BROWNSON
MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A missional community called to love and live in Christ

CELEBRATE THE RESURRECTION

Bells Newsletter April 2018

If you want to see what’s happening
throughout the week at Brownson
Church, follow us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/brownsonchurch

If you missed a sermon,
they are podcast on iTunes.
Find them by searching Brownson
Church or click on
the icon on John’s weekly email
communications!

Come Worship Him!

Join us on these Sundays

D E A R

BROWNSON

Sunday, April 8
Sunday, May 6
Sunday, June 3

I am so thankful to be a part of this Church. What an amazing experience to
be here for Easter! I want to say thank you to all who helped with worship.
As always, the music was amazing! I experienced the good news of Christ’s
resurrection.

A note from a visitor said this, “This is such an amazing church. The Lord
shines so brightly! Thank you for blessing me today.” I could not agree with
her more. This church is special.
I think this quote reflects what it means to be the body of Christ. A community
where we care about one another, study God’s Word, and try and live out
Christ’s calling.

In this issue of Bells, you will find some comments from the small group series
we did during Lent. The series was a huge success. We had 16 groups and
over 190 Brownson members participate. I want to thank the small group
facilitators, Rachel and Stacey who helped lead this initiative.

John

This is a special church and I feel like the Risen Lord is leading us forward.

May God bless you and keep you!

Senior Pastor

www.brownsonchurch.org
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a
Session Digest

F A M I L Y :

Meeting on March 18, 2018

New members Dale and JoAnn
Erickson were welcomed.

The Congregational Care Ministry
Team presented how they are
supporting the values and mission
of the church and shared their
goals for 2018. This Ministry Team
also proposed that Brownson
host a Women’s Night of Spiritual
Empowerment in the fall of 2018.
The Session approved the use of
New Initiative funds to support the
event. Brownson will sponsor this
ecumenical, social and learning event
to connect women in our community
with each other and with the love of
Jesus Christ.
A joint committee combining
representatives of Session and
the Brownson Learning Center’s
Advisory Board will work to create
written policy guidelines between
the church and the Learning Center.

Throughout the
season of Lent,
16 small groups
participated in the
study “Living the
Questions:
Measures of an
Embodied faith.”
Wonderful
relationships were
built, both new
and old, and strong
bonds were formed
throughout our
Congregation.

16

SMALL GROUPS

Deepening Discipleship

A special Thank You to
those who stepped up
to lead a small group, and to those who may have
stepped out of their comfort zone to participate. We
hope you found your experience to be worthwhile.
If you were unable to be part of a small group, and
would like to work through the study on your own
time, free copies of the workbook can be picked up
in the church office.

		
“We are early service people,
and most in our group attend the late
service. It was so nice to meet and
get to know other members.”

“Facilitating for the first time allowed me to get to
know members of our church that I otherwise may
have never met – it was a great experience!”

“I enjoyed the fellowship and
study very much and look
forward to doing it again.”

“The material really tied
in to the mission of our
church. We had some great
discussions and thoughts
on the topics.”
www.brownsonchurch.org
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Congregational Care

Caring M2M
Visitation Ministry

We need you!
Mission: Visit or make phone calls
to our homebound members
Needed: Members to come alongside one another
Time Required: 1-2 hours per month
Call or email: Cheryl McNeill, Visitation Ministry Coordinator,
910-690-5895 or (cherylmcneill13@gmail.com)
to get involved with our Visitation Ministry!

Thank You to All Who Served

To all who helped deliver Easter Lilies to homebound members. We appreciate our
volunteers!

A New Beginning

A New Beginning – If you have experienced a loss recently or within the past year or
so; you are invited to a small group gathering on Mondays: April 9, 16, 23 and 30 from
4-5 PM in the Parlor. Led by Karen Allen, this informal group is open to all and will be
a time of discussion, reflection and sharing. For more information, please contact Karen
at the church office.

