Thankful and Grateful for Leadership at Brownson
This letter was read and given to all Class of 2018 Elders in appreciation for their
three years of service to Brownson Church.
Dear Elder Class of 2018,

The Apostle Paul in the first part of his letter to the Philippians writes these
words, “I thank God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from
the first day until now.” I write this letter to you on behalf of the congregation to
say thank you for your leadership. I think back three years and I wanted to name
what God has been doing through you and your leadership.
• When you began your service as an Elder, during the week the Educational
Building oftentimes sat empty. Dark and unused. You were open to God’s leading to rethink the use of this space. With your support, we refurbished, fully
staffed, and launched the Brownson Learning Center in a twelve-month period.
Now, in its second year, the BLC is full, and full of life. It is a place where 86
children and their families can feel loved and supported. This would have not
happened without your support and leadership.

• When you began, no one at Brownson could name our mission or values. You
supported, created, and endorsed a vision for Brownson that will live on for years
to come. This would have not happened without your support and leadership.
• You have seen growth in our church of new members. Over these last three
years, you have helped to welcome 161 new members. This would not have happened without your support and leadership.

• Over the past three years you have supported giving beyond ourselves and you have led the church to give over $435,000
locally and globally. We now have a grant process that allows us to work more closely with our partners. This would have
not happened without your support and leadership.

• When you began, we had never visited our missionaries in Peru and there was not a Global Missions Team. During these
last three years, we have sent two teams to go and work with a dream of building the first public school for the deaf in
Peru. We have also grown closer to our mission partners as we have welcomed not only Jed to preach on World Communion Sunday, but our church has hosted and welcomed Afrizo (gospel choir from Nairobi, Kenya). This would not have
happened without your support and leadership.
• You have worked to make Brownson more financially stable both today and in the long term. From the successful stewardship campaign, “I’m in” to the creation of a Legacy Society that will support Brownson’s vision long into the
future. You also created separate endowments for Youth and Missions to correspond with our values of investing in the
next and reaching beyond our walls.
• You created a new initiative fund which helped to be more open to the Holy Spirit and launch ministries like:
o The new member ministry team
o Home communion
o The Picnic
o The Women’s Night of Spiritual Empowerment

• You have worked to recruit, search, and welcome new staff members like John Tyson, Rachel Cheney, and Austin Vernon. Because of your work you helped to create a staff team that is cohesive, collaborative, and creative.

• You have created a culture on Session which is more open to change and to the movement of the Spirit. As Jeff Gilbert
said in one of our Session meetings, “in years past we would have said why we could not accomplish these dreams and
now we are working and talking about how to accomplish them.” This cultural change will serve Brownson well into the
future.
You also welcomed a new pastor and his family with open arms. Thank you for your laughter, friendship and most of all
your grace. In reflecting on the past three years, I am so thankful for how we have worked together.

I know you will not miss the meetings, the yellow slips, or the additional work, but I hope you know that you made a difference. That you have been an important part of God’s mission in this church, community and world.
On behalf of the church I say to you this day, “well done good and faithful servants.”

Gratefully,

www.brownsonchurch.org
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Day of Service

Join Brownson in recognizing the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Brownson’s
Inclement Weather Policy
Cancellation decisions for Sunday
morning church activities will be made by
7:00 AM that morning. Call the church at
692-6252 to hear a recorded cancellation
message. If there is no answer, there
is no phone service, indicating there
is no power. Updates can be found
by checking the scrolling message on
WRAL TV and our Facebook page. If
power is available, an eblast will be sent
to members confirming services will be
cancelled or held.

Come Worship Him!

Join us on these Sundays
Sunday, January 6
Sunday, February 3
Sunday, March 3

a
Session Digest

Brownson welcomed two new
members during the Session
meeting on Sunday, December 2.
The entire Session bid farewell and
showed gratitude to the outgoing
Elder Class of 2018.
Discussion was held to form a team
to represent user groups and form
listening sessions as plans take
shape for the renovation of the
Atrium.
The Session went out and enjoyed
caroling and a chili supper following
the meeting.
The entire Session bid farewell...

