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Welcoming the fall
season at Brownson

worship full
∏
Living a

L I F E

“I will praise the
Lord as long as
I live; I will sing
praises to my God
all my life long.”
Psalm 146:2

COMMUNION
Join us on
these Sundays
Sunday, September 5
Sunday, October 3
Sunday, November 7

Dear Brownson Church Family,

This month we begin a series entitled “Living a WorshipFULL Life.”
At the heart of this study is the reality that all of us have felt over
these last few months in some form or fashion, and that is the disconnection to worship. Some of you have been traveling after being
cooped up for so many months, some are still hesitant to come back
due to the Delta variant, and some have just gotten out of the habit.
This series is an invitation back.

I want you to consider how the worship of Almighty God might be a
part of your life more fully.
Over the next four weeks, we will focus on four keywords that build
on each other which are at the heart of living a worshipFULL life.
Those words are authenticity, belonging, becoming, and hope.
Not only are these keys words for worship but they are essential for
living FULL lives.

If you have been away, my prayer is that you hear the invitation to
integrate worship back into your life. In the worship of God, we can
authentically be ourselves through God’s grace, we belong even in
times of division, we are invited to become more like Christ, and we
can find hope in the darkest of times. For our greatest calling in life is
to “praise the Lord...all my life long.”
As I close this letter I am grateful. I want to thank you for your
faithfulness to Brownson Church. I know this has been a tough time
and I am so grateful for your commitment. So many of you have
been faithful to Brownson for decades and I want to thank you. I also
want to thank our newer members. Just last Monday we welcomed
seven new members and I am so thankful for this gifted and growing church (even during a pandemic). May God continue to bless our
work together.
This day let us praise God with our lives.

Grace and peace,

www.brownsonchurch.org
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John

Session
Digest
The Session of Brownson met on
Monday, August 16 at 6:30 PM
where they welcomed seven new
members to the church. They
are Kathryn Fanning, Treena
Grantham, Karleen Hubley, Kim &
Keith Woolvord.
The Session experienced the Soft
Opening of Higher Grounds, the
new fellowship hour with coffee
and Granny’s Donuts beginning at
10 AM on Sunday, September 19.
Session voted and approved
a Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, September 26 to introduce
and vote on the Elder Class of 2024.

The chair of the Associate Pastor
Nominating Committee, Ann
Edgerton, provided an update to
the Session on the team’s progress
with our search for a new Associate
Pastor.
Commissioners were selected to
participate in the Full Presbytery
Meeting held on August 19, 2021.

A Letter of thanks
Dear Brownson,

One of the early memories I have of being a youth at BMPC
takes me back to confirmation Sunday while in eighth grade.
Standing before the session in the old chapel that Sunday, I nervously explained the symbols I had drawn onto my previously
blank stole. Confirmation Sunday of course marked that I and
others had officially joined the church as members, and in a way
marked the beginning of a journey I have been on ever since.

Just this past June, I found myself standing in front of a small
crowd of family, friends, and members of a different church in
a suburb just north of Pittsburgh, PA. In similar fashion to confirmation Sunday, a stole was present – this one gifted to me by
my fiancé Rose’s family. The red of this stole is symbolic of the
Holy Spirit, and while I didn’t have to explain any hand drawn
art on it, it bookend well what had started so many years ago at
Brownson.

Rev. ChristopherTaylor
This service was my ordination service where I officially became recognized as a Minister of Word and
Sacrament in the PC(USA). My call is unique – I do not serve in a traditional church setting, but instead
have been ordained to the role of Admissions Counselor at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. PTS is
where I graduated with my Master of Divinity in 2019 and for the past two years have worked full time
as an Admissions Counselor. In working with the Pittsburgh Presbytery, my role has been approved as a
“validated ministry,” the church’s way of recognizing that ministry takes all different shapes and forms.
My work with prospective students living into the call that God has placed on their lives, work with the
Summer Youth Institute here at PTS, and participating in pulpit supply as needed in the area, all serve as
my ministry. It is work I love, it is work I value, work that I see God so actively present within.

For nearly the past five years the language of the PC(USA) ordination process has deemed that I have
been “under care” of the session of Brownson. The truth is that I have been under care of the entire
Brownson church and community for far longer than that. From that confirmation Sunday to my ordination service and beyond, the love, education, formation, and community that BMPC nurtured me with
and within will be a guiding light in my ministry. Each time I place a stole on, I am reminded of you all
and showered with the blessings of the church there at 330 S. May St.
With a joyful and grateful heart, I say thank you to you all!

