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BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ

“They devoted 
themselves to 
the apostles’ 
teaching and 

fellowship, to 
the breaking of 

bread and the 
prayers”

Acts 2:42



Grace and peace,

Dear Brownson Church Family,

John
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Sunday, May 1
Sunday, June 5
Sunday, July 3

Join us on 
these Sundays

COMMUNION

Wasn’t Easter great? Holy Week brought us through so many emotions from 
Palm Sunday with the children singing and waving their palm branches, to the 
darkness of Maundy Thursday and our Tenebrae service. When the fanfare began 
on Easter morning and the black cloth came down and the lights came on - I was 
in awe of how powerful the week had been. What a joyous day! We had over 
640 people in the Sanctuary that morning and another 260 watching us online. I 
haven’t had a feeling like that in a long time and it was so powerful.
As we continue (praying here…) to come out of this pandemic, my hope is that 
you continue to connect with your church family. This could be in Sunday 
worship, during the 10 o’clock hour at Higher Grounds or in a connect group, or at 
our church barbecue coming up on May 22.
The barbecue is going to be so fun - so don’t forget to register by calling the 
church office or going online: brownsonchurch.org/registration. Help us be 
prepared with enough food for all! Jordan’s Barbecue will be in Fellowship Hall 
for all who come - we hope to see you there!
And finally - I want you to know how grateful I am for YOU and for this church. 
I am so proud of the work that WE have done together.

Therefore, be imitators of 
God, as beloved children, 
and live in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself 

up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God. 

Ephesians 5:1

Digest
Session

The Session of Brownson met 
on Monday, April 25, 2022 in the 
Conference Center, Room A. We 
welcomed three new members 
to the Brownson Church family: 
Chris & Kara Vonderkall and Jo 
Snedegar.
The Session participated in a 
devotional led by elder Ken 
Goodman.
The APNC offered an update by 
Chair Ann Edgerton with the 
progress of our Associate Pastor 
search.
Charlene Kinelski brought to 
Session a request for a memorial 
garden on Brownson’s campus. 
Discussion was had and 
Property & Grounds will bring 
a presentation to Session in the 
coming months.
Chris Jordan and the Property 
& Grounds Ministry Team 
brought a proposal to Session 
to renovate the ramp area on 
campus that is posing a safety 
risk. The motion was voted on 
and approved.
The Stewardship Ministry Team 
brought a recommendation 
for Brownson to have a full 
audit. Brownson hasn’t had 
a full audit in over 10 years 
and will be paid for out of the 
endowment and replenished if 
we have a surplus in giving in 
2022. This motion was voted on 
and approved.
The Worship Ministry Team 
brought a recommendation to 
move to one service at 10:00 
AM June 26-August 28, 2022. 
Higher Grounds and Brownson 
Connect Groups will meet at 
9 AM. This was voted on and 
approved.
Local Missions made a motion 
to approve the use of the church 
bus and Fellowship Hall for 
SPE after school tutoring. This 
motion was voted on and 
approved
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OR CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE 692.6252
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D I S C I P L E S H I P
A D U L T

Brownson Connects  begins each 
week by gathering for donuts and coffee at 
Higher Grounds at 10 AM and then moving 
into connect groups for adults, youth, 
and children. These connect groups are a 
wonderful way to grow in your faith within 
a community of friends. They offer the 
friendship of a small group, the fellowship 
of a large group, and the depth of Sunday 
School.

Take a step toward 
deeper discipleship by 
joining a 
connect group!

The Ligon Bible Class - This 
connect group studies scripture and 
biblical themes through The Present 
Word quarterly curriculum. Join us 
on Sunday mornings in Conference 
Room B. Led by Mary Margaret 
McNeill.
The Living Word Today 
(hybrid) – This Connect Group takes 
a non-partisan approach to Bible 
study, looking at current events 
through the lens of our Christian 
faith. Weekly discussions are based 
on The Wired Word curriculum, 
which pairs current events with 
scriptural insights. Join us on 
Sunday mornings in Conference 
Room A or on Zoom! Meeting ID: 
815 7201 6346, Passcode: 058642.
Donuts and Devotionals – This 
Connect Group explores some of 
the most important passages in the 
Bible. Bring your coffee and donuts 
to Conference Room C and join the 
conversation! Led by Austin Vernon. 

