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2022 Advent Sermon Series

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

And God is Called…

Isaiah 9:6
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The Session of Brownson met on 
Monday, November 14 at 6:30 PM. 
We welcomed 18 new members to 
the Brownson Church family. They 
are Blake & Lynnae Benton, Gerrie 
Reeves, Sarah & Derek Minkus, 
Laura & Jackson Sveen, Owen & 
Erin Brisson, Bill & Sheila Rock, 
Alex & Meagan Patti, Laura and 
Jonathan Pryor, Neil & Catherine 
Robinette, Alice Sherrod and Rev. 
David Sherrod (Friend of Brown-
son). We were thrilled to welcome 
all their 10+ children as well!
A devotional was given by elder 
Shauna Lovin.
The Presbytery’s Commission on 
Ministry West co-chairs Linda 
Hayes and Bucky Holmes present-
ed their final report to Session fol-
lowing their listening team’s ear-
lier visit. They affirmed Rev. John 
Hage’s ministry, made recommen-
dations to Session, stated that their 
process is concluded and encour-
aged the church to move forward 
with its work.
The Session voted and approved a 
Congregational Meeting for Sun-
day, December 18 immediately 
following worship. The purpose of 
the meeting is to vote on the mem-
bers of the APNC for Discipleship 
and Missions.
The Session voted and approved 
letters of transfers for Freddie 
Woronoff McAlhany and Ginny 
Prescott, as well as Jane and Paul 
Whit Howard who wish to main-
tain an Affiliate Membership at 
White Memorial Presbyterian 
Church.

Dear Brownson Church Family,

JohnGrace and Peace,

“What's in a name?” This is Shakespeare’s question in Romeo and Juliet, 
and it is an important one. We know that a name gives identity and 
meaning. How many of us can remember a family member instructing 
us, “remember your name.” This year, our Advent sermon series entitled, 
And God is Named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. We will study the names given to our Savior in the book of 
Isaiah as gateways to understanding the promise of our coming Lord. We 
pray that by studying these names we might more deeply understand the 
majesty and wonder of Emmanuel, “God with us.” 
We have been planning an amazing Advent and Christmas season. 
I really hope that these services may encourage you in this season of 
wonder, and majesty.
I also want to thank all of you who have made a commitment to Brownson 
Church during the 2023 pledge campaign. (If you haven’t it is not too late. 
Every commitment helps the mission of our church).
In November, Brownson made a huge impact by feeding the hungry 
through our November food drive, teaching at Brownson Buddies, 
teaching 3-5th graders the good news of the Bible, bringing flowers to the 
sick, consoling the grieving (All Saints Sunday), welcoming new members 
(18 in the month of November) and encouraging the struggling through 
Stephen Ministry and other care teams. I see God’s work through you, 
and I am so grateful.
I want to thank you for being a missional community called to love and 
live in Christ.
I am so proud to be part of this community.

For a child has been 
born for us, a son given 

to us;
authority rests upon 

his shoulders; and he is 
named

Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6
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Sunday, November 27  – First Sunday of Advent 
9 & 11:10 AM Services 
10 AM Higher Grounds and Connect Groups
Sunday, December 4 – Second Sunday of Advent 
9 & 11:10 AM Services 
10 AM Higher Grounds and Connect Groups 2:30 PM – A joint 
concert with the choirs of Brownson Church and Trinity AME 
Zion Church in the Sanctuary 
3:30 PM – Caroling to our homebound members 4:30 PM – Chili 
Supper in Fellowship Hall
Saturday, December 10 – Christmas Cantata 
6-6:45 PM Reception with refreshments in the Atrium 
7 PM – Cantata in the Sanctuary or online vimeo.com/brown-
sonchurch
Sunday, December 11 – Third Sunday of Advent 
9 AM – Traditional Sunday Worship 
10 AM Higher Grounds and Connect Groups 
11:10 AM – Christmas Cantata
Sunday, December 18 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9 & 11:10 AM Services 
10 AM Higher Grounds and Connect Groups
Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
4 PM – Service for Families 
6 PM – Service with Candlelight, Carols and Communion
Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day 
One service @ 11:10 AM – Hymn Sing

To worship with us online visit: vimeo.com/brownsonchurch

Calendar
Advent

4
10 11

24

18
25

Brownson Advent Events

BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ
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Elizabeth

It may be hard to believe, but the Christmas season is upon us! I know 
that for many of us, when we think about the month of December, 
the first thing we think is – “BUSY.” 