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. March
January 21, 2019

“In 1994, Congress designated the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday as a national day of service. The day is intended to
impower individuals, strengthen communities, bridge barriers,
create solutions to social problems, and move us closer to Dr.
King’s vision of a ‘Beloved Community.’ Service breaks down
barriers by bringing people together – volunteering can unite
Americans of all ages and backgrounds while building stronger
communities.” (Source: www.nationalservice.gov). Brownson
will take part in the annual Martin Luther King Jr. celebration on
Monday, January 21, 2019 by joining in the Southern Pines march
and serving hot beverages to participants during the march lineup. Please join us at 10:30 AM at the downtown Southern Pines
Park to participate. For more information, contact: Ellie Collins
(910-692-8289) or by email: efc211@gmail.com or Christal Cole
(910-690-7263) or by email: christalcole816@gmail.com.

You’re Invited to a New Ministry Team
The Drama Ministry Team is a new ministry
team forming at Brownson and we are looking for team members. If you are interested in
developing fellowship and presenting God’s
word through dramatic and creative arts,
then we want you! NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! We are not looking for actors. If you can
stand, sit, or raise your hand, you can do this!
All ages, all levels of experience are welcome.
Please email Janee Cates at janeecates@yahoo.
com to learn more.
www.brownsonchurch.org
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Congregational Care
A Note of Thanks -

Caring M2M

Thanks Carolers! – More than 80 carolers in four teams visited over 30
locations bringing Christmas cheer to homebound members.
Way to reach out church!

Holiday Flowers

“Just wanted to share our thanks
for the beautiful poinsettia.
It reminds me a lot of Mom.
She used to request one each
year, and it sat on top of the
big old TV console in the front
window as red was one of her
favorite colors. She even got
one to grow outside one year
as well. Thank you for bringing
back good memories. And the
other best part is having had
the best chat with the person
who delivered it - we live close
to each other and plan to have
a lunch together soon! Loving
our church family...”

A grateful member.

Ninety-five Christmas Poinsettias were delivered to sick, recovering, grieving or
homebound members to enjoy during the holidays. Big thanks to coordinators Jane Pajak and Ellie Collins, the Flower Ministry Team, and those who volunteered through
the Visitation Ministry Team to make deliveries and bring so many members a bit of
Christmas cheer. Shout out to Mike Broome who picked up the plants to bring them to
Brownson Church.

Stephen Ministry

No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn. Winter can be a lingering season…a
barren darkness sometimes filled with pain and withdrawal that falls upon us like
early dusks. Let us take comfort in the word of God so beautifully penned in the book
of Isaiah: “Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Just as Isaiah revealed
the hope for a new beginning so will winter give birth to a verdant future beyond
imagination. This is where a Stephen Minister can help. If you or someone you know
might benefit from having a caring Christian friend walk with you through a tough
patch, call Karen Allen.

www.brownsonchurch.org
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SPOTLIGHT ON SUNDAY SCHOOL
The 2018 Ligon Bible Class

The Ligon Bible Class, which is one of the adult Sunday School classes at Brownson, started in the 1950’s and was named for an
early minister, the Reverend Cheves Ligon. Since its inception, it has been an active class for students who have wanted a curriculum that is Bible based. Different curriculum sources have been used throughout the years, including the lessons produced
by the Presbyterian Church until 20 years ago and the Bible study guide called “The Present Word” which is currently used.
Many excellent teachers have taught the Ligon Bible Class through the years. Those recently serving as teachers have been the
Rev. Robert Allen, the Rev. Bill Giles, Michael Walsh, and Trent Carter. In years past, we have been taught by other outstanding
teachers such as former NC Governor Jim Holshouser and Katherine Ewing. The Ligon Class has enjoyed getting together for
a Christmas luncheon each December, as shown in the above picture. We enjoy the fellowship on that occasion and when we
gather in the classroom for Sunday School. We choose a family for whom to provide Christmas gifts, and we give our offering
money where needed within our church and beyond its walls. The welcome mat is always out for those who are interested in
learning more about the Bible and being part of a warm Christian fellowship. We meet in the Conference Center in Room A at
10:00 AM on Sunday mornings. Come join us!

