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BROWNSON
MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

A missional community called to love and live in Christ

“I will give thanks to the
Lord with my whole
heart; I will recount all of
your wonderful deeds.”

Psalm 9:1

“Give thanks to the LORD,
for he is good;
his love endures forever.”

Psalm 107:1

Dear Brownson Family:
“Thank you” is the best prayer
that anyone could say.
I say that one a lot.
Thank you expresses
extreme gratitude, humility,
and understanding.”
—ALICE WALKER

Thank you! As we close October, I want
to say thank you for your pledge for
2019. While we don’t know the results
of our campaign, I am grateful for your
faithfulness to Christ’s church. With
so much negativity all around us, let
us take the Psalmist’s advice and give
thanks!
At Brownson we have so much to be
thankful for:
• A loving and caring community
• A session that is united and
working hard to embody
Brownson’s mission
• Worship music
• A great staff team
• Wonderful new members
• Outreach to Hurricane Florence
and Michael victims locally
and globally.

If you have not pledged for the coming
year, please do so – we need your help
in making our dreams become a reality.
Your giving is essential to the mission of
Jesus Christ and to our hope of living the
mission and growing the dream.

Grace and peace,

- John
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Come Worship Him!

Join us on these Sundays
Sunday, November 4
Sunday, December 2
Sunday, January 6

Session Digest

a
Brownson welcomed ten new
members at its Session Meeting on
Sunday, October 21.

A request was submitted to Session
to close the church office on
Monday, January 21, 2019 in
observance of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. federal holiday. The
request also included that
Brownson encourages both staff
and members of the congregation
to participate in the Southern
Pines MLK parade. The motion
passed.
The Session approved a $1000
request for 2019 to support the
NEXT Church network.

BROWNSON
M U S I C

M i n i s t r i e s

The handbell choir is preparing to play at Thanksgiving and several times during the Advent/Christmas season. The
Chancel Choir is currently rehearsing for their Christmas Cantata “The Christmas Story: A Classic Carol Celebration”
which will be performed in the Sanctuary on December 8 at 7 PM and December 9 during both services. Our choir will
be joined by Moore County Brass. If you are interested in singing in the choir, join us Wednesday evenings at 7:15 PM in
the Choir Room.
The children are having a blast on Sunday evenings at 4:30 PM with music, dinner, and lots of fun! They are working
hard on their Christmas Drama “No Wonder!” that will be performed on Sunday, December 9 at 5 PM.

Fall season at the Brownson Learning Center
Fall is in the air at Brownson Learning Center and our kiddos
have had so much fun learning about farms, apples, pumpkins
and so much more. We have tasted apples, collected data, created
graphs and made our very own applesauce. We are continuing
our focus on the fruits of the spirit with self-control in October.
Our Bible stories this month helped to remind us to “…choose
what is right.” We continue to learn that Jesus is the light of the
world, and that we let our light shine like Jesus when we bear
these fruits.
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The Home Communion
Ministry Team had great
visits with members unable
to regularly attend worship.
Recipients were thrilled to
receive gifts of artwork lovingly
designed by Brownson youth.

Congregational Care
Caring M2M

All Saints Remembrance

On Sunday, November 4, please join us during worship at both services for special music, a prayer of remembrance, and ringing of a
bell as we remember and lift-up those in our congregation who have joined the heavenly “great company of saints” during
the past year.

All Saints Luncheon

Martha’s Friends and Stephen Ministers will be hosting a luncheon for all those who have lost loved ones in the past year. We
hope you will join us to remember and give thanks on Sunday, November 4, at 12:15 PM in Fellowship Hall. There is no cost, but
reservations are appreciated. Contact the church office to reserve your seat.

Christmas Caroling & Chili Supper

Plan ahead to come caroling with Brownson friends on Sunday, December 2. Wear something red and add to the fun by putting
on a festive hat, scarf or sweater! We will carpool and leave from the Ashe Street parking lot at 3:30 PM to bring holiday cheer to
homebound members and area nursing homes. We’ll return in time to enjoy a delicious chili supper at 5:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.

