


2016 was a great year! 
I am so thankful for all the ways our church is growing.
• This year we added more new members than in any one of the past 8 years.
• We had a great stewardship campaign and ended the year well.
• We pastored to families and loved ones for 23 Memorial Services, Funerals  
   and Graveside services.
• Christian Growth developed a new weekly program called 
   Brownson Kids Connect.
• Our flower ministry prepared and delivered flowers each week totaling 519  
   arrangements to the homebound, sick or hospitalized.
• Through Martha’s Friends, Brownson held 12 receptions for funerals,  
   serving approximately 1,800 people.
• We began to try new things! We successfully orchestrated a live stream  
   sermon via Skype on World Communion Sunday by our Missionary 
   in Lima, Peru!
• We launched a Vision Process that will guide us into the future.

Being a Christian is a way of life. Christian practices such as worshiping, 
providing hospitality, stewardship, keeping Sabbath, giving witness, 
practicing forgiveness, singing the faith and offering healing are some of the 
ways we live out our faith in community with other Christians and through 
our interactions with the larger world.

Our Annual Report provides a glimpse of how we have practiced our faith 
in the past year. The ministries of worship, mission, caring, healing, serving, 
giving, nurturing, praying and teaching are all Christian practices. We should 
all be proud of what we have to share.

It is wonderful to look back over this year and celebrate. It is a great joy and 
privilege to serve as your pastor and I give thanks for the abundant grace of 
God.
     Grace and peace,

John

Dear Brownson Church Family:

Class of 2017
• Scott Absher
• Jeff Acker
• Joe Boals
• Chris DiMarco
• Amelia Kirkland
• Marcus Larose
• Paul McGuire
• Diane Westbrook

Session Members
Class of 2018
• Christal Cole
• Bill Eastman 
  [Clerk of Session]
• Lynn Gardam
• Jeff Gilbert
• Callip Hall
• Jack Hendricks
• Sandy Hemingway
• Lucy Kimbell
• Scott Kittrell
• Jeannette Wilson

Class of 2019
• Eleanor Carraher
• Lisa Corbett
• Mary Lee Gilmore
• Tim Lovin
• Lacy McGuire
• Paul McGuire
• Emily Neller
• Suellen Nesbit
• Bun Perkinson
• Craig Pryor
• Augusta Smith

Session Members
2016

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying 
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of 

your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.”

Philippians 1:3-5



Rev. John C. Hage
Senior Pastor

John Hage is an ordained teaching elder in the PC(USA) with over 11 years-experience 
working at some of the largest churches in the PC(USA).

John graduated cum laude with a B.A. in political science with a minor in Spanish at Wake 
Forest University in Winston-Salem, NC. John has studied in Quito, Ecuador as well as 
Salamanca, Spain. He has also done mission work in Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua, 
Mexico, Kenya and Brazil as well as in New Orleans, Indianapolis, and Durham.

John is the author of two books. He co-wrote Called to Life: An Invitation to a Missional 
Way of Being with ruling elder Ellen Creed Branham. He is the author of a second book 
Equipping the Saints: A Practical Resource for International Mission Engagement.

John and his wife Anna have four children - Eliza, Jack, Pearl and Tessa.

Rev. Karen Allen
Associate Pastor of Congregational Care

Karen Allen is an ordained teaching elder in the PC(USA) having served on staff in 
Fayetteville, South Louisiana, and Saint Andrew Presbyteries before coming to Brownson 
Church as Associate Pastor.

Karen graduated with a B.S. in recreation administration and physical education with a 
minor in biology from Appalachian State University in Boone, NC.

Karen loves to travel with her husband Robert.

Kris Brammer
Director of Youth Ministries

Kris “Bubba” Brammer joined Brownson Memorial Presbyterian as Director of Youth 
Ministries in 2004. Kris has served God through youth ministry for over 20 years.

A native of Roanoke, VA, Kris has a bachelor’s degree from Radford University, a Master’s 
degree in Christian Education from Union Presbyterian Seminary, and he is currently 
working on his Doctorate in Educational Ministry from Columbia Seminary.

Cathy Mooney
Director of Christian Education

Cathy Mooney has been a Christian Educator since 1981 and has been with Brownson 
since 2013. She has an undergraduate degree in communication arts/public relations 
and a masters of divinity degree from Union Presbyterian Seminary.

