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Dear Brownson Family,

JohnGrace and peace,

Here are three reasons to join a small group:
1) In a new year you may wish to grow closer to God and to others.
2) You have the opportunity to meet new people and develop new

relationships or reinforce existing ones.
3) It is only six weeks. I know you are busy, but most can commit to
    six weeks.

This year our study is called, “Who Are You in the Story?” A Study on the 
Parables of Jesus. This study invites us to learn from the master storyteller, and 
to hear what Jesus would teach us and to consider the story of our lives.
Jesus spoke in parables so that all would listen with their hearts and turn to 
God. Whether we have read the parables over and over or are studying them 
for the first time, we will find that Jesus still teaches through them today 
- and we just might be surprised by what we will learn. Through concrete
images, candid language, and intriguing characters, the parables provide
entry into understanding our own stories of faith and the story of God.
The parables encourage us to ask: Who or where am I in the story? What is
required of me?
Studying the parables encourages change which, in turn, fuels growth in our 
lives of faith. These first-century stories invite us to get outside of our comfort 
zone. In the parables, we find the unexpected; what first appears to be a 
simple story is often a challenge to a deeper truth, sometimes even evoking 
more questions than answers. Parables never leave us in the same place. They 
challenge us to dig deeply within, examining the soul and honestly wrestling 
with one’s relationship with God. They inspire us to reach out, examining 
our relationships with others and the world.
In studying the parables of Jesus, may we better grasp the mysterious power, 
relentless love, and incomprehensible grace of God who calls us, and let it 
impact and inform us in the journey of faith.
I invite you to join a small group. Registration will be coming soon! a

Session Digest

Join us on these Sundays

Come Worship Him!

Sunday, February 3
Sunday, March 3
Sunday, April 7

On Sunday, January 20, Brownson 
welcomed one new member to 
our church family. The Session re-
viewed our  2018 year-end financial 
statement and unanimously ap-
proved the 2019 Operating Budget. 
This, along with the Annual Report 
was shared with the congregation 
during the congregational meeting 
on January 27.
For financial transactions with our 
bank and for the state of North Car-
olina, the 2019 Slate of Officers
was discussed and approved and 
are as follows: President – Tim Lo-
vin, Vice President – Missy Quis,
Treasurer – Chuck Davis, Assistant 
Treasurer – Michael Gantt, Secre-
tary and Clerk of Session – Tim Lo-
vin,
Assistant Secretary and Clerk of 
Session – Bill Eastman.

COMMUNION
“Do this in Remembrance of Me”

A Special
Thanks

A fun group serves Brownson each 
month preparing our newsletter for 
mailing. Lots of laughter can be heard 
when they get together.
If you are interested in becoming a 
Holy Folder, please contact Stacey
Ostlund, news@brownsonchurch.org.

HOLY FOLDERS
to our



Hearts Desire
Dinner and Dancing

Join the Brownson Church Chancel Choir for Valentine’s Day for an evening of Love Songs and Dinner

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

The Brownson Church Chancel choir has 
been invited to join in a mass choir that will 
perform in Carnegie Hall in New York City 
in the Spring of 2020. The Choir needs 
your help raising funds to offset the cost 
of the trip.

Thursday February 14 at 6:00 PM for 
Dinner and Music

VALENTINE’S DAY
You’re Invited

Enjoy soft dinner music while enjoying your meal.
Select either Beef or Chicken, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, 

Green Vegetable, Side Salad and Dessert

After dinner, some of our own choir will be performing love 
songs while you dance the night away. Please invite your 
friends and neighbors too! Your wait staff for the evening will 
be Brownson Youth.

There will be a REVERSE AUCTION to raise money for the trip, so please be 
prepared to live bid and give as much as your heart desires!

COST IS $25 PER PERSON
All proceeds go directly to the Brownson Choir for Carnegie Hall.

To purchase tickets, please stop by the church office, or call 910-692-6252, 
or email John Tyson: music@brownsonchurch.org.

