December 17
Charlie Brereton
Emma Brereton
Nancy Hackney
Kaleigh O’Leary
Mary Joe Worth

December 18
Beckett Ciccone
Brantley Clifton
Nicholas DiMarco
Martha Anne Harris
JoAnne Walters

December 19
Robert Allen
Mary Grace Huntley
Becky Smith
John Taylor

December 20
Betty Gordon
Brenda Hiscott

December 21
Gregg Allen
Carol Mercer
Rich Nazario

December 22
Janee Cates
Terri Gibbons
John Kober
Kyla Laws
Arianne Monroe

December 24
Deryle Carr
Jack Hendricks
Judy Johnson

December 25
Chris Taylor

December 26
Crystal Blue
John Shaw

December 27
Donna Kimbrell
Frank Quis

December 28
Robert Cates
Steve Gaydica 
Austin Vernon

December 29
Jan Evans
Shauna Lovin
Martha Thomas

December 30
John Eddy
Mary Lynn Goulden
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BROWNSON MEMORIAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

330 S. May Street
Southern Pines, NC 28387

Sunday Worship
9 & 11:10 AM in person 

11:10 AM online 
@brownsonchurch.org

Office hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

910.692.6252

www.brownsonchurch.org
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