


Grace and peace,

Dear Brownson Church Family,

John
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Sunday, April 3
Sunday, May 1
Sunday, June 5

Join us on 
these Sundays

COMMUNION

Digest
Session

By now, we have been on our journey through the season of Lent for several 
weeks. I hope you are enjoying your time in small groups and the book No 
Cure for Being Human. I have especially enjoyed the time I have shared with my 
Sunday morning small group and the connections we are making.
We are preparing for Holy Week in hopes that we can all connect in ways we 
haven’t been able to over the past two years. We encourage you to invite a 
friend to church during this special time of year. We will begin the week on 
Palm Sunday - April 10, and on Thursday, April 14 we will have our Maundy 
Thursday Tenebrae Service at 7 PM. This is one of the most powerful services 
we have during the year. On Good Friday we will have a prayer service at 12 PM 
and on Easter Sunday, we will have our amazing choir along with members of 
Moore County Brass as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Following Easter, we are looking forward to a Church Barbecue on Sunday, May 
22 following the 11:10 AM service. We hope this will be a time of reconnection 
with our church family through fellowship and Jordan’s Barbecue! More details 
about registration will be coming soon. This is also Confirmation Sunday when 
our wonderful Confirmation Class will be joining our church. We hope you will 
be there to support their commitment to God and Brownson Church.

The Session of Brownson met on 
Monday, March 21 at 6:30 PM in 
the Conference Center, Room A. 
The Session welcomed two new 
members to our church family, 
Bill and Sue Martin.
Sue Ulrich, Co-Chair of the 
Personnel Ministry Team led 
the group in a devotional using 
the passage Ephesians 4:1-5.
The Session broke up into small 
groups to discuss ways in 
which we are inviting people 
back to church, both existing 
and new members, as we work 
our way out of the pandemic.
An update on the APNC was 
given. 
Julie Martin, Chair of the 
Nominating Committee 
provided the new members 
of the 2022 Nominating 
Committee that will be voted on 
at the Congregational Meeting 
on May 1 following the 11:10 
AM service.
The Session reviewed requested 
revisions to the Manual of 
Administrative Operations 
for 2022. These revisions were 
presented by each Ministry 
Team. The amendments were 
voted on and approved.

Loving God,
You always welcome us back.
No matter how far we have run, 
you seek us out.

Like a good shepherd, even when 
we have wandered away you come 
searching for us.

You seek us out and you call 
us by name.

The tone of your voice is not one of 
condemnation but rather the warm 
voice of love. When you see us, you 
draw close to us.

You pick us up in your trustworthy arms 
and you redirect our lives towards life.

This year more than any other year we 
need you to see us.
Our souls need to be reborn with the 
hope, possibility, and new life of Easter.

With so much unraveling and change 
in our world we need your everlasting 
promise of eternal life.

Help us Lord to hear you calling us 
back.  Amen.

Here is 
my prayer 

for this 
season.

Will you pray with me?
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YOU'RE INVITED TO JOIN US
THROUGHOUT HOLY WEEK
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D I S C I P L E S H I P
A D U L T

Brownson Connects  begins each 
week by gathering for donuts and coffee at 
Higher Grounds at 10 AM and then moving 
into connect groups for adults, youth, 
and children. These connect groups are a 
wonderful way to grow in your faith within 
a community of friends. They offer the 
friendship of a small group, the fellowship 
of a large group, and the depth of Sunday 
School.

Take a step toward 
deeper discipleship by 
joining a 
connect group!

The Ligon Bible Class - This 
Connect Group studies scripture 
and biblical themes through The 
Present Word quarterly curriculum. 
Join us on Sunday mornings 
in Conference Room B. All are 
welcome! Led by Mary Margaret 
McNeill. 
The Living Word Today 
(hybrid) – This Connect Group takes 
a non-partisan approach to Bible 
study, looking at current events 
through the lens of our Christian 
faith. Weekly discussions are based 
on The Wired Word curriculum, 
which pairs current events with 
scriptural insights. Join us on 
Sunday mornings in Conference 
Room A or on Zoom! Meeting ID: 
815 7201 6346, Passcode: 058642.
Donuts and Devotionals – This 
Connect Group explores some of 
the most important passages in the 
Bible. Bring your coffee and donuts 
to Conference Room C and join the 
conversation! Led by Austin Vernon. Bible Studies

Theology on Tap - A Bible study for the men of the church that meets on Wednesday evenings at 6 
PM. Join us at Table on the Green, 2205 Midland Rd, Pinehurst, NC 28374. Led by Charles Harris and 
Gerald Ostlund. 
Men's Prayer Breakfast - This group meets the first and third Tuesday of every month at 7 AM 
at Sizzlin’ Steak or Eggs. Each meeting begins with a meal and concludes with a devotional. All men 
of the church are welcome to join! Please contact Bill Berger at bill.ctr.berger1@gmail.com for more 
information.

BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ
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how to
with Brownson 

in person or online

CONNECT
In Person:

Online:

In person on Sunday mornings at 9 and 11:10 AM.
Higher Grounds and Brownson Connect Groups at the 10 o’clock hour in the Atrium.

No matter what time, day or night, you can find us and worship online.

If you need help connecting online, 
please contact:
Charlie Taylor

(digitalmedia@brownsonchurch.org) 
Over the phone or a personal visit can be set up 

to get you connected

vimeo.com/brownsonchurch facebook.com/brownsonchurch

You can view our services live at ourservice times in several ways: 

On a Roku device 
search Brownson Church

On AppleTV search Brownson Church

On your  Smart Phone:
In your App Store or on 
Google Play, download 
the Brownson Church 

App to your Smart Phone. 
Our app can send you 
notifications when our 

church goes live online. 
You can listen to music 

by the Chancel Choir, 
podcasts are available, 
and a library of small 

group lessons are housed 
in the Adult Discipleship 

tab. You can also know 
what’s happening for 
children and youth – 

right from 
your own device.

Carlson, Sue & Mike

Wood, David & Sue

Milam Family

Staal Family

NEW
MEMBERS

WELCOMES
BROWNSON

Martin, Bill & Sue 

The Archives house the history of Brownson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church from its inception.
The original history, written by Mrs. Haynes Britt and her 
daughter Ethel Blue Britt, covers the period from 1935-36 to 
1949.
Newsletters, Orders of Worship, Presbyterian Women, photos, 
and many other items are archived for keeping the church, 
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina, and PC(USA) informed about 
its strong history.

Initiated under the leadership of Rev. Harold Hyde the 
archives were established by Helen Kingsolver in the 80s 
followed by Mary Margaret McNeil, Leonora Wicker and 
currently Elaine M. Sills, Presbyterian Women Historian/
Archives.

Stay tuned for more details regarding accessing materials, etc.

From the Brownson Archives

BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ
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Caring M2M (Member to Member)
Congregational Care

During the season of Lent and Easter, we enter deeper reflection, desiring enhanced self-awareness and healthy change. Renewed 
commitment to the call on each of our lives to grow in grace and service is a beautiful gift often revealed in the Lenten journey.
Congregational Care and Connection provide the network at Brownson to find the space where your skills, gifts and talents can be 
used for the glory of God in service to His church and community. You can find the various ministries with opportunities to serve 
by visiting our website: http://www.brownsonchurch.org/congregational-care.
A new opportunity to serve
A new ministry being highlighted is a Memorial/Funeral service greeting team. The team will be comprised of twelve members. 
For each Memorial/Funeral service three greeters are needed. The team leader will send an email requesting three greeters for the 
scheduled service. Your season in life may allow you to be more flexible and available for this important ministry of care. Sara James 
recently served as a greeter for a memorial service at Brownson. After serving she stated, “I found the experience rewarding. The 
families were appreciative, and I also connected with people I had not seen in a while.” Please contact Carolyn Helms at 910-692-
6252 to share your desire to serve in this ministry.

Approaching my first Easter without my mother and still in a 
state of disbelief and emptiness, I found myself 

yearning for a visible metaphor of resurrection. I chose to support my church 
fundraiser for our youth of raising caterpillars that are timed to enter the chrysalis 
stage and emerge as butterflies for an Easter morning release. My family had released 
butterflies at my mother’s burial service.
All was progressing as expected with a triumphant release on Easter morning at 

church. Two of the three emerged on Holy 
Saturday and one remained intact…which 
happened to be the one I had named after my 
mother. After the drive to church, I noticed that 
the one remaining intact struggled to emerge 
and then became motionless. It weighed on me 
that the reassurance I so desperately sought 
was not forthcoming.
“I killed this butterfly,” I thought. “Why did 
I take it to church and upset it with the car 
ride? Whatever made me think it was a good 
idea to name it after my mother anyway?” 
And then, “Why did God have to do this to me 
this Easter? Doesn’t God understand what I’m 
going through right now? Couldn’t God take 
care of one stupid little butterfly?”
I decided to take the chrysalis into the woods 
and leave it. Perhaps the butterfly was still alive 

