
Contributed by Leonora Wicker, Brownson Church Historian 

 
 By January 1936, the Bethesda Mission Church, which would become Brownson 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, had  been meeting for one year at the Civic Center on Ashe 
Street and was ready to write the petition which would request permission from Fayetteville 
Presbytery to formally establish the Southern Pines Presbyterian Church. 
 In February, the petition was written, and the charter was signed by 94 adults and two 
little girls — one of whom is a cherished member to this day, Joyce Stutts. 
 On Sunday, March 15, 1936, the charter was 
accepted, and Fayetteville Presbytery granted permission to 
form a new church, the Southern Pines Presbyterian Church.  
Dr. Marcus Brownson, a dedicated member and beloved 
Sunday School teacher, preached a Mother’s Day sermon 
in May ending with a request to the congregation that the 
signature hymn of the church be “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross.”  At the congregational meeting on June 28 
of that year, a vote was taken to change the name of the 
church to Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church in honor 
of Dr. Brownson. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In May of 2011, Brownson celebrated its 

75th anniversary.  This article is the first in a five-part 
series to be featured in the “Brownson Bells” through 

May, 2011, in which Leonora Wicker, head of the church 
archives, will share interesting bits 
and pieces of our church’s history. 

Original Sanctuary, built in 1939 

75 Years of Brownson History — Part 1 

Dr. Marcus Brownson 



75 Years of Brownson History—Part 2 
Contributed by Dorothy Shankle 
 
 The official groundbreaking for the 
original sanctuary took place on June 23, 1937, 
and, even though the building was far from 
complete, the first worship service in the building 
was held on June 11, 1939. Progress on the 
construction continued only as funds were 
available, and dedication of the sanctuary was 
delayed through the years pending not only 
continuing work on the sanctuary itself but also 
construction of an education building.  The latter 
was completed in 1954. On Sunday, May 23, 
1955, twenty years of organization and efforts by 
members of BMPC climaxed in the dedication of 
the two buildings which together constituted a 
complete church plant for the membership of 600. 
 Groundbreaking services for the new fel-
lowship hall were held July 31, 1977. The 13,000-square-foot addition was designed by the 
local firm of Hayes-Howell & Associates and contracted by Van Thomas of Siler City at a 
cost of $525,000. The membership of 
900 enjoyed a week-long celebration of hymn singing, tours of the new building, a picnic, 
and special programs for the children.  Dedication of the new fellowship hall was held 
November 5, 1978. 
 Groundbreaking for a new sanctuary was held August 10, 1997. The Building 
Committee, chaired by Raymond Leavee, worked with WKWW Architects of Charlotte and 
John William Brown Company of Sanford for design and construction. At a special service 
on May 2, 1999, a bagpiper led a procession of members of the congregation from the 
original sanctuary to the new sanctuary. The members carried with them all of the pew 
Bibles and hymnals that were to be put to use in the new facility for the membership of 920.  
Dedication took place Sunday, May 23, 1999. 
 The newest building on the church campus to serve the growing membership is the 
two-story Cornerstone Building which houses the church offices and classrooms. The origi-
nal sanctuary was demolished and the site cleared for construction of this new building.  
Construction began on January 5, 2009, and the dedication service was held November 14, 
2010. 
 
 

The cross and the Rose Window  
in the Sanctuary  



75 Years of Brownson History—Part 3 
Contributed by Leonora Wicker, Brownson Church Historian 

 
 Brownson’s first minister, Rev. Ernest L. Barber, served the 
fledgling congregation from 1935 to 1942. During these seven years, he 
guided the young church through its foundation, its initial growth, and 
beginning building program. He was a compassionate and caring pastor to 
his flock and an unsurpassed and tireless fundraiser in the cause of the new 
sanctuary. In 1942, he answered a call to Savannah Presbytery in Georgia as 
Superintendent of Home Missions. The Rev. Mr. Barber used his powerful 
talents for organization and fundraising in the Lord’s service, founding not 
only Brownson but thirteen other churches as well. He was born in South 
Carolina in 1892, served in the first World War, and was a graduate of 
Presbyterian College and Union Seminary. In 1975, three years before his 
death, his portrait was unveiled here at Brownson. 

