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Celebrating the 2018 Season of Advent with a Sermon Series anticipating the birth of Jesus Christ.



a
Session Digest

Join us on these Sundays

Come Worship Him!

Sunday, December 2
Sunday, January 6
Sunday, February 3

The Session met on Sunday, 
November 11 and discussed the 
following: A joint committee, that 
will include representatives from 
the Property & Grounds Ministry 
Team, Martha’s Friends and the 
Appearance Committee, will meet 
to discuss and agree upon specific 
elements of the anticipated Atrium 
renovation. Their consensus and 
recommendations will be presented 
to Session in 2019.
In association with our new dream 
of “Building Bridges,” a committee 
will be formed to establish 
parameters and procedures for 
identifying and implementing 
various related initiatives. The first 
such initiative will be securing 
renown author, Debby Irving, for 
a community-wide event in 2019, 
focused on the key messages of her 
book, Waking Up White.

“Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make 
his paths straight. 
Every valley shall 

be filled, and every
mountain and hill 
shall be made low, 

and the crooked 
shall be made 

straight, and the 
rough ways made 

smooth.” 
Luke 3:5-6

Dear Brownson Family:

- John

Can Advent be here already? Maybe it 
is just me, but it sure feels like time is 
flying. I love the season of Advent and I 
hope it is a time when we can slow down 
and prepare for Christ’s coming in the 
mystery and majesty of the incarnation.
This season we will explore a series 
entitled, “Signs, Songs, Saviors and 
Unlikely Servants.” How do these focus 
words help us reflect in a meaningful 
way, as we anticipate the birth of Christ
Jesus? Paying attention to questions 
invoked by this theme invites self-
reflection during this time of year.
We hope that you will join us for the 
Advent season. This year we will have 
two special musical offerings. On 
Saturday, December 8 the Chancel Choir 
will perform a Christmas Cantata in the 
Sanctuary, featuring Moore County Brass 
with a reception to follow in Fellowship 
Hall. On December 9 we will have the 
same Christmas Cantata (minus a few 
elements from the night before) which 
John Tyson and the Choir are leading. Get 
here early that day! Also, on that same 
Sunday, the kids will be performing a 
Christmas musical at 5 PM called “No 
Wonder!” Both are shaping up to be 
amazing and will encourage us in our 
Christmas preparation.
I know so many of you travel to see 
loved ones during Christmas and would 
love to worship at Brownson. We have 
created an opportunity to make sure you 
can worship here at Brownson called a 
“Travelers Service.” Join us on December 
20 at 7:00 PM for a Candlelight Service 
with Lessons & Carols.
For more information about all that is 
happening at Brownson in December, 
please visit page 3 in this issue of Bells.

Grace and peace,

www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 2

P.S. I also want to say thank you to 
all those who pledged towards our 
Operating Budget for 2019. If you have 
not turned in your pledge card, please 
do so. It is not too late. Your support is 
essential to the mission of Jesus Christ 
and the dreams of Brownson Church.

Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles 
of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the 
promises of God with prayer.

Cancellation decisions for Sunday 
morning church activities will be made 

by 7:00 AM that morning. Call the 
church at 692-6252 to hear a recorded 

cancellation message. If there is no 
answer, there is no phone service, 

indicating there is no power. Updates 
can be found by checking the scrolling 

message on WRAL TV and our 
Facebook page. If power is available, an 

eblast will be sent to all members 
with email.

Brownson’s 
Inclement Weather Policy
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Greetings from the

 Finance Office!

Sincerely,

Anne Smith
Director of Finance & HR

2018

Thanks so much to all of 
you who have turned in your 
2019 pledge cards! We are 
well into the budget process 
and it is helpful to know what 
we have to work with. If you 
have not turned in your card, 
please feel free to call me 
at 692-6252, and I will be 
happy to put your pledge 
in our system. I feel deeply 
blessed to work at such an 
active and loving church and 
have enjoyed getting to know 
so many of you!

Throughout December, you will find offering envelopes in the pews for the Christmas Joy 
Offering. This offering assists our past and present church workers in their time of need. 
The offering will take place through December 24. 