and would emerge? I would never know, but I could always cling to that hope. That 
evening I was reluctant to look in the butterfly cage, but some movement caught my 
eye. There sat a butterfly, triumphantly fanning her wings. Instantly I was struck by 
more than just the butterfly.
That image remains a powerful metaphor, reassuring and resurrecting in its own 
right: the suffering, the pain, the hopelessness, the empty tomb, the exhilarating 
joy, the new and glorious life. I began to see my grief as the traumatized struggling 
butterfly in the hands of a loving, merciful Father. I learned to trust that through God’s 
grace something beautiful and new would emerge even in the face of my weakness, 
tears, pain, and hopelessness. I, too, would live again, now, and forever. The Lord is 
risen! He is risen indeed! Yet above these signs of death and struggle—a living Savior!
When you find yourself wondering "Does God understand what I am going through?" 
and you feel challenged to have hope and faith during your time of grief, know that 
you have a Stephen Minister waiting to walk this journey with you...waiting for you to 
emerge as a butterfly.
Please contact Carolyn Helms to receive your gift of a Stephen 
Minister in your time of need.

Does God understand 
what I’m going through right now?

Stephen 
Ministry
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REGISTER AND PAY ONLINE AT 
BROWNSONCHURCH.ORG/REGISTRATION
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Sunday Morning:
Nursery for ages 0-3
Kids Worship for ages 4-2nd Grade

Brownson Kids have been having so much fun learning and growing 
together! From nights at the Trampoline Park and painting pottery, to 
families playing kickball, to serving at The Coalition, to learning about 
the light of life with Neon Night, and so much more…it’s an exciting 
time to be a Brownson Kid! 

BROWNSON
K I D S

Ways to Connect

Sunday Evening:
Kids Music at 4:15 PM
Kids Connect at 5:00 PM

June 12-15 - Mission Possible Camp for 3rd-5th Grades
June 20-23 - Monumental Vacation Bible School
July 25-29 - Community Camp at Brownson

Summer Programs:
Upcoming
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Introducing 
Brownson’s Interim Organist 

David Jesse Cleavinger began his 
musical studies at age six, giving his 
first performances at age 9. A native 
of the Cincinnati area, he grew 
up exploring many facets of the 
arts, such as community and high 
school musical theatre, studio art 
classes, where he earned three gold 
medals in the National Scholastic 
Competition, and two seasons 
singing with the Cincinnati May 
Festival Youth Chorus.
He graduated in May 2021 from 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, 
earning his Bachelor of Music 
in piano performance under the 
tutelage of Drs. Siok Lian Tan and 
Frank Huang, and had the privilege 
of studying organ and harpsichord 
under Cincinnati Symphony 
Keyboardist, Heather MacPhail. 
Past intensives include the Schmidt 
Youth Vocal Institute (2016), the 
Brevard Music Center Summer 
Institute and Festival (2017), the 
American Institute of Musical 
Studies in Graz, Austria (2018), 
and Festival Baltimore (2019). He 
has worked under esteemed artists 
such as Dr. Jihye Chang (Florida 
State), Prof. Audrey Luna (Miami 
University), Dr. Kenneth Griffiths 
(Cincinnati Conservatory), and Dr. 
Asiya Korepanova.
David collaborates quite frequently, 
enjoying instrumental and vocal 
opportunities. He teaches privately, 
is an avid bibliophile, and can be 
found on Sunday mornings serving 
as organist at Brownson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church.

David Jesse

April 3 - First with Families Church Talent Show
April 10 - Easter Baking Challenge - Celebration and Study of Palm Sunday and Easter
April 17 - No Evening Programs - Easter
April 24 - Fun and Fellowship

Kids Connect
in April:
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April 3: Church Talent Show
April 10: Games and Fellowship
April 17: Easter-No youth meeting
April 24: Christians vs. Romans

Drop By Between 6:00 – 7:30 PM
Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall
330 S May St.
Southern Pines, NC 28387

Youth Sunday took place on 
Sunday, March 20. The youth 
participated in all aspects of 
worship, provided help for the 
ushers, and even helped with 
donuts at Higher Grounds. Olivia 
Blackwood, a senior at Pinecrest 
High School provided the sermon. 
Thank you to all who participated 
in this annual tradition. 

Youth 
Sunday

Hockey Trip: The youth went to Raleigh 
to see the Carolina Hurricanes play the 

Columbus Blue Jackets. We enjoyed a fun bus 
ride, atmosphere, and the Canes winning!

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

Pancake 
Breakfast: 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
supported the 

youth in person 
or by donation 

during the 
pancake breakfast 

fundraiser. The 
youth enjoyed 

serving and 
seeing all your 
smiling faces!