Silent Night Service of Healing & Hope

You’re invited to a special candlelight service of worship on Tuesday, December 4 at 5:30 PM which recognizes that for many people,
Christmas can be a sad or “blue” season. With scripture, music, and prayer, we affirm that the “light of Christ” shines for those who
walk in darkness. A reception in the Atrium, hosted by Martha’s Friends, will follow. Please invite friends, neighbors or family who
might appreciate this service. Contact Jane Maynard in the church office if transportation is needed.

Stephen Ministry

Have you ever considered becoming a part of Stephen Ministry? Sounds interesting, but you think, “I don’t know…maybe?” Perhaps
you’ve read about it but wonder about the time or skill needed. You feel a calling but realize you’re no pastor. Yet the Holy Spirit
keeps nudging … working on all those wonders and maybes.
If God is calling you to this ministry, or if you just have an inkling that you might want to be a Stephen Minister, give it a shot! You’ll
be well trained, and the Lord will walk with you to equip and guide for each step of the journey.
A Stephen Minister recently shared the following, “Five years ago, I never would have thought that I would be capable of doing this
kind of ministry, but training gave me the needed tools and confidence. It has shaped my faith and made me a better person. I have
learned to listen to the Holy Spirit and rely on God while serving the Lord in ways I never imagined. It has helped me to grow my
heart to be more like Jesus, to become more patient, caring and understanding.”
Take the next step. Contact one of our Stephen Leader Team (Karen Allen, Ellie Collins, Kathy Desmond, Jeff Gilbert, Cathy Coats
Harpster, or Judie and Pat Henry). They’ll be happy to share about their own Stephen Ministry journey.

www.brownsonchurch.org
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Opportunities for Deepening Discipleship
Sunday School kicked off on Sunday, October 7 with a full list of offerings
for Adults, Youth and Children. If you are looking for ways to grow in
your faith, join in one of the classes below.
A new self-serve coffee bar is located in the Atrium for fellowship on
Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM. If you see that it needs restocking or more
water, please help by filling the machines and supplies. Supplies are
located in Fellowship Hall in the white cabinets on the far right. Coffee is
complimentary to all.

Adult Sunday School
Sunday Mornings @ 10 AM:

Faith Seeking Understanding (Youth Suite) adults and high school
students are invited to this intergenerational gathering for basics
in theology and the Christian life. Led by Rachel Cheney, youth@
brownsonchurch.org.

Current Events (Conf Rm C) A discussion-oriented, participant led class

education
Deepening

Discipleship

that analyzes local and national issues, while trying to grapple with
Christian responses to these events. Coordinators Tim & Shauna Lovin.

The Ligon Class (Conf Rm A) A class open to all adults that delves deeply
into Scripture, primarily through the quarterly material, The Present
Word, and seeks to cultivate strong fellowship and practices of Christian
care, such as praying for one another, amongst its members. Led by Joe
Currie and Mary Margaret McNeill.
Men’s Bible Class (Cornerstone Rm 217) A class open to all men who

desire to study Scripture closely in fellowship with other men, typically
through the quarterly material, The Present Word. Led by Milton Sills and
Larry McNeill.

All in the Family (Library) A class that deals with topics related to

families and parenting, but also, and most importantly, different
approaches to living out one’s faith throughout the week. Led by John
Cates, Amelia Kirkland and Chris DiMarco.

Faith, Family and Fellowship (Conf Rm B) A class designed for young
adults and young families that centers around small devotionals,
fellowship, and exploring family interests. Group led but organized by
Kelli Garbett, children@brownsonchurch.org.
Introduction to the Old Testament (Cornerstone Rm 216) – A short

term (8-10 week) class open to all adults who wish to explore the major,
overarching themes of the Old Testament and their implications for our
current context. No prior experience or familiarity with the Old Testament
is required. Led by Austin Vernon, discipleship@brownsonchurch.org.

Adult Bible Studies
Theology on Tap: Continues for
men at the Sly Fox on Wednesdays
at 5:30 PM. For more information
contact: Charles Harris, charris@
buysod.com; Gerald Ostlund, gerald.
ostlund@gmail.com, Dan Neller,
danieljneller@gmail.com.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: meets the

first and third Tuesday at 7 AM at
Sizzlin’ Steak or Eggs where they
study the lectionary.
For more information contact: Fred
Monroe, 692-2466.