Peace,

Rev. Chris Taylor
www.brownsonchurch.org
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A D U L T
DISCIPLESHIP

Small Group Series

Small Group Series
Brownson U
Podcast

Our four-week small group series "Living a WorshipFULL Life" is off to a great start!
With the guidance of Dr. Leanne Van Dyk's video reflections, we are having great conversations and going deeper in our faith as we consider the full life offered us in Jesus
Christ. If you would like to join a small group but haven't done so yet, there's still plenty
of time! All you need to do is sign up at www.brownsonchurch.org/registration or call
the church office.
Please note we have groups meeting at different times and locations throughout the
week. Some groups are meeting in-person, some are hybrid (in-person and Zoom), and
some are Zoom only.
If you have any questions, please contact Austin Vernon at discipleship@brownsonchurch.org.

2021 Fall Small Groups

Sundays @ 9 AM | Conference Room A | Led by Linda and Don Branch
Tuesdays @ 2 PM (hybrid) | Conference Room A | Led by Charlene Kinelski
Tuesdays @ 7 PM (hybrid) | Conference Room A | Led by Austin Vernon and Alice
Herrington
Wednesdays @ 2:30 PM (hybrid) | Conference Room A | Led by John Hage
Wednesdays @ 6 PM | Table on the Green | Led by Charles Harris and Gerald Ostlund
Wednesdays @ 7:30 PM | Zoom | Led by Kate Pomplun and Art Edgerton
Thursdays @ 4 PM | Conference Room A | Led by Bill and Pam Zell
Brownson Youth | Wednesdays @ 7 PM | The Ice Cream Parlor

Sunday School @ 9 AM

This fall we will release
devotionals, podcasts, and
other recordings to help
you go deeper in your faith
wherever you are. Be on the
lookout for these upcoming
digital offerings. We have some
exciting things planned!

www.brownsonchurch.org
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The Ligon Bible Class - This class studies

scripture and biblical themes through The
Present Word quarterly curriculum. Join
us on Sunday mornings in Conference
Room B. All are welcome! Led by Mary
Margaret McNeill.

The Living Word Today (hybrid) – Formerly known as Current Events, this class
takes a non-partisan approach to Bible
study, looking at current events through
the lens of scripture and our Christian
faith. This discussion-based class utilizes
The Wired Word curriculum, which pairs
current events with scriptural insights.
All are welcome to join this on Sunday
mornings in Conference Room A or on
Zoom! Class resumes meeting on September 19. Zoom details coming soon!

A D U L T
DISCIPLESHIP
Bible Studies

Women's Small Group (hybrid) - Do you worry that your typical,

abby ammons

everyday life is not enough to make a difference? She Was There
highlights the beautiful and unique gifts God gives to “ordinary”
women. By showcasing female biblical figures and expanding on their
“ordinary” lives, we will deep dive into the heart of the Scriptures.
Marrying the fatigue of daily tasks and the sacred moments hidden
within, this study will lead readers to recognize their own importance
with the simple acts of a quiet life. Join us on Tuesday nights at 7 PM,
beginning September 28. Please register at www.brownsonchurch.org/
registration. Meeting details will be shared following registration. Led
by Kelli Garbett and Abby Ammons, author of She Was There.

Genesis Bible Study (hybrid) - The Bible's first book contains many well-known stories,

some familiar since childhood: creation and the garden of Eden; an ark full of animals
adrift in a flood; Abraham and Isaac; the conniving Jacob; and the dreams of Joseph.
Through these stories, we'll explore humanity's highs and lows and God's unwavering,
loving presence through it all. Come join this lively study on Tuesdays at 7 PM in
Conference Room A or on Zoom, beginning September 28. Zoom details coming soon!

Biblical Justice - Have you ever wondered what the Bible says

about justice? Have you ever wondered why people of faith
should care about the topic of justice? During this eight-week
Zoom study, we'll explore biblical understandings of justice
and the role it plays in our lives as followers of Christ. This
ecumenical study led by local clergy will meet on Thursdays
at 7 PM, beginning September 30. Please register at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/168128383521. Zoom information will be
available upon registration.

Theology on Tap - A Bible study for the men of the church that meets on Wednesday evenings at 6 PM. This month

they are participating in the fall small group series. Join us at Midland Country Club, 2205 Midland Rd, Pinehurst, NC
28374. All are welcome! Led by Charles Harris and Gerald Ostlund.