Deadline to RSVP is February 11.
Childcare will be provided so you can make it a date night!
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One of our six core values, Caring M2M (or Caring Member to Member), is constantly 
being implemented by many Brownson members involved in 18 different ministries
under Congregational Care. Stephen Ministry is just one example. Someone going 
through a life transition who needs support and care is carefully matched with a 
trained Stephen Minister in a confidential, consistent way. The Stephen Minister is able 
to offer a ministry of presence and listening, and most importantly, allowing Jesus 
Christ to heal. As Brownson moves into its 35th year as a Stephen Ministry church, we 
continue to grow with volunteers who are called to serve in this vital program. Our 
newest member to receive training and will join the Stephen Ministry Leader Team is 
Steve Leggett.
If God is nudging you to serve, please consider Stephen Ministry or one of our other 
caring ministries that are truly God’s Love in Action. Visit www.brownsonchurch.org/
congregationalcare for a complete listing. 

Our prayer shawls have been given lovingly to hundreds of recipients 
over the years. They have been offered to Brownson members and 
other friends, who were going through some kind of life
transition. These shawls are wrapped around shoulders locally, out 
of state, and even in Peru. If you have a friend, neighbor, or family 
member who would benefit from a prayer shawl, we encourage you 
to stop by the office and choose from our selection. Our handiwork 
is for all God’s people and a visible reminder of his loving comfort. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Congregational Care

Online training is being developed to streamline preparations for this compassionate 
team of Elders and Stephen Ministers who serve twice a year to visit homebound mem-
bers and share the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. If you know of members who are no
longer able to attend worship regularly and would like to receive communion at home, 
please contact Karen Allen or Steve Leggett.

Stephen Ministry

Home Communion

Caring m2m (member to member)
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Bible Study

Current Events (Conf Rm C) A discussion-oriented, participant-led class that ana-
lyzes local and national issues, while trying to grapple with Christian responses to 
these events. Coordinators Tim & Shauna Lovin.
The Ligon Class (Conf Rm A) A class open to all adults that delves deeply into 
Scripture, primarily through the quarterly material, The Present Word, and seeks to 
cultivate strong fellowship and practices of Christian care, such as praying for one 
another, among its members. Led by Joe Currie and Mary Margaret McNeill.

Men’s Bible Class (Cornerstone Rm 217) A class open to all men who desire to study Scrip-
ture closely in fellowship with other men, typically through the quarterly material, The 
Present Word. Led by Milton Sills and Larry McNeill.
All in the Family (Library) A class that deals with topics related to families and parenting, 
but also, and most importantly, different approaches to living out one’s faith throughout 
the week. Led by Andy Dunlap, assisted by John Cates and Chris DiMarco.
Faith, Family and Fellowship (Cornerstone Rm 216) A class designed for young adults and 
young families that centers around small devotionals, fellowship, and exploring family 
interests. Led by Kelli Garbett.
The Many Faces of Jesus (Conf Rm B)  This short-term class, which is open to all adults, 
will examine various interpretations in order to gain a more nuanced understanding of 
Jesus. The implications of these interpretations for our own faith journeys will be a focal 
point of the class. Led by Austin Vernon.

Bob Harling, a long-time Brown-
son member and 21-year volun-
teer for the Coalition was honored 
on January 24 with a prestigious 
designation of The Cornerstone 
Award – the highest honor for 
volunteerism given by the United 
Way. This award is presented to 
an individual who demonstrate 
extraordinary commitment, cre-
ativity, leadership, inspiration, 
sustained service and broad scope 
of impact on the quality of life in 
the community. 

Deepening Discipleship

The Current Events Class
SPOTLIGHT ON SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Current Events Class is a participant-led group that enjoys discussing issues 
of the day. Members share their perspectives, learn from each other, and consider 
Christian responses to local, national and world events.
Beginning February 3, the class will begin a new series, “The Wired Word,” which 
is an online study and lessons for group discussions that link current events to ap-
propriate scripture. Current Events meets in the Conference Center, Room C. Grab 
a cup of coffee and join this lively group for discussion and fellowship.

United Way 
Honored 
Bob Harling
“Bob is a go-to guy. He is 
one of the quiet workers 
in the background that 

you couldn’t do without.” 

Executive Director, 
Sandhills Moore Coalition for Human Care.

Barrett Walker – 
Major Characters of the Old Testament:
A six-week Bible study open to all adults that will explore some of the most important Old 
Testament figures in our faith history. Their lives will serve as important points of conver-
sation as we attempt to understand how their relationships and understandings of God can 
inform our own lives today. There are two meeting options for this Bible study: Tuesdays at 

6:00 PM or Thursdays at 12:30 PM in the Cornerstone Conference Room. The same 
material will be offered at each meeting, so you can choose whichever day works 
best for you. If you would like to participate, please contact Austin Vernon, Director 
of Discipleship & Missions: discipleship@brownsonchurch.org or (910) 692-6252.