Come Join the Fun of Cub Scouts!
Information meeting and sign up will be Monday April 18, 2022

Upcoming Youth Events in April
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Spring is here and we couldn’t be more 
excited. We have so many fun and exciting 
things happening at BLC. We will be 
hosting our annual Bike-a-Thon April 27-
28. Our children love bringing their little 
bikes to school and pedaling their little 
hearts out to help raise funds for new and 
exciting play and learning materials for 
our school along with raising money for 
our Suellen Nesbit Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. Our scholarship money is used to 
provide families the chance to attend our 
amazing preschool who may not otherwise 
be able to attend. If you feel led to donate to 
our Bike-a-Thon or to make a donation for 
scholarships, please make checks payable 
to BLC or contact our program director at 
blcdirector@brownsonchurch.org with any 
questions.

BIKE-A-THON APRIL  27 - 28
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The Circle Leaders 
for 2022 are:

Circle 1 Trish Harris 690-9202 and 
Crystal Blue 850-1982
4th Thursday at 7 PM
Circle 2 Linda Bryant 992-8256 
2nd Tuesday at 10:00 AM
Circle 3 Sandra Olbon 603-4804 
2nd Monday at 12:00 PM
Circle 4 Kathy McPherson 420-0413 
1st Thursday at 10:15 AM
Circle 6 Blanche Woodruff 725-2460 
and Libby Marsh 692-9247 
2nd Monday at 10:00 AM
Circle 7 Sara James 690-5361 and 
Robyn Lam 603-1450 
3rd Monday at 5:30 PM

Women members of 
BMPC are invited to visit 
and join a Circle when 
the time is right for you. 

Contact a Circle Leader for 
more information.

JOIN
a circle

Nuture Faith, Support  Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community
Presbyterian Women

Bible Study
Was Bathsheba viewed as a manipulator, 
a victim, or someone who was ignored or 
treated as totally unimportant? How brave 
was Mary, a young girl, to say “Yes!” to 
God? Discussions and answers to these 
questions are offered in our Bible study, 
“What My Grandmothers Taught Me.” We 
continue learning about the women who 
were a part of Jesus’s genealogy.
Join us to learn more about these unique 
women of the Bible. Contact Mary Foster, 
our membership chair, at 910-690-3118 
or mvfoster1965@gmail.com for more 
information.

One of the ways Presbyterian Women reach 
beyond our walls is having two Circles 

and individual members provide meals for 
Family Promise once a quarter.

Morgan Sills, Executive Producer of Judson Theatre Company, 
shared some interesting facts about the past, present, and future 
of theatre at our last PW gathering on March 21. After missing this 
opportunity last year due to Covid, we were pleased that Morgan was 
able to reschedule with us this spring.

Our “Stay at Home Tea” has been very 
successful in raising scholarship funds for 
our students. Thank you to all of you who
have donated to this very worthy cause of 
investing in the next generation. We are 
still accepting funds so please feel free to 
donate.
There is still time to apply for a scholarship. 
PW 2022 Scholarships are due April 15, 
2022. High School seniors, college and 
divinity students who are members of 
Brownson may pick up an application 
in the church office. Or visit www.
brownsonchurch.org/pw.

THANK

YOU
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Local Missions

Virtual Sandhills Crop Hunger Walk

The virtual Sandhills Crop Hunger Walk will be April 24, 2022. The website is 
ready for donations and may be made online @https://events.crophungerwalk.
org/2022/event/southernpinesnc.
In 2022 we continue to fight against disease, disaster, displacement and other 
challenges that leave people hungry and thirsty. Join us as we raise funds to 
help neighbors near and far get the help they need today as well as sustainable 
food security for tomorrow.
Church World Services has been resettling Afghan refugees and our plans are 
being formed to help resettle the Ukrainians as well.
Contact Libby Marsh (910.690.9600) for further information. 

Local Missions had a busy, yet fruitful, 
month volunteering! Thank you to all 
the volunteers who came to Sandhills 
Coalition, the Food Bank and especially the 
Habitat Apostles Build.
We started our new volunteer opportunity 
at the Indiana Street office of the Sandhills 
Coalition, sorting donated clothes for the 
needy! We'll have this and other projects 
each month on the third Wednesday 
from 10-12 PM. Contact Jan Lindstrom at 
mjlindstrom75@gmail.com.
We resumed our monthly volunteer day 
at the Food Bank, packing 100 boxes for 
distribution to seniors in need. Mark your 
calendar for the second Tuesday morning 
of each month from 9-11 AM if you'd like 
to help. Contact Bob McCall at rdm36@
charter.net to find out how to sign up!
Thank you to the 20+ volunteers who 
worked at the Habitat Apostles Build 
March 10-12. We learned many new 
skills, like installing siding and windows, 
cutting and taping insulation board and 
using power tools. The Habitat leaders 
were so friendly and helpful, making the 
experience fun and meaningful.