Men's Prayer Breakfast - This group meets the first and third Tuesday of every month at 7 AM at Sizzlin’ Steak or Eggs.
Each meeting begins with a meal and concludes with a devotional. All men of the church are welcome to join! Please
contact Bill Berger at bill.ctr.berger1@gmail.com for more information.

Special Note: If an offering is listed as hybrid, that means you can participate in-person or via Zoom.

www.brownsonchurch.org
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A Season
of Peace

Let us seek
the Peace that
transcends all
understanding…a
Peace beyond our
world, a peace
known only through
Jesus Christ.

Congregational Care
Caring M2M (Member to Member)

The Flowers Ministry

The beauty of God’s creation reminds
us of God’s character. The radiant
colors, mood enhancing floral scents,
and competing sounds of birds direct
us to a loving God who created beauty
for our pleasure and enjoyment.

Did you know that the flowers that
adorn our sanctuary during worship
on Sundays are divided into smaller
arrangements and delivered to those in
our congregation who are homebound,
sick, or bereaved? The Flowers Ministry
is a reminder to those who receive the
flowers that “God cares” through their
church family. Contact Shirley McIver
or Bonnie Quesenberry to be a part of
this caring ministry.
If you would like to provide flowers on the Chancel on Sunday
mornings, please visit the flower calendar in the Atrium to sign up. If
you would like flowers delivered to someone, please sign up on the
clipboard below the flower calendar in the Atrium.
www.brownsonchurch.org
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As we enter this Season of Peace, let us find
strength and reassurance in the writings of John
in Chapter 14, Verse 27: “Peace I leave with you,
My peace I give to you; not as the world gives
do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.”

When you are experiencing a difficult time in life,
such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal
illness that you alone find insurmountable, accept
the gift of a Stephen Minister. Stephen Ministers
come from all walks of life, but they all share a
passion for bringing Christ’s loving care and peace
to people during a time of need.
Please reach out to Carolyn Helms to request
a Stephen Minister. You will be contacted by
the Referrals Coordinator who will set up an
appointment to listen to your story and make an
appropriate assignment.

BROWNSON

Blood, Sweat,andTears

GLOBAL MISSIONS

EVENT
postponed

While our traditions
continue to adapt to our
times, the Global Missions
Ministry Team is making
the decision to postpone
the Rise Against Hunger
food packing event in
September.
Brownson will continue to
support this cause through
a significant cash donation.
To support Rise Against
Hunger in other ways,
visit their website:
riseagainsthunger.org.

Brownson reached beyond our walls this July, sending a mission team to participate
in the Appalachia Service Project (ASP), an organization dedicated to addressing
substandard housing in Central Appalachia. We served in a small community called
Lotts Creek outside of Hazard, KY along with groups from Tennessee and Georgia.
Our base of operations was a school that serves area students from preschool up
to 12th grade. We weren’t staying anywhere fancy (we bedded down in classrooms
and showered in a portable trailer) but thank the Lord for air conditioning, indoor
plumbing, and hot (sometimes) showers.

Our mission was to construct a 50’ long wheelchair ramp for our homeowner Mrs.
Laura – a very sweet lady and her recently adopted cat Honey. Honey is super sweet,
and loves being held and pet. He followed members of the team EVERYWHERE and
even tried getting onto the Brownson Bus! You’ll see him in a LOT of our photos.
Our group did everything from digging holes and pouring concrete for support posts,
cutting, and installing rails, spindles, and decking. We even fixed some of the work
from a previous group. Our team was also able to expand our project to go another 20
feet on the ramp, so our homeowner won’t have to go through the mud from her car.
We also expanded our project to include the front stair rail system -- replacing the old
one that was too small and unstable.
Ella, Wesley, Dixon, David, and Forest all jumped in with enthusiasm – learning new
skills and working hard. Very hard. It would surprise Mr. Gerald and Ms. Erin if
there weren’t some power tools on this year’s Christmas wish list. Our church can be
very proud of these young members.

The ASP staff (Molly, Craig, Katie, Fletcher and our point-person Haley) are amazing
people. God shines through them. Not only did they keep us on track and motivated,
but they taught us more about the challenges in this county like severe food insecurity.
We even heard an amazing testimony from staffer Fletcher about his faith and the
way that Christ has led him through some very dark times of his life.
Along with hard work and chores – yes we cleaned bathrooms, mopped floors, and
did dishes – the ASP staff made sure to include fun surprises. Whether it was a
cookout and swimming at a nearby lake, popsicles at our worksite, or Appalachian
music and square dancing, their energy was incredible.

