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The Rose Window
“Come Unto Me...”
The Willet Stained Class Studios of Philadelphia, PA designed this rose window for Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church. In the center of the window, Christ is standing on top of the world with his hands extended,
suggesting the verse, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest.” (Matthew 11:28) He is also depicted here as the risen Christ, indicated by the nail prints in his hands and
feet. Christ is surrounded by four medallions. On the top left is the symbol chi-ro (XP), the first two Greek letters
of the world “Christ”. On the top right are the bread and wine, symbolized by wheat, grapes, and a chalice. On
the bottom right are symbols of Pentecost: burning flames and a dove. On the bottom left is the symbol of St.
Andrew, recalling the Scottish heritage of the Presbyterian church.
The outer circle is marked by the four points of the compass, North, East, South, and West, suggesting the
four corners of the earth. The circle consists of eight medallions depicting Christ’s ministry. Beginning at the
top and moving clockwise, the first scene is Christ the Leader, calling the fishermen Andrew and Peter. The
second scene is Christ the Teacher, delivering the Sermon on the Mount. The third scene is Christ the Friend of
Sinners, with the woman of Samaria at the well. The fourth scene is Christ the Miracle Worker, symbolized by
a boy with a basket of loaves and fishes: the feeding of the five thousand. The fifth scene is Christ the Healer
and Giver of Life, raising Jairus’ daughter. The sixth scene is Christ the Counselor, with Mary and Martha. The
seventh scene is Christ the Man of Sorrows, praying in the garden of Gethsemane. The eighth scene is Christ
the King, seated in glory.

"A missional community called to love and live in Christ"

Dear Brownson Church Family:
When I think about 2018, what stands out to me the most is how God is working in
our church each and every day. There are so many accomplishments and glimpses
of the Gospel to list, so I will cover a few highlights here:

A

letter

from your
Pastor...

• We continue to grow and have added 44 new members to our church family.
• In the spring, eight 8th grade students finished confirmation class, shared their
personal faith stories, and joined the church.
• In 2018, we launched the first Global Leaders Class and had five students graduate. The class focused on leadership in the church and in the world and ends with
a mission trip to Peru in 2019.
• The visitation ministry has expanded its reach and involvement of members by
approximately 50%.
• After the hurricane, we called to check in on 400 members of our church who
might have been affected by the storm. We also organized groups to go out and
cleanup and assist those in need. Clean up items as well as essentials like water,
clothes, and toiletries were collected and brought to Wilmington to support recovery efforts. BMPC also contributed over $11,000 to hurricane relief through donations to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Fund and a gift to the Food Bank.
• Brownson led a community-wide Bible study and book discussion Waking Up
White conducted by Karen Allen and Christal Cole with over 50 participants.
• We kicked off Kids Connect with 35 children grades K-5.
• We doubled our weekly attendance in children's Sunday School classes from 2017.
• We shared the Children’s Play “No Wonder” with more than 20 child
cast members.
• Brownson completed its third annual Lenten Small Group Series, “Living the
Questions: Measures of an Embodied Faith.” More than 200 people experienced
deep fellowship and engaged in meaningful conversations.
• The Choir performed a wonderful Cantata and hosted a reception open
to the public.
• We formed a youth praise band for Youth Worship Nights.
• We renovated the Fellowship Hall.
• 14 Members of BMPC travelled to Peru to help build the nation’s first public school
for the deaf.
And there is so much more! Do you feel the Holy Spirit moving within our church? I
do with all my heart and I am so thankful to be here and on this journey of faith with
you. I want to thank you for your generosity, your willingness to serve, and your heart
which is open to “love and live in Christ.” May God continue to guide us in 2019 as
we seek to follow faithfully.