A Bible Study for Mom’s - God’s
Wisdom for a Mother’s Heart,
Tuesday nights at 7:00 PM. For
more information, contact Kelli
Garbett, Director of Children
and their Families, children@
brownsonchurch.org.

Waking Up White

Looking for a good fall read? Consider the book Waking Up White, and Finding Myself
in the Story of Race, by Debby Irving which will be featured in this series combining
Bible study and book discussion. Debby’s memoir shares her ongoing journey to
understand how race influences our communities and relationships. She was intrigued
and horrified by the racial divide she observed in neighborhoods and schools in
Boston. A class led her to a new observation point: the mirror. She began to see how her
upbringing, her story, had defined how she thought about race.
Facilitators, Rev. Karen Allen and Christal Cole will blend Bible study and book
discussion into a time of respectful conversation in which we will listen to one another
as we share our experiences and understanding. This adult series is open to all; men,
women and neighbors. Classes will meet on Mondays, November 5, 19, and 26 from
noon-1 PM at the Southern Pines Library, 170 W Connecticut Ave; and at the same time
for the second session, November 12, at the Douglass Community Center, 1185 W Penn
Ave, Southern Pines. We invite you to read the book Waking Up White before the series
begins. Please pick up a copy online or at your local bookstore.
www.brownsonchurch.org
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As we shared with the congregation
ways to Invest in the Next during our
Stewardship Campaign, the youth
praise band provided music during
both services on October 14.

What’s Happening @youthgroup

Middle school youth
enjoyed ice cream.

Upcoming Events
for YOUTH GROUP:

High school youth
participated in an escape
room at Southern Pines
Escape. They didn’t make
it out, but they
had fun trying!

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

Youth Lock In: All youth are invited to spend the
night at the church November 16-17 from 7 PM-9
AM. Join us for a night of games, food, worship,
and devotions and pancakes in the morning.
Youth must RSVP with Rachel. Parents are
needed as volunteers to stay the night.
Youth Praise Band: If you can sing or play an
instrument, you are welcome to join the youth
praise band Sunday evenings at 5 PM.
High School Bible Studies: Every Wednesday at
7:45 AM high school students meet at Mean Bean
Café for devotions and coffee. On Thursdays at
7:45 AM high school students meet at Chick-Fil-A.
Sunday School continues on Sunday mornings at
10 AM. Middle school is invited to a class called
Re:Form, learning about the Bible, God,
and sharing about their lives. High School
students and their parents are invited to an
intergenerational theology class called, Faith
Seeking Understanding.
Youth Group is from 5:30-7:30 PM on Sunday
evenings. Join in the fun and games, spend time
with friends, and learn about God.

pumpkin

Carving

OCTOBER 21, 2018
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A small, but fun group of
kiddos learning during
Kids Corner. Kid’s Corner
happens every
Sunday during both
worship services.

K-2nd graders preparing
for their “No Wonder”
Christmas Musical

October has been a fun month for
the children of Brownson, with even
more fun to come! We are in the
swing of Kids Connect every Sunday
night, and are having great fun with
music, recreation, and delicious food.
The children worked incredibly hard
and blessed the congregation with
their beautiful singing on Sunday,
October 14.

Coming up in November is

Friendsgiving, a fun spin on
Thanksgiving, with games and
delicious food on Sunday, November
10. We also hope the congregation
will plan to join us on December 9
at 5:00 PM as the children present
their musical “No Wonder” with
fellowship to follow!

Children’s Sunday School K-5: In the
Education Building where children
learn lessons from the curriculum
Whirl.

Kids enjoying a delicious spaghetti supper-special thanks to
Mr. Will, Mrs. Cara, and Mrs. Tracy!