Continued on Page 9
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“The week spent outside
Hazard, Kentucky with our
team working on the ASP
project was the most lifegiving week I’ve spent
in a very long time.
I can’t wait to get back.”

Planning Underway

Gerald Ostlund

for Next ASP Mission Trips

First three weeks of November
Jonesville, VA

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
We are looking to schedule and lock in dates for upcoming
ASP mission trips. Please prayerfully consider joining one (or
both) of these opportunities.

Adult 2021 Appalachia Service Project Mission Trip – we
are looking at scheduling a trip sometime during first three
weeks of November. The group will depart after services on
a Sunday and return the following Saturday. ASP fall, winter
and spring missions run out of Jonesville, Va. We won’t know
our project until much closer to our trip. NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED. NO TOOLS NEEDED – everything is provided by
ASP. These projects are suitable for anyone 18 to 99.

Contact Gerald Ostlund at 253-740-0690 or gerald.ostlund@
gmail.com if you are interested in the mission or have any
questions.

Youth Summer 2022 Appalachia Service Project Mission
Trip – we are planning a return to ASP next summer and

are tentatively planning July 10-16, 2022. We are looking for
youth ages 6th grade and up, and of course adult volunteers
as well. The location will be somewhere in central to southern
Appalachia (a day’s drive from the sandhills or less) and the
project will be identified based on needs identified by ASP
staff over the winter. Regardless, this is a must do mission
trip – you will cherish your experiences on an ASP mission.
Contact Erin Wehrmeister at 910-692-6252 or youth@
brownsonchurch.org if you are interested in the mission or
have any questions.

“The best part of ASP
was watching our team
grow during the week –
meeting new people, doing
unglamorous tasks that are
part of living in community,
being willing to be outside
their comfort zone.” – Erin

“The best part of ASP for me was helping our homeowner to be able to easily get in and out of her
home.” – Dixon
www.brownsonchurch.org
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Our days started with a devotional at 7:45, breakfast at 8:00, and loading up supplies to be
on the road to our work site by 9. Usually, we were done by 4:30 and headed back to the
school to get cleaned up for the evening activities including “jam” (music and fellowship),
dinner, and a different program each night organized by the staff. We all tried to head for
the showers as soon as we could to get the day’s grime and sweat off. Needless to say, we
were all tired, sore, and found new muscles and scratches each evening.
Our longest day was our last – Friday. We worked from 9 AM until 5:30 PM, broke for
dinner, and went back to do some more work. Our crew even decided to go back to Laura’s
Saturday morning to do some final work to make sure everything was perfectly safe and
ready to use.

Laura was incredibly inspiring. She lost her husband to ALS when he was still quite
young and raised her son as a single mother. She fought cancer three times and has lived
the past six years with an inoperable brain tumor. While she’s able to move around well
now, a wheelchair ramp will help her remain independent in the coming years. Despite
these challenges – she is the most optimistic and loving woman you’d ever want to meet,
and she loves the Lord.
As a surprise for her, our team purchased and hung a series of flower baskets all along
the ramp. When Laura was able to get around better, she kept a very large garden on her
property, so these baskets will let her enjoy that hobby again. We said goodbye with tears
and hugs. Laura told us that even though our team was only there for a week, she really
and truly loved each of us.

We left tired and with lots of dirty clothes - but also incredibly inspired. We love you all
for praying for us and helping us raise an amazing amount of funding so the work here
can continue long after we’re gone (but not forgotten). In just a few days, Brownson raised
a total of $3,150 -- the most amount of ANY church or ANY mission team throughout their
entire summer! These funds will help finish projects not completed and fund new ones in
this area where poverty and substandard housing abounds.
What an amazing week with Dixon, Ella, Wesley, Forest, David, Mr. Gerald, and Ms. Erin.
We can’t wait to go back. Next year a youth and an adult trip? Who’s in?!

“The best part of ASP was making
meaningful relationships with like-minded
people during the mission work.” – Forest
“ The best part of ASP was getting to know
and meet our homeowner.” – Wesley

“The best part of ASP was seeing our homeowner’s reaction to her new ramp.” – Ella
“My favorite moment on the trip was finishing every activity every
day, and reflecting with whatever group you were in.” – David
www.brownsonchurch.org
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A note from
Montreat Youth
Conference Participant
– J.C. Simpson

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

**Special Thanks from the Youth Ministry
Team to Dixie Parks for driving the bus
and serving as a leader during the week
and to Teresa Little for all her help with our
“to do” list pre-trip!

