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St. James Episcopal Church 

New London, Connecticut 

296th Annual Parish Meeting 

January 26, 2020 

Agenda 
 

Reading of the Warning  
  

Call to Order and Opening Prayer  
  

Rector’s Welcome and Report 
 

 Invite Newcomers attending first annual meeting to introduce themselves  
 

Missional story 
 

Welcome Zachary Kohl, Esquire 

 

Adoption of 2020 By-Laws 
  

Adoption of Voter List (page 32)  
  

Adoption of Agenda  
 

 Missional story 
 

Appoint Parliamentarian and Tellers  
  

Approved Minutes of the 2019 Annual Meeting (pages 8-10)  
  

Financial Reports (pages 33-35)  
 

Treasurer’s 2019 Report/2020 Budget as approved by the Vestry 
  

Nominating Committee Report/Elections: (page 11)  
  

Annual Reports (pages 12-31)  

• Received by title as printed in the Annual Meeting Report  
 

Other Business  
 

Missional story 
 

Thanks  
  

Adjournment with Closing Prayer  
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Officers for 2019 

  

Senior Warden   Lori Sarkett  

Junior Warden  David Higgins  

Parish Clerk                    Ann Burdick  

Treasurer                         Gerald Miller  

Assistant Treasurer                                                     Garrett Brennan  

Pledge Secretary                               Greg Rice  

Clerk of the Works        Walter Chojnacki  

  

  

Parish Staff  

  

Rector         The Rev. Ranjit K. Mathews 

Parish Administrator     Ellen Merrill 

Organist/Choirmaster  William Cooper 

Sexton  

 

Vestry 

 

Diane Theis 

Class of 2020  (Retiring)      Class of 2021     Class of 2022 

Stephanie Brandon     Judy Benson   William Crawford 

Eleanor Godfrey 

Fred Smith 

Karen Hatcher-Sneed 

    John Umland 

       Stacy Dunning 

          Ron Ward 

   
  

Delegates to Diocesan Convention  

  

Emma Palzere-Rae (delegate term expires 2020)  

John Umland (alternate delegate term expires 2021)  

Hildy Zeigler (alternate delegate)  
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RECORDED IN 2019 PARISH REGISTER  
 

Baptisms:                              8 

  

Confirmations:                0 

  

 

Receptions:                                                                                          0 

 

 

Celebrations of Marriage:                                                                 1   
 

 

Burials:                                                 8 
 

Transfers In:                                  4 
                  

            Transfers Out:                                   4 
                                                

 

 

RECORDED IN 2019 REGISTER OF CHURCH SERVICES 

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS 
      

  
EUCHARIST      2019  2018 2017 2016 

Sunday & Saturday Evening  

 
124 

 

 126 

 

141 

 

151 

 

Weekday 38  43 26 23 

Private  35  37 23 27 

Daily Office:       

Sunday  5  4 9 7 

Other Services:       

Marriage    1  1 1 0 

Burial  8  2 14 15 

Other Office & Private  20  9 58 33 
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(APPROVED MINUTES OF THE 2019 ANNUAL MEETING) 

Minutes of the 295th Annual Meeting 

JANUARY 27, 2019 

St. James Episcopal Church 

New London, Connecticut 
 

Call to Order and Opening Prayer  
 

Parish Clerk, Ann Burdick, read “The Warning” which is a public statement that the 295th Annual Meeting 

of St. James Episcopal Church is called to order on January 27, 2019 at 11:01 am.   Fr. Ranjit offered the 

opening prayer. 
 

Misssional Story – Fr. Ranjit introduced Joan Robinson 
 

Rector’s Welcome and Report (pages 11-13) - Fr. Ranjit gave a warm welcome to all parishioners and 

especially to the newcomers.   Fr. Ranjit encouraged us to read all the reports in the Annual Parish Report, 

and see how the church’s ministries are helping in so many ways in our community.  
 

Welcomed newcomers attending their first annual meeting and had them introduce themselves 

Adoption of Voter List (pages 31-32) - A motion was made to adopt the Parish Voter List by Joan 

Robinson and seconded by David Downes.  The motion was passed unanimously. 
 