Cathy and her husband Tim enjoy creating beautiful pottery.

Michael Howe
Director of Music Ministries & Organist

Michael has been at Brownson for 18 years serving as our Director of Music Ministries 
and Organist and has an undergraduate degree from East Carolina University. Micheal 
served for 30 years as the Choirmaster and Organist at Rock Spring Congregational 
United Church in Arlington, VA. Micheal resides in Hamlet, NC.

Who Leads Us



Often, Brownson has needs beyond our normal operating budget. 
As we continue to be good stewards of your financial contributions, 
we would like to provide our members the opportunity to give a 
special gift outside of their normal pledge. These items will be used 
by our Ministry Teams and will benefit the entire congregation.
If you are not able to contribute an entire item from our list, but 
would like to contribute partially to something, we welcome that too!

Here is our wish list: 
New projector for Christian Growth
Folding Machine
Sponsor a performance by Friends of the Groom Drama Group
Van or Minibus for Youth Group and fellowship events

Our Wish List:

Resource Allocation

*All donations are tax deductible
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*the figures represent 2017 operational budgets including corresponding salaries.

Montreat Youth Conference

2017 Budget Allocation



A Growing Church
2016 New Members



Growth in Worship
WORSHIP COMMITTEE
2016 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• Maintained Worship Committee finances within budget.
• Further involved our Youth in Sunday worship by securing acolytes and
  cross bearers.
• Offered Communion training to new Elders as they joined the session.
• Created continued interest in the growth of the Choir and Worship Arts     
  programs.
• Encouraged all members to fill out name tag forms and to wear them.
• Organized 2017 Usher Schedule, 2017 Communion Schedule, 2017 Prayer
  of Thanksgiving Schedule and the 2017 Information Center Schedule.
• Established a GroupMe Text messaging group for better communication    
  between Elders.
• Upgraded the sound system in the Sanctuary.
• Provided usher support for many Funerals and Memorial Services    
  throughout the year. Helped provide meaningful and moving special services  
  to include: Maundy Thursday, A Special Prayer Vigil, Traveler’s Service and     
  a Service of Healing and Hope.

Throughout 2016, Brownson had three Sermon Series that included:
A Six Part Series on Paul’s Letter to Ephesians
A Disciple’s Path – Following Jesus in the Gospel of Luke
A Geography of Salvation – A path to Bethlehem with landmarks from the book of Isaiah.

Sermon Series:

In 2016, a Member Ministry Team was formed with the mission of conducting 
New Member Classes and working to integrate new members into our active 
Congregation. Two members of the team are new to Brownson and have 
participated in New Member Classes which has provided a valuable perspective. 
The team conducted four New Member Classes, which added 58 new members, 
up from 32 in 2015 and 35 in 2014. Along with these new members, came 20 
children under 18. The average age of the adult new member is 49.

New members became involved in various activities including: Stephen Ministry, 
Choir, Small Group Studies and volunteering in the church office.

In 2016, two of our new members were facing the end stage of life when they 
joined Brownson. As we ministered to them during this time, we created a special 
bond that helped bring them the peace of Christ. It was a meaningful experience 
for all.

Friendship pads are reviewed weekly for visitors and contact is made when 
information is provided. This information is used to help formulate upcoming New 
Member Classes.

2016

2015
2014




Brownson 
New Member Growth

58

3235

BEING THE CHURCH

Member Ministry Team



Youth
• Maintained and grew a comprehensive youth program under the leadership of Kris Brammer,  
   Director of Youth Ministries.
• Provided a Youth Sunday worship service with the purpose of allowing youth to contribute to  
   worship life at Brownson, while teaching our youth the elements of worship and why 
   we have them.
• Welcomed 10 new youth members through the Confirmation class in the spring.
• Involved middle and high school youth in PC(USA) summer youth conferences at Montreat     
   and Massanetta Springs.
• Offered outreach and service opportunities throughout the year by working with local    
   agencies, giving our youth an opportunity to care for their neighbors, including the beginning 
   of a new summer partnership with Northern Moore Family Resource Center summer 
   preschool program.
• Provided a community and church fellowship event partnering with First Baptist Church for the  
   annual Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 30.

