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A missional community called to love and live in Christ

Bells Newsletter March 2018

“Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of 

the Lord!”

“Hosanna!”

- John 12:13
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BROWNSON
D E A R

F A M I L Y :

a
John

Senior Pastor

I am so thankful to be a part of this 
Church. I am so thankful to God. 
So many wonderful things are 
happening at Brownson:

• In February we welcomed 7 new  
   members.
• This last week we have launched  
   17 small groups with already  
   over 190 Brownson members  
   participating during the season  
   of Lent.
• Session continues to work on  
   implementing the vision and  
   values of the church.

As we journey during this time of 
Lent, I am excited about this year’s 
study, “Living the Questions.” As you 
know, Lent is a time of self-reflection 
and assessment. We believe that 
by having conversations with your 
fellow brothers and sisters in faith, 
we can hear God’s voice calling us to 
grow. Here are the questions we are 
asking:

• How am I growing closer to God  
    today?
• Who am I accepting in my life?
• When am I giving of myself?
• Where am I getting out of my  
    comfort zone?
• What am I embracing and what  
    do I need to release?
• Am I willing to live the   
   questions?

My hope is that these questions will 
move us to grow closer to Christ and 
the life that is offered through Him. I 
pray that they will be a helpful guide 
in our journey to the Cross and to an 
empty tomb.
Please note our Holy Week schedule.

• Palm Sunday – Gathering               
  ecumenically for a palm      
  processional at 10:40 AM in   
  Southern Pines downtown park. 
  with First Baptist and Emmanuel  
  Episcopal, as well as a Pancake  
  Breakfast at 10:00 AM in   
  Fellowship Hall where all 

    proceeds go to support youth  
    missions.
• Maundy Thursday – Tenebrae  
   Service, 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary.
• Good Friday Prayer Vigil – The  
   Church Sanctuary will be open  
   from 9 AM - 5 PM for guided  
   prayer, remembering Christ’s  
   sacrifice on the Cross.
• Easter Sunday – 9 & 11:10 AM  
   services

The future is so bright at Brownson 
because Christ Jesus is calling us 
forward!

Brownson welcomed seven new 
members at the Session meeting on 
Sunday, February 18.
Members of the Christian Growth 
Ministry Team made a supplemental 
presentation following up from 
one made last month regarding 
their assessment and outlook for 
the future. This includes forming 
three separate sub ministry teams 
that will include Adult Discipleship, 
Youth Discipleship and Children’s 
Discipleship.
Members of both the Global Missions 
and Local Missions Ministry Teams 
made presentations on how their 
Ministry Teams will support the 
values Reaching Beyond Our Walls 
and Deepening Discipleship. This 
will develop into a strategy of 
forming Reach Teams to serve both 
locally and globally.

Session Digest

May God bless you and keep you!

“Live the questions now. 
Perhaps then, someday far in 
the future, you will gradually, 
without even noticing it, live 
your way into the answer.”

Rainer Maria Rilke 
1903, in Letters to a Young Poet

Join us for Communion the first 
Sunday of the Month

Come Worship Him!

Sunday, March 4
Sunday, April 1
Sunday, May 6

Our volunteers are our “Pot 
of Gold” and we want to say 
thank you for all that you do. 

Join us on Wednesday, 
March 14 @11:30 AM in the 

Youth Suite for our annual 
Volunteer Luncheon. Please 
RSVP to the church office 
– office@brownsonchurch.
org or call 910-692-6252 by 

March 7, 2018.

Vo
lu

Nteer Luncheo
n

thank you
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Deepening Discipleship

Brownson’s first annual Trivia Night was a huge success! 
This fundraiser, to renovate Fellowship Hall, raised over $11,000! Teams 
got competitive and many purchased “life lines” from Karen Allen and 
John Hage. The 2018 Trivia Champions were Mary Lee Gilmore, Emily & 
Dan Neller, Zoe Anne & David Cagle and Marvin Hage.

February 2, 2018 

Brownson church 

Save the Date 
Bring the family out for a fun night of Church Trivia, food, fellowship and the chance to become Brownson’s 2018 Trivia Champion! 

This is a fundraiser to renovate Fellowship Hall. 
Tickets will be sold in early January, so begin filling a table now with the most knowledgeable friends and family! 

Childcare for elementary-age children will include dinner, movies and games in the youth suite. 
Childcare for children 5 and under will be in the Education Building. 