Bible Studies
Theology on Tap - A Bible study for the men of the church that meets on Wednesday evenings at 
6 PM. This month we are resuming our series on “Starting Point: A Conversation About Faith.” Join us 
at Midland Country Club, 2205 Midland Rd, Pinehurst, NC 28374. Led by Charles Harris and Gerald 
Ostlund.
Men's Prayer Breakfast - This group meets the first and third Tuesday of every month at 7 AM 
at Sizzlin’ Steak or Eggs. Each meeting begins with a meal and concludes with a devotional. All men 
of the church are welcome to join! Please contact Bill Berger at bill.ctr.berger1 @gmail.com for more 
information.

BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ

[ [Brownson Connects  begins 
each week by gathering 
for donuts and coffee at 
Higher Grounds at 10 AM
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The Worship Ministry Team created banners that were hung in the Sanctuary 
during Lent. These wonderful pieces of art will be used for years to come. 
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ONCERT MAY 15 at 4P
M

M U S I C

Our choir will be going to 
NYC May 25-29 and will be 
singing at Carnegie Hall in 
a mass choir concert. This 
trip was put off for several 
years due to the pandemic 
and the choir is more than 
ready to go! There will be 
a sendoff concert held at 
Brownson May 15 at 4 PM 
in the Sanctuary.

The Choir is 
More Than 
Ready to Go!

banners
for Lent season

Brownson Kids will be singing in 
Worship on May 15 during both 
services.

Singing on May 15
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A Letter From: Don Zimmerman

Congregational Care and Connection at Brownson seek to live out these words of Jesus found in the gospel of John. We as disciples 
of Christ involve ourselves as the hands, feet, and minds of compassion. Prayer, meals, shawls, visits, flowers, home communion, 
calls, cards, or unconditional hospitality extend what only the love of Christ delivers…a love that will not let us go. As you read the 
words of this heartfelt note, hear gratitude form Don and possibly a call from our Lord to join one of the caring ministries to connect 
with others.

April 11, 2022
From: Don Zimmerman
In Whispering Pines

This note is for all the wonderful people 
at Brownson that work to prepare and 
distribute flowers and plants to those of 
us who are unable to attend.

It is very hard to put into words how much 
it means to watch the service online and 
see the beautiful flowers, and feel as if 
I have become a part of the service when 
arrangements made from those flowers/
plants actually sit in my home for me to 
enjoy.

Unfortunately my condition has made 
travel very difficult, but I still am able 
to see the beauty that the Lord has created 
and hear the birds singing, and hear the 
wind when it rushes through the trees. 
What a fortunate man I am for there are 
many, many folks that would trade places 
with me "in a heartbeat".
Thank you all for your love 
and concern and for always 
reminding me that GOD IS GOOD.

Don Zimmerman

Everyone faces periods of crisis, transition, or difficulty. During these times a caring relationship with someone who will faithfully 
listen, empathize, pray with and for them, and encourage them with Christ’s love and care can be a tremendous benefit.
As Stephen Ministers, we do not restore people to wholeness; God uses us as a conduit. Stephen Ministry is 
“Christ Caring for People through People.” God is the Curegiver; we are only the caregivers who have been 
equipped and empowered to be the hands and face of Christ to care for God’s children who are broken and 
hurting.
The Stephen Ministry logo’s most dominant feature is the cross, reminding us that Christ is at the center 
of Stephen Ministry. The broken person behind the cross symbolizes how we are all broken because of 
our sins and imperfections. Only Christ was perfect, and He allowed Himself to be broken on the Cross 
to save us from our sins. The whole person in front of the cross signifies that we are made whole only 
through the life, death on the cross, and resurrection of Jesus. The circle is a symbol of God’s eternal and 
never-ending love and care. God’s love surrounds us, holds us and heals us.
For more information on how Stephen Ministry can provide you with confidential one-to-one lay pastoral care, 
contact Pat Henry (peewit@mindspring.com )

John 13:35

Stephen Ministry

Connection at Brownson

“By this 
everyone will 
know that 
you are my 
disciples, if 
you love one 
another.”