A Schedule of
Sunday School Offerings

Sunday Mornings @ 10 AM:

Current Events (Conference Room C)

Deepening Discipleship

CHRISTIAN education

Coordinated by Tim and Shauna Lovin

The Ligon Class (Conference Room A)
Led by Joe Currie and Mary Margaret
McNeill

Men’s Bible Class (Cornerstone Room
217) Led by Milton Sills and Larry McNeill
All in the Family (Library) Led by Andy

Dunlap, John Cates, and Chris DiMarco

Faith, Family, and Fellowship (Cornerstone Room 216) Coordinated by Kelli

Garbett and Rob Pollock

The Many Faces of Jesus (Conference
Room B) Although Jesus of Nazareth is

the most recognizable figure in our faith
tradition, Christian communities, and
even the Gospels themselves, seem to
understand Jesus and his ministry differently. This short-term class, which is open
to all adults, will examine these various
interpretations in order to gain a more
nuanced understanding of Jesus. The implications of these interpretations for our
own faith journeys will be a focal point of
the class as well. Led by Austin Vernon,
Director of Discipleship & Missions.

Author to Visit

Brownson will host a community
conversation with Debby Irving, author of Waking Up White and Finding
Myself in the Story of Race on May 2021, 2019. The book has been commended for study by former moderators of
the Presbyterian Church (USA) and
has made her an acclaimed voice in
conversations about race, with appearances on NPR and MSNBC, at
TEDx Fenway, and in dozens of other
media and venues. On Monday evening, Debby will speak at 7:00 PM in
the Sanctuary and on Tuesday from 9
AM – noon she will offer workshop
sessions to help deepen our conversations. Save the date and look for details in upcoming Bells!

Major
Characters
of the Old Testament
BROWNSON

BIBLE STUDY

A mid-week Bible study open to all adults
that will explore some of the most important
Old Testament figures in our faith history.
Their lives will serve as important points of
conversation as we attempt to understand
how their relationships and understandings
of God can inform our own lives today. Details about time, day, and location will be
coming soon! Led by Austin Vernon, Director of Discipleship & Missions. If you want
to participate, please contact Austin: discipleship@brownsonchurch.org
www.brownsonchurch.org
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BROWNSON
Y O U T H

The youth and their families enjoyed singing Christmas Carols to the older members
of our church and then eating a chili dinner
together.

Christmas CAROLING

Lock In - The youth had a lock in overnight
at the church and enjoyed playing games,
eating lots of good food, and having worship and Bible study at midnight.
The youth participated in the Brownson
Christmas Play making a nativity scene
and dressing as homeless people.

High school students had fun at the bowling alley for their Christmas Party, and
exchanged gifts and voted on who had the
ugliest Christmas sweater.

Middle School students had their Christmas party at the Morris home and played
Christmas-themed games and exchanged
gifts.
This year, the youth bought Christmas gifts
for two families in need through the program Empty Stocking.

Youth
LOCK IN

Upcoming
for Events
YOUTH:

The High School Ski Trip is January 25-27 at
Beech Mountain. Contact Rachel to reserve
your spot. Cost is $160 and includes rental
equipment.

High School Bible Studies: Every Wednesday
at 7:45 AM, high school students meet at Mean
Bean Café for devotions and coffee.

On Thursdays at 7:45 AM high school students
meet at Chick-Fil-A.

Sunday School continues on Sunday mornings
at 10:00 AM. Middle school is invited to a class
called Re:Form, learning about the Bible, God,
and sharing about their lives. High School
students and their parents are invited to join
classes offered each Sunday at church.

Youth Group is from 5:30-7:30 PM every Sunday
evening. Join in the fun and games, spend time
with other youth, and learn more about God.
www.brownsonchurch.org
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No Wonder!