Adult Sunday School @ 10:00 AM

Adult
Discipleship



www.brownsonchurch.org    Page 6

YOUTH:
Events

Upcoming
for

The Youth Super Bowl Party on February 3 is 
from 5:30-7:30 PM in the Youth Suites. Come 
cheer on your favorite team. Bring an appetizer 
and a friend for a night of food, games, and 
football.
Confirmation Class begins on February 3 at 
10:00 AM for our 8th grade students and is an 
8-week class of exploring God’s word and our 
place in the world and the church. If you know 
an 8th grader who wants to join the church con-
tact Rachel: youth@brownsonchurch.org.
Youth Sunday is March 3 and all youth are 
welcome to participate in the service through 
singing, prayer, and reading scripture.

In January, the youth at Brownson started 
off the year with a night of praise and wor-
ship led by the Youth Worship Band.
Brownson Kids were invited to join the 
Youth Group for Brownson Buddies, 
where each young child was paired up 

with a youth “Buddy” for 
an evening of silly games, 
lots of laughter, and wor-
ship songs.
The high school youth 
traveled to Beech Moun-
tain for a weekend of ski-
ing, snowboarding, and 
spending time with one 
another.
The middle school youth 
had a bowling party at 
Sandhills Bowling Alley.
The youth volunteered at 
the MLK parade in South-
ern Pines by handing out 
hot chocolate and coffee 
to cold participants. 

High School Bible Studies continue to meet 
at the Mean Bean Cafe on Wednesdays at 7:45 
AM, and Chick-Fil-A on Thursdays at 7:45 AM. 
We eat breakfast, have a devotional, and pray 
together.
Any youth interested in leading worship at 
youth group is invited to join the Youth Wor-
ship Band. We meet once a month to practice.
Sunday School meets at 10:00 AM on Sunday 
mornings in the Youth Suite for doughnuts and 
a Bible lesson. All are welcome.
6-12 grade students are invited to join us every 
Sunday from 5:30-7:30 for Youth Group with a 
night of food, games, sports, worship prayer, 
and a Bible lesson.

Weekly @ Brownson

What a fun-filled day of skating at Jellybeans Skate Center in Ra-
leigh! The children “Skated into the New Year,” bringing in 2019 
with fun and happy hearts! The children got to know each oth-
er better, formed new friendships, skated until their hearts were 
content, and loved an adventure devoted to them. We hope this is 
just the start of deeper relationships among this group of children, 
and fun events that are good for the whole family! When sharing 
great news with the group, Jordan Cole said “the skating trip was 
one of the most fun days ever!” He summed up the feelings of all 
16 children, and we can’t wait for the next fun event together!

Skating into the New Year

Next
Y O U T H
BROWNSONInvesting

in  the
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Preschool Praise had its debut on the first 
Sunday of January with an amazing group 
of children! We have a vibrant preschool 
ministry that is continuing to grow, and we 
are looking for ways to engage these chil-
dren and their families in addition to the 
typical Sunday morning activities. Children 
enjoyed playing, singing and dancing, do-
ing crafts, learning about Jesus, and getting 
to know each other. The theme for January 
was “Joy,” and we are finding that these 
preschoolers help us to find the Joy, Joy, Joy,
Down in our Hearts! If you have a pre-
school-age child, we hope they will join 
us at 4:30 PM on the first Sunday of every 
month in the Education Building.

The Fellowship Hall was booming 
on Sunday night as approximately 
75 children, youth, and volunteers 
launched Brownson Buddies! This 
is a program designed to introduce 
our children to our youth, and form 
positive, spiritual, and meaning-
ful relationships among the two 
groups. For a first grader like Evan, 
getting to hang out with Luke was 
the highlight of his day, and they 
found that 6 year old and 15 year old 
boys have much more in common 
(and way more fun) than one may 
realize! We began the night with 
pizza, followed by games like the 
3-legged race, balloon races, cap-
ture the shoes, and a saltine crack-
er eating contest. We were amazed 
that the little ones can eat almost 
as much as the youth, and the kids 
were thrilled to “take the cake” in 
some of the games. We ended the 
night with what it’s all about…
praise and worship of God. With 
guitars, pianos, drums, and singers, 
the little ones sat in awe as the youth 
led in worship. We hope Brownson 
Buddies will become a quarterly 
gathering, and we look forward to 
bringing the youth and children of 
Brownson together again!

