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“Where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also” 

Dear Brownson Church Family,

Gratefully,

John

To you, we give thanks with a grateful 
heart. This expression of gratitude is an 
acknowledgment of the bigger picture 
and God’s place at the center of it. Winston 
Churchill says, “We make a living by what 
we get; we make a life by what we give.” This 
is so true, and we hope you agree.
We are grateful by how deeply we have been 
blessed and want to share with you some 
highlights happening through the life of 
our church. None of this would have been 
possible without your pledge.
Investing in the Next

• The Brownson Learning Center is full,  
    serving 85 children each week.
• 160 kids at VBS this past summer…      
    where many families are coming to 
    worship because of this outreach.
• Presbyterian Women led a highly  
    successful Artisan Craft Fair that fund  
    Scholarships for our youth.
• Children’s Ministry shared their talents  
    in a play called “No Wonder. 
   • A new program Preschool Praise        
    was launched and a huge success.  
    • The youth and children began a new  
    intergenerational program Brownson    
    Buddies.

Compelling Worship
• Our music programs are thriving and
    speak deeply into our value Compelling  
    Worship.

Deepening Discipleship
• During Lent, 16 small groups with over  
    235 people participated in our Lenten  
    study.
• New offerings during Sunday School  
    have revitalized our Adult Discipleship  
    programs.

Caring M2M
• We purchased a mini-bus through two  
   anonymous donations that transported  
   11 members to church and the     
   Brownson picnic.

Reaching Beyond our Walls
• 15 members of our church traveled to  
   work with the school for the deaf in San  
   Martin, Peru.
• BMPC contributed over $14,260 to help  
   with hurricane relief.
• We have worked to build Reach Teams  
   who go out and serve at the Sandhills  
   Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity, and  
   Family Promise.

Making Room for Others
• Over 40 people participated in the       
   Faith and Race: Building Bridges of     
   Understanding Among Neighbors trip 
   to Washington DC.
• We have welcomed over 30      
   newmembers in the last 8 months.

These are just a few examples of the amazing 
things going on within our church. We will 
share more with you in the coming weeks. 
Through God’s work, and your generosity, 
these things have been made possible.
Gratitude compels us to give back as an 
expression of thanksgiving and moves us 
to connect more deeply with God. We are 
so grateful for your steadfast and generous 
support of Brownson Church and hope that 
you prayerfully consider your pledge for 
2020.

John Hage 
Senior Pastor

Michael Gantt
Stewardship Chair

Michael

– Matthew 6:21

Sunday, October 6
Sunday, November 3
Sunday, December 1

Join us on 
these Sundays

COMMUNION

Digest
Session

The Session received a report 
from both the Brownson Learning 
Center and from the Children’s 
Discipleship ministry team and 
was delighted to learn that 85 
children are enrolled in the BLC, 
over 160 children attended VBS, 
and approximately 80 children 
were cared for in the infant and 
toddler nurseries and attended 
Kid’s Corner on Sunday, September 
15 as Brownson kicked off the year.
The Session discussed and 
approved a path forward for 
assigning Elders to ministry teams 
as they are ordained and become 
members of Session. Time was also 
spent reviewing accomplishments 
of the past year, planning for the 
coming year, considering the 
opportunities and challenges facing 
each ministry team and beginning 
the budgeting process for 2020. 
Progress is being made toward 
updating the Church’s Manual 
of Operations and a timeline for 
completion was also discussed.
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We are excited about planning an 
intergenerational mission trip to 
Peru sometime in 2020. Think you 
are too old – nonsense! Think you 
are too busy – one week working 
with Jed and Jenny Koball will 
change your life! If you are at all 
interested in going on the trip or 
in helping organize or fundraise, 
we need to hear from you. We have 
three possible dates – and you can 
help us by rank ordering those 
dates which might work for you. 
You can complete the interest form 
at brownsonchurch.org/globalm-
issions or by talking with Austin 
Vernon. The possible dates are:
a) TBD February in San Martin 
(Nueva Cajamarca) at the School for 
the Deaf
b) June 20-28 in San Martin (Nueva 
Cajamarca) at the School for the 
Deaf
c) July 18-26 in Huanaco at a shel-
ter for sexually abused girls

GLOBAL
MISSIONS

The 25,000 meals we packed in June 
for Rise Against Hunger have been 
delivered to eSwatini (formerly 
Swaziland) in southern Africa. In 
all, more than 285,000 meals were 
delivered to the poverty-stricken 
country. Brownson – you make a 
difference!