Christmas Joy Offering

Tuesday, December 4 @ 5:30 PM 
Silent Night Service of Healing and Hope 

Featuring a guest Saxophonist

Saturday, December 8 @ 7:00 PM 
Christmas Cantata featuring Moore County Brass

and the Carolina Philharmonic Jr Strings
Reception to Follow and Child Care Provided

Sunday, December 9 @ Both Services—Joy Sunday 
Christmas Cantata featuring Moore County Brass

and the Carolina Philharmonic Jr Strings
Sunday, December 9 @ 5:00 PM 

Children’s Musical—”No Wonder!”
Cookies & Cocoa immediately following in Fellowship Hall

Admission fee is a contribution to the mitten tree or diaper fireplace
(new hats, scarfs and mittens, as well as children and adult diapers)

for the Coalition for Human Care

Joy Weekend

Travelers Service
Thursday, December 20 @ 7:00 PM 

Service for those traveling at Christmas

Christmas Eve Services
Monday, December 24

4:00 PM—A Service for Families 

7:00 PM—Traditional Service with Communion
 

9:00 PM—Candlelight Service with Lessons & Carols 
Featuring a brass ensemble

2018 Contributions
Please know that for your financial contributions to be credited for 2018, they 
need to be received in the church office by 12:00 PM on Monday, December 31 
or postmarked by December 31, 2018.
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Stephen Ministry

Silent Night Service of Healing & Hope

Christmas Caroling & Chili Supper

Merry Christmas to all from our Stephen Ministry Team
“Christmas is a time to do special things for people we love. It is a time for building and enjoying traditions that, in the long run, bind families and 
friends together. It is a time to extend the warmth of our own personal hearth to those who are outside in the cold.” 
An excerpt from “Gifts from the Hearth” by Elizabeth R. Skoglund.
Think of our Stephen Ministers and Leaders as an extension of God’s Hearth. We are here to embrace you with God’s Love when it 
feels that you are outside in the cold. Seek the shelter of a walk or a fireside chat with a specially trained minister who will ensure 
that you are “not alone.”
As we approach this beautiful season of “the greatest gift this old earth has ever received,” pray these words that Jesus left with his 
disciples from John 14:27. 

Our dedicated Flower and Visitation Ministries will be delivering Christmas poinsettias early this month to those who are 
homebound or unable to come to church during the Christmas season. If you or someone you know would appreciate a poinsettia, 
contact Jane Maynard in the church office, or members Ellie Collins or Jane Pajak, who are coordinating our holiday flower deliveries.

Congregational Care
Last month, more than 50 people from Brownson and throughout our community 
participated in the Bible study and discussion of Debby Irving’s book Waking Up 
White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race. Brownson’s Session is taking the initiative 
to build bridges in our community which will provide additional opportunities for 
study, understanding and connection with neighbors. Early next year, watch for 
announcements on upcoming events and ways you can participate in these ongoing 
conversations.

Waking Up White

Don your “fa-la-la” and plan to come caroling with Brownson friends on Sunday, 
December 2. Add to the fun by putting on a festive red hat, scarf or sweater! We will 
carpool and leave from the Ashe Street parking lot at 3:30 PM to bring holiday cheer 
to homebound members and area nursing homes. We’ll return in time to enjoy a 
delicious chili supper at 5:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.

You’re invited to a special candlelight service of worship on Tuesday, December 4 at 5:30 PM which recognizes that for many people, 
Christmas can be a sad or “blue” season. With scripture, music, and prayer, we affirm that the “light of Christ” shines for those who 
walk in darkness. A reception in the Atrium, hosted by Martha’s Friends, will follow. Please invite friends, neighbors or family who 
might appreciate this service. Contact Jane Maynard in the church office if transportation is needed.