Adoption of Agenda - A motion to approve the meeting agenda was made by Janet Kepner and seconded 

by Deborah Downes.  The motion was passed unanimously. 
 

Missional Story – Fr. Ranjit introduced Mary White  
 

Appointment of Parliamentarian and Tellers – Fred Smith was appointed Parliamentarian and Greg 

Rice was appointed as Teller for this 2019 Annual Meeting.   
 

Approval of the Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting (Pages 8-9) The minutes of the 2018 Annual 

Meeting was approved by the Vestry at their February 2018 meeting.  Garrett Brennan made a motion to 

accept the minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting and Deanna Bossdorf seconded the motion.  The motion 

was passed unanimously.   
 

Financial Report and Treasurer’s Report 2018/2019 Budget (Pages 33-35)  Jerry Miller reported that 

there were expenditures of $432,200 and revenues of $266,771 for the 2018 budget, which yielded a deficit 

of $165,429 for the year.  This was offset by our planned withdrawal from the Endowment of $164,664, 

leaving a net operating deficit of $765 which is well below one percent.  The Drop in Learning Center has 

been housed in the Seabury Center this year. Their contribution of $9,600 is being used as a credit against 

the church’s utilities.  
 

Regarding the 2019 budget, there were salary increases for clergy and staff as well as increased Medical, 

Property and Liability Insurance that are consistent with the guidelines contained in the Treasurer’s 

Newsletter published by the Diocese.  $1,950 was added to the budget for lay leader training and a parish 

intern. To balance the budget, $171,546 will be withdrawn from the Endowment Fund. This is $17,201 

more than the full 5% withdrawal permitted by the Vestry Policy. The Vestry approved this amount as a 

one-time exception to the 5% rule.  
 

Missional Story – Fr. Ranjit introduced Sue and Walt Chojnacki  
 
            (Continued on page 9) 
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Nominating Committee Report/Elections  
 

Fr. Ranjit presented the following slate that was proposed by the Nominating Committee. 
 

Senior Warden    Lori Sarkett 

Junior Warden     David Higgins  

Parish Clerk      Ann Burdick 

Treasurer     Gerald Miller  

Assistant Treasurer    Garrett Brennan  

Historians      Jan Dargel and Dean Hantazopoulos 
 

Vestry Class of 2022     William Crawford 

       Stacy Dunning 

       Ron Ward 
 

Delegates to Diocese Convention    

Term expires 2020    Emma Palzere-Rae  

Term expires 2021    John Umland 

Alternate Delegate Term expires 2021 Hilda Zeigler 
 

Fr. Ranjit opened the floor for other nominations.  Hearing no other nominations from the floor a motion 

was made by Anna Shaw to cast one vote accept the Slate of Officers, Vestry members and Delegates.  

Dorothy Sieburg seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously. 
 

Annual Reports - Will Sieburg made a motion to receive the Annual Reports and Jan Kepner seconded  

the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 
 

Fr. Ranjit reflected back to the 2018 outreach committees which have continued to thrive.  Caring for 

Creation is a new committee that focuses on ways to protect our earth.  Thanks for the everyone’s support 

and passion to St. James. 
 

Lori Sarkett reflected back on the past year and how the parish has flourished over the year, as well as 

presenting its challenges.  Our outreach programs have served the poor, the hungry, the needy and the 

homebound.  The new committee The Caring for Creation has taught us the responsibility for caring for 

our planet.  Our hearts and minds have been opened with the leadership of Fr. Ranjit.  She thanked Fr. 

Ranjit for making us all better Christians. She also thanked and appreciated all of the people that help to 

support and dedicate their time and passion to St James in so many ways.   
 

David Higgins encouraged people to participate in one of our ministries or outreach programs.  “Can’t rock 

the boat, if you are rowing the boat”. 
  

Other Business - Reona Dyess thanked St James for opening their doors to the Drop In Learning Center.  Will 

Sieburg has volunteered as the Lawrence and Memorial Hospital Clinical Pastoral Education Supervisor and 

announced that Bob Bowlin has agreed to take over the position.  Fr. Ranjit announced that Fresh New London 

and Reona Dyess now have functional office spaces downstairs area.  Ron Ward acknowledged and praised the 

Spanish and English Eucharist as a celebration that can be enjoyed by all even you don’t speak the language.  