Mission Trip  2020

D I S C I P L E S H I P

Sunday School Classes (10 AM)
1. Current Events (Conference Room C) – A 
discussion-oriented, participant-led class 
that analyzes local and national issues, 
while trying to grapple with Christian re-
sponses. Coordinators Tim & Shauna Lo-
vin.
2. The Ligon Class (Conference Room A) 
– A class that delves deeply into Scripture 
using the PC(USA) curriculum, The Present 
Word. Led by Joe Currie and Mary Marga-
ret McNeill.
3. Dialogues: Faith and Science   (Confer-
ence Room B) – A class that fosters dialogue 
around pertinent topics from a faith-based 
perspective. For this study, we will look at 
the benefits and challenges of science for 
Christian faith. Facilitated by Austin Ver-
non, Bob Andradé, Kay Bullard, and John 
Bullard. 
4. Men and Women’s Bible Class - (Corner-
stone Room 217) – Formerly known as the 
Men’s Bible Class, this group uses The Pres-
ent Word. Members use The Present Word 
curriculum to facilitate their discussions of 
the Bible. Led by Larry McNeill, Fred Mon-
roe, and Milton Sills.

Bible Studies
1. Theology on Tap – A Bible study for the men of the church that meets on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 
PM at The Sly Fox - 795 SW Broad St, Southern Pines, NC 28387. Led by Charles Harris, Gerald Ostlund 
and Dan Neller.
2. The Book of Job – A ten-week Bible study on important topics including: where is God in the worst 
moments of our lives: What do we do when suffering casts doubt on our beliefs about God? This study is 
on Tuesday’s at 2 PM in the Cornerstone Conference Room. Facilitated by Austin Vernon, Linda Pridgen, 
and Linda and Allen Pridgen.
3. Men’s Prayer Breakfast – This group meets the first and third Tuesdays of every month at 7 AM at 
Sizzlin’ Steak or Eggs. Each meeting begins with a meal and concludes with a devotional. For more in-
formation, please contact Fred Monroe at (910) 692-2466.

The programmatic year kickoff on Septem-
ber 15 was a huge success! Many people 
have already plugged into our adult disci-
pleship offerings, but there is still plenty of 
time to participate in a class or Bible study. 
Please come and join us! If you have any 
questions or would like any assistance con-
necting to one of our offerings, please con-
tact Austin Vernon at discipleship@brown-
sonchurch.org.

A D U L T
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Congregational Care

Flowers To Share

Caring m2m (member to member)

Stephen Ministry: How did we begin and where are we now
In the book of Acts, the Bible tells the story of St. Stephen, the first lay person chosen and commissioned by the apostles to pro-
vide caring ministry to those in need. Stephen Ministry is named in his memory. Today, Brownson Church represents 1 of 13,000 
congregations worldwide who provides this meaningful ministry. We are here for you. Let us know how we can hold you in our 
hearts and prayers and walk with you into wholeness. Because God Cares…We Care.

Visitation Ministry Celebration Brunch
Visitation Ministry Celebration Brunch – Sunday, October 13 from 10:10-11:00 
AM in Fellowship Hall. Do friends say you’re a good listener? Would you like 
to make a difference in the lives of others? Come to learn more about the Vis-
itation Ministry! This ministry offers a very simple way of sharing the love of 
Christ to members and friends of Brownson who are no longer able to regular-
ly attend worship services on Sundays. You would be assigned to someone to 
visit once a month, and select a date and time that is convenient for all. Visits 
should take no more than 30 minutes. Contact Jane Maynard at 910.692.6252, 
care@brownsonchurch.org or Cheryl McNeill at 910.690.5895 to join our team!

Sign up at the Information Center on Sunday mornings to have the Flower Min-
istry Team prepare an arrangement for someone you’re visiting during the fol-
lowing week. Flowers from Sunday worship are divided and made into smaller 
arrangements to be carried to those at home, in the hospital, or in area nursing 
facilities. If you think of someone who might enjoy a visit, you are encouraged 
to sign up to deliver them flowers. Please help members who cannot attend 
worship know they are remembered because we care member to member!

Martha’s Friends and Stephen Ministers will be hosting a luncheon for all those 
who have lost loved ones in the past year. We hope you will join us to remem-
ber and give thanks on Sunday, November 3, at 12:15 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
There is no cost, but reservations are appreciated. Contact the church office to 
reserve your seat.

On Sunday, November 3, please join us during worship at either service for 
special music, a prayer of remembrance, and ringing of the chimes as we re-
member and lift up those in our congregation who have joined the heavenly 
“great company of saints” during the past year.