brownson buddies





Empty Bowls benefiting Sandhills Coalition

Brownson will participate this spring in the Habitat for Humanity Apostle’s Build. The 
build will begin in March and run through June. An Apostle’s Build is when the faith 
community comes together to build a home, and this year we will be building for the 
Dudley Family. Dates for Brownson’s participation as a church will be coming soon 
in the bulletin and the March Brownson Bells. The goal for Apostle’s Build is to have 
people of all faiths come together to create awareness of the need for local, affordable 
housing and to engage the community in hands-on solutions.

The estimated cost of the trip is $1400/person* plus incidentals.
A $50 deposit will hold your spot and is due by February 15 (deadline extended).
Contact Gerald Ostlund, Co-Chair, Global Missions Ministry Team, at (253)740-0690 or

gerald.ostlund@gmail.com with questions or to sign up for the trip.

*Includes program fee, round-trip airfare from Raleigh/Durham to Lima, accommodations, ground transportation, and most meals. 
Incidentals not covered in the cost of the trip include passport, some meals, and souvenirs. 

Excursions to Cuzco and Machu Picchu may be added on to the end of the trip for an additional cost.
**Youth must be at least 16 years of age on the date of departure.

2019 MISSION TRIP
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During our week in Peru, we will be partnering with Jed and Jenny Koball, Mission Co-Workers, PC(USA), in 
partnership with the Joining Hands Network and Red Uniendo Manos Peru, on a construction project and other 

assorted activities at the first public school for the hearing impaired in Peru.

Saturday, June 29—Sunday, July 7, 2019

Paint a bowl for Empty Bowls 2019 to benefit Sandhills Moore Coalition. Visit The 9th of
September in downtown Southern Pines (241 NE Broad Street) to paint your bowl. The 
cost is $17 and they must be painted before February 15, 2019. Bowls will be donated to 
the Coalition for the March 3 Empty Bowls event. Empty Bowls features a simple meal 
of soup and desserts from area chefs. Proceeds from the event help fight hunger in 
Moore County. Attendees receive a bowl to take home as a reminder of food insecurity 
in our community.

Moore Free & Charitable Clinic’s Annual Hands & Hearts Brunch will be held Feb-
ruary 10, 10:30 AM-1:30 PM. The funds raised will enable MFCC to provide primary 
medical care to low income, uninsured residents of Moore County. The Clinic has over 
1500 registered patients but there are many more residents of our community who 
need their services. For information about this event, call the Clinic at 910-246-5333, Ext. 
216 and speak with Debbie Whitley.

Moore Free Clinic

Brownson has supported Family Promise since it began in January of 2000. 
Approximately five times a year we provide meals, evening and overnight volunteers 
for women and children without permanent housing. After many years of moving 
from church to church each week, Family Promise has a permanent home. Brownson 
members bring a meal or spend the evening helping with homework and playing with
the children. The two volunteers that spend the night are through by 7:00 AM. We are 
looking for new volunteers to serve! If interested, a veteran volunteer will partner with 
you. Our next date to serve is April 8-11. Please contact Beth Pryor: nbethpryor@gmail.
com or 910-692-1037.

Family Promise

Habitat for Humanity - Apostle’s Build

LOCALGLOBAL
MISSIONSReaching Beyond Our Walls



PWPresbyterian Women
Nuture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community
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Circle 2 - 2nd Tuesday 10:00 AM 
Conference Room C 

Pat Copley (910) 692-4790 
Martha Collier (910) 949-3656

Circle 3 - 2nd Monday 12:00 PM 
Conference Room C 

Sandra Olbon (910) 603-4804
Circle 4 - 1st Thursday 10:15 AM 

Conference Room C 
Kathy McPherson (910) 420-0413
Circle 6 - 2nd Monday 10:00 AM 

Conference Room A 
Eleanor Carraher (910) 725-1610

Libby Marsh (910) 692-9247
Circle 7 - 3rd Monday 7:00 PM 

Conference Room C 
Cathy Coats Harpster 

(910) 690-1101
Robyn Lam (910) 295-0068

JOIN A CIRCLE
Women of the church are 

encouraged to get involved with 
PW through one the Circles below.  