The lack of language is not a reason to not be hospitable to our neighbors. 
 

Pat Lee will be organizing the Fish Dinners offered during Lent.  

  
                  (Continued on page 10) 
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Dorothy Sieburg wanted parishioners to know that the Jumble Shoppe gives away a couple of thousands of 

dollars of clothing to people using a voucher system every three months giving them 4 articles of clothing. 

Missional Story - Fr. Ranjit introduced Tom Clark 
 

Will Cooper acknowledged and thanked all the members of the children, youth, family and children, and adult 

choirs for their participation.    
 

Fr. Ranjit gave thanks and gratitude to the people who created this lunch for this meeting.  Fr. Ranjit applauded 

and lifted up the vestry in the way we can all sit and work together to accomplish God’s work.  To the outgoing 

members of the Vestry, Fr. Ranjit thanked Barbara Sherman for her quiet leadership and appreciated your 

soulful and mindful presence on the Vestry. The book, The Gifts of Imperfections was given to her.  Fr. Ranjit 

met Dave Downes as member of the Search Committee as kind and gentle yet strong, and persevering person, 

and thankful for his contributions to the Vestry.  The book, No Man is an Island was presented to him.  Thanks 

to Ellen Merrill who holds in her heart and soul her gentle wisdom and hospitality.  Diane Theiss has been a 

wonderful person filling in as our sexton, and Diana Cortez who has offered her time with her gifts.   
 

Fr. Ranjit offered thanks as a part of our stewardship.   
 

Will Cooper, organist and choirmaster, is a delight to work with offering new musical creations.   
 

We had two parish interns, Dana Capasso Stivers and Mary Barnett and appreciate their gifts of prayers and 

preaching. 

             

Closing Prayer - Fr. Ranjit offered the closing prayer. 
 

Adjournment - Deanna Bossdorf made the motion to adjourn and Sue Chojnacki seconded the motion. The 

motion was passed unanimously. 
 

2019 Annual Meeting was adjourned at 12:27 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ann Burdick, Parish Clerk 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT  
  

NOMINATIONS FOR 2020   

 Senior Warden           John Umland 

 Junior Warden           Charles Sharp 

 Parish Clerk             Ann Burdick  

 Treasurer                Gerald Miller  

 Assistant Treasurer                 Garrett Brennan  

 Parish Historian:                       Mary Lycan 
  

Vestry:  

 Class of 2023                  
          William Sieburg 

          Diane Larson 

          Graham Lanz 

 
           Class of 2022 

 Replacement for Ron Ward              Stephanie Brandon 

 

Class of 2021  

Replacement for John Umland     Hildy Zeigler 

 

Delegate to Diocesan Convention:  

 (Term expires 2021)                         Emma Palzere-Rae 

 (Term expires 2022)            Hildy Zeigler 

 Alternate Delegate: (Term expires 2022)                      Deanna Bossdorf 

               

Respectfully submitted,  

Nominating Committee members  
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RECTOR’S REPORT  
  

Dear friends, 
 
One of the important ways I envisioned our parish moving was through the Jesus Movement. It was something 

that I came to understand while on the Presiding Bishop’s staff. The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, was 

installed as Primate and Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church in October 2015, just a year and a half 

before I became Rector at St. James. It gave me some time to listen to what the Jesus Movement was all about 

and get immersed in it. I loved it and I had experienced it as an authentic way of Christianity for the 21st 

century. For him and our Church, the Jesus Movement is the ongoing community of people who center their 

lives on Jesus and follow him into loving, liberating and a life-giving relationship with God, each other and 

creation. 
 
It is why I share that we are a part of the Episcopal branch of The Jesus Movement, (nearly every Sunday 

morning.)  And from the past year, I believe we are surely moving into this, here at St. James.  There haven’t 

been too many other realities that have happened; but to say a heartfelt thanks to the stewardship committee for 

their incredible work caring for our community and stewarding a delightful way of leading our parish deeper 

into The Jesus Movement. One of the challenges of the year has been to be faithful to the Jesus Movement in a 

time when there is more harshness in rhetoric and policies.  
 