CHILD SAFETY:

2 and 3 years-old: Room 103—Libby
Marsh & Emily Potter
4-Kindergarten: Room 105—Joanne
Walters & Jared Garbett
Grades 1 & 2: Room 203—Andrea
Bennett-Cain
Grades 3-5: Room 208—Caroline
Eddy & Kamron Monroe

Brownson has your family in mind as we think about safety of our children on campus. We are excited to bring new check-in
and check-out procedures to all children’s activities birth through Kindergarten, including the Nursery, Kids Corner, Sunday
School, and Kids Connect. Our fabulous nursery workers are going through training now, and then we will gradually roll out
security measures for our preschool and elementary aged students. We recognize that this is a big step, but we ask for your
support as we keep our little friends and their teachers safe!

AN urgent need FOR VOLUNTEERS:

With the blessing of so many little ones on Sunday mornings in both Sunday School and Kids Corner, we are in need of
additional volunteers. If you are able to serve once a month or even more, please contact Kelli Garbett, Director of Children and
their Families: children@brownsonchurch.org or call the church office. If you would like to provide a meal for the little ones at
Kids Connect on Sunday evenings, also contact Kelli.

Youth are ready for Halloween and had fun carving pumpkins!

www.brownsonchurch.org
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Mission Partners in Peru

Our Peru Mission trip last summer was a great success. During the weeklong trip, the group
did a lot of digging and moving dirt and rocks – not glorious work, but necessary to keep the
new schoolhouse dry and clean. Since our exploratory trip a year ago, the school for the deaf
has come a long way - a new brick, two-room school house with a restroom facility are all in
place. This is quite a difference from the plywood shack our team found the students working
in last year.
This project was only possible because of the commitment of Brownson Church, and the
generous donations from a few anonymous donors. Once we committed to the mission, our
mission partners Jed and Jenny Koball were able to get two other churches to sign onto the
project. Together, we were able to fund and help build this initial facility. We added to the
project with a portion of the donations we received from members which allowed us to upgrade to a metal roof instead of wood, run electricity and water, and to stucco the brick inside
and out for a more finished, professional look. Future projects may include additional classrooms, teacher workspace, a dormitory, playground and sports area for soccer and volleyball.
If you are interested in seeing more pictures, visit brownsonchurch.org/globalmissions to see
the presentation the team used last month.

GLOBAL

Reaching Beyond Our Walls

MISSIONS
Peru Mission Trip 2019

We are excited about going back to the school in St. Martin, Peru again next summer. Our dates are June 29 through July
7. If you are interested in joining the trip WE’D LOVE TO HAVE YOU! You can find the sign-up form online: brownsonchurch.org/globalmissions. You will need to have a valid passport before you can sign up. If you have any questions,
contact Gerald Ostlund at gerald.ostlund@gmail.com or 253-740-0690 or contact Austin Vernon at the church office.

www.brownsonchurch.org
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Be a Child’s Best Christmas Present

A child is waiting for your friendship! The Moore Buddies Mentoring program needs
you to be someone who matters to one of the children on their waiting list. Ask
Brownson members Martha Butler, Jeff Clay, Carol Lamphier, and Steve Woodward
about their experiences mentoring through Moore Buddies. They will say mentors
gain more than they give! For information about volunteering, call Joyce Clevenger at
295-1072.

“I was naked and you clothed me.” Matthew 25:36

Brownson Empty Stocking

Each year, Brownson members shop, wrap gifts, and deliver the gifts to families who
need extra help at Christmas. For more information, to shop for gifts, to adopt a family,
and/or to provide financial help, contact Brenda Hiscott: hiscott@nc.rr.com
or 910-295-9544.

Santa’s Workshop

Be a member of Brownson’s “Santa Team.” Santa Team volunteers will serve as “clerks”
during 1½ hour time slots on Thursday, December 13 at Northern Moore Family Resource
Center’s Santa’s Workshop. Financial help is also needed to purchase items to stock the
workshop. Parents needing help with Christmas will “shop” for clothing, a book, and a
toy for each of their children with over 600 children in poverty being served. For more
information, to sign up for your spot on the Santa Team, or to make a donation, call Carol
Lamphier at 695-1820 or by email: lamphomeagain@gmail.com.