Home Communion

Adjustments have been made to the Home Communion Team schedule to allow more
flexibility for all participants. Commissioning will occur during both services of
worship on Sunday, April 8. Home Communion Teams can serve beginning that day
through April 22. Elders and Stephen Ministers have been trained and will be sent out
to provide the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper to many in our congregation who are
unable to regularly attend worship. If you or someone you know, would like to receive
communion at home, please contact Jane Maynard or Karen Allen at the church office.

Jesus said, For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them. (Matthew 18:20)
Brownson Church is a congregation with diverse interests, yet we are a church that is united in our own need for care and the
desire to care for one another. We come together as a body to give thanks for God’s claim on our lives, and to commit to love and
serve one another following the example of Jesus Christ.

Here is a story of how our diverse interests in service to God came together to be a source of help and hope. Josephine (name has
been changed to maintain confidentiality) is facing the reality of cancer. Having already endured difficult surgeries, she is now
preparing for chemotherapy treatments. Her faith is strong and her life has been dedicated to witnessing to others the blessings
given to her by God. It was this witness of faith that moved a Stephen Minister to reach out to other ministry teams for ways of
nurturing the body, mind, and spirit in health and illness for Josephine. The comfort of a prayer shawl, knitted with love and
prayer, and a simple tote of nourishing products lovingly filled by our youth, provided the strength she needed to continue
this journey. As said by Josephine, “In all of my years attending church, I have never received such love as from Brownson.”
Equipping members to serve each other, pray for and with each other is Brownson’s affirmation that we belong to God and to
one another. Let it be known that we are a source of help and hope.
www.brownsonchurch.org
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PW
Deepening Discipleship

Presbyterian Women

Nuture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community

We’re happy to report that Brownson’s Presbyterian Women are busy,
continually learning and serving our church and community. Our PW
circles are growing in membership, and each one is involved in finding
ways to serve others in need. The list of missions that PW supports is
extensive, and our circles are meeting this worthwhile challenge. A few
examples of missions include sponsorship of a child for the Boys and
Girls Club summer camp, food delivery through the Sandhills Student
Assistance Program, Sunday coffee and refreshments and assisting
Martha’s Friends in providing food for receptions as well as meals for
homebound members. We’d like to send a huge THANK YOU to all
donors who contributed to the Stay-at-Home Tea fundraiser. A list of
donors is on the PW Bulletin Board in the Atrium. To-date, the Tea has
raised $6,338 for our scholarship Program!
Our last luncheon of the season will be May 21 at 12:00 PM. Please join
us for the installation of the Presbyterian Women officers for 2018-2019
and the presentation of the PW Honorary Lifetime Award to a woman
who has been outstanding in her service to Brownson. Register for the
luncheon by May 14 by calling the church office: 692-5262 or emailing
office@brownsonchurch.org. The cost of the luncheon is $7.

Save the date for the Brownson Craft Fair on November 3. It will
include the work of talented crafters, artists and artisans, several items
offered in a silent auction, delicious food and more! To sign up to be a
vendor or contribute to the silent auction, please contact Paula Zellers
at 910-420-8015 or pzellers@nc.rr.com; or Deryle Carr at 910-585-1924 or
ladycappi@hotmail.com.

Blessings,

Linda Bryant,
Paula Zellers,

Moderator

Vice Moderator

APRIL
Bible Study

“In Community
with the
Household of Faith”

In April, our circles Bible study will
be Lesson 8: “In Community with
the Household of Faith” in the Cloud
of Witnesses Study Guide.