2018

I am thankful for this Bible Study
each week as a way to release stress
and get good food —Will Blackwood

Christmas Party

On December 9, the children shared their musical “No Wonder!” The kids practiced every Sunday night during Kids Connect and presented the true meaning of
Christmas! They sang, they danced, they memorized lines, and they delivered the
message about Christmas, and the captivating love of Jesus, outside of the walls of
the church. They reminded a packed house that even a cup of cold water delivered
in the name of Jesus can be a blessing to someone!

The cast featured 22 children, several youth, and fabulous Ms. Keri (Jeannette Wilson) and the well-loved Pastor Neil (Steven Graves). Several parents and volunteers
helped with stage preparation, program folding, and making sure children were
dedicated. The musical would not have happened without them!

Nothing says joy like spending the
Christmas season with preschool
children. Our BLC students had the
privilege of spreading Christmas joy
by making “Mistletoes” for residents
at Penick Village, collecting children’s
socks for Family Promise of Moore
County and, of course, taking part in
the BLC Christmas program, Christmas Show and Tell where they helped
to share the true meaning of Christmas with others. We will be collecting
winter hats in January for children in
need. Registration for the 2019-2020
school year will begin on January
15, 2019. Our church members have
priority for placement, so be sure to
get with Jamie Walker, Director of the
Brownson Learning Center blcdirector@brownsonchurch.org to get your
child registered. Our preschool fills
up quickly so don’t delay! We always
have opportunities for volunteering.
If you feel led to spend your days
with our amazing children, please let
Jamie know!
www.brownsonchurch.org

Page 7

BROWNSON
M U S I C

2019 MISSION TRIP
Led by the Global Missions Ministry Team together with
Jed & Jenny Koball, Mission Co-Workers, PC(USA), in partnership with the
Joining Hands Network and Red Uniendo Manos Peru

Saturday, June 29—Saturday, July 6, 2019
The Global Missions Ministry Team will host a

General Interest Meeting and Chili Luncheon

on Sunday, January 13, at 12:30 PM in Fellowship Hall
to give an overview of the mission trip and answer any
questions you may have. Please RSVP to Gerald Ostlund:
gerald.ostlund@gmail.com.
During our week in Peru, we will be partnering with Jed and
Jenny Koball on a construction project and other assorted activities at the first public school for the hearing impaired.
The estimated cost of the trip is $1400/person* plus incidentals.
A $50 deposit will hold your spot and is due by January 31.
The group size will be limited to 16 people,
including a maximum of six youth.**
Contact Gerald Ostlund, Co-Chair, Global Missions Ministry
Team, at (253)740-0690 or gerald.ostlund@gmail.com with
questions or to sign up for the trip.
On December 8 the Chancel Choir,
along with Moore County Brass
shared their Christmas Cantata with
a reception following in Fellowship
Hall. The music was outstanding
with over 310 people in attendance.
The Cantata was done with the choir,
narrators and an instrumental ensemble consisting of clarinet, oboe,
flute, trumpets, French horn, trombone, tuba, harp, percussion and organ. The Jr. Carolina Philharmonic
played Christmas Carols in the Narthex before the Cantata and on Sunday morning before each service.

www.brownsonchurch.org
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*Includes program fee, round-trip airfare from Raleigh/Durham to Lima, accommodations,
ground transportation, and most meals. Incidentals not covered in the cost of the trip include
passport, some meals, and souvenirs. Excursions to Cuzco and Machu Picchu may be
added on to the end of the trip for an additional cost.
**Youth must be at least 16 years of age on the date of departure.



LOCAL

GLOBAL
MISSIONS

NORTHERN MOORE FAMILY
RESOURCE CENTER
Santa’s Workshop

Over thirty Santa Team volunteers signed
up to serve as personal shopping assistants
for approximately 70 parents during Santa’s
Workshop, and ended up having double the
fun! Brownson’s Day at the workshop was
Tuesday, December 11, the second day of the
weeklong event. Unexpectedly, school was
closed because of snow on Monday, so all
the parents scheduled to shop on Monday
joined those who were scheduled for Tuesday! Brownson’s dedicated team worked
hard to be sure every parent had a good
experience choosing and wrapping free
clothing and gifts for each of their children.
Their work was well worth it as they saw the
parents’ pleasure and gratitude. Each year
Northern Moore Family Resource Center
invites parents who need a little extra help
providing Christmas for their children to
attend Santa’s Workshop. Those who donate
gifts, money, or time consider themselves
blessed as much as the parents and children
who receive.