John

Grace and Peace,

Elders who served in 2018
Class of 2018

Anna Grace Black (Y)
Christal Cole
Bill Eastman
Lynn Gardam
Jeff Gilbert
Callip Hall
Sandy Hemingway
Scott Kittrell
Charlie Taylor (Y)
Jeannette Wilson

Class of 2019

Luke Bullock (Y)
Eleanor Carraher
Lisa Corbett
Mary Lee Gilmore
Tim Lovin
Emily Neller
Mary Margaret McNeill
Abby Ostlund (Y)
Bun Perkinson
Craig Pryor

Class of 2020
Aziz Ahmad
Ellie Collins
Caroline Eddy
Julie Haro
Will Herring
Gerald Ostlund
Rob Pollock
Missy Quis

Class of 2021

Bill Berger
Susan Bowness
John French
Michael Gantt
Steven Graves
Charles Harris
Carol Kelly
Ginger Monroe
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Rev. John C. Hage
Senior Pastor
John Hage is an ordained teaching elder in the PCUSA with over 14 years experience working at some of the largest churches in the PCUSA.
John graduated cum laude with a B.A. in political science with a minor in Spanish at Wake
Forest University in Winston-Salem, NC. John has studied in Quito, Ecuador as well as
Salamanca, Spain. He has also done mission work in Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua,
Mexico, Kenya and Brazil as well as in New Orleans, Indianapolis, and Durham.
John is the author of two books. He co-wrote Called to Life: An Invitation to a Missional Way
of Being with ruling elder Ellen Creed Branham. He is the author of a second book Equipping the Saints: A Practical Resource for International Mission Engagement.
John’s and his wife Anna, have four children – Eliza (12), Jack (10), Pearl (8) and Tessa (7).

Pastoral Leadership
Rev. Karen Allen
Associate Pastor of Congregational Care
Karen Allen is an ordained teaching elder in the PCUSA having served on the staff of four
Presbyteries before coming to Brownson Church as Associate Pastor.
Karen graduated summa cum laude earning a Master of Divinity from Memphis Theological
Seminary while she served on the staff of St. Andrew Presbytery in Oxford, MS. She also
earned a M.A. in Christian Education from the Presbyterian School of Christian Education
(now Union Presbyterian Seminary) which led to productive and fulfilling years as a church
camp director.
Karen loves to travel with her husband Robert.

Rachel Cheney
Director of Youth and their Families
Rachel Cheney is a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary with a Master’s Degree in
Theology. Prior to Princeton, she studied Philosophy at Calvin College. Rachel is the second oldest in a family of six. In her free time, she enjoys running, lifting weights, baking and
exploring new places with her husband Matt.

Kelli Garbett
Director Children and their Families
Kelli Garbett was formerly a Teaching Fellow at UNC Charlotte, graduating in 2009 with a
Bachelor of Arts in Special Education, and again in 2011 with a Masters of Education Degree
in Special Education. She has been a Special Education teacher, grades K-12 and has been
a Teacher Recruiter and New Teacher Coach at UNC Charlotte. Kelli has also taught locally
at Southern Middle School. Kelli and her husband Jared have a son named Keaton.

John Tyson
Director of Music Ministries
John Tyson is a graduate of East Carolina University where he was a NC Teaching Fellow
and Cole Foundation of the Arts Scholar. John graduated from ECU in 2010 with a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education and Piano Studies. John formerly taught middle
and high school band and choir for five years. His ensembles received superior ratings at
the state and national level. He has been the past Director of Music at First Baptist Church
of Wadesboro, NC and First Presbyterian Church of Rockingham, NC. John is an accomplished pianist and has performed in NYC, France, and Italy. In his free time he enjoys riding
his thoroughbred horse Jack Reacher.

Austin Vernon
Director of Discipleship and Missions
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Austin Vernon is a North Carolina native and has an undergraduate degree from Davidson
College. He graduated with a Master of Divinity degree from Princeton Theological Seminary. During college, he had leadership roles with Davidson and Young Life. Austin has
worked at Nassau Presbyterian Church in Princeton, NJ and in various Youth Ministries.
Austin and his wife Abbey enjoy spending time with their two dogs Goose and Linus.