BROWNSON’S FIRST ANNUAL
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Congregational Care
Caring M M2

We will be taking Easter lilies to our homebound friends during the couple of weeks 
before Easter. If you would be willing to help deliver flowers, please contact Ellie Collins 
at efc211@gmail.com. If you or someone you know would appreciate an Easter lily, 
please contact Jane Maynard at the church office. We are grateful to the volunteers in 
our Congregational Care ministries who help with these deliveries! 

You may not have been touched directly by this ministry, but to know that it is available, to understand what Stephen ministry 
provides and to claim this identity as a congregation will equip us as a missional community called to love and live in Christ. We, 
indeed, are all broken people in need of God’s healing, comfort and grace. So that our members know more about this care-giving 
ministry and for those who need support in a time of crisis, we are expanding our identity and vision as a Stephen Ministry Church.
Focused on the key values of Brownson Memorial, the Stephen Ministry program is just one of the many congregational care teams 
that does Reach Beyond Our Walls and offers Care Member to Member. If you or someone you know is facing a difficult transition 
in life and would benefit from caring friends who listen, understand, accept, and pray, a Stephen Minister could be the best gift to 
receive or offer. Reach out to Karen Allen or any of our Stephen Ministers who are called to serve God by extending care to serve 
our neighbor and those in need.

Did you know that Brownson Church has been a 
Stephen Ministry Church for over 25 years?

A small group gathering for those dealing with grief or loss will be held on Mondays, 
April 9, 16, 23, and 30 from 4-5 PM in the Parlor. This informal group, led by Karen 
Allen, will be a time of discussion, reflection and sharing. Whether your loss was 
recent, months, or a year ago; the group is open to all. For more information, please 
contact Karen Allen at the church office.

If you have questions or information to share about members in need of pastoral visits 
or congregational care, please contact Pastor Karen or Jane Maynard at the church 
office.

On Sunday, April 8, Brownson’s Home Communion Team will be commissioned and 
sent out to provide the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper to many in our congregation 
who are unable to regularly attend worship. If you or someone you know, would like to 
receive communion at home, please contact Jane Maynard or Karen Allen at the church 
office.  Members of the Home Communion Team should choose one of the required 
orientation meetings: Sunday, March 11 or Sunday, March 18 from 10-11 AM; or Monday, 
March 12 at 5:30 PM. All meetings are in Fellowship Hall.

Easter Lilies

Home Communion

A New Beginning

Congregational Care
Care

Congregational
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Circle 2 - 2nd Tuesday 10:00 AM 
Conference Room C 

Pat Copley (910) 692-4790 
Martha Collier (910) 949-3656

Circle 3 - 2nd Monday 12:00 PM 
Conference Room C 

Suellen Nesbit (910) 725-0227
Circle 4 - 1st Thursday 10:15 AM 

Conference Room C 
Kathy McPherson (910) 420-0413
Circle 6 - 2nd Monday 10:00 AM 

Conference Room A 
Eleanor Carraher (910) 725-1610

Libby Marsh (910) 692-9247
Circle 7 - 3rd Monday 7:00 PM 

Conference Room C 
Cathy Coats Harpster (910) 690-1101

CIRCLE LEADERS:

PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN

Deepening Discipleship
PWPresbyterian Women

Nuture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community

Linda Bryant

Our next PW luncheon will be on March 19 at 12:00 PM. 
It’s a pleasure to get together over lunch and listen to an inspiring speaker. 
Karen Reese May is our last speaker in this year’s series. Karen was born and 
raised in Moore County, lived abroad for many years and has returned to the 
area. She will share an inspiring message of her personal journey from hum-
ble beginnings to amazing accomplishments. We hope you will join us; and 
to assure that we prepare enough food, please be sure to reserve your spot by 
registering in your circle or by calling or emailing the office (692-6252; office@
brownsonchurch.org).
We invite you to take part in our Presbyterian Women’s activities. There are 
so many new friends to meet! So much fun to have! So many ways to help our 
church and community!
     Blessings,

Presbyterian Women of 
Brownson is happy to report that 
our Stay-at-Home Tea continues 
to be a great success. Six- 
hundred invitations were mailed, 
and we are very grateful to the 
kind and generous members 
of our church who returned 
their envelopes with donations 
to support the PW scholarship 
fund. If you haven’t mailed yours 
yet, there’s still time. Remember 
to make your check to Brownson 
PW and indicate scholarship 
fund on the memo line. We send 
a huge thank you for your help!

We would also like to thank 
Libby Marsh and all of the ladies 
who volunteered to prepare the 
cards for mailing. Brownson is 
blessed with so many wonderful 
people who are willing to offer 
their helping hands!