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

CIRCLE LEADERS:
Circle 2 - 2nd Tuesday 10:00 AM
Conference Room C
Pat Copley (910) 692-4790
Martha Collier (910) 949-3656
Circle 3 - 2nd Monday 12:00 PM
Conference Room C
Suellen Nesbit (910) 725-0227
Circle 4 - 1st Thursday 10:15 AM
Conference Room C
Kathy McPherson (910) 420-0413
Circle 6 - 2nd Monday 10:00 AM
Conference Room A
Eleanor Carraher (910) 725-1610
Libby Marsh (910) 692-9247
Circle 7 - 3rd Monday 7:00 PM
Conference Room C
Cathy Coats Harpster (910) 690-1101

www.brownsonchurch.org

Page 5

Investing in the Next

BROWNSON

Brownson
Easter Egg Hunt
On Palm Sunday, dozens of children took to
the Brownson lawns for our annual Easter
Egg Hunt! Brownson members – both young
and young at heart – enjoyed fellowship time
in the atrium while kids made crafts, played
games and ate sweet treats. Many thanks
to the Christian Growth Ministry Team,
Presbyterian Women and Youth Group for
their help making this event happen.

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

Upcoming Events:

K I D S

M U S I C

Brownson Kids Music performed
during the 11:10 AM worship
service on March 11. If you missed
their performance, you can find the
video on our Facebook page!
Kids Music is for ages K-5 and
meets on Sundays at 4:30 PM in
the Education Building where
they learn music and have dinner
together! If you are interested
in more information about this
ministry, please contact John
Tyson, Director of Music Ministries:
music@brownsonchurch.org.

The Middle School Retreat to Massanetta is July 5-8. Registration fills up quickly so please reserve your spot! Contact Rachel to
register and receive information about the retreat and a list of workshops. The cost of the trip is $315 with housing in cabins. The early
registration deadline is April 16. After April 16, the price increases by $35. Scholarships are available - please ask how we can help.

The Montreat Youth Conference for high school students is July 21-28. The total cost is $375 which covers the conference fee, housing,
and food. To reserve your spot, send in a check or Paypal the church your $100 deposit and specify that it is for Montreat by April 1.
Scholarships are available - please ask how we can help.

The CROP Hunger Walk on April 16 at 2 PM will be a local mission opportunity for youth and their families to get involved with
fighting against hunger globally and in our community. The youth are encouraged to participate by donating lunch supplies for
students in need at Youth Group, to include: canned meat, fruit cups, ramen noodles, granola bars and juice packs. Join us in the
walking event that begins at Brownson Church.

On April 22, the youth at Brownson and any youth in the area are invited for our second Youth Connection Event at Memorial Park
from 3-5 PM. The afternoon is full of activities and games and is a great way for youth in the area to meet one another and develop
friendships across denominational lines.

Ongoing Events:

Youth Group meets every Sunday from 5:30 - 7:30 PM. We play games, spend time in fellowship, sing praise songs and learn
about God. Come join the fun and bring a friend!
Sunday Morning small groups for middle school and high school are at 10 AM in the Youth Suite.

www.brownsonchurch.org
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Brownson
Learning Center
We have had so much fun celebrating the
rising of our Savior this month! One of our
commitments at the Learning Center is to
teach our children how much Jesus loves
them and that they get to be like Jesus by
sharing that love with others. Our children
have had so much fun creating beautiful
canvas crosses for those church members
who are homebound during this season.
They will be receiving these gifts during
Home Communion in April.

Sunday School
10:00 - 11:00 AM

Sunday mornings five classes are offered
for Brownson Kids in the Education
Building.
Have questions about what class is
right for your child? Email education@
brownsonchurch.org and we can help.
For update information on Kids News and
Events, visit www.brownsonchurch.org/
kids.

Brownson Kids Corner
Children of all ages have enjoyed
Kids Corner on Sundays following
the “Moment with Our Children” in
11:10 AM Worship. During this time,
volunteers lead Bible lessons, make
crafts or host story time with the
children. Kids Corner is held in the
Education Building, and runs through
May 20. We are always looking for
new and fun ways to spend this time
with our children. Email education@
brownsonchurch.org to get involved!

Vacation Bible School
Mark your calendar and register now
for Brownson’s Rolling River Rampage
Vacation Bible School! July 9-12, 9-12 PM.
Rising Pre-K through Rising 5th grade
are welcome!