New BMPC Bus – It was a joy to welcome back grateful members who were 
able to receive bus transportation to worship and the annual picnic this fall. 
If you or someone you know would be willing to serve as a bus driver, please 
contact Marilyn Baxter at the church office.

Congrats to newly trained Stephen Ministry Facilitators (L to R): Jeff Gilbert, train-
er, Steve Leggett, Bonnie Berger, Ellie Collins, Jack Dempsey (not pictured: Nancy 
Ahlfeld and Mary Foster).

New BMPC Bus

All Saints Luncheon

All Saints Rememberance
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The children have learned 
that God created each one of 
us, and that we are all one 
of a kind and wonderfully 
made by Him. We spent the 
month learning about our 
amazing bodies and our five 
senses. We have talked a lot 
about treating one another 
with kindness and shining 
our lights each day.

back in session is complete 
and it couldn’t have been better! 

Our first month
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Youth Sunday School kicked off a new sea-
son on September 15. We’d like to welcome 
and thank Chris Hunt and Dixie Parks for 
volunteering their time to teach our youth. 
Sunday School is at 10:00 AM every Sunday 
in the Youth Suite. Come and join us!

Also, mark your 2020 calendar for the Mon-
treat Youth Conference. We will be going 
July 26 – August 1. More information to 
come!

Youth Conference

Save the date for Trunk or Treat on October 
27, where all are encouraged to dress up in 
costumes and decorate their cars for kids in 
our community to trick-or-treat.

Trunk or Treat

“Eat More Chicken…and Biscuits.” That’s 
what our high schoolers are doing on Thurs-
day mornings at Chick-fil-A at 7:45 AM for 
Bible Study. We hope that this will be a safe 
place for having honest conversations, cele-
brating successes and growing in faith.

Thursday Mornings

September 15 marked the beginning of our 
2019/2020 Youth Group Program. Our kick-
off celebration welcomed back more than 
25 middle and high school students. The 
youth enjoyed getting reacquainted, play-
ing kickball and gearing up for the exciting 
fall as we gather to study God’s word, grow 
in friendship, serve our church and com-
munity and just have FUN! Many thanks 
to Michelle and Asa Moran for organizing 
dinner and serving as Grill Master, to Rob 
Pollock for leading fellowship and to the 
parents who joined us.

Youth Group

Thank you to our Youth Ushers who so will-
ingly and dutifully helped at the September 
15 service. Future times when Youth Ushers 
are needed are – October 20, November 17 
and December 22. Serving as an Usher is 
easy to do, a great way to help in a BIG way 
and requires a minimal amount of time.

Youth Ushers

Sunday School

BROWNSON
Y O U T H

A Wonderful   Daystar Thank You Note  

Dear Brownson Church
Gosh!! I don’t even know where to start from with 
thanking you, but just know that I am hugely grate-
ful to you.
Never in a million years did I think I would be where 
I am today. God interupted our life and directed you 
towards me and you did not even think of giving an 
excuse. May God interupt mine too so that I can fol-
low his plans and purpose for my life.
Thank you for your prayers! May I be open to com-
plete the task that God has laid out in front of  me.
I want you to know that your support has come a long 
way and I will be forever indebted to you. May the Al-
mighty bless you and replenish your pockets. Thank 
you, thank you, thank you.
Heart full of Love for you,
Catherine Jemimah
Daystar Graduate and BMPC Sponsored Student
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Exciting New Year
Brownson Kids kicked off an exciting year 
on Sunday, September 15! We began the day 
with two worship services, followed by Sun-
day School with record attendance! We then 
had an exciting night of Kids Connect, be-
ginning with a fun game of kickball and a 
trip to the Ice Cream Parlor. We are excited 
for this church year, and hope you will en-
courage your children, grandchildren, and 
neighbors to join us.
Sunday Offerings:
9:00- Worship (Kids Connect Offered)
10:00- Sunday School (All ages)
11:00- Worship (Kids Connect Offered)
4:30-6:30- Kids Connect (Grades K-5)
4:30-6:30- Preschool Praise (first Sunday of 
every month)

Kids Corner has a brand new multipurpose room

Sunday, September 15
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September 13-14, the choir had a great time 
at their choir retreat. A fun weekend of 
learning new music, working on music for 
the fall and getting a head start on Christ-
mas. They also played games and had team 
building activities. Joining them for the 
weekend was Robert Belton - Teacher, For-
mer North Carolina Department of Public 
Instruction advisor, and creator of North 
Carolina’s Virtual Online School. Mr. Belton 
facilitated their team-building activities, 
games, and discussions.