Presbyterian Women is planning a huge Craft Fair to take place in Brownson’s 
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, November 3, 2018. If you like to have fun, if you like 
to create pretty things, or if you just like to shop, get ready! We hope many people 
in our congregation will contribute their handmade items. The fair will feature 
crafts, pottery, jewelry, original works of art and much more!
For more information please contact:
Paula Zellers (910-420-8015 pzellers@nc.rr.com)
Deryle Carr (910-585-1924 ladycappi@hotmail.com

STAY
AT HOME TEA

BROWNSON
CRAFT FAIr

ATTENTION 
ALL CRAFTERS, 
ARTISTS AND 
ARTISANS

November 3, 2018

PW Moderator
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BROWNSON
Y O U T H

Investing in the Next

Ongoing Events:
Youth Group meets every Sunday from 5:30-7:30 PM and Small Groups are on Sundays at 10:00 AM. Come join the fun and 
bring a friend!
Prayer Partners is an effort to support our college students, where members of the church “partner” with some of our students 
in college to send them letters, care packages, and words of encouragement and support from Brownson. If you would like to 
become a Prayer Partner, please contact Rachel Cheney, youth@brownsonchurch.org.

The Youth Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser will take place on Palm Sunday at 10 AM in Fellowship Hall. Come support Brownson’s 
Youth and enjoy a homemade breakfast. Proceeds support youth missions.
The Asheville Youth Mission trip is April 2-6. During this week, the youth will participate in service projects, group Bible studies, 
and worshipping together. Email Rachel to sign up at youth@brownsonchurch.org

Upcoming Events:

At Brownson Learning Center, 
we have embraced our core value 
of reaching beyond our walls by 
being a missional community. 
We are a preschool on a mission, 
and we want to share the love of 
Jesus with others through acts 
of kindness, goodness and love! 
This month, as we are learning 
about caring for pets, we have 
begun collecting items to donate 
to Caring Hearts for Canines of 
Moore County! We are collecting 
puppy food, peanut butter, paper 
towels, storage bags, pine sol and 
bleach! If you feel led to give, 
please bring them to the box 
located in the entryway of the 
Learning Center.
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Did you know skilled nursery care 
is available during all worship 
services on Sunday mornings? 
Brownson welcomes children 
age birth through age two in the 
Nursery, Room 101 in the Education 
Building during worship, Sunday 
school, many special events and 
young family small groups!
Seasoned caregivers, such as Taniya 
Smith (pictured), are available to 
love and nurture children in a 
warm and caring environment. 
Brownson Nursery Staff have a 
passion for our misson to initiate, 
encourage and participate in the 
highest quality child care for our 
children and families.
Taniya has invested years of service 
with our Brownson children - 
always welcoming them into a 
safe and nurturing environment. 
A resident of Southern Pines, 
Taniya is the proud mother of a 
of a 27-year-old son and a 19-year-
old daughter. For more than a 
decade, she has been employed by 
Moore County Schools at Southern 
Pines Primary as an Instructional 
Assistant. The past four years, 
she has also been an after school 
tutor for the 21st Century Grant 
Program at the Boys and Girls 
Club in Southern Pines.
You might catch a glimpse of her 
on the Sandhills roads or nearby 
paths, as she is also an avid cyclist, 
runner, photographer and loves to 
hike the N.C. State Parks! Taniya 
also has a container gardener 
business where she does seasonal 
plantings for select businesses 
in downtown Southern Pines. 
Brownson thanks and honors her 
for all of her service! You’ll find 
Taniya in Nursery Room 101 on the 
First, Third and Fifth Sundays.

Join us March 25 at 12:30 PM for our Easter 
Egg Hunt! Eggs will be hidden and ready to 
be found following our 11:10 AM Worship. 
We will gather together on the Ashe Street 
lawns!

Kids Music members will perform their first piece at the 11:10 Worship service on March 11.

Preschoolers and Kindergarteners are invit-
ed to Kids Corner on Sundays in the Educa-
tion Building following the “Moment with 
Our Children” message in worship. There, 
they have follow-up lessons, make a craft 
or take a trip to the church library, music 
room or playground. Kids Corner is led and 
arranged by church staff and volunteers 
and aims to invest in curious young minds 
while supporting partnership with godly 
parenting.

Brownson’s Vacation Bible School is 
scheduled for July 9-12

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Look for registration details soon!