Church Staff
Indeed, the
body does not
consist of one
member but of
many.
1 Corinthians 12:14

Sandra Arrington
Administrative Assistant

Marilyn Baxter
Director of Member Ministries

Dick Hart
Facilities Manager

Jane Maynard
Assistant for Congregational Care

Stacey Ostlund
Director of Communications & IT

Anne Smith
Director of Finance & HR

Jamie Walker
Director of the Brownson Learning Center
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“All that we have belongs to God”

are some of the words from theologian John Calvin.

We share the session approved budget with you because we are grateful for all that God
has given to us. We recognize this is not our money, but that all we have in our lives, our
time, and our resources are gifts from God.

2019 Annual Budget Allocation
After months of work, Ministry Teams and the Session present to you this unanimously approved budget. In what seems to be anxious
times, we want to reassure you that we have no debt as a church, and we maintain a fiscally responsible reserve. We have intentionally
tried to control personnel costs and we are always seeking to be good stewards of all that God has given. With that being said, we
believe this budget reflects our vision and our values in these ways:
• Local, Global and Presbytery Missions - Reaching Beyond our Walls.
º With the creation of an Outreach endowment in 2018, utilizing a portion of the anonymous gift of $50,000, the growth of
Global Missions, and the new initiative fund, our goal will be to give more to Local and Global Missions this year than in
previous years. This budget includes an allocation to Presbytery Support Missions.
º Beyond giving, we hope to empower our church to serve. Our goal is not just to measure our faithfulness to God’s mission by
our dollars, but to think holistically about mission, and measure how we are doing by where we are serving.
 2019 Budget $168,039
• Christian Growth - Investing in the Next:
º You will see an increase in funding for our growing children and youth programs. Just a few years ago, we were lucky to have
a few kids during the children’s sermon. Now we welcome 10-20 each Sunday at each service. Just a few years ago, the
education building sat empty most of the week, but now it is filled each day by the Brownson Learning Center, Sunday
School, and Kids Connect.
 2019 Budget $27,800
• Christian Growth - Deepening Discipleship:
º For the first time in our church’s history, we have a Ministry Team that is focused solely on adult discipleship. From additional
Sunday School classes, Bible studies, Small Groups and opportunities for retreat, we are dreaming and investing in teaching,
and sharing God’s Word.
 2019 Budget $5,850
• Congregational Care - Caring Member to Member:
º Caring Member to Member is not costly in a financial sense, but it does require time, presence and people. You will see that
we continue to maintain and encourage ministry to each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.
 2019 Budget $11,200
• Compelling Worship:
º Do you love the music at Brownson? So do we, and we are increasing our investment in worship which is at the core of who
we are as people of faith.
 2019 Budget $49,005
• Operations & Communications:
º Do you love the Brownson Bells, our website, weekly eblasts, Sunday morning coffee and a host of day-to-day functions of
our church? So do we, and we continue to maintain a streamlined approach and fiscal responsibility to this important aspect
of our church.
 2019 Budget $61,304
• Personnel:
º We have an amazing staff team full of talented and committed professionals who go above and beyond to serve the mission
of the church. Through a mix of both full-time and part-time staff, we are following Session’s lead to serve all of our values, and
with the hiring of Kelli Garbett and Austin Vernon, we have begun to significantly expand Investing in the Next, Deepening
Discipleship and Reaching Beyond our Walls. We have seen new growth in our children’s programs and the ways our 		
members are serving in the community, and are poised for growth in our church.
 2019 Budget $753,098
• Property and Grounds:
º In an effort to maintain the integrity of our beautiful campus, we continue to look for ways to be good stewards of the facility
and the resources it provides.
 2019 Budget $182,500
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Brownson

Thank You
for leaving a legacy.

Legacy Society

Live the

MISSI

Brownson Church 2019 Stewardship Campaign

NGrow the
Dream

In 2018, the Brownson Legacy Society was
created to recognize the generosity of those
who have made contributions to our endowment or remembered Brownson in their
estate planning and encourages others to
leave a lasting legacy to the church. Since its
inception, 29 members of the congregation
have joined. To date, we have received over
$40,000 in direct gifts to our endowments
and many others have committed to remembering Brownson in their will.
Our endowments are an important and creative element in our church, enabling us to
do many exciting things that are not covered
by our operating budget. A planned gift
allows our members to make a statement of
faith that endures beyond a lifetime and provides us with an opportunity to support our
ministries for generations to come.