Sure, it would be nice to focus on joy, cheer, and oh by the way – the 
birth of Jesus – but this season often becomes one of stress and anxiety. 
There are gifts to buy and wrap. There are events to attend. There are 
dinners to plan. There are end of the year work projects to finish. There 
are decorations to arrange. There are family gatherings to coordinate, 
which can often be its own source of anxiety as we navigate tricky family 
dynamics (we all have them!). It’s not exactly a “relaxing” time.
The irony of this busy season in our lives is that the Advent season is 
actually about waiting. Waiting can, of course, bring its own anxieties. 
There is an inherent tension in the act of waiting, with the expectation 
and hope of that for which we wait. And yet, waiting also invites us into 
a posture of stillness and presence to the truth in front of us. The waiting 
of Advent calls us to reflect on the places in our lives in need of Christ’s 
hope. Where do we need to feel the in-breaking of God in our lives? 
Where is Christ’s incarnate love needed in our world today? In the midst 
of the busyness of our lives, where do we encounter the movement of the 
Holy Spirit?
There is no way to avoid the chaos of the holiday season, but I hope you 
might also experience the beauty of the waiting, the noticing, and the 
hoping for new life to come. When Christmas arrives after the waiting, 
may you find joy in the magic and mystery brought to us in the manger.

Congregational Care
Caring M2M (Member to Member)

Join us on December 4 at 2:30 PM for an afternoon of Christmas 
music, caroling, and a chili supper! We will hear a joint concert between 
the Brownson choir and Trinity AME Zion at 2:30 PM in the Brownson 
Sanctuary. At 3:30 PM, we will go out caroling to our homebound church 
members. We know you will be hungry after singing, so we will then re-
turn to the church after caroling for a chili supper in Fellowship Hall. If 
you would like to bring a crockpot of chili, please drop it off in Fellowship 
Hall by 4:30 PM. 
We hope you can take part in this afternoon of Christmas cheer!

Concert, Caroling and Chili!

Experience the beauty of waiting.
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A child of God who walks beside someone who is hurting.
A Christian friend who listens, cares, prays, supports, and encourages.
Have you felt the call as a congregation member to share your caregiving gift 
to provide Help, instill Hope & nurture Healing to someone who is experienc-
ing difficulties in their life?
The first step is to find out more on how to be involved. Please reach out to Eliz-
abeth Doolin or one of Brownson's Stephen Leaders for additional information 
about this life-changing ministry that has been serving our congregation for 
nearly forty years. Prayerfully consider joining this caregiving team—training 
begins in January 2023.
Stephen Leader Team: Elizabeth Doolin, Jack Dempsey, Kathy Desmond, Judie 
Henry, Pat Henry, Priscilla McLeod, and Steve Leggett.

aStephenMinisteris...

Everlasting LightEverlasting Light
THE PROMISE OF CHRISTMAS

Join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus with the stunning Christmas Cantata “Everlasting Light,” featuring Moore 
County Brass and instrumentalists from across the state of NC. The Worship Ministry is so excited to celebrate this 

season with you! Invite your friends and family!
Bro

wns
on Christmas Cantata

Saturday, December 10 at 7 PM free and open to the public 
A reception with refreshments will take place in the Atrium from 6-6:45 PM

Sunday, December 11 at the 11:10 AM service

The 
first 
step 
is to 
find out 
more on 
how 
to be 
involved.
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Dear friends,
Roy G. Biv sets the rules in our home. When Thiago was two years old, Jed was inspired to teach 
him the colors of the rainbow: Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo and Violet (although 
Purple often suffices for the last two). To Jed’s surprise the lesson stuck! It was later reinforced 
when Thiago started pre-school at a day care center that happened to be named Nido Arco Iris 
– the “Rainbow Day Care.” However, for Thiago the lesson was more than just the names of 
colors, it was also a matter of how the world should be ordered. So, to this day, you will find all 
of Thiago’s belongings (toys, 
action figures, magic mark-
ers, etc.) grouped and lined 
up around our home by col-
or and in perfect order as 
dictated by Roy G. Biv.
Such order and routine can 
bring comfort amid un-
certainty. It can help make 
sense of what otherwise 
feels chaotic. And yet, fix-
ation on the way we order 
our world also has its limita-
tions as it can unintention-
ally teach us to exclude and 
discriminate.
Recently, Thiago’s school cel-
ebrated its 20th anniversary 
with a week of special activ-
ities. Among the events, the 
parents of each classroom 
were charged with creating 
and presenting a playful and educational skit for the children. One of the parents from Thiago’s 
class took the lead and wrote a short play about the colors of the rainbow, all of whom were 
friends and got along well with one another. The skit reached a critical moment when a new 
color came along – the color black – who also wanted to be part of the rainbow group of friends. 
In the original version of the skit, the color black was depicted as sad because it did not fit into 
the colors of the rainbow, and to join in the fun it had to change itself and become a new color.