Sunday Mornings there are five classes 
offered for Brownson Kids in the Education 
Building.

Have questions about what class is 
right for your child? Email education@
brownsonchurch.org and we can help.
For update information on Kids News and 
Events, visit www.brownsonchurch.org/
kids.

Brownson Nursery

BROWNSON
K I D S  M U S I C

New Pickup Time: 
Sundays 4:30 - 5:45 PM

Sunday Morning 
Sunday School
10:00 - 11:00 AM

Kids Corner:

Easter Egg Hunt

Join John Tyson 
Sundays in the 

Education Building 
for Kids Music 

with Brownson 
friends age 

kindergarten 
through fifth 

grade. Kids Music 
kicks off with 

singing exercizes 
and rhythym 

activities, then 
works in age groups to 

rehearse songs. We conclude 
with fellowship and dinner 

together! 
Singing with Mr. Tyson and friends 4:30 – 5:15; Fellowship and Dinner; 5:15-5:45 Pick-up 
in Education Building 5:45.
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Reaching Beyond Our Walls

LOCAL
MISSIONS

• Family Promise will hold a fundraising luncheon on March 14 11:30 AM-1:00 PM   
   at the Pinehurst Member’s Club.
• The Empty Bowls event benefitting Moore/Sandhills Coalition will be held  
    Sunday, March 4, 2018 12:00-2:00 PM at Country Club of Whispering 
Pines
   To secure sponsorship or tickets call 910-693-1600 option 5
• Bring a meal or spend some time with Family Promise during Brownson’s week  
    April 23-26.

Lend a Hand
Pack some food for Monroe 
Avenue Elementary School in 
Hamlet, NC
Volunteer dates:
March 13 with Craig Pryor
April 10 with Lisa Beck
May 8 with Amanda Bullock

2018 Pottery Crawl 
benefitting North 
Moore Family 
Resource Center is 
scheduled for May 12 
– Save the date!

The Crop Hunger Walk will be held on 
Sunday, April 15 and will begin and end 
at Brownson Church. Save the date!

Support Our Partners

Lend
a hand

Monroe Avenue Elementary School

2018 
Pottery 
Crawl
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Thank you to everyone who came out to see Afrizo on Sunday, January 28! Afrizo 
performed during both worship services and during an afternoon concert. We spent 
Saturday morning at the Coalition’s clothing and food banks, and on Monday, the 
group toured and performed at The O’Neal School as well as the Boys & Girls Club 
performing arts site at Trinity AME Zion on Pennsylvania Avenue. We raised $9,516 
in support of Daystar University’s scholarship program! Many thanks to our host 
families, to the Brownson ministers and staff, to the Global Missions Ministry Team, 
and to the community for your part in helping to make Afrizo’s visit a huge success!

GLOBAL
MISSIONS

We are delighted to announce that the 
2018 Mission Trip to Peru is FULL! The 
dates are August 11-18. Sixteen people 
are confirmed and it’s a very diverse, 
intergenerational group. The team 
consists of 7 men, 4 women, 3 college 
students, and 2 high school youth; ages 
range from 16 through senior adult.
Jed and Jenny Koball, our mission co-
workers, are finalizing the details for the 
construction project at the school for the 
hearing impaired.
Mark your calendar! Jed and Jenny 
Koball, our mission co-workers, are 
scheduled to visit Brownson and 
will be present in worship on World 
Communion Sunday (October 7, 2018).

Our Rise Against Hunger meal packaging 
event is scheduled for Sunday, June 3. 
Stay tuned for details!

Dear Brownson Church Family,
I have never been prouder to be a 
member of Brownson! The kids 
at the Trinity Boys & Girls Club 
site were thrilled to hear Afrizo 
yesterday. They loved the music, 
the dancing and the energy. 

It was pure JOY!!!

Thank you so much,

Caroline Eddy and the kids at 
the Trinity Boys & Girls Club

Reaching Beyond Our Walls

Daystar University / Daystar U.S. / Afrizo

Save the Date

Mission Trip to Peru
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Anniversaries
March

March 1
Nicole Benbow
Mike Conry
Darlene Harpster
Priscilla McLeod
Kellyann Miller
Max Morrison, Jr.
Melissa Murphy
Dana Ritter
Jensine Taylor
Kaylyn Taylor
Joe Wheliss

March 2
Mac Andrews
Gayle Parker-Walsh
Lizzy McClymont

March 3
Bonnie Hanley
Curt Johnston, Jr.
Betty McGuire
Peggy Miller
Philip Olbon
Beverley Pellom