One of the highlights of this past year, was having Dr. John Thatamanil offer a retreat at the Incarnation Center 

in Ivoryton on politics for our Vestry, and to realize that we cannot escape politics even while at Church. He 

was also able to preach and offer forums on a Sunday morning. This was a catalyst because it helped us to 

realize the totality of the Gospel, in that it encapsulates all things not just things in the spiritual world.  
 
I continue to be grateful to the staff for their continued hard work, including Ellen Merrill, Deacon Ellen Adams 

and Will Cooper, who share diligent work on behalf of the parish. Moreover, I was delighted that we could hire 

Diane Theis to our staff as our Sexton. Diane has been such a delight to the staff, and we all work well together. 

Special thanks to Barbara Calkins and Diana Cortes for their steadfast work to the Church.  While there are so 

many parishioners who give so much of their time and effort over the course of the year, I want to highlight the 

ministry of Eleanor Godfrey and her leadership of the Lord’s Pantry. She has done this for a long time now and 

I am exceedingly grateful for her time and commitment.   
 
I am so grateful for the ministry of our senior and junior wardens, Lori Sarkett and Dave Higgins, who have 

given so much of their time and effort to making this Church active and connected to its’ people.  Lori Sarkett 

has been someone who goes above and beyond to support the Church, and that has been clear ever since she 

started as senior warden. I am also grateful to Fred Smith who will be stepping down after his term on the 

Vestry.  Fred has been on since I was called as Rector, and I am grateful for his voice which made our 

collective conversation stronger.  
 
We had another year with the Drop In Learning Center and Fresh, New London, using our space, which has 

made for a wonderful engagement with our staff, and the staff of the Drop and Fresh. As we did in 2018, and 

2017, the Faith in Action committee had two senior luncheons which served the community, which were great.   
 

I believe we continue to live into the biblical mandate of Luke 4:18, where it says, “the Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim the year 

of the Lord’s favor.  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of  

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.  He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled  

 
                   (Continued on page 13) 
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in your hearing.”  As I look back on 2019, I believe we have taken strides to embody what Christ proclaimed in 

Luke and that New Londoners feel that we are a beacon of hope in a difficult time and space.  With our Lord’s 

Pantry, Community Meal, Jumble Shoppe, our work with undocumented immigrants and the marginalized, in 

general, I believe we are continuing to live into the call of Jesus here in New London. What will this look like 

in 2020?  
 
I continued to serve on an interim body of The Episcopal Church, as chair of the task force on dialogue with 

South Sudanese Anglican Diaspora, offered because of my work with this community some years ago. At the 

most recent annual convention of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, I was elected as a clerical deputy to the 

2021 General Convention which will be held in Baltimore, Maryland.   
             
My friends, as always there is so much more to share. The deepening of relationships in Christ, a deeper 

knowledge of the city of New London, and settling into my role as Rector of this wonderful, historical parish.  

We continue to exist within a difficult time in our nation’s history, where institutions are fraying and the love of 

God needs to be proclaimed in deeper and more profound ways.  My hope is that more and more of our 

parishioners would lean into the promise of the Jesus Movement.  
 
In Peace,  

Ranjit 
 

DEACON’S REPORT 
 

Most of my time in 2019 focused on dismantling racism, Christian formation and the care of creation. 
 

The first half of the year was spent working with Hearing Youth Voices to offer a group of SECT teenagers the 

opportunity to come together to discuss racism in the area high schools. They reported that incidents are not 

dealt with openly as a systemic problem but as individuals having an argument where punishment is the answer 

rather than dialogue.  We hope to have follow up conversations with these students during 2020.  I led an on line 

course for ECCT last Epiphany on White Supremacy and Me, a set of prompts that people write and then 

discuss.  I continue to serve on the Racial Healing, Justice and Reconciliation ministry network as well. 
 

I worked with Father Mathews on planning the curriculum for our Wednesday night discussions. 
 

This fall I started building relationships and gathering information about creating a pollinator pathway in New 

London. This creates intentional routes for bees and other pollinators to have habitats so they can continue to do 

their work instead of becoming extinct. I am also leading an effort in the SE Region to help other parishes do 

the same in their communities. 
 