Caring M M2

“Peace I leave with you; my Peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

Pointsettia Delivery



CHRISTIAN education
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Sunday School
Sunday Mornings @ 10 AM:

Faith Seeking Understanding (Youth Suite) adults and high school students are 
invited to this intergenerational gathering for basics in theology and the Christian life. 
Led by Rachel Cheney, youth@brownsonchurch.org.
Current Events (Conf Rm C) A discussion-oriented, participant led class that analyzes 
local and national issues, while trying to grapple with Christian responses to these 
events. Coordinators Tim & Shauna Lovin.
The Ligon Class (Conf Rm A) A class open to all adults that delves deeply into 
Scripture, primarily through the quarterly material, The Present Word, and seeks to 
cultivate strong fellowship and practices of Christian care, such as praying for one 
another, among its members. Led by Joe Currie and Mary Margaret McNeill.
Men’s Bible Class (Cornerstone Rm 217) A class open to all men who desire to study 
Scripture closely in fellowship with other men, typically through the quarterly 
material, The Present Word. Led by Milton Sills and Larry McNeill.
All in the Family (Library) A class that deals with topics related to families and 
parenting, but also, and most importantly, different approaches to living out one’s 
faith throughout the week. Led by John Cates, Amelia Kirkland and Chris DiMarco.
Faith, Family and Fellowship (Cornerstone Rm 216) A class designed for young 
adults and young families that centers around small devotionals, fellowship, and 
exploring family interests. Group-led but organized by Kelli Garbett, children@
brownsonchurch.org.
Introduction to the Old Testament (Conf Rm B) – A short term class open to all adults 
who wish to explore the major, overarching themes of the Old Testament and their 
implications for our current context. No prior experience or familiarity with the Old 
Testament is required. Led by Austin Vernon, discipleship@brownsonchurch.org.

Deepening Discipleship

Theology on Tap: Continues for men at the Sly Fox on Wednesdays at 5:30 PM. For 
more information contact: Charles Harris, charris@buysod.com; Gerald Ostlund, 
gerald.ostlund@gmail.com, Dan Neller, danieljneller@gmail.com.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: meets the first and third Tuesday at 7 AM at Sizzlin’ Steak 
or Eggs where they study the lectionary. For more information contact: Fred Monroe, 
692-2466.

The Chancel Choir and Handbell 
Choirs gathered together for their 
Second Annual Choir Dinner on 
Friday, November 9. The dinner 
featured John Tyson’s famous Kickin’ 
Chicken Tortilla Soup, cornbread 
muffins and many desserts brought 
by choir members. They also held a 
sing along at the piano with Mary 
Margaret McNeill and John Tyson. 
The choir had a wonderful evening 
of fun and fellowship! 

BROWNSON
M U S I C

The Chancel Choir is working 
diligently on their Christmas 
Cantata. Please invite your friends 
and family for an evening of 
wonderful music to celebrate the 
season on Saturday, December 8 @ 7 
PM. The Cantata will feature Moore 
County Brass and a reception will 
follow in Fellowship Hall.

continues with a full list of offerings for adults, youth and children. If you are 
looking for ways to grow in your faith, join in one of the offerings below.

Adult Bible Studies
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BROWNSON
Y O U T H

YOUTH:
Youth and their families are invited to go 
Christmas Caroling on December 2 from 3:30-
5:30. Wear festive colors and stay for a chili 
supper afterwards in Fellowship Hall.
“No Wonder!” This year during the Christmas 
season, the youth are helping in this drama. 
Come and enjoy the show while supporting the 
children at Brownson.
Youth Christmas parties are on December 
16 from 5:30-7:30. Wear the ugliest Christmas 
sweater possible and bring a white elephant gift 
for the gift exchange. The middle school party is 
at the Morris home, and the high school party is 
at the bowling alley.
There will be no youth group on December 23 
and 30.
Small Groups
Middle school small group continues to meet 
on Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM. Join us 
for doughnuts, fun and games, and good 
conversation.
High school small groups meets on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays at 7:45 AM at Mean Bean Café and 
Chick-Fil-A. Contact Rachel for more information.
Middle and high school youth meets every 
Sunday night from 5:30-7:30. Join us for good 
food, fun games, and learning about God.

EventsUpcomingfor

Trunk or Treat at Brownson was 
a great fall festival. The youth 
hosted families from our church 
and community, and welcomed 
them with games, face painting, 
and a bounce house. This year, the 
youth wanted to focus on being a 
welcoming and inclusive group, 
so they passed out fliers inviting 
new people to come to church and 
get involved.

In Matthew 19:14, Jesus said “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

We are Growing!