Caring M2M (Member to Member)
Congregational Care
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Nuture Faith, Support  Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community

A special thank you and recognition to 
the PW Coordinating Team members who 
served in 2021-2022:
Vice Moderator: Betsy Robinson
Recording Secretary: Robyn Lam
Corresponding Secretary: Priscilla McLeod
Treasurer/Endowment: Blanche Woodruff
Programs: Janet Barr
Spiritual Nurture: Blanche Woodruff
Celebration Giving: Lynn Joyner
Scholarship: Bonnie Berger
Membership: Mary Foster
Historian: Elaine Sills
Parliamentarian: Barbara Ross

A Message from the Moderator:
It has been an honor and a privilege 
to be the PW Moderator this year. 
All the women of our church have 

diligently worked hard to achieve the 
many goals we have accomplished 
in 2021-2022. It has been a pleasure 
to work with such creative, loving, 

and caring women. On May 16 Betsy 
Robinson will be installed as our 

new Moderator for 2022-2023. Betsy is 
enthusiastic about her new position, 

and I am confident she will be an 
excellent Moderator!

Nancy Ahlfeld
PW Moderator

Two successful fundraisers. Presented four informative programs, in person and live streamed. Scholarships, Bibles, and College 
Scarves to Brownson Youth. Honorary Life Member. Awarded Supported Tambra Place, a Bold Initiative Recipient.
Our last PW Gathering will be on Monday, May 16 beginning with fellowship at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary. The program will 
be the installation of new officers and the presentation of the Honorary Life Member Award. 
Join us to honor these incredible women!

Accomplishments in 2021-2022

Our card ministry is accomplished by 
one and only one woman! Joyce White 
has been sending special cards for 
the past several years. The recipients 
of these greeting cards are members 
of BMPC who are celebrating their 
90th and older birthdays. Couples 
who are commemorating their 50th 
or beyond anniversaries are also 
included in this ministry. Our hats 
are off to Joyce for doing this ministry 
single-handedly! 

Thank You 
Joyce White

Offering support for Ukraine, several women stitched together ribbons in the 
color of Ukraine’s flag and then passed these out to our members. During May 
we will be making personal hygiene kits to give to the Ukrainian refugees. If 
you are interested in helping with these kits please contact Libby Marsh at 910-
690-9600 for the date and time. 

Support for Ukraine

The final lesson in our Bible study, What My Grandmothers Taught Me 
summarizes what the grandmothers of our faith have taught us and imagines 
what they may have taught Jesus. Through the stories of outsiders and 
marginalized people we see the kingdom of God, in which the last are made 
first. Join us to learn more about these unique women of the Bible. Contact Mary 
Foster, our membership chair, at 910-690-3118 or mvfoster1965@gmail.com for 
more information.

Bible Study Final Lesson

A Special Thank-You 
and Recognition

Presbyterian Women

The Circle Leaders 
for 2022 are:

Circle 1 Trish Harris 690-9202 and 
Crystal Blue 850-1982
4th Thursday at 7 PM
Circle 2 Linda Bryant 992-8256 
2nd Tuesday at 10:00 AM
Circle 3 Sandra Olbon 603-4804 
2nd Monday at 12:00 PM
Circle 4 Kathy McPherson 420-0413 
1st Thursday at 10:15 AM
Circle 6 Blanche Woodruff 725-2460 
and Libby Marsh 692-9247 
2nd Monday at 10:00 AM
Circle 7 Sara James 690-5361 and 
Robyn Lam 603-1450 
3rd Monday at 5:30 PM
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Over 150 people journeyed together in small groups during Lent this year. Each week participants met to study scripture and 
discussed portions of Kate Bowler’s book as we went deeper in our faith and strengthened bonds of friendships within our church 
family. Thank you to all who participated and a special thank you to our facilitators who made this study possible!