Weekend Choir Retreat

Saturday, October 19 at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary
Admission is free and open to the public. 
Donations will be accepted at the door.

Brownson Concert Series

Canto ZenzeroPresents

The Jazz Band provided wonderful 
laid back and care-free music at our 
Church Picnic. The group played and 
sang a wide variety of music featuring 
some “Beach Music,” “Oldies,” Jazz, and 
much more.

M U S I C

The Jazz Band
2019



Love is on the Move

Sandhills Coalition

New Southern Pines 
Elementary School 
Partnership with 
Brownson Church

Family Promise
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SAVE THE DATE: Brownson will be the 
host for Family Promise Monday, Novem-
ber 4 through Thursday night November 7. 
We need a team of 20-24 volunteers to assist 
with dinner preparations, evening hosts 
to play with the kids and two volunteers 
to spend the night in the house with the 
mothers and their children without
permanent housing. The Family Promise 
home is located in Aberdeen. The night 
hosts have a private room and a bed. This 
is a wonderful Brownson Church mission 
opportunity. We have many BMPC mem-
bers who are seasoned veterans of the pro-
gram but we’d love new volunteers to assist 
and experience the joy from this commu-
nity outreach project. If you’ve never par-
ticipated before, we can team you up with 
a veteran of the program. Please call/email 
Amanda Bullock to find out how you can 
assist in this wonderful volunteer oppor-
tunity. (amanda@amandabullock.com or 
910-315-2127).

After many months of prayer and dis-
cernment, the Local Missions Ministry 
Team announced its new partnership with 
Southern Pines Elementary School (SPES) 
at our Unity Service on September 8. We 
believe God has called our church to serve 
the families at this school, particularly the 
Families in Transition (FIT), whose hous-
ing situations are unstable and transitory. 
We are excited about this new partnership 
because we believe it will transform our 
lives and the families at SPES. Our minis-
try team, in conjunction with school offi-
cials, is still in the process of formulating 
service opportunities and other activities. 
Some ideas we’ve proposed are a school 
supplies collection drive, a fall bash event, 
and tutoring groups. If any of these ideas 
interest you, or if you have your own ideas, 
or you’d just like to be included in future 
service activities at SPES, please call Austin 
Vernon at the church office or email him 
at discipleship@brownsonchurch.org. Our 
ministry team would love to connect you 
to this exciting new partnership! Love is on the move! Brownson t-shirts 

(short-sleeve and long-sleeve) are available 
for purchase at the church office for $20. For 
more information, please contact Austin 
Vernon, discipleship@brownsonchurch.org.

Brownson members served on September 17, 
where they assisted the Coalition with Shoes 
for Students shoe distribution. Shoes for Stu-
dents provides new athletic shoes to Moore 
County elementary school children identi-
fied by their school social worker.

LOCAL 
MISSIONS

Reaching Beyond Our Walls

Shoes for Students



The Horizon Bible Study in our 
circles is the nourishment we 
need to bloom into the essence 
of what we are all about….and 
we are all about being a strong 
organization based on our 
bylaws and history. We are all 
about serving as a foundation 
for missions, scholarships and 
outreach programs. We are the 
Presbyterian Women.

Deryle Carr

A Note from the Moderator: 

PWPresbyterian Women
Nuture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community

Caring m2m (member to member)

PW Moderator

We are Presbyterian Women

Excitement
is in the air.

CIRCLE 2

CIRCLE 7 Cathy Coats Harpster 
ccharpster@gmail.com

Robyn Lam 
robynglam@gmail.com

Kathy McPherson 
kathy@clanmcpherson.com

CIRCLE 4

Sandra Olbon
foxhuntlane@gmail.com

CIRCLE 3

Blanche Woodruff
blanchewoodruff@gmail.com

Libby Marsh
72bulbqueen18@gmail.com

CIRCLE 6
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2nd Tuesday: 
10:00 AM

Conference Rm. C

Martha Collier 
qqcollier05@embarqmail.com

Pat Copley 
pcopley007@gmail.com

910-949-3656

910-692-4790

2nd Monday: 
12:00 AM

Conference Rm. C
910-603-4804

1st Thursday: 
10:15 AM

Conference Rm. C
910-420-0413

2nd Monday: 
10:00 AM

Conference Rm. A

3rd Monday: 7:00 PM
Conference Rm. C

910-725-2460

910-692-9247

910-690-1101

910-692-4790

Join our team. Pick a circle and help us to make
a difference in the lives of others.