Children
• Developed Brownson Kids Connect for children age 5 through fifth grade, offering music,   
   fellowship, bible study and fun on a weekly basis.
• Created a dynamic opportunity for children and families for a Summer Bible Adventure (VBS).
• Provided childcare for children on Sunday mornings during worship and Sunday School, as 
   well as other opportunities during the year (small groups, Christmas Eve Worship, Presbyterian  
   Women events, etc.)
• Helped develop worship skills for young children through Wee Worship and the Children’s    
   worship shelf in the Narthex.
• Offered opportunities for learning and fun in the summer through story hour and the 
   big kid lock-in.
• Completed two Children’s Worship Arts summer camp programs and performances of   
   Godspell, Jr. and Two by Two at the Zoo.
• Began planning and discussion on a Parent’s Morning Out program.

Christian Education 
Adults
• Completed a highly successful first-time Lenten Series study with over 150 participants.
• Offered Bible study opportunities for adults, long term and short term.
• Offered training opportunities for those who lead, teach and volunteer within Christian Growth.

Congregation
• Provided Lent prayer stations in the Atrium for our congregation.
• Increased the number of Sunday School classes for adults which led to more people of all   
   ages involved in Sunday morning classes.
• With the help of Worship Arts, lead the family Christmas Eve Worship Service.
• Provided devotional material for all ages for Lent and Advent.
• Continued to upgrade and resource the church library as a vital tool for all church members.

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

Nurture
BROWNSON
K I D S





Brownson baptized 7 children.
Performed 2 member weddings.

Pastored to families and loved ones for 23 Memorial Services, 
Funerals and Gaveside Services.

Global Missions
• Brownson continues to develop our Global Missions Committee who began planning for the 2017 
   Mission Trip to Lima, Peru.
• On World Communion Sunday, we successfully orchestrated a live stream sermon via Skype, delivered by our Missionary  
   partner Jed Koball live from Peru.

What we know from Proverbs is that “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Proverbs 29
Early in 2016, a Vision Team of five – Pastor John, Jennifer Berk, John Cates, Caroline Eddy, and Jeff Gilbert – were 
empowered by the Session to discuss the vision question. The Team determined, in consultation with the session, that it 
was time for Brownson to listen to where God was leading. It had been over 10 years since a visioning process had been 
undertaken and there were important questions to consider.
• Where is God calling Brownson as a church (the vision)?
• How do we help Brownson take the steps to achieve the vision?
• What are the resources needed to achieve the vision?

The consulting firm Auxano became our partner and a Vision Framing Team was formed. 
The Vision Framing Team consists of:

This team began meeting in September and continues to work through the vision process through monthly meetings. The 
Session has been involved and the congregation completed a survey to help guide us through this process.
Many great things will begin to form through this process and will help provide our vision and direction for the future.

Vision Process

Karen Allen
Bob Harling
Craig Pryor

Bill Eastman
Charles Harris
Missy Quis

Katherine Ewing
Ginger Monroe
Jeannette Wilson

John Hage
Stacey Ostlund
Paula Zellers

7
2

23
By The Numbers:

BAPTISMSFUNERALS

MEMBER WEDDINGSM E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
BROWNSON

2016

V I S I O N  F R A M I N G  T E A M

VFT



Brownson kicked off our 2016-2017programmatic Year with an All Church 
Picnic! Approximately 375 friends, family and visitors joined us for a great 
meal, music and fellowship. Floral centerpieces were created by our 
Flower Ministry, music was graciously provided by church member Bob 
Henderson, a bounce house and face painting were enjoyed by many 
children, and we took a moment to celebrate those who have been 
members of Brownson for more than 40 years. It was a beautiful day and 
the beginning of a new tradition!