Thiago has always loved to draw and color trucks and cars in the order of the colors of 
the rainbow, but now he includes black, brown, gray and every other color he can find.

When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth. 

Genesis 9:16

The
Rainbow 

of Hope

A Letter from
Jed and 

Jenny Koball,
Serving in

Peru
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Rev. Jed Koball is a PC(USA) 
Mission Co-Worker serving in 
Peru with the Joining Hands 
Network. Jenny Koball manag-
es the Young Adult Volunteer 
program for PC(USA) in Peru. 
Brownson Church has worked 
with Jed to organize our mis-
sion work with the School for 
the Deaf in Nueva Cajamarca 
in the Peruvian High Jungle. 
Brownson is planning to return 
to Peru in the summer of 2023 
to continue our work in the 
country. Three ways you can 
help: pray for a successful mis-
sion, donate to help defray the 
cost of the trip or to enhance 
the project, or join the trip! Look 
for more specifics in the new 
year or contact Austin Vernon 
to discuss the possibilities.

As you might imagine, Jenny was concerned about the underlying message of the skit, 
and so she started asking questions: What does this say to those who feel like they don’t 
fit in? Must they change their identity to be part of the group? And what does this say 
about the color black? In our racist society, will this not perpetuate discrimination and 
exclusion?

Mind you, this en-
tire conversation 
with the parents 
was taking place in 
a WhatsApp group. 
For nearly 24 hours 
after Jenny post-
ed her questions, 
there was not a 
single comment or 
reaction. Certainly, 
there were conver-
sations happening 
offline though be-
cause the next day 
several parents – al-
most in unison – re-
sponded that they 
agreed with Jenny. 
And together, they 
re-wrote the skit so 

that the color Black was welcomed into the rainbow group of friends just as it was.
You might ask – what does this have to do with our ministry in Peru? What does this 
have to do with the work of global partners? The answer – directly, very little! And yet, 
indirectly, everything!
It is not a giant leap to connect the teaching of colors in pre-school to the ordering of 
society at large. In a land once colonized by outside forces that established a hierarchi-
cal caste system in which the color white was at the top and black at the bottom, it is 
not insignificant to consider the value we place on colors today. Just as importantly, it 
is imperative that we practice welcoming one another just as we are created – with no 
expectations that others will change to fit our paradigms. To the contrary, it is we who 
aspire not to discriminate nor exclude who must change our ways of ordering the world 
so that others can be their most true and freest selves. This is the practice of ministry. 
It does not happen only during office hours, rather in every aspect of life – a life we are 
grateful for and privileged to share with you.
On the day of the big show at the pre-school, there were still a couple of parents con-
cerned that the inclusion of the color black in the rainbow might confuse the children. 
To our surprise, another parent in support of Jenny’s suggestions responded that it 
would be more confusing for them when they get older and are unable to recognize 
their hidden biases of color. In the end, it was the children themselves who gave the 
final verdict. When asked if the color black should be included in the rainbow, they 
answered together with great enthusiasm, “Siiiii!!!!”
And so it is that the law of Roy G. Biv has been amended in our household. Thiago now 
insists black and brown and white and pink and gray and every other color have a place 
in the rainbow. You could say that this is our sign and our covenant – a reminder to us 
that we must always be open to changing our ways so that all of life may be revered.
For the ways in which you have expressed welcome, kindness, love and support to us 
and to the global partners we walk with, we are so very grateful. And know that you, 
too, are forever welcome in our home.
In the Spirit of Covenant,

Jenny (the color Red) and other parent’s from Thiago’s class won first prize for their skit 
about friendship, welcome and the colors of the rainbow.