Cost per child is $15 and scholarships are
available for those in need. To register,
visit our website: brownsonchurch.org/
registration.

It was picture time in March at
the Brownson Learning Center
– these are the many faces of
the lives being touched by our
preschool ministry!
www.brownsonchurch.org
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Mission Trip to Peru

Plans are in full swing for this summer’s
Mission Trip to Peru! The construction
project at the school for the hearing
impaired is on schedule to begin this
summer. Sixteen intergenerational
Brownson members will be part of the
significant building stage of the school
and will also have opportunities to get
to know the students and their families
during their week-long trip serving
together.

LOCAL &
GLOBAL

MISSIONS

Reaching Beyond Our Walls

Save the Date

Jed and Jenny Koball, our PC(USA)
mission co-workers in Peru, are
scheduled to visit Brownson and
will be present in worship on World
Communion Sunday on October 7.
(October 7). Plans are being made for
a church-wide fellowship meal on
October 6 for members to personally
meet the Koballs and to hear more
about their work with the Joining
Hands Network in Peru.

Moore Buddies mentoring requests your
presence at a Second Chance Prom! Festivities
will be held on April 14 from 8-11 PM at
Down Memory Lane, 161 Dawkins Street,
Aberdeen. Tickets ($25 per person or $40 per
couple) may be purchased by calling the Moore
Buddies Mentoring office at 910-295-1072. Dance
the night away and support Moore Buddies
Mentoring at the same time!
Habitat for Humanity Gala will be on April 14
at the Pinehurst Country Club from 6-10 PM. To
purchase tickets call: 910-295-1934

Mark your calendars now and join us
for this exciting, intergenerational,
church-wide event! The Rise Against
Hunger meal packaging event is
scheduled for Sunday, June 3, following
the 11:10 worship service. Janee Cates
and Tom Corbett will serve as project
coordinators for this event. Lunch
will be provided by Brownson’s Meal
Ministry. Register in the Atrium on
Sunday mornings beginning in May.
We have increased our goal for 2018 to
25,000 meals (up from 20,000 in 2017).
There will be an opportunity to make
donations online
to help us meet this goal. Stay tuned for
more details!
www.brownsonchurch.org
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Northern Moore Family Resource Center,
home of HOPE Academy, invites you to an
Open House on April 10 from 4:30-6:30 PM - 116
Horner Street, Robbins. Come and enjoy the
celebration! NMFRC will recognize benefactors
who made significant renovations possible. The
former Robbins Fire and Rescue Squad Building
renovation allowed NMFRC to establish HOPE
Academy preschool. Brownson members
have given funds, time, and materials to NMFRC
as it works to fulfill its mission. Please RSVP to
(910) 948-4324 so NMFRC can plan appropriately
for food and refreshments.

Local Missions CROP Walk
SANDHILLS CROP HUNGER WALK will
take place on April 15. Registration is from
1-2 PM and the walk begins at 2:00 PM in the
Ashe Street parking lot of Brownson Church.
There is an option of either a (1) mile walk
or a (3) mile walk. Church World Services
is a faith-based organization transforming
communities around the globe and locally
through just and sustainable responses to
hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster.
It is funded by CROP Hunger Walks in
communities all over the world. There are
food collection boxes from the Food Bank of
Central and Eastern NC in the Atrium. The
Coalition for Human Care will receive 25%
of the money collected. Moore County has
the highest poverty rate in this area. Every
gift and every CROP Walk will support our
neighbors in need. If you cannot walk please
use the gold special donation envelopes in
the pew racks and label it CROP WALK.
To make your donation online visit
SandhillsCropHungerWalk.org.
Contact
Libby Marsh for more information or to
volunteer, 690-9600.
Family Promise
Bring a meal or spend some time with the
families at Family Promise. Brownson’s
week to host is April 23-26. For more
information, contact Susan Bellew: susan.
familypromise@gmail.com.
Lend a Hand
PACK SOME FOOD! Since September,
31 Brownson members and friends have
packed 203 meals for Moore Avenue
Elementary School feeding 721 individuals.