March 4
Luke Bullock
Jeffrey Ellis
Sofie Frankena
Barrett Goulden
Ruthie Grose
Jim Tart

March 5
Jeff Clay
Jack Hage
Charlene Kinelski
William Saylor

March 6
Betty Joyner
Dondra Kujawski
Lib Shaw

March 7
Janelle Henson
Robbie North
Will Pittman
Austin Smith

March 8
Mac Boorman
Rebekah Herring
Wesley Little

March 9
Vivian Dower
Dale Mitchell
Barbara Sullivan

March 10
Jadah Cole
Peggy Floyd
Fred Gruninger
Trish Harris
Kelley Kibler
Dick Piper
Dave Wiggins

March 2
Lenny & Linda Taylor

March 3
Rick & Jeanie Riordan

March 5
Bill & Jeanie Eastman
Bob & Muff Tate

March 7
Jim & Karen Fisher

March 9
Dale & Cleta Mitchell

March 12
Carl & Jennifer Berk

March 14
Ryan & Chelsea Carroll
Llew & Page Lewis
Jack & Melody McClelland

March 19
Chase & Leigh Blanton

March 21
Lenny & Millie Mills

March 25
Barry & Angela Ivey
Bill & Carol Saylor

March 26
Steadman & Liz Meares

March 29
Dan & Emily Neller

March 31
Terry & Eleanor Carraher

March 11
Andy Mergins
Mike Murphy
Bruce Rosenberger

March 12
Emily Bredeson
Mary Foster
Pat McDevitt
Pam West

March 13
Sarah Currie
Ben Eddy
Kate Jones
Larry Riggan
Allison Smith

March 14
Megan McCrimmon
Kathryn Palmer
Kelly Palmer

March 15
Kerm Jones
Charlie Rivers

March 16
Gracie Bell
Leigh Blanton
Steve DiMarco
Lauren Krahnert Stone

March 17
John Kimbell
Roger Parramore
Lloyd Sullivan
Mason Sullivan

March 18
James Moore

March 19
Allison Chatham
Peggy Flygar
Pat Henry
Trevor Owens

March 20
Jane Pajak
Jim Steele

March 21
Marshall Byington
Katherine Ewing
Barb Nueninghoff
Myrna Sandall

March 22
Jerry Dunn
Logan McGurk
Steadman Meares
Buddy Olney
Charlie Taylor

March 23
Allison Harris
Sandy Hoy
Cooper McCrimmon
Kellye Parks

March 24
George Puckett
Grace Snelgrove

March 25
Joe Currie
Robin Frye
Megan Hunt
Patrick Kirkland
Gates Moore
Emily Neller

March 26
Tom Brereton
Charles Harris
Jyl Johnson
Michael White

March 27
Pearl Campbell
Jackie Dean
George Ellis
Tony Grose
Jean Hutchins
Ray Kirkland
William Mang
Sam McGuire
Rose Sleight

March 28
Dawn Bryant
Rich Conti
Pat Copley
Thomas Dean
May Fitch
Pat Henderson
Emily Potter

March 29
Pat Murdoch
Bryant Pomplun

March 30
Kayla Barber
Becky Bracey
Annie Futrell
Tom Marsh
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DID YOU ENJOY THE 
MUSIC THROUGHOUT 

ADVENT AND 
CHRISTMAS?

If so, get your very own 
CD recording of the music 

that took place during 
Advent/Christmas.

The CD features 1 hour 
20 minutes of choir, hand 

bells, soloists, duets, 
organ, piano and more.

It is available through 
donation and all proceeds 
go to Brownson’s Music 
Ministry and will help our 
choir members attend 

the Montreat Music and 
Worship Conference this 

summer.
Please call the 

office or email John 
Tyson (music@

brownsonchurch.org) 
to reserve your copy 

today!

Bring your favorite dish to Fellowship Hall Friday, March 16 at 6:00 PM for an 
evening of family fun and fellowship. 
Stay tuned to www.brownsonchurch.org/kids for more details.

Sunday Morning Adult Classes are welcoming new members this Spring! 
Deepen your connection with Christ and the church on Sundays from 10:00 – 
11:00 AM. Spring Classes run through May 20, 2018. 

CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

Deepening Discipleship

o

Adult Classes Leaders and Facilitators

Sunday Morning Adult Classes:

SAVE THE DATE
Family Night Covered Dish Supper

March 16 - 6:00 PM

EXPRESSIONS
Christmas

2017
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