Jenny and Jed

"They shall not 
hurt or destroy 
on all my holy 

mountain."
Isaiah 65:25



A Note From 
Your Moderator

As we enter the Christmas season and 
engage in all its activities with great an-
ticipation, it is important to pause for a 
moment to reflect 
upon the many 
blessings that we 
have and have been 
able to share with 
each other. In 1888, 
the early members 
of Presbyterian 
Women established 
its fall Thank Offer-
ing to express “one’s 
appreciation to 
the Lord” for such 
blessings over and 
above one’s usual 
contribution. These worldwide collected 
funds are used to provide much needed 
financial assistance to 20–30 worthwhile 
programs chosen by the Creative Min-
istries Offering Committee, of which at 
least 40% support health ministry’s serv-
ing the most marginalized members of 
God’s community. There is still time for 
each of us to contribute this year. Please 
contact your Circle Leader or Missions & 
Celebration Giving Leader Sandra Olbon 
at 910.603.4804 to make your donation by 
year’s end. Thank you so much for sup-
porting this worthwhile program.

Book Discussion

Presbyterian Women
Nuture Faith, Support  Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community
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Glad Tidings We Bring
The entire congregation and guests are invited to the PW Gathering on Sunday, 
December 4 at 2:30 PM in the Sanctuary. The choirs of Brownson and Trinity AME 
Zion will join together to ring in the holidays with a festive Christmas concert for 
all ages. Following the concert, join others at 3:30 PM for Brownson’s annual local 
caroling that ends with a chili supper in Fellowship Hall.
Support A Missions Organization
Do you have a favorite local or global non-profit organization that could benefit 
from financial support for its mission work? Thanks to our recent note card sales 
project, the PW Mission Fund will be able to award up to a total of $3,000 to se-
lected organizations. To nominate a deserving group, please complete the Mission 
Project Application found in the church office or on the PW webpage. Application 
deadline is January 15, 2023. All will be reviewed by the PW Coordinating Team, 
with decisions made by March 1, 2023. For more information, contact Sandra Ol-
bon at 910.603.4804.
PW Scholarships
Beginning this month, PW Scholarship Applications are available in the church 
office and on the PW webpage. Scholarships will be awarded to deserving Brown-
son members seeking college, graduate, or divinity school degrees for the 2023–24 
school year. Application deadline is April 15, 2023. For more information, contact 
Linda Webb at 910.690.2919.
Note Cards
We still have a selection of note cards available for sale. Order forms are available 
in the church office, in front of the PW Bulletin Board in the Atrium or contact 
Priscilla McLeod at 910.695.5551.

BIBLE STUDY continues this month with Lesson Four—Sabbath and Surrender
Join one of Brownson’s six Circles to participate. For more information, contact Membership Leader Nancy Ahlfeld.

Join other Presbyterian Women across the country via 
Zoom to discuss the book, Call Me a Woman—On our 

Way to Equality and Peace, on January 9, 6:30–8:30 PM. To 
participate, register at 

www.presbyterianwomen.org/justice.
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Contact Moderator Betsy Robinson at 910.639.0695 or Membership Leader Nancy Ahlfeld at 910.235.4646.
WanttoKnowMore?

Instructor Jane Long of Bethesda Presbyterian Church

FABRIC                           WORKSHOP

"Out of the Darkness"
Thanks to the generosity and talents of Instructor Jane Long of Bethesda Presbyterian Church, 10 Brown-
son women worked together to create a beautiful fabric wall hanging entitled “Out of the Darkness.” 
All involved marveled about the benefits of participating in this project, including the new friendships 
formed and the inspiration the hanging will bring when seen by those seeking strength and renewal.

Arts



www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 12

Brownson U
We are excited to share the many faith formation opportunities available at Brown-
son. We have offerings on Sunday mornings, along with mid-week studies to fit your 
schedule. If you’re looking to grow in your faith journey amongst a community of 
friends, we encourage you to attend one or several of these offerings. Whether you’ve 
been at Brownson for decades or you’re just visiting, there is a place for you!
If you have any questions or need assistance connecting to one of our adult disciple-
ship offerings, please reach out to Austin Vernon at discipleship@brownsonchurch.
org or call 910-692-6252.
Brownson Connects
Brownson Connects, our Sunday morning program, meets at 10 AM in the Atrium. 
After connecting with friends over coffee and donuts at Higher Grounds, children, 
youth, and adults break off into their respective classes, which are called connect 
groups. You can find a list of adult connect groups below.
Connect groups offer the friendship of a small group, the fellowship of a large group, 
and the depth of Sunday School. Take a step toward deeper discipleship by joining a 
connect group!