May 12, 2018 “Behind the Scenes Pottery
Crawl” benefits the programs of the Northern
Moore Family Resource Center (NMFRC),
which is a nonprofit organization established in
1996 to serve children and families in northern Join us on April 10 with Lisa Beck and
Moore County.
May 8 with Amanda Bullock

Did You Know?

During 2016-2017 the Sandhills Branch of the Food Bank distributed
$4.9 million pounds of food through 90 partner agencies?

Save the Date!

APRIL
29
Bill Jones Speaker – Bob Dunham
Brownson is pleased to announce that on Sunday, April 29,
Bob Dunham will be the guest preacher at both services. He
will preach on “Improvisational Gratitude” and the gospel of
Luke 17:11-19. As part of our Bill Jones Speaker Endowment
we will have a light breakfast during the 10:00 hour, where
Brownson will launch the Brownson Legacy Society. Join
us for refreshments and a talk given by Bob Dunham and
members of the Legacy Society team.

eon

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
In keeping with tradition, Brownson
staff honored volunteers at our
annual lunch. Those who are Holy
Folders, money counters, flower
deliverers, those who cover the office
phones and many more were treated
to a luncheon on March 14. We
think our volunteers are our “Pot of
Gold,” so we honored them with a St.
Patrick’s Day theme!

r L un
tee

ch

Honoring Those
Who Serve

V ol u N

Bob Dunham retired in 2017 after 43 years in active ministry,
including the last 26 years at University Presbyterian Church
of Chapel Hill, a congregation located across the street from
the nation’s oldest public university. A native of Florida and a
graduate of Davidson College, Union Presbyterian Seminary,
and Yale University Divinity School, Bob also served
churches in Auburn, Alabama, Covington, Georgia, and
Charleston, South Carolina. Next month he will assume the
responsibility as Interim Senior Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in the City
of New York. Bob is married to Marla, a retired college English professor, and they
have two adult children and one very precocious three-year-old granddaughter.

thank you

Holy Folders
The Holy Folders have grown to a full
house! Twelve Brownson volunteers
meet once a month to fold and
prepare the Bells monthly newsletter
for mailing. Some carpool to church,
and all enjoy great conversation,
jokes and fellowship as they serve
the church in such an important way.
Thank you to all of our Holy Folders
for your service!

www.brownsonchurch.org
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CELEBRATIONS

Birthday

www.brownsonchurch.org
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April 1
Pat Keffer
Liz Meares
April 3
Bill Bower
Penny Enroth
Ashley Molloy
Lori Pry
April 4
Susie Boals
Robert Fitch
Gail Hicks
Ross Leonard, II
Justine Ostlund
April 5
Callip Hall
April 6
Steve Good
Elaine Sills
April 7
Joe Cain
E. G. Good
Ashley Haddock
Abby Pittman
April 8
Frank Dean
Pam Ferguson
Michael Pandich
April 9
David Beddingfield
Jacob Myrick
Jim Patterson
April 10
Pat Dean
Linda Duncan
Mary Edwards
Asa Moran
Grace Morrison
April 11
Karen Allen
Anne Callison
Stacey Ostlund
Reagan Parsons
Gladys Willer
April 12
Don Crowder
Don Dowd
Pat Groseth
Cara Herring
Legrand Scruggs
Mickey Wilson
April 13
John Krahnert
Kathy McPherson
April 14
Terry Carraher
Jim Spotts
April 15
Emi Briggs
Nick Chandler
Steve Floyd
James Murphy