MOORE BUDDIES

Ho-Ho-Holiday Fair

Brownson members provided baked goods and yard sale items for the
Ho-Ho-Holiday Fair. Rain was predicted but held off long enough for
fair goers to pick up Christmas gifts, get their faces painted by Moore
Buddies students, and have a good time! The December 1 event was a
fundraiser for Moore Buddies Mentoring, one of Brownson’s local mission partners.

A Special Thank You Note

Thank you to all in the Brownson family who adopted 55 families in 2018 through Empty Stocking.
Your generosity provided these families with gifts
for Christmas, as well as food vouchers for their
Christmas meal. Thank you for serving this special ministry of our church.

www.brownsonchurch.org
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Wednesday, February 6:

Project Linus
Providing Security Through Blankets

Provide love, a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized or otherwise in
need by creating a gift of a new, hand-made, blanket. PW will be hosting a blanket-making session on Wednesday,
February 6 in Fellowship Hall. Two and one-half (2 and 1/2) yards of fleece are required per blanket. This is a no-sew
project that everyone can do. Please join PW in this worthwhile mission project.

JOIN A CIRCLE
Women of the church are
encouraged to get involved with
PW through one the Circles below.
Circle participation has many
positive benefits of spiritual nurture
and friendship. The Circles would
love to expand to include YOU!
Circle 2 - 2nd Tuesday 10:00 AM
Conference Room C
Pat Copley (910) 692-4790
Martha Collier (910) 949-3656
Circle 3 - 2nd Monday 12:00 PM
Conference Room C
Sandra Olbon (910) 603-4804
Circle 4 - 1st Thursday 10:15 AM
Conference Room C
Kathy McPherson (910) 420-0413
Circle 6 - 2nd Monday 10:00 AM
Conference Room A
Eleanor Carraher (910) 725-1610
Libby Marsh (910) 692-9247
Circle 7 - 3rd Monday 7:00 PM
Conference Room C
Cathy Coats Harpster
(910) 690-1101
Robyn Lam (910) 295-0068

www.brownsonchurch.org
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PW

Presbyterian Women

Nuture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community

Deepening Discipleship

Save these Dates:

Sunday, January 28: Gifts of Women Sunday

On this Sunday the church gives thanks for women everywhere and the gifts they
bring in love and faithfulness to Jesus Christ. Members from the Circles participate in
both services on this day.

February 2019: Stay-at-Home Tea

Preparations are underway for the PW “Stay-at-Home Tea.” Invitations will soon be
distributed to church members. Proceeds support college and divinity scholarships.

Monday, February 18: Cooking with the Brownson Pros

Mark your calendar for a new event at Brownson. PW will sponsor, “Cooking with the
Brownson Pros,” a fun activity to raise money for PW Local Missions. Two wellknown Brownson cooks, Joan Hart and Katherine Ewing, will provide a cooking
demonstration of two sought-after Brownson dishes. The demonstration will be followed by lunch. $5 of the $10 donation will go to support local missions.