The Ligon Bible Class -  This connect group studies scripture and biblical themes 
through The Present Word quarterly curriculum. Join us on Sunday mornings in Con-
ference Room B. Led by Linda Branch and Mary Margaret McNeill.

The Living Word Today (hybrid) – This connect group takes a non-partisan ap-
proach to Bible study, looking at current events through the lens of our Christian 
faith. Weekly discussions are based on The Wired Word curriculum, which pairs 
current events with scriptural insights. Join us on Sunday mornings in Conference 
Room A or on Zoom! Meeting ID: 825 8501 9818. Passcode: 664945.

Donuts and Devotionals – This connect group explores some of the most important 
passages in the Bible. This month we will be studying the theme “Go Tell.” Bring 
your coffee and donuts to Conference Room C and join the conversation! Led by 
Austin Vernon.

Bible Studies.
Theology on Tap - A Bible study for the men of the church that meets on Wednes-
day evenings at 6 PM. Through the month of December, we will be going through a 
study called “Advent of the Savior.” Join us at Midland Country Club, 2205 Midland 
Rd, Pinehurst, NC 28374. Led by Charles Harris and Gerald Ostlund.
Men's  Tuesday Fellowship Breakfast - This group meets the first and third Tuesday 
of every month at 7 AM at Sizzlin’ Steak or Eggs. Each meeting begins with a meal 
and concludes with a devotional. All men of the church are welcome to join! Please 
contact Bill Berger at bill.ctr.berger1@gmail.com for more information.

ADULTdiscipleship
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This year, there are two options available for daily devotionals during Advent.
Advent Devotionals

This year, there are two options available for daily devotionals during Advent. You are 
welcome to pick up copies in the Atrium anytime during the month of December. We pray 
these devotionals will lead to deeper connection to Christ during the season of Advent, as 
we eagerly await the good news of our Savior’s birth!
Attending to Advent: Poetry, Prose, and Prayer – The weeks leading up to 
Christmas can be hectic and full. The opportunity to pause and attend to Advent can get 
lost amid preparations for the big holiday, vacation plans or end-of-year work. This daily 
devotional, which includes submissions from poets you have read in the pages of the Pres-
byterian Outlook, invites readers to pause and reflect on narratives in the Christmas story. 
Each week, the devotions address a different theme: Week 1: Mary; Week 2: Joseph; Week 
3: Herod; Week 4: the Christ child; Christmas Eve: Emmanuel. Daily readings will take 
us deeper into the scriptural story of the birth of Christ and explore contemporary sub-
jects like parenting, power, war and violence, vulnerability, innocence, and the many ways 
God’s incarnation can be experienced.

From Generation to Generation – Beginning with the first Sunday in Advent, this 
daily devotional follows the Christmas story through Epiphany. Each day offers some-
thing new: commentary, poetry, visual art, hymns, journaling, and recipes to cook as a 
Sabbath practice. As you walk through these prompts and readings day by day, may you 
remember that you belong—to a story etched into the wrinkles of time, to generations that 
have come before and will come after, to a love that won’t let you go.



In November 
we welcomed 
the following 

new members!

A 
welcome 

to our

New 
Members
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18
Alice Sherrod and Rev. Da-

vid Sherrod 
(Friend of Brownson)

*not pictured: Sarah & Derek Minkus, Neil & Catherine Robinette

Laura & Jackson Sveen
Alex & Meagan Patti

Bill & Sheila Rock

Laura and Jonathan Pryor

Owen & Erin Brisson Blake & Lynnae Benton

Gerrie Reeves
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"Great memories 
werE made".
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local
Missions

Successful Food Drive Local Missions had a busy November as 
we counted our blessings and launched 
Brownson Buddies Homework Helpers 
at Southern Pines Elementary School! 
We presently have more students than 
volunteers so we're asking for your 
prayerful consideration to give an hour 
on Tuesday afternoons to read with 
a third grader. The best sound in the 
world is when Ms. Sydrena announces 
that time is up, and the room fills with 
groans! We're having fun and accom-
plishing a lot!

With just a few families left to adopt, 
please consider being the light for a 
family this Christmas. To be paired 
with a family, please contact Brenda 
Hiscott (hiscott@icloud.com). Food 
vouchers will also be available to pick 
up on Sunday mornings in December 
from Brenda in the Atrium to be in-
cluded with your gifts to each family. 
The delivery of gifts need to take 
place by December 23.