Youth Group Kickoff –
Sunday, September 19

The Youth Ministry Team is thrilled to
welcome all 6th-12th graders back to
Youth Group! We've been planning some
great events (CRAZY FUN EVENTS,
FRIENDSHIP-BUILDING, FAITHFILLED TRIPS and SERVICE & MISSION
Opportunities)
Join us for some fun “Youth Group CHAOS” on September 19, 5:00-6:30 PM here
at the church. Wear clothing and shoes
that can get SUPER messy or destroyed.
Dinner provided. You’ll probably want to
bring a towel or garbage bag for the ride
home. We’ll ALSO send home an overview of the upcoming year and permission forms. Have an activity or trip idea?
Contact youth@brownsonchurch.org to
share!
You won't want to miss any of the great
times we are going to have together so
please join us and invite your friends!

Family Night at the Ballpark

My name is James Simpson, and I was
lucky enough to spend this last week at
Montreat, during the last week of youth
conference. I traveled this year with the
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina’s as a combined group, instead of Brownson alone.
This trip was made up of participants from
11 different churches in our presbytery. Our week was about Connection, reconnecting with GOD and
each other after a year of disconnecting with the pandemic.

On Monday we started off with
waking up at around 6-7 and eating breakfast at 8. After that ended
we walked over to the auditorium
for morning service. The morning
service consisted of energizers,
which were dances made by the
planning team. After that we sang.
The last part of the morning service
was keynote, which had two or three
speakers come on stage and talk
about the theme of the camp, "Called
to Connection".

After that we moved to small groups which
were assigned by a number on a wristband
you wear for the week. After small groups
were connecting groups, which involved
outdoor activities. We returned home to
lunch and went to another round of small
groups and connecting groups. After that
was night worship.

There were also different nightly events.
The Monday event was a trivia show,
where everyone logged in on their phone
and answered questions. Tuesday's event
was a Lego building competition at our
house. Wednesday was a free afternoon, so
our group spent the day in Black Mountain.
Others went hiking Mt. Lookout or resting
at the house. Thursday's event was the Variety Show, where kids applied to do a talent
on stage. Friday's event was the candlelight
ceremony where kids took candles and
blew them out all, ending with seniors of
2020 & 2021 and a special blessing for them.

The learning Center
is back in session

sept7
Brownson Learning Center is excited
kick off our new school year on
September 7. Though preschool will look
a little different this year, we could not
be happier to welcome back our little
friends and share the love of Jesus with
each one of them.
We currently have openings in our Pre-K
(ages four-five years) classes. Please
spread the word as you meet new friends
in the community. Our learning center
continues to be known for our warm,
loving and joyful environment.

Looking to support our wonderful
ministry? If you feel led to give to BLC
either by purchasing an item or by
sharing a donation we would greatly
appreciate it! Our BLC kids are so blessed
to have such wonderful support from
our church friends! Please contact Jamie
Walker blcdirector@brownsonchurch.
org for more info.

That's a basic overview of the week, as the
daily events were the same each day. It was
a full and busy one I will never forget.
Thank you for helping to make this trip
possible for me and many others.

- James “JC” Simpson Senior, Class of 2022

Fayetteville Woodpeckers vs. Carolina Mudcats Friday, Sept 17, 6:30PM
Meet outside stadium @ 6:00 PM to get your ticket. Game concludes with fireworks at Segra
Stadium 406 Hay Street, Fayetteville Tickets $10/person—reserve seating.
OPTIONAL Meal Voucher $10/person, Meal voucher is for Hot dog ,chips and drink Participants must pay for any last-minute
cancellations as the tickets are non-refundable. If there is a weather event, the church will still be responsible to pay for the
tickets. ARRIVE: Recommended before 6:15PM – suggest before 6:00 to find parking, get in the ballpark, and order food or drink.
Meet Kelli or Erin outside the stadium to pick up your ticket that night.

www.brownsonchurch.org
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Sunday night programs
are kicking off on