 In November 1943, Dr. and Mrs. Thompson E. 
Davis came to Brownson from the Calhoun, Georgia, 

Presbyterian Church and were the first to live in the new manse purchased by 
the church as the minister’s home. Dr. Davis was born in Summerville, Geor-
gia, in 1908 and graduated from Presbyterian College and Union Seminary. 
He received his doctorate while he was at Brownson in 1946. During his pas-
torate, the sanctuary was nearly completed, the initial debt was retired, mem-
bership doubled, and, in 1948, Brownson moved from mission status to full 
independence and since then has borne its fair share of obligation and benevo-
lence. In June 1950, Dr. Davis accepted a call from the Royal Oak Presbyteri-
an Church in Marion, Virginia. In his seven-year pastorate, his was a steady 
hand in the life of a young, vital, and growing church. 

 On March 23, 1951, the Brownson congregation 
called the Rev. Cheves K. Ligon to serve as pastor. 
Mr. Ligon graduated from Southwestern University in Memphis, Tennessee, 
and came to Brownson from Oakland Avenue Presbyterian in Rock Hill, 
South Carolina. He was Brownson’s pastor for ten years and saw the build-
ing program grow to include the Sunday School building as well as the com-
pletion of the sanctuary. His strength was in his pastoral work, and he be-
came a steadying hand in the life of the general congregation as well as indi-
vidual members.  He was a strong supporter of the Sunday School programs, 
and the young married couples of the church began a class which they 
named in his honor. The Ligon Class remains a strong influence in the pro-
gram today. In February 1961, Mr. Ligon accepted a call to Fayetteville 
Presbytery as Executive Secretary of the Presbytery and accepted the pastor-
ate of Trinity Presbyterian Church in Surfside Beach, South Carolina, one 
year later. 

 
 

Rev. Ernest Lowry Barber 
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75 Years of Brownson History—Part 4 
Contributed by Leonora Wicker, Brownson Church Historian 
 
 The fourth minister to serve as one of Brownson’s former pastors was the 
Rev. Dr. Julian Lake. He and his family came to Brownson in September 1962 
from the First Presbyterian Church of Winston-Salem. A native of Atlanta, he was 
a graduate of Davidson College and Union Theological Seminary and served as a 
trustee of both institutions. He and his family were the first minister’s family to 
live in the May Street manse. Dr. Lake served Brownson’s congregation for six 
years during a time of major shifts in the social and political fabric of this country.  
He charted a steadying course for the community as well as the church, serving as 
he did as chairman of the Southern Pines Good Neighbor Council working to im-
prove race relations in the community. He accepted a call to the Shandon Presby-
terian Church in Columbia, South Carolina, in September 1968. 
 

 The Rev. James R. Dellert came to Brownson’s pulpit in October 1968.  
He and his family moved to Brownson from Shallotte Presbyterian Church in 
Shallotte, North Carolina, a church which he organized in addition to a very 
successful beach ministry at Ocean Isle. He graduated from Westminster Choir 
College at Princeton University and Union Theological Seminary. His ministry 
at Brownson saw the expansion of the music program of the church. He and his 
wife, Katherine, were both trained in music and music ministry, and both brought 
beautiful singing voices to the church. A baritone, he sang many sections of his 
sermons, and the young people’s music programs expanded to include the 
production of Godspell and Jesus Christ, Super Star. The color scheme of the 
chancel was changed from mahogany and gray to cream and gold during his pas-
torate. Rev. Dellert went from Brownson to Lynchburg, Virginia, in January 1973. 
He and his family were the last of the preachers’ families to live in the May Street manse. 
 

 Brownson’s pulpit was filled in August 1973 by the Rev. Harold E. Hyde, Jr. He and his family 
came to Brownson from the Woodlawn Presbyterian Church in St. Petersburg, Florida. Rev. Hyde 
was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and graduated from the Citadel and Union Theological Seminary. He  
received his doctorate in 1978 from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. His pastorate from 

1973-1993 saw many changes. The church congregation grew, and the church 
building program expanded. Dr. Hyde oversaw the building of the Fellowship 
Hall.  He worked tirelessly in the community as he helped to found both the Moore 
County Coalition for Human Care and the Headstart Program. After his retirement 
from Brownson, he served Fayetteville Presbytery for ten years as an interim 
minister and consultant. On the occasion of his retirement from Brownson, a  
resolution was passed by the session to make August 29, 1993, “Dr. Harold E. 
Hyde Jr. Day.” A part of that resolution is a wonderful statement of how much  
he meant to his congregation here.  He “faithfully served the people of  
Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church during his twenty years as pastor, shep-
herd, and friend.” 