We collected groceries in November and the 
youth filled boxes to be distributed in December.

Our faithful volunteers worked at the 
Sandhills Coalition Gilmore Office 
stacking shelves and filling food boxes! 
We are still in need of peanut butter and 
grape/strawberry jelly to help keep their 
shelves stocked.

Sandhills Coalition

Empty Stocking

Brownson Buddies
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Northern Moore FamilyResource Center

december  7
WEDNESDAY

Brownson needs 12-15 volunteers to assist parents with 
"shopping" for their children at Santa's Workshop in Rob-
bins. NMFRC will turn Hope Academy into a store with 
clothing, books, and toys so children will have Christmas 
gifts! There will be 2-hr and 4-hr shifts from 9-5 PM and 
we've would like to have 4-5 volunteers per shift. Please 
contact Austin Vernon (discipleship@brownsonchurch.org) 
or Sara Conti (sara.conti76@gmail.com) to sign up.

volunteersneeded:

2022
Year 
End 

Giving
Year End Contributions must 
be received in the church office 
by Thursday, December 29 at 
1 PM to be credited in 2022. 
You may drop your contribu-
tion in the lockbox at the tower 
door entrance to the Corner-
stone building or in the locked 
mailbox in the front circle be-
fore 12/31/22. Any gifts post-
marked by 12/31/22 will also 
be credited in 2022.
If you want to consider giving 
in a different way, Brownson 
receives gifts of stock from 
members for their pledge, as 
well as qualified charitable 
distributions from Individual 
Retirement Accounts. If you 
would like to complete a gift 
of stock or charitable distribu-
tion, please contact Tracy in 
the Finance office to facilitate 
your gift and/or pledge.



www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 16

As we celebrate this time of Advent at 
BLC, it is such a joy to share the good 
news of Jesus’s birth with our young 
students and their families. December is 
full of so much excitement at preschool! 
We celebrate the season with songs, our 
annual Christmas nativity program, 
gingerbread houses, and all the other 
Christmas projects our teachers lovingly 
incorporate into our days. There is noth-
ing greater than seeing advent through 
the eyes of a child and we are so grateful 
to share in the season with them at the 
Learning Center.

"There
 is nothing greater

 than seeing 
advent through 

the eyes of a child."
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Upcoming 
Events for Kids:
December 3 - Chili and Caroling
December 10 and 11 - Brownson Kids 
singing in the Cantata
December 11 - Kids Mail Night
December 14 - Brownson Babies 
and Preschoolers Family Christmas 
Celebration
December 18 - Brownson Kids 
Christmas Celebration
December 25 and January 1 - Family 
Worship (no children’s worship on 
Sunday morning).

BROWNSON
K I D S

Bible Challenge

We spent the month of November re-
flecting on all the ways we’re grateful. 
From Friendsgiving to scripture passag-
es about gratitude and Thanksgiving 
games, to packing food boxes for stu-
dents at Southern Pines Elementary, it 
was a wonderful time to look back and 
see how much God has given to us!

A Note from Kelli

The Bible Challenge has been amazing in every way, and what an opportunity of joy and growth it has 
been to learn alongside these children and their parents. We had three Bible sessions together, starting 
with an overview and Bible verse scavenger hunt, followed by a week learning the Old Testament, and 
concluding with a week of the New Testament. We’ve had moms, dads, Nana’s, sisters, brothers, and 
babysitters join our group, and the enthusiasm about Biblical knowledge is contagious! A huge round of 
applause to those who studied and learned together, and will receive their Bible in worship: Hollyanne 
Beidleman, Harry Berg, Liddy Carter, Will French, Tessa Hage, Lainey Harris, Addisyn Herring, Evan 
Holmes, William Kessell, John Staal, Margaret Strickland, and Julie Wilson.

As we continue 
to grow and add 
programs, it’s 

important to note that I 
can’t do it alone. To every 
parent who so graciously 
brings dinner, every lead-
er who serves with Connect 
Groups, every volunteer who 
serves on Sunday evenings, 
Mr. Matt, Mr. John, and Mrs. 
Jeannette who enthusiasti-
cally lead music, and the 
church members who joyful-
ly encourage our craziness, 
thank you! You all are so 
appreciated and valued!