Hear Us Roar

PW is very proud to present this fair to raise money for 
scholarships and world-wide missions. We are looking forward 
to your support! This is a fun day and a wonderful time to do 
some early Christmas shopping.
We are also accepting items for our Silent Auction or any 
monetary donations. Please contact Deryle Carr: derylecarr@
gmail.com or 910-585-1924.

The Brownson Presbyterian Women 
Craft Fair is coming!

28 Vendors and 
39 tables of 
Handcrafted Items

 Silent Auction 
with over 60 items

50/50 Cash Prize 
Raffle
A Separate Room 
for Handmade 
Circle Crafts

NOVEMBER 9,  FROM 
9:30 -  2:00 PM
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Anniversaries
October
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October 1
Adelaide Brzozowski
Christal Cole
Melody Williams
Katherine Woolford

October 2
Jeff Childress
Bob Daane

October 3
Bonnie Colwell 
Ray D’Ostroph
Will Strickland

October 4
Wallace Beeson
Morgan Davis
Kelli Garbett

October 5
Molli Beeson
Katherine Kelly
Daniel McCall
Brayden Picerno

October 6
Joseph Davis
Paul Halm 
Linda Hamel
Marilee Huntley
Brian Jones
Kevin Kelly
Carolyn Malmrose
Pat Matson
Pam Moore
Cornelia Morris

October 7
Tom Bryant
Hershell Cole
Myra Hall
Brenda Litton
Lacy McGuire
Carol Monroe 
Leigh Ann Platt
Diane Westbrook

October 8
Lara Ellis

October 9
Mary Lou Hostetler
Anne Krahnert
Joyce Stutts

October 10
Barbara Bowen
Meredith Clifton
Marjorie Heffner
Bo Johnson
Muff Tate

October 11
Sheila McLeod
Joe Parrish
Ashby Scruggs
Shirley Van Hoy

October 12
Nik Pry
Jeanie Riordan
Victor Smith

October 13
Evelyn Brzozowski
Steve Leggett
Holly Pandich

October 14
Myrtis Morrison

October 15
Elizabeth Blasko
Ruth Hellinger
Ian Maynor
Missy Quis
Arnold Seawell

October 16
James Beddingfield
Jim Davis
Harrison Edwards
Jane Maynard
Fred Monroe
Ted Taws

October 17
Stephen Clark 
Sara Conti
Michael Martin
Ellen Perkinson

October 18
Natalie Blanton
Jim Goulden
Tracie Marino
Claude Morris 
Felice Ryals

October 19
Byna Batson
Seth Bryant
Angela Zumwalt

October 20
Billy Barber
Emma Berg 
Don Fuquay
David Greeley
Carol Halsey 
Julie Haro
Brian Henning
William Huntley

October 21
Kay Bullard
Mike Williams

October 22 
Rosie Brzozowski
Michael McGowan

October 23
Jamie McCall
Wendy Preble

October 24
Chase Ivey
Steve Smith

October 25
Julie Boorman
Hugh Mercer

October 26
Caroline Kirkland

October 1
Kerm & Joyce Jones

October 2
Aziz & Sarah Ahmad

October 3 
Steven Graves & Jim Irvin 
Steve & Jackie Woodward

October 4
Rick & Dondra Kujawski 
Gary & Justine Ostlund
Victor & Nammi Smith

October 5
George & Johanna Edens

October 6
Peter & Julie Boorman
Chris & Megan Hunt

October 8
Dan & Jane Pajak
Dixie & Anthony Parks
Jim & Diane Steele

October 10
Clarence & Hilda Cameron

October 12
Jim & Ruth Crawford

October 13
Derek & Heather Frankena
John & Cynthia Strickland

October 18 
Andy & Robin Dunlap
Dick & Cathy Harpster

October 19
Derrick & Robbie North

October 27
Johanna Edens
Doug Lam
Dick McCollum
Bonnie McGowan

October 28
Will Franks
Joyce White

October 29
Jim Byrd
Todd Hohnsbehn
Jonathan Martin
Gene Rainey
Jim Webb

October 30
Ryan Frankena
Sally Kendrick
Morgan Lewis

October 31
Heather Frankena
Milton Sills
Bobbie Porter

October 20
Jim & Nancy McNiff

October 21
Burt & Helen Ozment

October 22
Ritche & Pam Moore
Dick & Shirley Westcott

October 24
George & Jean Ellis
Craig & Kristin Floyd
Jeff & Jane Scruggs

October 26
Wiley & Dianne Barrett

October 28
Dean & Grace Morrison
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BROWNSON MEMORIAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

330 S. May Street
Southern Pines, NC 28387

Sunday Worship
9:00 & 11:10 AM

Office hours
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910.692.6252
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