 

 The Rev. Dr. Grady Perryman accepted the call to Brownson in 1994 and 
served until September of 2013. Pastor John Hage came to Brownson in August of 
2015. 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Julian Lake 
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75 Years of Brownson History—Part 5 
Contributed by Dorothy Shankle and Leonora Wicker, Brownson Church Historians 
  

Marcus Acheson Brownson, D.D.* 
June 24, 1858 – December 18, 1938 
  

 In 1935, a desire for a Sabbath School was expressed by the 
Presbyterians who were attending the vesper services being conducted by 
Rev. Ernest Barber at the Civic Club on Ashe Street. The Sabbath School 
was organized, and seventy pupils were enrolled with Dr. Brownson as 
leader of the Adult Bible Class.   
 Dr. Brownson was deeply interested in the development of a 
Presbyterian church in Southern Pines, and he encouraged and advised 
Rev. Barber and the members in many ways on the organization of our 
church.  As evidence of the high esteem in which Dr. Brownson was held, 
“for the inspiration received from his influence and untiring efforts” and 
their affection for him, the members voted unanimously on June 28, 1936, 
to honor him by changing the church name to Brownson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. 
 The first funds for construction of the original sanctuary came 
from offerings of the congregation and contributions by Dr. Brownson, his 
family, and friends. Because of their continuing affection for Dr. Brown-
son, many parishioners from his former pastorates also gave generously to the church that honored 
his name. 
 Dr. Brownson graduated in 1881 from the Western Theological Seminary in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. He was ordained in 1883, and Washington and Jefferson College conferred the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity upon him in 1891. He served pastorates in Wilmington, Delaware; Camden, 
New Jersey; Detroit, Michigan; and his last pastorate, Tenth Church of Philadelphia, from 1897 
to 1924.   
 During his years of active ministry, Dr. Brownson held many offices of trust and honor 
including Director of Princeton Theological Seminary; Trustee of the Presbyterian Hospital in 
Philadelphia; delegate to the 1904 Pan-Presbyterian Council held at Liverpool, England; and 
participant in the 1909 Calvin Celebration in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 After his retirement from active pastoral work, Dr. Brownson made his home in Southern 
Pines at 335 East Connecticut Avenue. He was twice married and twice widowed. Sadly, his two 
children each died in early childhood. 
 At age 80, Dr. Brownson died in Durham. A memorial service was conducted in this church, 
and he was laid to rest in Philadelphia. A bequest in his will leaving funds to purchase the pulpit and 
lectern for the sanctuary gives an indication of how “very dear to Dr. Brownson’s heart” he held this 
church. 
  
* Dr. Brownson used the New England pronunciation of his surname, “Bronson.” 
  
  

 

Dr. Marcus A. Brownson 
1858-1938 



April 15, 1935 First worship service of Southern Pines Presbyterian 
Church held in the Southern Pines Civic Club 

  

June 28, 1936 Congregation votes to change the church name to 
“Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church” 

  

June 23, 1937 Official ground breaking for the original Sanctuary 

  

June 11, 1939 First worship service in the new Sanctuary 

  

1951-1955 Education Building is constructed 
  
November 5, 1978 Fellowship Hall is dedicated 

Renovation of Education Building 
Redecoration of Sanctuary is completed. 

  

March 3, 1996 Fellowship Hall is used for Sunday worship 
Building Committee at work on plans for  
a new Sanctuary 

  
August 10, 1997 Ground breaking service for the new Sanctuary 
  
May 2, 1999 First Sunday service in new Sanctuary 
  
May 23, 1999 Sanctuary dedication service 
  
November 14, 2010 Dedication of the new Cornerstone Building and 

Conference Center renovation 
  
May 15, 2011 Celebration of the 75th Anniversary of 
 Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Brownson Timeline 



1936–1942 ............................. Ernest L. Barber 

1943–1950 ............................. Thompson E. Davis 

1951–1961 ............................. Cheves K. Ligon 

1962–1968 ............................. Julian Lake 

1968-–1973 ........................... James R. Dellert 

1973–1993 ............................. Harold E. Hyde, Jr. 

1994–2013 ............................. Grady J. Perryman 

2013-2015………………   …William Waterstradt (Interim) 

2015-Present ......................... John C. Hage 

Pastors 

1971–1973 William Edwards 

1976–1982 W. W. Olney 

1983–1987 Frances F. Phillips 

1988–1990 Vicki Beth Jones 

1991–1992 Molly Dotson Morgan 

1997–2000 Chris Moore-Keish 

2000–2005 David A. Cagle 

2000–2005 Bob Ramey (Parish Associate) 

2006–2012 Cynthia Strickland  

 (Parish Associate) 

2004–Present Karen C. Allen 

Associate Pastors 