2016
All Church Picnic



How We Care

New Efforts
• In 2016, we began a matrix to review and make strategic decisions about future ministries and the needs 
   of our congregation.
• Supported the formation of a new ministry team to welcome new members and help them become active in our church.
• Organized a new hospital visitation team.
• Invited members of the ministry teams that we support to share information about their work. 
Ongoing Care
• Through Martha’s Friends, held 12 receptions for funerals at Brownson serving approximately 1,800 people.
• Also through Martha’s Friends, provided a simple supper following Ash Wednesday service in February and held a 
   reception following the Silent Night service of healing and hope in December.
• Hospitality was provided through our Meal Ministry for meals that included: the Vision Framing Team, Caroling & Chili   
   Supper, Session Retreats, the Presbytery Meeting, Stop Hunger Now volunteer lunch and the Bill Jones Series 
   luncheon totaling 720 meals.
• Our Meal Ministry team provided 300 frozen heat & eat meals for those who needed temporary meal assistance.
• Our Flower Ministry prepared flowers each week for delivery of 519 arrangements of flowers by the visitation team to the   
   homebound, sick, or hospitalized, including 107 Christmas poinsettias and 100 Easter lilies to homebound members.
• Our Prayer Shawl Ministry presented 23 shawls and/or baby booties to new mothers or congregants who struggle with   
   significant illness or loss.
• Presented 7 Bibles to children who were baptized.
• Our Prayer team met weekly to pray for those who were in the hospital, those who lost someone dear to them, those who
   requested prayers, and for our church, country, world, and our missionaries. Through this ministry, 13,260 prayer    
   concerns and requests were prayed for in 2016.
• Our children drew pictures used to make greeting cards which were mailed through our Card Ministry.
• Sent 284 caring cards to recognize 50th anniversaries (99); cards for 90+ birthdays (60); and cards for the loss of a loved   
   one and to those in the hospital (125).
Reaching Out
• Our Stephen Ministry team provided a caring relationship with 26 people in need, and presented 25 Journeying Through   
   Grief book sets to those who lost loved ones this past year.
• Led two grief support groups; one in the spring and one in the fall.
• Our CD Ministry team provided recording of services/sermons when requested to members who are homebound.
• Over 125 of BMPC members went Christmas caroling at several private and retirement/nursing homes. They returned to   
   the church for fellowship and a chili supper afterward.
• Provided Sunday morning fellowship coffee and snacks, financially supported the church-wide picnic, arranged dine   
   around and first Sunday brunch gatherings and planned for the Staff Appreciation Luncheon to be held in January.



How We Share

Hurricane Matthew Relief Effort
Members of Brownson rallied together to help support the local relief effort following Hurricane Matthew. Shepherded by 
Elder Lee Pittman, Brownson collected thousands of pounds of food, water, personal hygiene items, undergarments and 
clothing that was distributed to those in need in Lumberton, NC.

Stop Hunger Now!
Over 150 people gathered on Sunday, June 5 and prepared 20,100 meals for this annual meal packaging event. Over the 
last 5 years, Brownson has packaged over 120,000 meals, feeding the hungry in Haiti, Nicaragua, Dominican Republic and 
the Philippines.

Habitat for Humanity – Apostle Build
We participated in the Apostle Build for Habitat in the Robbins area by providing lunch, snacks, and lots of workers for 
several weekends in the fall.

Family Promise 
Through Brownson’s financial support, Family Promise was able to purchase their own home in 2016. In addition to 
financial support, we provide volunteers for meals, transportation, evening fellowship and overnight support.

Gleaning
A team of members gleaned 2,374 pounds of sweet potatoes in the fall going to the local food bank. The strawberry crop 
was compromised due to freezing temperatures, so gleaning these fields did not take place in 2016.

Brownson’s Empty Stocking
We joyfully provided Christmas for 54 families in need in the Moore County area. Shopping, wrapping and delivering gifts 
was graciously supported by members of our church.

Communities in Schools
Last fall, Brownson sponsored the Community in Schools back to school picnic at Camelot Park. We also support their 
mentoring program through volunteers.

Education
Through our Theological Education Fund we provided Chris Taylor (member) with a scholarship to Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary.

Meal Ministry 
The Meal Ministry Team prepared 3,600 meals that were given to feed the hungry.

Northern Moore Family Resource Center 
Over 200 shirts for Santa’s workshop were contributed and we also provided financial and volunteer support for their Hope 
Academy Preschool.