 April 24, 2022
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days.

hour away for one church.

THREE
TWO
ONE

Here’s what we have planned:
- Faith and fellowship for the whole 
church family 
(all generations are invited!)
- One hour away for a two-night stay
- Hotel style accommodations
- Fun activities for people of all ages
- Intergenerational Worship 
on Sunday morning
- All meals are included
Price:
• $150 - Single
• $200 - Couples or Small Families 
(2-4 people)
• $250 - Families of 5+

Brownson Church Weekend Away

Brownson is hard at work planning a weekend away for our 
church family! We invite you to join us as an individual or bring 

the entire family to a fun weekend at 
Caraway Conference Center

To register and pay online visit: brownsonchurch.org/registration or call Sandra in the church office (692.6252).

Sept 23-25

nights.

321

save the date:Renewal
Connection

All Generations
Fellowship
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Anniversaries
April
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April 2
Pat Keffer
Liz Meares

April 3
Bill Bower
Penny Enroth
Ashley Molloy

April 4
Susie Boals
Robert Fitch
Gail Hicks
Ross Leonard, II 
Justine Ostlund

April 5
Callip Hall

April 6
Steve Good
Kristen Leach
Elaine Sills

April 7 
Joe Cain
E. G. Good
Ashley Haddock
Abby Pittman

April 8
Grace Ames
Frank Dean 
Pam Ferguson
Michael Pandich
Bill Reynolds

April 9
Mara Fiskin
Jacob Myrick
Jim Patterson

April 10
Pat Dean
Mary Edwards
Asa Moran
Grace Morrison

April 11
Anne Callison 
Stacey Ostlund
Reagan Parsons
Gladys Willer

April 12
Don Crowder 
Don Dowd
Pat Groseth 
Cara Herring
Legrand Scruggs
Mickey Wilson

April 13
Marcia Davis
John Krahnert
Kathy McPherson

April 15
Emi Briggs
Nick Chandler
Steve Floyd
James Murphy

April 16
Lisa Hughes

April 17
Maxine Gilmore
Melinda Parker

April 18
Susan Bowness
Norma Henderson
Melissa Mang
David Martin

April 19
Lois Holt

April 20
Katie Kuester
Susan Sanders

April 21
Chris DiMarco
Mark Futrell
Carol Peters

April 22
Mark Leach

April 23
Pat Allen
Missy Brown
Butch Chandler, Jr.

April 24
Susan Bachelder 
Allie Ballard
Dan Bennett
Bill Giles
Mia Martin 
Shirley McIver

April 25
Barry Blasko, III 
Matthew Eddy
Carol Lamphier 
Mark Lindstrom
Carolyn Pratley

April 26 
Max Henson
Frank Shaw

April 27
Laura Cates

April 28
Sue Davis
Cathy Coats Harpster
Harry Berg

April 29 
Pearl Hage 
Galen Laurence
Nancy Lopez
Jackson Smith

April 30
John Cates
Pennie Duggins 
Sandy McIver
Alice Thomas

April 1 
James & Kay Demyan

April 3
Craig & Beth Pryor

April 4
William & Sara Dent
Gates & Trish Harris

April 6
Brian & Leigh Ann Platt

April 7
Mike & Bea Fields

April 8 
Daniel & Andrea Cain

April 10
Walt & Vivian Dower
Jim & Gail Hicks
Kent & Ulli Misegades

April 12
Rob & Erin Pollock

April 13
Kyle & Janelle Henson

April 14
Dennis & Dee Lombard
Ezra & Bonnie Quesenberry

April 16
Don & Linda Branch

April 17
John & Sherry Kimbell 
Tom & Nancy Reams

April 19
Marshall & Judi Byington

April 21
Fred & Carol Monroe

April 23
Xan & Gena Smith

April 25
Bobby & Josephine Vause

April 26
John & Peggy Calhoun

April 27
John & Doris McPhaul

April 28
Drew & Laura Kessell
Rusty & Allison Smith

April 29
David Ray & Crystal Blue
Marcus & Cathy Larose
Charlie & Davene Patterson

April 30
Callip & Christine Hall
Nick & Kjirsti Myles
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Sunday Worship
9 & 11:10 AM in person 
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910.692.6252

www.brownsonchurch.org
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