BROWNSON
K I D S

sept19
Brownson Kids had one of the most exciting
summers, and while we are sad to see it
come to an end, we are excited to take on
Fall 2021! This past summer, we had two
awesome weeks of Bible School, followed
by two brand new adventures for Brownson
Kids! Brownson Kids Preschool-2nd grade
participated in Community Camp, with
Camp Monroe coming to our campus and
running summer camp at Brownson! Not
only did we reach our church community,
but countless visitors were able to connect
with the Lord and with Brownson! What a
blessing! In addition to Community Camp,
our 3rd-5th graders had the opportunity
to participate in overnight camp at Camp
Monroe, also known as Mission Possible.
These students had a focus on both fun
and mission, so they spent most of their
time together at camp, but also some time
volunteering in the community. They
served with grateful hearts and developed
deep relationships while at camp. It was a
true joy to spend so much time together this
summer!
This fall, there are so many things we are
looking forward to! As you’ve already read
about Higher Grounds, our children will be
participating in Higher Grounds as well.
They will start with a time of fellowship
with their families, and then transition to
Connect Groups at 10:20. This will be a time
of education where children Preschool-12th
grade will be going “Back to the Basics” of
the Bible. Imagine combining the learning
of Sunday School, the comradery of a small
group, and the fellowship of a large group,
and this is what Connect Groups will
be like. We are excited to kick this off on
September 19!
Our Sunday night programs are kicking
off on September 19 as well and will be
following a repeated schedule every month.
All children grades K-5 are encouraged to
join!
1st Sunday - First with Families
(Fellowship for the whole family)
2nd - Second Sunday of Service
(Mission projects)
3rd - Third Themes
(e.g.- October- Boo! . . . Turning Fear into
Courage)
4th - Fourth Fellowship and Fun
(Exactly as it sounds)
Save the Date for Summer 2022:
June 20-24 - Vacation Bible School
July 10-13 - 3rd-5th Grade Overnight Camp
July 25-29 - Brownson Community Camp
(PreK-2nd Grade)
www.brownsonchurch.org
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Honorary
Life Award

August 16
at the Presbyterian
The 2021 Honorary Life
Award was awarded to
Dorothy Shankle on August
16 at the Presbyterian Women
gathering for 2021-2022.

Dorothy Newton Shankle
was born in Southern Pines
and attended Peace College.
She married Clem Shankle
in 1962 and they lived in
Raleigh for thirty-four years
where their children were
born. Dorothy and Clem
moved back to Southern
Pines in 2001. Dorothy has
three adult children: Chip,
Scott, and Carolyn and six
grandchildren. Dorothy has
been a leader of the Ligon
Class with her husband. She
has served on the Scholarship
Committee and has also been
the Corresponding Secretary
of the PW Coordinating
Team. She is a member of
Circle 3. Dorothy was also a
Girl Scout Leader, active with
the Moore County Historical
Association, and is a member
of the Southern Pines Civic
Club. She has educated the
public of their Southern
Pines heritage at the Shaw
House where she has been
an active member for years.
Dorothy was presented with
her Honorary Life Member
certificate and her daughter,
Carolyn, put on the Honorary
Pin.

Presbyterian
Women

Nuture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community
PW's next meeting will take
place on Monday, October
18 when the Bold Initiative
Co-Chairs, Ellie Collins, and
Martha Butler, will discuss
what has been accomplished.
One of the recipients, Tambra
Chamberlain, the founder
of Tambra Place will speak.
Registration will be at 10:30 AM
and the program will begin at
11:00 AM.

oct18

Women of BMPC are
invited to visit and join a
Circle to enjoy the many
positive benefits of spiritual
nurture, and friendship.

The Circle Leaders for
2021-2022 are:

Circle 1 Trish Harris 690-9202 and
Crystal Blue 850-1982
4th Thursday at 7 PM

Circle 2 Linda Bryant 992-8256
2nd Tuesday at 10:00 AM

Circle 3 Sandra Olbon 603-4804
2nd Monday at 12:00 PM

Circle 4 Kathy McPherson 420-0413
1st Thursday at 10:15 AM

Circle 6 Blanche Woodruff 725-2460
and Libby Marsh 692-9247
2nd Monday at 10:00 AM

Circle 7 Cathy Coats Harpster 690www.brownsonchurch.org
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1101 and Robyn Lam 295-0068
3rd Sunday at 6:00 PM

Home Dedication

Apostles Build Home Dedication - On
Thursday, September 9 at 6 PM, please join
us in-person at 220 E. Virginia Street in
Robbins or live on Facebook to welcome
Ofelia, Jaxson, and Luna Lopez into their
beautiful new home. This is the home that
Brownson and other local churches built
during the 2021 Apostles Build. Let's celebrate with the Lopez family as they begin
this exciting chapter in their lives!

Brownson is excited about participating in
the Apostles Build for Habitat for Humanity in the spring of 2022. Twelve churches
giving the funds and volunteer hours to
build a Habitat for Humanity home. More
details and dates of the 2022 Apostles Build
coming soon.