Trunk or Treat

 We are truly trying to embody this at Brownson, and we are so excited for the abundant growth of our children’s 
programs. We recognize, however, that this impacts everyone. It’s a little louder, a little more chaotic, and there can be 
some disruptions. Most importantly, there is heartfelt joy, and for that we’re grateful. We ask that you extend a hug, share 
a pew, help a Mama or Daddy, and show a little grace as we are learning and growing together. The knowledge and love 
that our entire congregation extends to the children and their families is beyond measure, and we appreciate your help 
as we embrace this most exciting time of growth!
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MUSICAL

We have so much to be thankful for 
at the Brownson Learning Center! We 
are blessed with the most wonderful 
teachers, children and families! It is such 
a joy to be part of a learning center that 
chooses to focus on what really matters, 
making sure that children are in a joyful 
environment where they are prayed for 
and loved beyond measure each day. 
Here is just a little glimpse of all the fun 
we have had in November.

Every Sunday night, children in grades K-5 have 
been hard at work on the Christmas production “No 
Wonder!” It’s a fantastic production, full of dramatic 
characters and fun music, and will be presented to the 
congregation on December 9 at 5:00 PM in the Sanctuary. 
This performance will wrap up Joy Weekend and will 
commence with delicious cookies and cocoa for your 
whole family to enjoy! “No Wonder!” is about a group of 
children, Brownson children no less, who have an idea to 
take the good news of Christmas to the community. After 
being denied by several local businesses, the children 
begin to seek God’s guidance, and ask that the Lord 
speak, as they are listening. Through this exploration, 
the children come up with a God-Sized idea, finding a 
“New Way to Praise,” and taking the Christmas story 
to people in the community who need it most. Through 
this delivery, the children discover that by giving, we 
all receive! Featuring a host of amazing music, “No 
Wonder!” boasts amazing soloists Jordan Cole, Maggie 
Neller, Jack Hage, Pearl Hage, Jon De Blasio, Hunter 
Monroe, Charlie Monroe, Janie Monroe, Chloe Krause, 
Beckett Ciccone, and Brooklyn Riggan. A small group 
ensemble is comprised of multiple 3-5 grade children, 
and the Kindergarten-2nd graders bring it to life with 
their beautiful voices and contagious energy. The sass 
of the speaking parts is quite remarkable, and you won’t 
believe some of the cast! We look forward to seeing you 
there in support of Brownson’s children as they bring 
“No Wonder!” to life!

Children’s

Brownson Learning Center

5
DECEMBER 9

PM
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In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane 
Florence, Brownson spearheaded a 
churchwide donation drive for those who 
were adversely affected by the hurricane. 
Our congregation donated cases of water,
boxes of diapers, personal hygiene kits, 
cleaning supplies, non-perishable food 
items, and many other valuable supplies. 
These donations were transported to 
the Harrelson Center in Wilmington, 
NC, which is a disaster relief center that 
distributes supplies to those who need 
them most. Aziz Ahmad, a member of the 
Local Missions Ministry Team, and Sarah 
Ahmad graciously agreed to transport the 
donations on Brownson’s behalf. Brownson 
also formed several reach teams that took to 
the streets of Southern Pines and Pinehurst 
to help church members with hurricane 
cleanup.

Please join the Global 
Missions Ministry Team 
immediately following the 
11:10 AM service on Sunday,
January 13 for an informative 
presentation about our work 
in Peru and to learn about the 
upcoming 2019 trip. We will 
serve a variety of homemade 
chili and cornbread just in 
time for lunch. Bring your
questions - and if the spirit 
calls you, sign up and join our 
work on a school for the deaf 
in San Martin. If you would 
like to see photos and more 
information about the trip in 
2018, visit our website:
brownsonchurch.org/
globalmissions. 
For questions, please contact 
Gerald Ostlund - Global 
Missions Ministry Team, 
gerald.ostlund@gmail.com or 
253-740-0690.