2019

Stewardship Campaign Overview
$1,071,816
$30,000
$50,000

321 pledge cards were received for a total of $1,071,816
Average pledge for 2019 was $3338.99 (an increase of $263.09)
Largest single pledge was $30,000
We celebrate the generosity of a member of our congregation
who donated $50,000 above and beyond their pledge
during the 2019 Pledge Campaign.
This gift is not included in the campaign results above.
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A Growing Church

2018

New Members
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44

2018

New Members in

New Members
• Held five Member Discovery Classes which added
44 new members
• Average age of the adult new members was 45 with 7 		
members in the 70+ category
• 8 children under 10
• 12 youth under 21
• Made connections with Confirmation Class, Handyman
Ministry, Stephen Ministry, Choir, Small Group study, Youth
Group and assisting with Children’s Ministry
Coming Home Picnic
• Four hundred members, previous members, friends, family
and visitors enjoyed a glorious day with great food
• Music was provided by John Tyson, Bob Henderson, Bob
Andradé and others and received rave reviews!
• Children were entertained with a bounce house, face 		
painting and corn hole
• It was a fabulous day with food, fun and fellowship
Pictorial Directory
• Over 300 families had their pictures taken for our new 		
directory that will be published in the spring of 2019.

Member Ministry Team
Caring M2M [Member to Member]
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2018 Coming Home Picnic

Brownson kicked off its programmatic year with the annual church picnic. Over 400 members, friends and visitors enjoyed a great meal, music and fellowship and the children
enjoyed face painting and a bounce house.

It was a beautiful day with the Brownson Family!

Caring M2M [Member to Member]
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Investing in the Next
Our goal was to be a self-sustaining ministry of Brownson Church and we have
met this goal during our first year in service. BLC gifted 4% of our tuition income
back to the church to cover costs of heating/air, maintenance
and bathroom supplies.

Investing in the Next

Brownson
Learning
Center
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Reaching Beyond Our Walls
Brownson Learning Center
At BLC, we are a preschool on a mission. We work hard to reach beyond our walls
and share the love of Jesus with others.
During the 2018 school year, we:
• collected over 100 pairs of socks for Family Promise.
• sent Valentine’s Day cards and “Mistle Toe” paintings to Penick Village residents.
• collected food and supplies for Caring Hearts for Canines.
• collected food items for our food pantry.
• painted crosses for our homebound church members.
• helped with hurricane clean-up.
• staff members adopted a family at Christmas.
Brownson Learning Center is
designed to provide a developmentally
appropriate education within a safe
and loving Christian environment.
We exist first and foremost to
introduce little children to Jesus in an
atmosphere that is warm, loving, fun,
and instructional. We have a sincere
love for children and a commitment to
help families raise their children to be
prepared educationally, emotionally,
socially, and spiritually to meet the
challenges that are ahead of them.
We believe that our preschool
provides an environment that is safe
and encouraging and where children
can work, play, and learn together
while being guided toward a happy,
wholesome development.
We believe that each child should
be encouraged to progress at his
own rate of speed toward enriched
experiences, self-discipline, and the
ability to make good choices. Our
aim is to provide an education that
develops the whole child by providing
an educational experience of lasting
value. We aim to help
develop in children the feeling of
being loved and valued. We keep our
program flexible so that individual
needs may be met, and each child can
progress at their own rate of speed.