Sunday Morning Group Monday Evening Group Tuesday Evening Group Sisters in Faith Tuesday Afternoon Group

Pastor John recently asked 
Brownson member Denny Smith 
to make some crosses 
to give to members of 
our Lenten study.

Pastor John recently asked Brownson member Denny Smith to make some crosses to give to 
members of our Lenten study. The crosses Denny created for participants were made of black 
walnut and maple. Consider that they were all fashioned from the same two pieces of wood, 
separated, reassembled, and bound together as seen in the adjoining photos.

Lenten Small Group Series - "How Shall We Live?"

Handcrafted Lenten Crosses

From there the crosses were distributed to numerous members of the Lenten 
study, who were tied together by those two original pieces of wood. The crosses 
remind us that we hold part of the same piece of wood that many members of 
our congregation are holding. In a way we are tied together as a new Christian 
group of brothers and sisters, a new body within the "body of Christ."



www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 9

Thursday Evening Group The Ligon Class The Seekers Theology on Tap Thursday Afternoon Group

During the season of Lent, six people from our church 
family shared parts of their faith stories on the Brownson U 

Podcast. They each responded to the question 
“How shall we live?” in relation to their own lives.

podcast
Lenten Series

P.S. A podcast is an audio recording of someone talking about a particular subject or topic. 
Anyone can access these recordings by clicking on the links in the weekly emails!

https://subsplash.com/brownsonchurch/media/ms/+gg3xf4m
All six episodes are available online

Go check out these 
wonderful faith stories!

Austin Vernon

B
WEEK

Charlene Kinelski

C
WEEK

Nancy Weant

D
WEEK

Olivia Blackwood

E
WEEK

Kate Pomplun

F
WEEK

Pat Henry

G
WEEK
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May 1: 
First with Families – 
Kids, Youth, and their families will join 
together for food, fellowship and Bingo!
May 8: 
No youth group. 
Enjoy spending time and celebrating 
your mom!
May 15: 
Food, fellowship, and games
May 22: 
Confirmation Sunday, 
Church Barbecue and End of Year youth 
gathering

June 5: Graduation Sunday

thursday

As a part of the journey through confirmation the confirmands 
and their covenant partners participate in a foot washing 

during the Maundy Thursday service. We look forward to the 
confirmands being confirmed and invite you to join us on May 22 

at the 11:10 AM service as they join the church.

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

MAUNDY

April 14, 2022

Youth Events:
Upcoming



BROWNSON
K I D S

Brownson Kids had the opportunity to walk to the cross during 
Brownson Connect groups, and we were all amazed by their 
journey. They began by waving palm branches and celebrating 
Jesus’s journey into Jerusalem, then washing the feet of their 
friends as a servant, then sharing together the bread and wine as a 
reenactment of the Last Supper, then creating prayer rocks as they 
explored Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, then nailing hearts to 
the cross as we know that Jesus died for each of us. At the end, one 
of the children said, “Miss Kelli he didn’t stay there though - my 
heart is happy because he rose again!” What great news!

Talent Show

to the Cross
A Walkthrough

Hosted by Brownson Kids but perfect for our entire congregation, 
the Talent Show at Brownson Church was the most fun! Delicious 
ice cream, talented singers, funny performances, sweet little dancers, 
even cheerleaders, and beautiful poetry…the audience laughed until 
they cried! Several people mentioned that it was “just the fun we 
needed,” and we’re 
thankful for those 
opportunities 
to fellowship 
together!

Mission Possible 3rd – 5th Grade Camp: June 12 – 15
Monumental VBS: June 20 – 24
Camp Monroe Community Camp: July 25 – 29
Upcoming Family Events
May 22 – Join us for the BBQ after the 11:10 service!
September 23 – 25 Brownson Church Retreat at Camp Caraway

www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 11

Brownson Kids 
Programs:

Upcoming

“Miss Kelli he didn’t 
stay there though - my 
heart is happy because 
he rose again!”