Saving God’s planet by doing our part
• Replaced 175 watt HID outside Flood Lights on Sanctuary Cupola with 30 watt LEDs.
• Replaced all Sanctuary High Ceiling “Can” lights and Balcony chandelier lights with LEDs  
   to reduce replacement frequency. Further replacements are being evaluated.
• Completed installation of WiFi-enabled thermostats throughout 
   non-Cornerstone buildings.
• Replaced all Elevator lights with LEDs.
• Cost of recycling reduced nearly 60%.
Preventative Maintenance
• All interior sidewalks and gutter areas pressure washed.
• All parking lots and driveways repaired where necessary, sealed and repainted.
• Sanctuary exterior doors repainted; all brass hardware removed, 
   polished and reinstalled.
• Installed electricity to TV monitors and completed implementation of 
   digital signage project.
• Main electric service meter cabinet for the Sanctuary Building reattached to the building.
• Decking on bridge to old office area (now Conference Center) replaced.
• Rebuilt the 4 chilled water circulating pumps on Cornerstone HVAC system.
• Repaired Sanctuary elevator door.
• Improved Emergency Lighting and Exit Light Inspection Program.
• Replaced significant number of emergency lighting batteries and ballasts.
• Replaced condenser fan motor on Sanctuary main Air conditioning unit.
• Evaluated condition of all building roofs and repaired where necessary which included   
   significant leak under the cupola over the Sanctuary.
• Replaced broken disconnect switches on Fellowship Hall HVAC Units.
• Rewired controls on Fellowship Hall HVAC Units.
• Established water chemistry control on Cornerstone Building heating 
   and cooling systems.
• Removed dead Indian Hawthorne bushes from Nave Garden; plans for 
   replanting are underway.
• Cleaned all carpets in Conference Center, Atrium and Education Building.
• Repaired significant leak around steeple on Cornerstone Building.

Where We Gather

Before

After

2017 Stewardship Campaign Overview
Categories     #  2017 Pledge 

New Pledges     $45,673   $45,673
Increased Pledges   $479,078   $81,292

Decreased Pledges     $83,755   ($26,031)
No Change in Pledge   $360,700
"Stopped" Pledges       ($82,824)
Totals (actual pledges)   $969,206

37
149

33
149
52

368

$ 126,965 Total "New" Money

$ 18,110 Total Net in new money

2017 New Money
2017 New Money

decreased from 2016

stopped from 2016



Brownson’s Presbyterian Women have five circles and nearly 100 members that gather monthly. They have two major 
fundraisers during the year to support their generous Scholarship program, as well as various outreach efforts. They raise 
scholarship funds through the Stay at Home Tea and the Treasures & Trinkets Sale. They support Brownson members 
pursuing their undergraduate degrees as well as members pursuing a Divinity degree.

PW luncheons throughout the year included an Inspiring Speaker Series. In 2016, inspiring speakers were Rev. Dr. Joan 
SalmonCampbell, a Charity Panel Forum, and the Madrigal Singers performed for their Christmas luncheon.

In 2016, the Congregation celebrated with the Gifts of Women Sunday. Members from Circles participated in serving as 
Ushers and Greeters as well as offered the Prayer of Thanksgiving. Flowers were provided by the Coordinating Team and 
were dedicated to the Glory of God in thanksgiving for women everywhere.

PW outreach efforts include: Habitat for Humanity, Crop Walk, Little Dresses for Africa, The Coalition, Moore Free Care 
Clinic, Friend to Friend, Empty Stocking, Family Promise as well as providing a water well in Ghana.

Presbyterian Women

Website Re-Design
In September, Brownson’s newly designed website was launched. The site was created with our existing partnership with 
ACS through their Web Networks Department. The website will allow for a live church calendar, sermon audio, weekly 
bulletins and newsletters as well as upcoming event registration. The new website provides a glimpse into what a visitor will 
find when coming to Brownson. This project was funded by an anonymous donation for Technology.

Podcast on iTunes
Beginning last fall, Brownson members could access our sermons via Podcast on iTunes.

Sound System
Phase I of the new sound system in the Sanctuary was installed and was provided by a generous gift from
an anonymous donor.

Campus TV Monitors
TV monitors were installed throughout the campus to provide information to members about upcoming events as well as 
images of the fun things happening at Brownson.

Upgrades
Brownson changed and upgraded our internet provider from Century Link to Time Warner. All staff computers were 
upgraded to Windows 10. Our server was replaced to house more data for the future.

Worship Beyond our Walls
Technology



Church Staff

Sandra Arrington
Administrative Assistant

Marilyn Baxter
Director of Member Ministries

Marilyn Chalker
Director of Finance & Operations

Lucinda Cole
Assistant to the Senior Pastor

Dick Hart
Interim Facilities Manager

Jane Maynard
Assistant for Congregational Care

Stacey Ostlund
Director of Communications