Deepening Discipleship
At BLC, Jesus is the heart of all we do. We teach our children that “Jesus is the Light
of the World” and that we get the distinct privilege to be that light to others by the
way we act and treat one another. Our three and four-year-old classes participate in
Children’s Church each Wednesday. Our amazing pastoral staff alternate teaching
lessons to our children. We also invite our BLC families to attend these services.
Making Room for Others
In 2018, BLC expanded by adding an additional three and four-year-old classroom.
We painted, added laminate flooring and purchased furniture for two classrooms
upstairs in the Education Building. It has been such a transformation to an area of our
church that was unused for so long. To see it come to life and to see children filling
both the downstairs and upstairs spaces in the Education Building is a dream come
to life. This expansion led to BLC growing from serving 63 children during the 20172018 school year to serving 88 children during the 2018-2019 school year.
Our preschool is funded solely by tuition. In 2018, we hosted our first annual bikea-thon. Dollars raised by our bike-a-thon will be used to continue to provide highquality learning materials and improving the learning environment for our children.
During 2018, we expanded our teaching staff from 13 to 20 highly qualified, loving
individuals. We believe that our preschool staff embodies the values that Brownson
holds dear. We are so thankful that our teaching staff is comprised of both church
members and members of our community.
Reaching Beyond our Walls
We are constantly working to find ways to make bridges between the church and the
preschool; preschool families and the church; and our preschool and the community.
Magic the amazing “trick” horse came to do tricks for us during our farm theme!
Bella the therapy dog paid us a visit during our pet theme.
We love inviting parents and church members to volunteer in classrooms to play
games, read stories, work with small groups or help with projects.
2018 was a monumental year for BLC! Graduating our first group of Pre-K students
and sending them off to Kindergarten prepared socially, emotionally, spiritually and
academically! We are so honored that we have been called to love and learn with
these little people each day!

Our vision at BLC focuses on JOY! Above all else, we want our children, their families and our
teachers to feel joy like no other as part of our BLC family!
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In 2018, we launched the first Global Leaders Class and had five
students graduate in the spring. The class focused on leadership both
in the church and in the world. They will complete their final project
with a mission trip to Peru in 2019.

Over the summer, we sent 15 people
to Montreat for a week of worship,
exploring the mountains, and learning
more about God and each other.
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In the spring,
eight 8th grade
students finished
confirmation
class, shared
their personal
faith stories,
and joined the
church.

Brownson Youth
Investing in the Next
The youth teamed up with Empty Stocking
to support three families this year and
delivered gifts before Christmas.
• The Youth Group started the year off with a Ski Trip to Beech Mountain. The weekend was full of skiing and snowboarding, playing
games together, and enjoying one another’s company.
• In 2018, we launched the first Global Leaders Class and had five students graduate. The class focused on leadership in the church and in
the world and ends with a mission trip to Peru.
• In the spring, eight 8th grade students finished confirmation class, shared their personal faith stories, and joined the church.
• On Palm Sunday the youth hosted their annual pancake breakfast fundraiser. There was standing room only and the youth raised twice
as much as the previous year. All proceeds support the youth mission fund.
• On Easter Sunday the youth participated in the Sunday morning services with a dramatic interpretation of song.
• On Maundy Thursday the confirmation class of 2018 participated in the foot-washing ceremony—a meaningful tradition for the 		
confirmands and a part of their journey in joining the church.
• On Youth Sunday, the high school Youth Group led worship in song, prayer, and in preaching. The middle school participated in the choir
and ushered that day.
• Youth group ended with a splash at the End of the Year Party on the lake with water games, tubing and skiing, and lots of good food.
• In the summer, the youth volunteered to help with Vacation Bible School. They participated in skits, leading worship, and playing games
with younger students.
• The youth traveled to Carowinds over the summer for a day riding roller-coasters and going to the water park.
• Due to conflict in the area, the Youth Mission trip to Nicaragua was postponed until next summer. In lieu of the trip the youth held a car
wash fundraiser to support the non-profit group where they raised over $1,500. We are thankful for our church and community
for the support.
• Over the summer, we enjoyed having three student interns on our staff team.
• Over the summer, we sent 15 people to Montreat for a week of worship, exploring the mountains, and learning more about God
and each other.
• In the fall, the youth group started the year with a pool and pizza party at CCNC.
• The youth hosted Trunk or Treat and welcomed families from our church and community, with games, face painting, and a bounce 		
house. This year, the youth wanted to focus on being a welcoming and inclusive group, so they passed out fliers inviting new people to
come to church and get involved.
• The youth had a sleep over and an all-nighter full of games and sports and team building activities.
• In December, the Youth Group was busy with Ugly Christmas Sweater parties, bowling night, gift exchanges, caroling and chili, 		
participating in the Brownson Children’s play, singing in the choir, and playing in the brass ensemble.
• The youth teamed up with Empty Stocking to support three families this year and delivered gifts before Christmas.
• Charlie Taylor and Anna Grace Black were our Youth Elders in 2018. They helped lead the youth group in worship, participated in 		
services, and volunteered throughout the year.