Amazed by Their Journey
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We are so blessed to have such amazing teachers at BLC. It is 
apparent that they have been called to serve and love our children 
each day. Teaching is definitively a work of heart, and these 
wonderful women give their whole heart to serve and love these 
children each and every day.

"And we have different 
gifts according to the 
grace given to us. If the 
gift is prophecy, that 
individual must use it in 
proportion to his faith. 
If it is service, he must 
serve: if it is teaching, 
he must teach…” 

Romans 12:6-7



Local Missions
Collecting Peanut Butter

THE COALITION - MAY 18
Gilmore Client Services—1500 Indiana Ave
• Sort clothing and/or food
• Third Wednesday of each month 10 AM-12 PM
• Contact: Jan Lindstrom mjlindstrom75@gmail.com
THE FOOD BANK - MAY 10 from 9-11. 195 Sandy Ave., Southern Pines
• Pack Senior Food Boxes
• Second Tuesday of each month 9 AM-11 AM
• Contact: Bob McCall rdm36@charter.net
We packed 87 senior food boxes at the Food Bank in April. We welcomed 10-12 folks to 
serve.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - MAY 21
• Every other month Brownson will repair homes in greater Southern Pines
• 12-14 Volunteers needed per repair
• Dates are: May 21, July 16, September 17 and November 19
• Contact: Don Power donc6power@gmail.com
HYGIENE KITS FOR UKRAINE
The women of Brownson will be assembling hygiene kits for the people of Ukraine. Items 
needed for each kit:
• One hand towel
• One wash cloth
• One wide tooth comb
• One fingernail or toenail clipper
• One bar standard size soap in original packaging
• 10 standard band aids
Please leave items in the box at the Information Center in the Atrium. Assembly date to 
be announced.

serve
ways to

Beginning in May, a member of the Local Missions Ministry Team will be available 
in the Atrium during Higher Grounds on the first Sunday of each month to answer 

questions about our Local Missions Team and all our volunteer opportunities.

BLC Families supported the Coalition by collecting Peanut Butter 
and Jelly! During the month of March, the Brownson Learning 
Center collected peanut butter and jelly for the Coalition. Thank you 
to all the BLC families who donated these staple items for those in 
need!

www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 13
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Marvin & Miriam Hage

BROWNSON

To be good stewards of God’s creation, 
we will be taking Brownson Bells 

digital. Over the past few years, we 
have reduced the number of printed 
copies by half and mail out roughly 

300 paper copies of our 
newsletter each month.

If you still wish to receive your 
copy through the mail, please let us 
know. Email this request to: news @
brownsonchurch.org . Beginning in 

July, we will mail paper copies to those 
who have requested them.

As always, you can access previous 
issues of Bells on our website: 
brownsonchurch.org/news.

Bells Goes Digital

Guest Preacher and Bill Jones Speaker – Sunday, May 1 
Donald Davis was born in a Southern Appalachian mountain world rich in 
stories. While he heard many traditional stories about Jack and other heroic 
characters, he was most attracted to the stories of his own family and places of 
origin. Davis begins retelling the stories he heard and then adding his own new 
stories to them until he was repeatedly asked to "tell it again, on purpose." During 
his twenty-five year career as a United Methodist Minister, Davis began to use 
stories more and more. He was also asked to begin performing at festivals and in 
other settings until he retired from the church to tell stories full time. The author 
of eighteen books and more than forty original recordings, Davis is the recipient 
of both the Circle of Excellence and the Lifetime Achievement Awards from the 
National Storytelling Network. Donald will speak between services at 10 AM in 
Fellowship Hall and will preach at both 9 & 11:10 AM on Sunday, May 1.