January
Birthday Celebrations

January 1
January 14
Pat Dempsey
January 28
Robin Dunlap
Eleisabeth Miller
Robert Edens
Tim Davis
Bea Fields
January 15
Janet Forsyth
Billiegene Garner
David O’Brien
Briana Berk
Claire Gulley
John Ring
Jamie Walker
Philip Holmes
Max Harris
January 29
January 2
Olivia Ivey
Sandra Olbon
Chrissy Boals
Sydney Maynor
Jim Keffer, Jr.
January 21
Joan Bruno
Joanne Walsh
Philip Kelly
David Craig
Julia Kober
January 3
January 16
Auden Laurence
Ross Weiss
Beverlee Beale
Lisa Corbett
January 22
January 30
Chad Floyd
Jillian Krein
Sarah Ahmad
Javon Cole
Shirley Miller
Blanche Woodruff
Grace Anderson
Jordan Scott
Dan Pajak
January 17
Christa D’Ostroph
Brett Thomason
Hank Wallace
Emily Cates
Patrick Sazama
Stuart Thomason
January 4
Reeves Cates
Carol Spears
January 31
Jennifer Berk
Ed Cottrell
January 23
Gena Smith
Kinsley Floyd
Carol Van Zanten
Jack Henderson
Ella Marino
January 18
January 24
January 5
Gary Ahlfeld
Amy Brereton
Maggie Barry
Kirk Bell
Hayden Mang
Ellen Dickey
Patrick Earhart
Davis McGuirt
Denny Smith
Austen Swaim
January 25
Josephine Winters
Patrick Taylor
Alex Bowness
January 6
January 19
January 26
Mary Charles Sisk
Sandra Arrington
Daniel Cain
January 7
Julie Gilbert
Peggy Calhoun
Terry Dowd
Evan Holmes
Tom Weiss
Terri Smits
Jim Kennedy
January 27
January 8
Tim Ritter
Eileen Leto
Carson Crooms
January 20
Warren McCrimmon
Aden Ellis
Tom Corbett
Rose Tibboel
Caryn Peterson
Sarah Webster
Barbara Simpson- Parramore
January 9
Dorrie Gibson
Sally Giles
Anthony Haro
Morgan McGuirt
Sook Shin
January 10
Burgin Beale
January 1
January 16
Tessa Hage
Don & Brenda Hiscott
Ray & Martha Lou Kirkland
Dee Dee Russ
January 2
January 18
January 11
Dick & Joan Hart
Lloyd & Sheri Sullivan
Sue Caperton
Dot & Gene Rainey
January 21
Suzanne Ferguson
January 3
Mike & Susan Sanders
John Green
David & Julie Martin
January 23
Cooper Molloy
January 4
Robert & Faye Rigg
January 12
William & Melissa Mang January 26
Jeff Acker
January 10
Jim & Mary Spotts
Missy Ashley
Ben & Melanie Gayle
January 27
William Gilmore, Jr.
John & Carolyn Taylor
Pat & Judie Henry
John Hage
January 11
January 30
Tyler Mulhaul
Ed & Michelle Peele
Bob & Charlene Kinelski
January 13
January 13
January 31
Jean Conry
Mike & Maddie Broome
Jim & Jean Martin
Ben Jebb
January 14
Dan Neller
Joe & Ruth Wheliss
Sarah Simpson
Linda Webb

January
Anniversaries

www.brownsonchurch.org
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910.692.6252
www.brownsonchurch.org

Jed & Jenny Koball - Mission Co-Workers in Peru

Rev. John Hage, Senior Pastor
john@brownsonchurch.org
Rev. Karen Allen, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care
karen@brownsonchurch.org
Rachel Cheney, Director of Youth and their Families
youth@brownsonchurch.org
Kelli Garbett, Director of Children and their Families
children@brownsonchurch.org
John Tyson, Director of Music Ministries
music@brownsonchurch.org
Austin Vernon, Director of Discipleship and Missions
discipleship@brownsonchurch.org
Sandra Arrington, Administrative Assistant
office@brownsonchurch.org
Marilyn Baxter, Director of Member Ministry
members@brownsonchurch.org
Lucinda Cole, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
assist@brownsonchurch.org
Dick Hart, Facilities Manager
facilities@brownsonchurch.org
Jane Maynard, Assistant for Congregational Care
care@brownsonchurch.org
Stacey Ostlund, Director of Communications & IT
news@brownsonchurch.org
Anne Smith, Director of Finance and HR
finance@brownsonchurch.org
Jamie Walker, Director of Brownson Learning Center
blcdirector@brownsonchurch.org

A missional community called to love and live in Christ
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