Diaper Fireplace

The week after Thanksgiving, the Brownson’s Diaper Fireplace will go up in the Atrium.
Please bring packages of baby and adult diapers which will be the “bricks” to build the
fireplace! In January, Brownson youth will deliver the diapers to the Sandhills Coalition
for Human Care.

Mitten Tree

Every fireplace needs a Christmas tree! Sitting next to our Diaper Fireplace will be a
bare tree waiting to be filled with mittens, hats, scarves, and gloves to share with our
neighbors in need. Please bring these items any time during December. They will be
taken by our youth to the Sandhills Coalition for Human Care to be distributed.

Family Promise

Brownson Church has been involved with Family Promise of Moore County which
provides shelter, meals and services to homeless women with children in their custody
since its inception. We have a volunteer opportunity coming up during the week of
November 19-23 to serve in many capacities: provide a meal, play games with the
children before bed, or spend the night as a chaperone. If you feel led or have questions,
please email Beth Pryor from our Local Missions Ministry Team at nbethpryor@gmail.
com or go to www.fpofmc.org.

Hurricane Relief

Brownson has pledged to send $5,000 through Local Missions via the Presbyterian
Disaster Relief Fund, to aid in hurricane relief efforts in North Carolina. With your help,
we hope to double that amount with generous contributions by our members. If you wish
to make a donation, please send a check to the church office with “Hurricane relief” in
the memo line.

LOCAL MISSIONS
Reaching Beyond Our Walls
www.brownsonchurch.org
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Deepening Discipleship

PW

Presbyterian Women

Nuture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community
The Craft Fair on November 3 was a huge success, raising money
for scholarships and world-wide missions. This effort received
tremendous support from the following:
• The Craft Fair Committee who worked tirelessly for nearly a
year planning the event
• The women in the five Circles who made crafts and 		
volunteered their time at the Fair
• The vendors who purchased 29 tables to sell their creations
• The donors to the Silent Auction
• The Boy Scouts of Troop #223 who helped the vendors
transfer their wares from the parking lot to Fellowship Hall.
• The Men’s Brigade who assisted with set-up and take down.

1st row, L to R: Libby Marsh, Lisa Beck, Paula Zellers, Colleen West
2nd row, L to R: Barbara Ross, Linda Bryant, Dee Dee Russ, Deryle Carr
Missing from photo: Dorothy Shankle, Priscilla McLeod, Robyn Lam

The Presbyterian Women

Artisan Craft Fair
JOIN A CIRCLE

Women of the church are
encouraged to get involved with
PW through one the Circles below.
Circle participation has many
positive benefits of spiritual nurture
and friendship. The Circles would
love to expand to include YOU!
Circle 2 - 2nd Tuesday 10:00 AM
Conference Room C
Pat Copley (910) 692-4790
Martha Collier (910) 949-3656
Circle 3 - 2nd Monday 12:00 PM
Conference Room C
Sandra Olbon (910) 603-4804
Circle 4 - 1st Thursday 10:15 AM
Conference Room C
Kathy McPherson (910) 420-0413
Circle 6 - 2nd Monday 10:00 AM
Conference Room A
Eleanor Carraher (910) 725-1610
Libby Marsh (910) 692-9247
Circle 7 - 3rd Monday 7:00 PM
Conference Room C
Cathy Coats Harpster
(910) 690-1101
Robyn Lam (910) 295-0068
www.brownsonchurch.org
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Pinecrest High School
Madrigal Singers
On Monday, December 10 at 10:30
AM, PW invites everyone to join
us in Fellowship Hall, for coffee,
tea and a light buffet. Presbyterian
Women will once again host the
Madrigals, a holiday singing
troupe from Pinecrest High School.
This annual event is one of the
highlights of the PW year. Cost of
the program is $5.00, payable at the
door. No reservations are required.