Circle participation has many 
positive benefits of spiritual nurture 
and friendship. The Circles would 
love to expand to include YOU!

Presbyterian Women
Announce two upcoming Events:

Stay-at-Home-Tea

Don’t forget to send in your donation to the 
Stay-at-Home Tea fundraiser. This donation 
supports scholarships for Brownson students for 
undergraduate, graduate, and divinity studies.

Anyone who has experienced a reception 
or meal provided by Martha’s Friends 
knows that we have some pretty good 
cooks at Brownson. Join us on February 
18 at 11:30 AM for a cooking class from 
two Brownson pros. Learn how to make 
Katherine Ewing’s amazing egg salad 
and Joan Hart’s vegetable soup, two 
delicious staples served at Brownson. 
The demonstration will be followed by 
lunch (of egg salad, soup and dessert) 
and all proceeds will benefit PW local 
missions.
Cost of the event is $10 which includes 
lunch and a $5 donation to PW local 
missions. 
Cooking with the Brownson Pros is open 
to all. RSVP with one of our Circles or 
with Sandra Arrington in the church 
office (910-692-6252).

with the Brownson Pros

February 18 at 11:30 AM

“Cooking with 
the Brownson Pros”

Stay at Home Tea Donations

Deepening Discipleship



Anniversaries
February
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Fe
br

ua
ry

February 1
Leigh Ann Earhart 
Anne Friesen

February 2
Jim Dodson
Dale Erickson
Amy McCrimmon
Madi Pry
Jaden Roy

February 3
Caroline Acker 
Emma Krein
Jack Krein 
Jane McPhaul
Bill Parker

February 4
Ken Laws

February 5
Dottie Black
Ashlee Ciccone
Jan Fisher
Jean Martin

February 6
Mary Winborne Hall
Bob Harling
Hollis Mang
Burt Ozment 
Rob Pollock

February 7
Hollis Ames
Lisa Beck
Davis Edens
Duane Shelton

February 8
Andrew Lewis
Bobby Maynor

February 9
Teresa Little
Steve Woodward

February 10
Sarah Ellen Dean

February 11
Hank Waters

February 12
Angela Ivey

February 13
Jim Hicks
Katharine McLeod
Don Power 
Joan Power

February 14
Trent Carter
Richard Chatham, Jr.
Sandy Hemingway
Fredanel Story

February 15
Taylor Norbury
Sandy Riggan
Corley Walker

February 16
Zoe Anne Cagle
Vickie Seifert

February 17
Clark Groseth 
Isabella Haro
Tim Lovin
Helen Mitchell

February 18
Dick Colegrove
Christine Hall
Mary Hendricks
Joyce Reynolds

February 19
Walt Dower
Ellen Jordan 
Tom Reams

February 20
Briar Haddock
Will Herring 
Ashley Huntley 
Haley Moore

February 21
Amy Holmes
Carolyn Maynor

February 22 
Hunter Cagle
Bill Eastman
Jack Hildebrand, Jr.
Margaret Mattocks

February 23
Amanda Bass
Lera Holmes
Harriet McCollum
Laura Sazama

February 24
Rachel Cheney
Jan Garland
Sherry Kimbell

February 25
Josh Frankena
Ben Martin
Cathy McClellan
Sue Nicholie
Jim Saunders
Scottie Scott
Abby Smits

February 26
Carl Berk
Pamela Guest 
Alicia Riggan

Bi
rth

da
y C

el
eb

ra
tio

ns

February 27
Janice Beeson
Amanda Bullock
Hannah Butkus
Martha Butler
Jack Fields
Russ Garman
Sandra McCrimmon

February 28
Llew Lewis
Albert Parks

February 1
Andy & Joan Mergins

February 2
Gene & Mary Stewart Shaffer

February 5
E. G. & Susan Good

February 8
Dan & Dottie Bennett

February 10
Roy & Barbara Ross

February 13
Don & Terry Dowd

February 14
Scott & Jessica Kittrell
Michael Walsh & Gayle Parker-Walsh

February 15
Ryan Ariane Mastelle
Steve & Wendy Rostan

February 23
Billy & Joanna Barber

February 24
Wyman & Courtney McGuirt
Lou & Carole Roth

February 28
Jim & Louise Pryor
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