Other Notable Achievements

• Over the summer the youth voted for the next Youth Elder Representatives. They chose Abby Ostlund and Luke Bullock and we are 		
excited for this next year with them as Youth Elders.
• The first ever, Brownson Youth Praise Band began this year involving middle and high school students with all types of musical ability.
• Once a month the Youth Praise Band leads us in worship at youth group with song and scripture reading.
• Brownson youth welcomes, for the first time, a Middle School Leadership Team, who helps plan fun and meaningful events for the Youth
Group. The team includes, Emily Cates, Claude Morris, Stella Harris, and Reeves Cates.
• Brownson youth continues participating in Youth Connection Events throughout the year with other youth groups in the area to build 		
community relationships between the young people in the church.
• Sunday School continues to meet throughout the year in the Youth Suite every Sunday for donuts, lessons about life and faith,
and fellowship.
• Twice a week, High School students meet at Chick-Fil-A and Mean Bean Café for breakfast and a Bible study.
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Sermon Series
Deepening Discipleship
Throughout 2018, Brownson had six
Sermon Series that included:
Living the Questions: Measures of
an Embodied Faith
Catch the Spirit: What may the
Spirit be doing in our lives
and in our church?
Reimagine, Refocus, Renew,
Recreate: A purposeful Summer
Practices that Renew
Hope Connection and Blessings:
Practices that support
Healing and Wholeness
Live the Mission. Grow the Dream.
Signs, Songs, Saviors and Unlikely
Servants of the Season

2018 By The Numbers
Brownson baptized 4 children.
Performed 2 member weddings.
Pastored to families and loved
ones for 20 Memorial Services,
Funerals and Graveside Services.

BROWNSON
MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

A missional community called to love and live in Christ

20
FUNERALS

4

BAPTISMS

2

WEDDINGS
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Brownson
Kids
Investing in the Next

• We went on the Rolling River Rampage with God (VBS)
with more than 80 children.
• We enjoyed Family Game Night with multiple Brownson
families.
• We averaged 20 children each Sunday in Kids Corner.
• We doubled our weekly attendance in kids Sunday
School classes from 2017.
• We celebrated the beginning of school with a Back to
School family bash.
• We kicked Off Kids Connect with 35 children
grades K-5.
• We shared the Children’s Musical “No Wonder” with
more than 20 child cast members.
• We began refurbishment of the Education Building.
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Brownson completed its third
annual Lenten Small Group
Series and studied Living the
Questions: Measures of an
Embodied Faith. Nearly 200
members and friends joined
small groups throughout each
week, enjoying food, fellowship
and meaningful study time.

Lenten
Small Group
Series

• Two new Sunday School classes were
created in 2018. “Faith, Family, and Fellowship” is an ongoing class geared towards
young adults and young families, while
“Introduction to the Old Testament”
explored the major themes of the
Old Testament.
• A Bible study for moms at Brownson was
also launched in 2018.
• Other small groups, such as Theology on
Tap and the Men’s Prayer Breakfast, continued to meet regularly throughout the year
and welcomed many new members.
• An Adult Discipleship Ministry Team was
created to support adult education programs and plan for new initiatives in the area
of Adult Discipleship.