November 1
Walt & Joan Nestvogel
November 3
Rudy & Barb Carlson
Terry & Lynn Connolly
Jim & Tracie Marino
November 4
Patrick & Amelia Kirkland
Winston & Shirley Miller
November 6
Phil & Pennie Duggins
November 8
Jim & Kimball Saunders
November 10
Art & Ann Edgerton
Philip & Sandra Olbon
November 11
Russ Walker & Sheri LaForge
November 19
Don & Lisa Fuquay
Bob McCall & Pamela Guest
November 23
Chuck & Sue Davis
Warren & Sandra McCrimmon
November 24
Rich & Sara Conti
Tom Kazukynas & Linda Dusenbury
November 25
Gerald & Stacey Ostlund
November 28
Jeff & Julie Gilbert
November 29
Walker & Judy Oldham
November 30
Jeff & Joy Childress

November 15
Lynn Joyner
Martha Lou Kirkland
Ryan Riggan
November 16
John De Blasio
Melanie Gayle
Jack Naylor
November 17
Wes Little, Jr.
JC Simpson
November 18
Joe Boals, IV
Halle Hunt
Courtney McGuirt
Lauren O’Brien
Stuart White
November 19
Betty Crowder
Caroline Eddy
Natalee French
Cheryl McNeill
November 20
Stephanie Ames
Loretta Breasseale
Harrison Fuquay
Todd McCrimmon
November 21
Robyn Lam
November 22
Andrea Bennett-Cain
Anita Emery
November 23
Sarah Gehle
C.S. Morris
Gloria Revere
Freddy Vinson
November 24
Dixon Ciccone
Kathy Desmond
November 25
Don Branch
Mary Pat Buie
MarJeanne Harling
John Pandich
November 27
Bo Boals
Kara Broughton
Ellie Collins
David McNeill
November 28
Jon Bachelder
Bud Seifert
Bill Seskey
November 29
Holly MacDonald
Ann Martin
Jan Van Fossen
November 30
Bob Romine
Augusta Smith
Fulton Smith, Jr.

November
Birthday Celebrations

November
Anniversaries

November 1
Matt Cheney
Will Harris
Bob Kinelski
Tori Little
November 2
Nancy Ahlfeld
Pat Bradbury
Dale Briggs
Howard Fordree
November 3
Heather Jebb
Maggie Neller
George Thonet
November 4
Mary Tart
November 5
Ginny Campling
David De Blasio
Gerald Ostlund
Mary Ellen Skidmore
November 6
Dottie Bennett
Franklin Butler
Joy Childress
Kent Misegades
Tom Thompson
November 7
Jim Simeon
Harry Webb
November 8
Janet Barr
Steven Graves
Jack Platt
Tom Worth
November 9
Amanda Picerno
November 10
Audrey Haro
Tom Kazukynas
Jayne Smith
Sue Ulrich
November 11
Whaley Brenner
JoAnn Erickson
Joan Puckett
November 12
Hannah Bullock
November 13
Bill Berger
Brennan Bullock
Jim Crawford
Liz Denman
Carol Haney
November 14
Isabel Friesen
Winston Miller
Laurie Morris
Sarah Parrish
Layne Woodward

www.brownsonchurch.org
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910.692.6252
www.brownsonchurch.org

Jed & Jenny Koball - Mission Co-Workers in Peru

Rev. John Hage, Senior Pastor
john@brownsonchurch.org
Rev. Karen Allen, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care
karen@brownsonchurch.org
Rachel Cheney, Director of Youth and their Families
youth@brownsonchurch.org
Kelli Garbett, Director of Children and their Families
children@brownsonchurch.org
John Tyson, Director of Music Ministries
music@brownsonchurch.org
Austin Vernon, Director of Discipleship and Missions
discipleship@brownsonchurch.org
Sandra Arrington, Administrative Assistant
office@brownsonchurch.org
Marilyn Baxter, Director of Member Ministry
members@brownsonchurch.org
Lucinda Cole, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
assist@brownsonchurch.org
Dick Hart, Facilities Manager
facilities@brownsonchurch.org
Jane Maynard, Assistant for Congregational Care
care@brownsonchurch.org
Stacey Ostlund, Director of Communications & IT
news@brownsonchurch.org
Anne Smith, Director of Finance and HR
finance@brownsonchurch.org
Jamie Walker, Director of the Brownson Learning Center
blcdirector@brownsonchurch.org

A missional community called to love and live in Christ

MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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