I continue to work as a mentor for New Life Ministry of SECT that works with women who have served time at 

York Correctional Center.  I am part of the leadership team for this nonprofit as well.  I continue to chair Faith 

Behind Bars and Beyond, the prison ministry network for ECCT.  We held a forum based on the affect 

incarceration has on families in March and are holding addiction workshops on addiction in the regions; 88% of 

people incarcerated in CT self-identify as having an addiction to drugs or alcohol.  Most of our parishes host 

AA or NA meetings but know very little about this ministry. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
 

The Rev. Ellen Adams, Deacon 
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WARDENS’ REPORT  
  

As we look over the past year at St. James, Dave Higgins and I are so proud to have been the Wardens of such a 

thriving parish. We find that our parishioners often extend themselves to the limit to help those within the 

community who are in need of assistance.  Many parishioners volunteer at the Lord's Pantry, Community Meal, 

or the Jumble Shoppe, helping to provide food or clothing to those in the neighborhood who are struggling. 

Other members of the parish knit "prayer squares" which are sent out into the world to those seeking spiritual 

comfort. 
 

Many committees at St. James continue to be an integral part of who we are as a parish. The "Faith in Action 

committee" assures that our parish members hospitalized or in nursing homes receive cards and visits from 

committee members on a regular basis. The "Caring for Creation committee" helps to educate the parish as well 

as the wider community in ways in which we can reduce our carbon footprint by "going green"!  We at  

St. James are truly blessed to have parishioners who want to go the extra mile to make our parish and the world 

a better place to call home! 
 

Dave and I would like to thank Fr. Ranjit for his leadership and dedication to St. James. He has exceeded all of 

our expectations as Rector since his arrival two years ago. Fr. Ranjit continues to teach us the importance of 

living out the Gospel in our daily lives so that we are able to keep our hearts and minds open to do what is right 

for those who are truly oppressed.  
 

We are also grateful to the St. James staff for their daily support. The Rev'd Deacon Ellen for her tireless work, 

Will Cooper PhD., Organist and Choirmaster, Ellen Merrill, Parish Administrator, Barbara Calkins, Bookkeeper, 

Diana Cortes, Custodian, and Diane Theis, Sexton.  Our church certainly could not function properly without the 

help of these individuals!  
 

As your wardens, Dave and I would like to thank you for letting us serve you the past two years. We are confident 

that your newly elected Wardens and Vestry members will do their very best to continue to make our parish a 

wonderful worshipping community. Most of all, we appreciate all of you for taking the time to share your time 

and talents with us at St. James. 
 

Respectfully submitted,   

Lori Sarkett and Dave Higgins 

Wardens 
 

BUILDING PRESERVATION & MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
 

The following jobs were completed in the past year 2019: 

1. We signed a service contract with Automated Logic for the heating & cooling systems controllers. 

2. The walls in Hallam Chapel, Sacristy and the Lower Sacristy were repaired with plaster and painted.  In 

addition, rubber risers were installed on the Sacristy stairs. 

3.  Outdoor spot lights were installed by the Hallam Lounge/Lower Sacristy door, the rectory, and the three 

outer parish hall exits to the courtyard. 

4. The control panel for the outside lighting in the parking lot and driveway was replaced. 

5. The exhaust fans in all the rest rooms were cleaned during a clean-up day. 

6. Additional improvements were made to the church audio system thanks to Bob D’Amelia. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Walter J. Chojnacki 
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ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER’S REPORT 
 

In 2019, the Choir continued its dedication to sing a variety of challenging music, from staples of the Anglican 

repertoire, to spirituals and newly-composed pieces. Highlights included J.S. Bach’s Cantata 140, William 

Billings’ Africa, Josef Rheinberger’s Bleib Bei Uns, Orlando Gibbons’ Behold, Thou Hast Made My Days, and 

Richard Shepherd’s The Secret of Christ. Our wonderful poet Anne Carr Bingham and I collaborated on two 

new choral pieces, Into Primal Darkness and The Coming. Many choir members sang solos throughout the year, 

including Stephanie Brandon, Katherine Brighty, Tim Breitenstein, Deb Downes, and George and Anna Shaw. 

Eun Young Lee offered her gifts as a conductor on numerous occasions.  
 