April 16
Lisa Hughes
April 17
Maxine Gilmore
Melinda Parker
April 18
Susan Bowness
Norma Henderson
Melissa Mang
David Martin
April 19
Lois Holt
April 20
David Cagle
Katie Kuester
Bonita Patterson
Susan Sanders
Ruth Sherman
April 21
Chris DiMarco
Mark Futrell
Carol Peters
April 23
Pat Allen
Missy Brown
Butch Chandler, Jr.
April 24
Susan Bachelder
Allie Ballard
Dan Bennett
Bill Giles
Mia Martin
Shirley McIver
April 25
Barry Blasko, III
Mark Brzozowski
Matthew Eddy
Carol Lamphier
Mark Lindstrom
Carolyn Pratley
April 26
Max Henson
Frank Shaw
April 27
Laura Cates
Taniya Smith
April 28
Sue Davis
Cathy Coats Harpster
Cayla Herm
April 29
Aaron Carlyle
Pearl Hage
Galen Laurence
Nancy Lopez
Miles Robinson
April 30
John Cates
Pennie Duggins
Sandy McIver
Alice Thomas

April
Anniversaries
April 1
James & Kay Demyan
April 3
Craig & Beth Pryor
April 4
Gates & Trish Harris
April 6
Brian & Leigh Ann Platt
April 7
Mike & Bea Fields
April 8
Daniel & Andrea Cain
April 10
Walt & Vivian Dower
Jim & Gail Hicks
Kent & Ulli Misegades
April 12
Ryan & KC Holliday
April 13
Kyle & Janelle Henson
April 14
Dennis & Dee Lombard
Ezra & Bonnie Quesenberry
April 16
Don & Linda Branch
April 17
John & Sherry Kimbell
Tom & Nancy Reams
April 19
Marshall & Judi Byington
April 21
Ed & Millie Cottrell
Fred & Carol Monroe
April 22
Fred & Barbara Gruninger
April 23
Xan & Gena Smith
April 26
John & Peggy Calhoun
April 27
John & Doris McPhaul
April 28
Drew & Laura Kessell
Rusty & Allison Smith
April 29
David Ray & Crystal Blue
Marcus & Cathy Larose
Charlie & Davene Patterson
April 30
Callip & Christine Hall
Nick & Kjirsti Myles

o

CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION

Deepening Discipleship
Potluck Dinner
and Family
Game Night
Last month, a crowd of
young families gathered
in Fellowship Hall for a
Potluck Dinner and Family
Game Night.
Everyone brought their
favorite dish and enjoyed
games like freeze dance,
the laughing game and
a fun twist on balloon
pop! The Children’s
subcommittee of Christian
Growth thanks all the
member volunteers who
chipped in to plan and
host the event.

Sunday Morning Adult Classes:

Adult Classes are welcoming new members this Spring! Deepen your
connection with Christ and the church on Sundays from 10:00 – 11:00 AM.
Spring Classes run through May 20, 2018. Classes will not meet on April 29 due
to the Bill Jones Speaker.

Adult Classes

Leaders and Facilitators

www.brownsonchurch.org
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910.692.6252
www.brownsonchurch.org

Jed & Jenny Koball - Mission Co-Workers in Peru

Rev. John Hage, Senior Pastor
john@brownsonchurch.org
Karen Allen, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care
karen@brownsonchurch.org
Rachel Cheney, Director of Youth and their Families
youth@brownsonchurch.org
John Tyson, Director of Music Ministries
music@brownsonchurch.org
Sandra Arrington, Administrative Assistant
office@brownsonchurch.org
Marilyn Baxter, Director of Member Ministry
members@brownsonchurch.org
Lucinda Cole, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
assist@brownsonchurch.org
Dick Hart, Facilities Manager
facilities@brownsonchurch.org
Christine Hall, Interim Coordinator for Christian Education
education@brownsonchurch.org
Jane Maynard, Assistant for Congregational Care
care@brownsonchurch.org
Stacey Ostlund, Director of Communications & IT
news@brownsonchurch.org
Anne Smith, Director of Finance and HR
finance@brownsonchurch.org
Jamie Walker, Director - Brownson Learning Center
blcdirector@brownsonchurch.org

A missional community called to love and live in Christ

MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

BROWNSON

Sunday Worship
9:00 & 11:10 AM
Office hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
910.692.6252
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