Adult Christian
Education
Deepening Discipleship
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Congregational Care

Caring M2M [Member to Member]
• The Visitation Ministry has expanded its reach and 		
involvement of members by approximately 50%.
• A new community-wide initiative, "Women's Night of Spiritual
Empowerment," was planned and successfully carried out
leading to a movement of follow-up events in Moore County.
• Partnerships with diverse congregations in our community
are being explored to build bridges of opportunity for closer
relationships, increased understanding, shared worship, and
neighborhood service.
• Community-wide Bible study and book discussion was
conducted by Karen Allen and Christal Cole with over 		
50 participants along with a visit to Camp Duncan for Girls in
Aberdeen by women from Brownson and Trinity
AME Zion Church.
• A congregational survey was developed and used to collect
data to focus strategic planning decisions on the intersection
of member interests and needs with BMPC values, particularly
Caring M2M and Making Room for Others.
• The Prayer Shawl Ministry knitted and crocheted many baby
hats and blankets that were sent with our Mission Team to
Peru, where they were given to a shelter for abused girls.
• Twenty-two teams served Home Communion with a total of
94 persons participating and receiving the Lord’s Supper
in 2018.

Making Room for Others
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Worship
Ministry Team

Compelling Worship
• Created and implemented pre-service musical meditation
• Presented Friends of the Groom in worship and formed new
drama team
• New service of Healing and Anointing
• Expanded Tenebrae Service to include soloists and Moore
County Brass
• Presented a variety of instrumental offerings in
Worship services
• Orchestrated/Organized and decorated church for Easter
and Christmas with team of volunteers
• Built membership in hand bells and played in more services
• Created a brass ensemble made up of church members
Reaching Beyond Our Walls
• Participated in Christmas in the Pines at the Fair Barn - a 		
community-wide celebration
• Shared a Cantata and hosted a reception open to the public
• Members of the choir traveled to Church in the Pines to 		
participate in their worship service
• Participated in Christmas caroling
• Provided music for the Coming Home Picnic
• Members participated in formulating safety plan
Deepening Discipleship
• Participated in Montreat Music and Worship Conference
• Participated in Friends of the Groom workshop
• Established a choir music committee
Investing In The Next
• Formed youth praise band for Youth Worship Nights
• Rehearsed and presented children’s Christmas musical
• Reformulated and grew participation in Kid’s Connect
• Provided music, leadership and planning for VBS
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Global Missions

Reaching Beyond our Walls
The Global Missions Ministry Team has had an amazing
year at Brownson Church. We are excited to continue
our partnership and support of our PC(USA) mission
partners Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru and look forward
to growing our efforts to Reach Beyond Our Walls in
2019 and beyond.
Peru Mission Trip - August 2018
• 14 Members of Brownson travelled to Peru to help
build the nation’s first public school for the deaf.
• Two-room schoolhouse serving 60 deaf students
and teachers was built.
• Special donations enabled us to upgrade to a metal
roof structure, running water in the out-houses, and
stucco for the brick structure.
• Provided emergency funding to pay for special doors
and windows required by the state.
• Financed additional education and certification for
Jessy Maria (teacher) and Diego Mayuri
(teacher’s assistant).
Rise Against Hunger
• Packaged and shipped more than 25,000 meals – an
increase of 5,000 over previous years.
• Meals were shipped to Malawi where there is an acute
need due to poverty and poor agricultural practices.
Afrizo
• Hosted six students from Afrizo – a gospel choir from
Daystar University in Kenya. Daystar is a private Christian University on the outskirts of Nairobi, Kenya.
• Funded a one-year scholarship for a Daystar student
through Global Missions funds, donations and
special offerings.
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Hurricane Relief Efforts
Following hurricane Florence, 20 Brownson
volunteers went into the community to serve
on reach teams helping members and neighbors with hurricane cleanup of their homes.
In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Florence, Brownson spearheaded a churchwide
donation drive for those who were adversely
affected by the hurricane. Our congregation
donated cases of water, boxes of diapers,
personal hygiene kits, cleaning supplies,
nonperishable food, and many other valuable
supplies. These donations were transported
to the Harrelson Center in Wilmington, NC,
which was the disaster relief center that distributes supplies to those who needed them
most. Congregational donations and disaster
relief monies from the Local Missions budget
provided $9,260 to Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance for hurricane relief. Subsequently,
another $5,000 was provided to Sandhills
Food Bank earmarked to Moore County
hurricane related assistance.
Brownson Serves Monthly small groups of
Brownson volunteers, led by Local Missions,
worked with Sandhills Food Bank in Southern Pines to provide food to 930 individuals
and 300 households in Hamlet and 11,593
meals to low-income seniors.
Family Promise provides temporary
housing to mothers and children. Brownson volunteers provided evening meals and
over-night hosting for 20 days in 2018. 73%
of these families transitioned to permanent
housing.
30 volunteers traveled to Robbins to help
252 children have a Merry Christmas by
supporting Santa’s Workshop, sponsored by
North Moore Family Resource Center.
Brownson also sponsored two children for
the academic school year at HOPE Academy.
Pack the Pickup, the Coalition's annual
food drive, takes place every spring where
Brownson members serve at a local grocery
store collecting food for the drive.
Brownson members served during one of
the shoe distribution days for the Coalition's
Shoes for Students. During Brownson's
shift, 75 Moore County elementary school
children identified by their school social
worker, were fitted and received new tennis
shoes and socks.