In Gratitude

Kelli:
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Upcoming Youth 
Events:

Brownson Youth has had a fun month of connecting with the kid’s ministry through pumpkin carving, trunk or treat and Friends-
giving. We also focused on reaching beyond our walls by writing letters to homebound Brownson members and by packing food 

boxes for families at Southern Pines Elementary.

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

December 4: Caroling and Chili with 
the whole church. 3:30-5:30 PM. No eve-
ning youth group.
December 11: Christmas Minute to Win 
It. 5-7 PM.
December 18: Christmas Party! 5-7 PM.

Registration for Appalachian Service 
Project is coming up! ASP is a summer 
service opportunity for all youth grades 
6-12. This weeklong trip provides critical 
repair to raise homes out of substandard 
conditions. It empowers youth, connects 
them with the larger world, helps them 
build lasting relationships and answers 
God’s call to serve. Brownson youth will 
be participating in ASP July 23-29, 2023, 
and registration will be due February 
19. More info will be sent out in the new 
year

In December, the youth 
will be adopting a fam-
ily in need through 
Empty Stocking and 
celebrating Advent. 
Youth are also en-
couraged to join other 
members of the church 
for Caroling and Chili 
on December 4. Keep 
a lookout for updates 
about our Christmas 
Party and plans for the 
new year!
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December 1
Jan Lindmark
Terry Lowry
Emaline Malan
John Roger Moore
V Arie Pomplun

December 2
Brooke Ballard
Ken Batchelder
Wallace Beeson
Davis Byrd
Carolyn Taylor

December 3
Mary Lou MacCall

December 4
Phil Duggins
Judie Henry

December 5
Jim Martin
Caroline Seskey

December 6
Lucinda Cole
Isiah Huffman
Joyce Jones
Don Pratley
Hannah Staal

December 7
Bennett Myles
Pat Wheaton

December 8
Paul Blasko, IV
Matthew Friesen
Vickie Hayes
Ken Huntley
Emilie Simeon

December 9
Garrett Berk
Julia Grose
Alfie McClelland
Julie Moore
Michelle Peele
Annelle Staal

December 10
Mark Andrews 
Steve Preble

December 12
Nicholas Bass
Karen Lewis
Jackie Speight

December 13
Karen Ballard
Mary Katherine Earhart
Thomas Goulden 
Anna Hage
Jim Irvin
Marcus Larose 
John Tyson
Linda Wiggins

December 14
Charlotte Cates
John Monroe

December 15
Chris Kibler
Cynthia Strickland

December 16
Henry Harris
Robin McClymont
Ezra Quesenberry

December 17
Charlie Brereton
Emma Brereton
Nancy Hackney
Kaleigh O’Leary
Mary Joe Worth

December 18
Beckett Ciccone
Brantley Clifton
Nicholas DiMarco
Martha Anne Harris
Adria Staal
JoAnne Walters

December 19
Robert Allen
Mary Grace Huntley
Becky Smith
John Taylor

December 20
Betty Gordon
Brenda Hiscott

December 21
Gregg Allen
Jim Herrick
Carol Mercer
Rich Nazario

December 22
Janee Cates
Terri Gibbons
John Kober
Kyla Laws
Arianne Monroe
John Staal
Mark Staal

December 24
Deryle Carr
Jack Hendricks
Judy Johnson

December 25
Chris Taylor

December 26
Crystal Blue
John Shaw

December 27
Donna Kimbrell
Frank Quis

December 28
Robert Cates
Steve Gaydica 
Austin Vernon

December 29
Jan Evans
Shauna Lovin
Martha Thomas

December 2
JC Lintzenich & Dawn Bryant 
Chris & Laura Cates

December 6
Jaren & Kelli Garbett

December 8
Frank & Rollin Shaw

December 9 
Adam & Katie Jarmusz

December 11
Jeremy & Morgan Strickland

December 12
Philip & Amanda Picerno

December 13
Dale & Kerry Briggs

December 14
Mark & Rose Tibboel

December 16
Robert & May Fitch

December 19
James & Nancy Beddingfield
John & Anne Krahnert

December 20
Bob & Anne Friesen
Bill & Sue Martin

December 21
Tom & Claire Nacca

December 27
Jim & Michelle Davis 
Sandy & Shirley McIver

December 29
Daniel & Eleisabeth Messner
Ryan & Alicia Riggan

December 30
John Eddy
Mary Lynn Goulden
Hailie Myrick
Randy Shelton
Anna Tibboel

December 31
Fred Garrett
Dick Hart
Claire Nacca
Tommy Vinson
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