Local Missions

Sandhills Food Bank

Brownson returned to our twice a month commitment at the
Food Bank. On Tuesday we packed food boxes for seniors
including juice, fruits and vegetables and several proteins. On
Thursday we assembled many more boxes for future packing
days and sorted crackers, fruit cups and cereal for this fall's
resumption of Backpack Pals. Our next volunteer opportunity
will be September 14 from 9-11 AM and September 16 from 1-3
PM. You can sign up online at foodbankcenc.org to participate.

Family Promise

Calling all cooks and sleepers!!
October 7-10 will be Brownson's week to host Family Promise.
Considering the current COVID status, as of now we plan to
concentrate on providing drop off meals and overnighters. If
interested in providing a meal or spending the night (VERY
nice private room) contact: Chris DiMarco: cdimarco@nc.rr.
com or 910-528-5169.

Food Bank
Backpack Pals
The Food Bank will be starting back up
with their Backpack Pals Initiative in
September. They have asked for contributions of the following:
--Individual Raisin Boxes
--Fruit Cups
--Individual Cracker Packets
--Beanies & Wienies
--Small Mac & Cheese Packets

We will be holding a month-long food
drive to collect these items in September. Please bring your donations
on Sunday mornings and leave in the
drop boxes in the Narthex and Atrium
or on Mondays from 10-2 on the cart in
the breezeway in the front circle. The
Local Mission Ministry Team is very
appreciative of your generosity and
willingness to give.
www.brownsonchurch.org
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“If you’re brave
enough to say
goodbye, life will
reward you with a
new hello.”
– Paulo Coelho
Dear Brownson Family,

We want to take this time to say farewell
to each one of you. Though we value the
connections and relationships we have
made over the years, our passions require
us to continue to the next chapter of life. We
know that southern California will provide
more opportunities for the next step in
both of our careers. It is our hope to retain
our loving relationship with our Brownson
family. Our combined farewell recital will
showcase some of our favorite songs we
have shared during our time at Brownson
to create an evening of fond memories
through music. We would like to extend a
loving thank you for your ongoing support.
As hard as it is to write this letter it’s a bittersweet moment.

Caleb Sasser and
DeAndrea Hargett

www.brownsonchurch.org Page 14

The search process has begun! On
July 11, 2021, the following members
were elected by the congregation to
serve on the APNC: Ann Edgerton
(Chair), Mandy Berg, Jack Dempsey,
Jane Maynard, and Bill Zell. The
Committee is currently reviewing
the job description for the Associate
Pastor of Congregational Care and
Connection and gathering required
information for the PC(USA)
website so that the opening may
be posted online. The updated job
description will also be posted on
Brownson’s website.
We ask for your help. Many
Brownson members have moved
here from out of state. If you’re
still in touch with your former
church staff or church friends or
know of someone who may be
interested in this position, please
spread the word about our search
for a new Associate Pastor. If you
have someone to suggest, contact
Ann Edgerton at 910.638.8260 or
annkedgerton@gmail.com or other
members of the Search Committee.

We will truly miss you all!

A concert featuring
Caleb and
DeAndrea will be
held on Sunday,
September 5
at 4 PM in the
Sanctuary.

An update from
the associate pastor
nominating
committee
[APNC]

Austin Vernon,
Director of Discipleship
and Missions receives
award at Union
Presbyterian Seminary
Austin was recently designated as Clark
Scholar for Excellence in the study of Greek
during the 2020-2021 school year. With
this designation came a financial award.
Congratulations Austin on your continued
hard work to complete the ordination
process.

We’re Hiring
Coffee Team Manager

Making coffee, setting up our Higher
Grounds coffee bar with cups,
creamers, sugar, etc., maintaining
supply of coffee and donuts before
and during our Fellowship Hour.
Hours are Sunday mornings from
9-11:30 AM. Due to the generosity of
an anonymous donor, this is a paid
position. To apply, send an email to
news@brownsonchurch.org.