Local Missions

Reaching Beyond our Walls
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Deepening Discipleship

Presbyterian Women

There are five Circles of Presbyterian Women
with nearly 100 members who gather monthly, August through May, to nurture their faith
through Bible study, mission and fellowship.
In 2018, through its endowment and the “Stay
At Home Tea,” PW provided $12,000 for
scholarships to Brownson members pursuing
their undergraduate or divinity degrees. The
Brownson Craft Fair, a new initiative for PW in
2018, raised over $7,600 for scholarships and
worldwide missions. These scholarships and
mission recipients will be announced in 2019.
As a mission project, PW supported Project
Linus, making thirty hand-made blankets for
traumatized and needy children. As in years
past, PW presented gifts of Bibles to graduating high school seniors and a pizza party for
the church’s youth.
In December, each of the Presbyterian Women’s Circles participated in the Empty Stocking Program and delivered wrapped gifts
to families in need. In May, PW recognized
teachers of the Brownson Learning Center
with an Appreciation Luncheon. PW hosts five
Teas or luncheons throughout the year featuring a program of some kind. An introduction
to the year’s Bible Study, The Rev. Bill Giles,
the Pinecrest High School Madrigal Singers,
Mrs. Juliet Lam Kuenhle MS, NCC, LPC and
Installation of New Officers constitute this
year’s programming.
In 2018, the Congregation celebrated the Gifts
of Women Sunday. Members from Circles
participated by serving as ushers, greeters,
and presenters of the Prayer of Thanksgiving.
Women elders served communion. PW also
provided the chancel flowers for this day.
Missions supported by the Presbyterian
Women’s Circles on an on-going basis
include: BackPack Pals, Coalition for Human
Care, Boys and Girls Club of the Sandhills,
Sandhills Crop Hunger Walk, Northern Moore
Family Resource Center, Family Promise,
Friend to Friend, Sandhills Children’s Center,
Food for the Coalition, the Moore Free Care
Clinic, Presbyterian Women’s Mission Pledge,
Thank Offering, Birthday Offering, and Fellowship of the Least Coin.
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Investing in the Next, Compelling Worship, and Caring M2M
Fully renovated the Fellowship Hall.
A bright and welcoming space for worship and gatherings.
The Hall has updated, robust multimedia capabilities and a larger stage for performances.

Property & Grounds Ministry
Renovated Narthex and Nave Garden Hallway.
These spaces have new flooring, furniture and more making them
inviting entrances into our Church.

Finalized the LED conversion in the Cornerstone Building,
Brownson Learning Center and Sanctuary.
This completes the lighting portion of our energy savings initiative to reduce energy costs
and lessen our environmental resource needs.
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