GLOBAL

Hurricane Relief Efforts

BROWNSON

LOCAL

MISSIONS
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Santa’s Workshop

Brownson Empty Stocking
This year, Brownson has committed to adopting 55 families for the Brownson Empty
Stocking Program (Christmas for Moore). We need these families to be adopted by 
members of our congregation, and to purchase gifts from their suggested wish list. We 
also give each family a food voucher based on the size of the family and the amount of 
money given by the congregation. We hope you can help us to help families in need by 
adopting a family or by making a cash donation to purchase these food vouchers, so that 
the families will have a meal for Christmas. Checks should be made payable to Brownson 
Empty Stocking or cash donations should be placed in an envelope and placed in the 
offering plate with your name and Empty Stocking clearly marked. All families have 
been screened by the Department of Social Services.
Thank you for supporting and helping to continue what we are, a missional community
called to love and live in Christ.
Sincerely,

Brenda Hiscott 910-295-9544 / Lynn Connolly 910-692-3936 / Carson Crooms 910-725-0889

Time slots on Brownson’s Santa Team are filling up! Don’t miss out on the fun! Join your 
fellow Brownson members who will be “personal shopping assistants” on December 13.
Santa’s Workshop is held annually at Northern Moore Family Resource Center for parents 
who need a little extra help providing Christmas gifts. During the week-long event, 
parents have an assigned time to shop, choose, and wrap clothing, books, and toys their 
children will love. Members of Brownson’s Santa Team have the opportunity to serve 
for one or more of the six 1½-hour shifts on December 13. To choose your shift or to get 
more information, contact Carol Lamphier at 695-1820 or lamphomeagain@gmail.com. (If 
you would like to volunteer for a shift but cannot join the team December 13, you may be 
able to choose a time slot on another day—Santa’s Workshop is open from December 10 
through 13). To help provide funds to buy gifts for Santa’s Workshop, write a check to
NMFRC and turn it in to Austin Vernon, Director of Discipleship and Missions, on or 
before Sunday, December 9.

Diaper Fireplace

Mitten Tree

Mentor a Child

Our Diaper Fireplace in the Atrium is where you can donate both baby and adult diapers. 
Brownson youth will deliver these much-needed items to Sandhills Coalition for Human 
Care in January.

Brightly colored mittens, scarves, hats, and gloves are beginning to decorate our Mitten 
Tree! All sizes, infant through adult, will warm our neighbors in need. Our Youth Group 
will deliver them to the Sandhills Coalition for Human Care in January.

There is a child in our community hoping to meet you! Moore Buddies Mentoring and 
the Sandhills Boys and Girls Club will train you to serve as reading buddies, tutors, or 
mentors. Call Joyce Clevenger at 295-1072 for information about opportunities at Moore 
Buddies, or Caitlyn at 692-0777, extension 2221, to learn about volunteering with the Boys 
and Girls Club.

“I was naked and you clothed me.” Matthew 25:36

Sandhills Food Bank
A group of Brownson members 
served on Tuesday, November 13 at 
the Sandhills Food Bank packaging 
meals for those in need.
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PWPresbyterian Women
Nuture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community

Deepening Discipleship
The Presbyterian Women

Circle 2 - 2nd Tuesday 10:00 AM 
Conference Room C 

Pat Copley (910) 692-4790 
Martha Collier (910) 949-3656

Circle 3 - 2nd Monday 12:00 PM 
Conference Room C 

Sandra Olbon (910) 603-4804
Circle 4 - 1st Thursday 10:15 AM 

Conference Room C 
Kathy McPherson (910) 420-0413
Circle 6 - 2nd Monday 10:00 AM 

Conference Room A 
Eleanor Carraher (910) 725-1610

Libby Marsh (910) 692-9247
Circle 7 - 3rd Monday 7:00 PM 

Conference Room C 
Cathy Coats Harpster 

(910) 690-1101
Robyn Lam (910) 295-0068

JOIN A CIRCLE
Women of the church are 

encouraged to get involved with 
PW through one the Circles below.  

Circle participation has many 
positive benefits of spiritual nurture 
and friendship. The Circles would 
love to expand to include YOU!

The inaugural Brownson Craft Fair raised over $7,000 for scholarships and 
worldwide missions. Special thanks go to the following:
1. the VENDORS who purchased table space to display their unique wares. 
2. The donors to the SILENT AUCTION.
3. The CIRCLES who handmade and displayed items for sale.
4. The MEN’s BRIGADE who moved furniture.
5. BOY SCOUT TROOP #223 who assisted vendors at 7 AM and 4 PM. 