Birthday Celebrations September

September 2
Phil Peterson
Virginia Samuels
September 3
Mandy Berg
Eleanor Carraher
Nancy Collins
Holly Daane
Sara Dent
Haley McGuirt
Dick Showalter
September 4
Judi Byington
Judy Harte
Christopher Maynor
Annaka Murphy
Bennett Moore
Ailish O'Brien
Linda Parsons
September 5
Mary Margaret
McGuire
September 6
Danna Bullock
Ann Edgerton
Mitchell Friesen
Ethan McClymont
Mary Margaret
McNeill
September 7
James Marino
Nancy McNiff
Lee Pittman
Jim Reid
September 8
Harry Beauchamp
June Berry
Phil Colwell
Leanne Miller Harte
Hank Roofe
Dick Westcott
September 9
Padraig Gibbons
Bill Berg
Barry Ivey
Madison Mulhaul
Mason Mulhaul
Philip Picerno
Rick Riordan
Steve Rostan
Jim Sugg
September 11
Art Edgerton
Ryan Ciccone
Bill Fitzgerald
Scott Kittrell
September 12
Kay Demyan
John Burns
Player McPhaul
Paul Sechrist

September 13
September 26
Nancy Beddingfield Jean Clark
Carrie Clark
Ford Kuester
Ebbie Monroe
Nammi Smith
September 14
September 27
Jean Ellis
Linda Branch
Fred Rose
Don Hiscott
Carol Wallace
Leah Grose
September 15
Paul McGuire
Trey Black
Don McLeod
John Hildebrand
September 28
Sue Jaehne
Martha Collier
Cindy Goodman
Katie De Blasio
Lou Roth
Karen Fisher
Jean Wallen
Madison McGuirt
September 16
Betsy Pry
Will Blackwood, IV
September 29
Betty Chandler
Mark Tibboel
Anne Huberth
September 30
Cleta Mitchell
Walt Nestvogel
Reggie Reid
Austin Rosenberger
September 17
Kenneth Goodman
George Morris
Sarah Mulhaul
John Robbins
September 18
Patrick Barry
Ginny Prescott
Jan Lindstrom
September 19
Carol Henderson
Sandy O'Donnell
September 20
Mary Mitchell Morris
Carole Roth
Cathy Roofe
September 21
Dianna Davis
Colleen Gibbons
Eric Kuester
September 22
Isabella Carroll
September 23
Marilyn Baxter
Leighanne Beidleman
Chelsea Carroll
September 24
Sherwood Blackwood
Louise Thomas
September 25
Melissa Andrews
Bonnie James
Charlie Patterson
Judy Romine
Lynn Sazama
John Strickland

September
Anniversaries

September 1
Bill & Bonnie Berger
Harry & Linda Webb
September 2
Frank & Martha Butler
Hank & Carol Wallace
September 3
Justin & Stephanie Ames
Barry & Lori Pry
September 6
Tyler & Sarah Mulhaul
September 7
Michael & Leah Grose
September 12
Herchel & Carol Spears
September 13
Clem & Kamron Monroe
September 16
Jeff & Lynda Acker
Tommy & Donna Chapin
Dick & Betty Rice
Jim & Emilie Simeon
September 17
Ed & Ginger Monroe
September 18
Steve & Chris DiMarco
Earl & Sue Nicholie
September 20
Bill & Mary Lee Gilmore
Asa & Michelle Moran
C.S. & Laurie Morris
September 22
Clark & Pat Groseth
Travis & Julie Pressley
September 23
Allen & Melody Williams
September 25
Anthony & Julie Haro
September 26
Buck & Jan Evans
Michael & Mara Fiskin
September 27
Mark Brzozowski & Emily Potter
Pat & Norma Henderson
September 28
Ken & Randi Laws
September 29
Dick & Harriet McCollum
www.brownsonchurch.org
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910.692.6252
www.brownsonchurch.org

Jed & Jenny Koball - Mission Co-Workers in Peru

Rev. John Hage, Senior Pastor
john@brownsonchurch.org
Rev. Carolyn Helms,
Transitional Associate Pastor of Congregational Care
carolyn@brownsonchurch.org
Rev. Bruce Benton, Pastoral Care Associate
brucebenton2@gmail.com
Kelli Garbett, Director of Children and their Families
children@brownsonchurch.org
John Tyson, Director of Music Ministries
music@brownsonchurch.org
Austin Vernon, Director of Discipleship and Missions
discipleship@brownsonchurch.org
Erin Wehrmeister, Director of Youth and their Families
youth@brownsonchurch.org
Stacey Burke, Bookeeper
finance@brownsonchurch.org
Sandra Arrington, Administrative Assistant
office@brownsonchurch.org
Marilyn Baxter, Director of Member Ministry
members@brownsonchurch.org
Dick Hart, Facilities Manager
facilities@brownsonchurch.org
Stacey Ostlund, Director of Communications
and Assistant to the Senior Pastor
news@brownsonchurch.org
Jamie Walker, Director of Brownson Learning Center
blcdirector@brownsonchurch.org

A missional community called to love and live in Christ
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