BROWNSON
M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
A missional community called to love and live in Christ

speakerspeakerBillJones
May 1, 2022

archivesarchives
GETTING TO KNOW OUR HISTORY AND KEEPING IT AVAILABLE
The Brownson Archives contain the church's history from its beginning. 
Due to space, processing and preservation, access to information is limited. 
Request forms should contain topic and special information wanted.
Please use the following guidelines for accessing archival information:
1. Use the Archival Request Form located in the church office.
2. Archival assistance will be available on Wednesdays from 10:00-11:30 AM.
2. If you have questions please email Elaine Sills at elainemorgansills@gmail.
com.
We are very fortunate to have the printed history of our church and your 
help in caring for and preserving these materials for the future is much 
appreciated.

Brownson

Brownson Historian

Elaine M. Sills

Sunday, 

Jo Snedegar

 Chris & Kara Vonderkall
Ava & Ella

Welcomes 
New Members
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May 1
Dave Malan
Joan Mergins
Mara O’Brien

May 2
Jack Henson

May 3
Barrett Briggs
Betsy Robinson
Dorothy Shankle
Roland Stout

May 4
Callie Floyd

May 5
Nicholas Malan
Sean O’Leary

May 6
Gladys Britt
Joelle Cole
Ted Weatherly

May 7
Bill Clement

May 8
Dean Morrison

May 9
Hannah Gulley
Maegan Lombard
Liam Myles

May 10 
Paul Herrington
Harrison McClymont
Jim Pryor

May 11
Kjirsti Myles

May 12 
Henry Brown
Jed Koball
Jeff Gilbert

May 13
Justin Ames
Brooklyn Riggan
Louis Scribner
Jane Scruggs

May 14
Isabel Davis
Sammy Hill
Beth Pryor

May 15
Sheri Sullivan
Marianna Singer

May 16 
Susan Herrick
Pam Gantt

May 17
Katherine Burns
Nell Hatcher
Kent Polkow

May 18
Al Dunham
Charles Lewis

May 19
Tom Nesbit
Thelma (Jo) Pearce

May 20
Shari Devendorf

May 21
Dianne Barrett 
Kenneth Beidleman
Norma Kilpatrick
Judy Oldham

May 23
Scott Dawson
Costin Kelly

May 24
John Calhoun
Dee Lombard

May 25
Dave Devendorf

May 26
Wiley Barrett
Fiona Campbell
Billie Kennedy
Alex Martin
Harriet Speight
Linda Taylor

May 27
Fran Dixon
Ethan Ellis
Joan Hart

May 28
Betty Barkley
Robert Calhoun
Sue Clay
Drew Kessell
Grey Kittrell

May 29
Jack Dempsey
Bill Litton
Wyman McGuirt
Catherine Nazario

May 30
Everette Collogan
Dee Fordree
Bud Wallen
Marjorie Waters

May 31
Ellie Batchelder
David Ray Blue

May 1
Bob & Holly Daane

May 2
Julian & Deryle Carr
Bobby & Carolyn Maynor
May 3
Jim & Mary Tart

May 4
Allan & Lisa Beck
Jim & Susan Herrick 
David & Susan Wood

May 5
Fred Garrett & Elizabeth Griffin

May 7
Tom & Lisa Corbett
Jim & Billie Kennedy

May 8
Michael & Dottie Black
Rudy & Carol Van Zanten 

May 9 
Paul & Alice Herrington

May 12
Doug & Robyn Lam
Albert & Kellye Parks
Shawn & Lynn Sazama

May 14
Bruce & Debbie Rosenberger

May 15
Bill & Joyce Reynolds

May 16
Charles & Allison Harris

May 17
Lee & Rebecca Pittman
Charlie & Mary Rivers

May 19
Jim & Kimberly Byrd

May 20
Jim & Linda Webb

May 22
Ken & Marilee Huntley
Mike & Patty Williams

May 23
Sean & Sarah O’Leary
Steve & Jayne Smith

May 24
Mark & Jan Lindstrom 
Ken & Holly MacDonald

May 25
Bill & Mandy Berg
Kevin & Carol Kelly

May 26
John & Susan Bachelder

May 28
David & Leslie Greely
Allen & Linda Pridgen

May 29 
Roy & Gail Cameron

May 30
Jim & Mary Lynn Goulden 
Mark & Laura Staal

May 31
Butch & Betty Chandler
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