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AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SUN CITY 
 

WELCOME!  If this is your first time at American Lutheran Church, we are glad you 

have chosen to visit us.  You are welcome to worship alongside us anytime as we weave 

the stories of our lives together with the eternal truths of Godôs love.  We invite you to 

sign our Guest Book located in the Narthex, and please fill out the Welcome Pad placed 

in your pew.  Godôs joy, peace and blessings be yours! 

 

The Inauguration 

of the Christ 
Rev. Charles T. Paulson 

 

 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 26, 2019, at 4:00 p.m. 

January 27, 2019, at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

OUR MISSION 

To proclaim the love of Jesus Christ, 

invite others to participate in our faith community, 

and be a blessing to all in word and deed. 
 

 
The glory of the Lord is revealed in the reading of scripture.  People stand at attention.  

People weep.  People prostrate themselves in prayer.  The unity of the church is another 

reflection of the glory of God.  Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the 

person of Jesus Christ.  Gather round.  Listen up.  Glimpse the glory of God. 
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WE GATHER 
 

 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

(Saturday) Descend, O Spirit of God MORECAMBE 
arr. Frederick C. Atkinson 

 

(Sunday) Let There Be Praise Dick and Melodie Tunney 
 Ah-Men Singers arr. Joseph Linn 

 

WELCOME and MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  (Sunday 8:30 only)  
 

^OPENING HYMN The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing 531 ELW 

(^ Indicates to stand) 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Trusting in the word of life given in baptism and the love of God poured into our 

 hearts, we gather this day with faith and joy to worship in the name of (+) the Father, 

 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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OPENING INVOCATION 
  

P: This is the day that the LORD has made,  

C: let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
P: The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 

 given to us;  

C: We dwell in the Spirit and the Spirit dwells in us. 
P: Give thanks to the Lord and call upon Godôs name; 

C: make known Godôs deeds among the peoples. 
P: Sing to God, sing praises to God, 

C: and speak of all of Godôs marvelous works. 
P: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, 

C: who was and is and is to come! 
P: This is the day when the Spirit came. 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (please be seated) 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE O Lord, Send Forth Your Spirit LBW 392 
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ORDER OF CONFESSION 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, who creates us and forms us, who redeems 

us and calls us, who unites us and sends us. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

P: The Spirit of the Lord fills the world and knows our every word and deed.  Gathered 

in Godôs presence, let us open ourselves to the Lord and each other and confess our 

sins in penitence, faith and hope. Mighty and loving God, 

 

C: have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We seek our own way.  We divide the body of Christ.  In your mercy, 

rain upon our dry and dusty lives.  Wash away our sin and heal our wounded 

spirits.  Kindle within us the fire of your love to burn away our apathy.  With 

your warmth bend our rigidity and guide our wandering feet.  Let the words of 

our mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with 

faith, hope and love.  Amen. 
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WE HEAR 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Hear the good news!  It is the Lord God who helps you:  The carpenterôs hands have 

 been nailed to a cross setting you free.  By grace you have been saved.  As a called 

 and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

 declare to you the entire forgiveness of all of your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

 of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Your sins are forgiven and you are released.  The 

 joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 
 

C: Amen.  Thanks be to God! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray.  Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for 

the nourishment of your people.  Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever 

hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
ANTHEM  
 

(Saturday)  Let There Be Praise Dick and Melodie Tunney 
 Ah-Men Singers arr. Joseph Linn 

 

(Sunday)  Many Gifts, One Spirit Allen Pote 
  Celebration Choir 

 

 

 
 

FIRST LESSON Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem.  Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of 

Moses to them in the public square.  When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for 

the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that the joy of the Lord is their strength. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!  
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PSALM 19:1-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how 

intimately connected we are in the church.  For this struggling congregation in Corinth, 

Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today. 

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord  

C: Thanks be to God! 
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^ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL  

 

 

READING OF THE GOSPEL  Luke 4:14-21 
Near the beginning of Jesusô public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth.  In the 

words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 
 

RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 
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WE LEARN 
 

 

 

SERMON The Inauguration of the Christ 

Rev. Charles T. Paulson 

 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY  

 Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart LBW 486 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


