The Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts at St. Andrew’s
By
Peggy Woodall, Corky Brooks, Ken Hampton, and Melissa Sale
“On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout law;
to help other people at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally
straight.” - Boy Scout Pledge
“On my honor I will try: to serve God and my country, to help people at all times, and to live by
the Girl Scout law.” -Girl Scout Promise

Boy Scout Troop 48
The Boy Scouts were an
integral part of the services
at St. Andrew’s throughout
its history. Troop 48 met at
St. Andrews from the 1950s
to 2018.
Corky Brooks was a Cub
Scout, then a Boy Scout at
St. Andrew’s in the 1950s.
His Scoutmaster was R.M.
(Mac) Davis. Walter Deal
was the leader when Corky
was in Explorers Post 48.
Corky remembered the
troop having their own
room in the basement of the
1952 parish hall addition.
Ken Hampton, Scoutmaster
from 1963 to 1979, recalled that their room had an open ceiling with rafters for hanging wet

tents from their many camping adventures. “I have great memories of that troop. A great
group of young men,” he said. The Boy Scouts were flag bearers for parades and special
services. The Whitsunday parades of the 1940s and 1950s always featured Boy Scouts carrying
the colors. Boy Scouts carried the flag for Howard Saunders’ ordination service to the
priesthood in 1965. Boy Scout recognition Sunday was an annual event at church. Always
involved with the church and community in various service projects, the Scouts collected food
for hunger, assisted various charities and organizations, planted trees at Newport News Park,
and built the outdoor classroom at Hilton Elementary. Troop 48 often marched in the Hilton
Village Fourth of July parade.
Ken Hampton recalled that once the Boy Scouts saved St. Andrew’s from a potentially
devastating fire. At their Wednesday night meeting, the troop smelled smoke coming from the
janitor’s closet. Some oily rags were smoking and almost at the flashpoint. They dragged the
bucket outside and kept the fire from starting. The church wrote them a letter of thanks.

Troop 48 pictured at St. Andrew’s 1963: Scoutmasters Ken Hampton (back row left) and Cliff Wrestler
(back row second from right)

During Ken’s tenure as Scoutmaster, the Boy Scouts camped once a month, all year round. In
the summer, they camped at Camp Chickahominy. They also camped at a farm in Gloucester
where they could do most anything they wanted “as long as we didn’t set the woods on fire.”
Although they always invited Mr. Burke to go on their camping trips, he always told them, “The
last time I was in a tent was on Normandy Beach in World War II. No more camping.”
The names of Leaders, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts at St. Andrew’s will be listed in the 100 th
Anniversary Book.

Eagle Scouts
Since its inception in 1912, the Eagle Scout
award represents the supreme
achievement for the Boy Scouts. According
to the Boy Scouts of America, “’Eagle Scout’
is not just an award; it is a state of being.
Those who earned it as youth continue to
earn it every day as adults. That is why an
eagle scout is an eagle scout, not was.”
Many Boy Scouts in Troop 48 have achieved
this prestigious award of service,
leadership, and diligence. The Boy Scouts
of America require the year-long service
project to benefit a religious institution,
school, or community. St. Andrew’s held its
last Eagle Scout service for Henry Waddill in
2018.

Corky Brooks and John Doley receiving their
Eagle Scout awards from Mr. Burke in 1957

St. Andrew’s Cub Scout Pack 48 c. 1952: Top
row from left: Richard Seward, Winston
Matthews, Bill Bowditch. Center: John Doley,
Corky Brooks, Buzzy Barker. Bottom: John
Bachman, Bill Shaver

Girl Scout Troop 5
As noted previously, the Reverend Mr. Paul Kratzig was not only a pastor for the St. Andrew’s
community, but also the community at large. He wrote a letter dated October 3, 1952,
addressed to Mrs. J. S. (Margaret) Robertson, Mrs. William (Cookie) Fyfe and Mrs. L. S.
(Mildred) Reed to officially appoint these ladies as the committee of the Girl Scouts of St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church. They were to remain in this capacity until their successors are
appointed. According to the letter, they would be accountable to the whole church which
comes under the Rector. Mr. Kratzig was very proud to have the Girl Scouts as a part of “our
program”. He believed it would round out a need within the church.
An early list of girls in the scout program contains 38 members and their church or faith. There
were 13 Episcopalians, 11 Methodists, 5 Baptists, 2 Roman Catholics, 2 Presbyterians, 1
Christian Scientist, 2 Jewish, 2 others – ecumenical to say the least.
The program grew with Girl Scouts and Brownies, and Margaret, Cookie and Mildred, who each
had girls of scouting age, remained good friends. My mother, Margaret remained in scouting
long after I had left the program. She was on the Girl Scout Council and worked with Mrs.
McMahen and others in the procurement and establishment of Camp Skimino. Mother loved
camping, the outdoors and all of nature (except for snakes!), and, after my sister Nancy grew
into scouting in the 1960’s, the two of them enjoyed many camping experiences.
In a church bulletin from 1965 in the “Kalendar For the Week”, Brownies and Girl Scouts
meetings are listed each day Monday through Thursday.

1950s Daily Press clipping of St. Andrew’s Girl Scout Troop 5