Brownson PW will join Community 
Presbyterian (Pinehurst) on a trip to the 
Billy Graham Library on December 4. 
Both groups look forward to sharing time 
with our “sisters” in the faith.

Please join Presbyterian Women for one of most 
enjoyable events of the year. On Monday, December 
10 at 10:30 AM in Fellowship Hall, the Madrigal 
Singers from Pinecrest HS will present a concert of 
holiday music, under the direction of Erin Slenk. 
All are welcome. Cost of the program is $5. A light 
buffet of tea and morsels will be served.

Billy Graham Library

THANK YOU for your support!

raises over $7,000 for charity

①

②

③

④

⑤

December 10 Madrigal Singers
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December 1
Stu Kilpatrick
Jan Lindmark
Terry Lowry
John Roger Moore, V
Arie Pomplun
Nell Winnie

December 2
Brooke Ballard
Ken Batchelder
Wallace Beeson
Davis Byrd
Ingrid Mastelle
Carolyn Taylor
Joseph Thompson

December 3
Mary Lou MacCall

December 4
Phil Duggins
Judie Henry

December 5
Jim Martin
Caroline Seskey

December 6
Lucinda Cole
Joyce Jones
Don Pratley

December 7
Bennett Myles
Pat Wheaton

December 8
Paul Blasko, IV
Matthew Friesen
Vickie Hayes
Emilie Simeon
Garrett Berk
Michelle Peele
Julie Moore

December 10
Mark Andrews
Andy Dunlap
Steve Preble
Tommy Vinson 

December 12
Nicholas Bass
Karen Lewis
Jackie Speight

December 13
Karen Ballard
Ed Crenshaw
Mary Earhart
Thomas Goulden
Anna Hage
Jim Irvin
Marcus Larose
John Tyson
Linda Wiggins

December 14
Charlotte Cates
John Monroe

December 15
Chris Kibler
Cynthia Strickland

December 2
JC Lintzenich & Dawn Bryant
Chris & Laura Cates

December 8
Frank & Rollin Shaw

December 12
Philip & Amanda Picerno

December 13
Dale & Kerry Briggs

December 14
Ryan & Kate Pomplun
Mark & Rose Tibboel

December 16
Robert & May Fitch

December 19
James & Nancy Beddingfield
John & Anne Krahnert

December 20
Bob & Anne Friesen
John & Leslee Henning
Dick & Judy Kuehl

December 21
Tom & Claire Nacca

December 27
Jim & Michelle Davis
Sandy & Shirley McIver

December 28
Tom & Suellen Nesbit

December 29
Daniel & Eleisabeth Messner
Ryan & Alicia Riggan

December 16
Henry Harris
Robin McClymont
Ezra Quesenberry

December 17
Charlie Brereton
Emma Brereton
Nancy Hackney
Michael Howe
Kaleigh O’Leary
Mary Joe Worth

December 18
Beckett Ciccone
Brantley Clifton
Nicholas DiMarco
Martha Anne Harris
JoAnne Walters

December 19
Robert Allen
Mary Grace Huntley
Becky Smith
John Taylor

December 20
Betty Gordon
Brenda Hiscott

December 21
Gregg Allen
Jim Herrick
Carol Mercer

December 22
Janee Cates
Terri Gibbons
John Kober
Kyla Laws
Arianne Monroe

December 23
Jeanne MacGregor

December 24
Deryle Carr
Jack Hendricks
Judy Johnson
Ariane Mastelle

December 25
Lenny Mills
Carol Misegades
George Simpson
Chris Taylor

December 26
Crystal Blue
John Shaw

December 27
Peggy Crew
Donna Kimbrell
Frank Quis

December 28
Robert Cates
Steve Gaydica
Austin Vernon

December 29
Shauna Lovin
Martha Thomas

December 30
John Eddy
Mary Lynn Goulden
Hailie Myrick
Randy Shelton
Anna Tibboel

December 31
Fred Garrett
Dick Hart
Claire Nacca
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