Sadly, we said goodbye to our beloved Steve Anderson this year. Steve’s warm, inquisitive spirit, musical 

expertise and his matchless sense of humor are dearly missed in our choir rehearsals. Steve meant so much to us 

as a bass, organist, conductor, and as a friend. Steve’s spirit continues to live on through us, as does his 

wonderful music. His Four Angels, The Whole Bright World Rejoices Now, and The Lord Into His Garden 

Comes, have become staples of our repertoire. 
 

This Christmas, the St. James Children’s Choir went caroling at three nursing homes throughout the New 

London area. Elle Warren and Addy Lanz played their violins, and Cora Lanz played her cello. This has become 

a special tradition that the children look forward to each year. A special thank you to Sarah Warren for helping 

to coach the strings and to arrange music for them. The Children’s Choir has grown tremendously this year, and 

has worked a lot on diction, and choral tone.  
  

During Advent and Christmas, we had the pleasure of having both parishioner Sarah Warren and her brother, 

David Bowlin play violin for us on a challenging choral anthem, the opening movement of Bach’s Cantata BWV 

140. They also offered their gifts for the children’s anthems on Christmas Eve. Their artistry and consummate 

musicianship added so much to our Christmas season. 
  

We had a very special guest perform on our Music On Whale Oil Row concert series this past spring. Rev. 

Benjamin Straley, director of our ensemble-in-residence, the Anglican Singers, offered an organ recital with a 

wide-ranging repertoire, and a dazzling improvisation.  
  

I am grateful to all the people who go out of their way to make the music program work. Pat Lang works 

tirelessly on many aspects of the choir, including organizing a catalogue of anthems, emailing helpful 

information and links to the choir, and changing the hymn boards, among many other projects. Katherine 

Brighty continues to help tremendously with scheduling, and continues to offer her home to Young and me 

when we stay in New London on Saturday nights, or during long weekends. Mary Lycan has stepped into a new 

role helping with choir robes. We are also grateful to Anne and Kim Bingham and to Stephanie Brandon, who 

have continued to graciously host parties both at Christmas, and at the end of the choir season in June.  
 

Finally, I would like to thank all of the members of the Choir, the Children’s Choir, and their families, who have 

dedicated countless hours and energy to the music for Sunday services, especially during Christmas and Holy 

Week. As always, anyone interested in singing in the Choir, Children’s Choir, or participating in our music 

program in some other way, should contact William Cooper at wilhelm.fassbinder@gmail.com 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

William David Cooper, Organist/Choirmaster  

 

  

mailto:wilhelm.fassbinder@gmail.com
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THE ANGLICAN SINGERS 
Artists-in-Residence, St. James Episcopal Church 

Report of Activities for 2019 

 

For The Anglican Singers, 2019 was a year of tremendous growth as an ensemble.  Under the firm but kindly—

and witty—leadership of our wonderful director Benjamin Straley, and accompanied by our multi-gifted 

organist Simon Holt, we reached new heights. 
 

Throughout the previous season that concluded on April 28th, 2019, we presented some of the finest music 

from English and American repertoires: motets and anthems like L. Sowerby’s “Eternal light” and H. Howells’s 

“O pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” and canticles like H. Sumsion’s Service in G.  On Sunday, May 19th, 

sponsored by St. James’s Music on Whale Oil Row concert series, Benjamin, a virtuoso organist as well as an 

exceptional conductor, wowed his audience with a tour-de-force organ recital that featured works of Bach, 

Handel, and Elgar. 
 

Although the Singers customarily open each season at Pequot Chapel, this past fall we received a special 

invitation from the pastor and music director of neighboring St. Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Church to lead 

their congregation on Sunday, September 22nd in a service of Vespers and Benediction—merging the Catholic 

and Anglican musical and liturgical traditions.  It was a pleasure to sing in that marvelously resonant space, as 

well as an excellent opportunity to connect with our friends at St. Mary’s. 
 

The first “home” evensong in early November was followed by a lively cabaret hosted by the Singers on 

November 16th, to raise funds for our UK residency next summer (more about this presently).  Featured were 

toothsome dishes and select beverages, musical entertainment by members of the ensemble, and a silent and 

live auction. 
 

Most at St. James would agree that the pièce de résistance of our performance season is the annual Service of 

Lessons and Carols for Advent and Christmas, which took place on December 15th.  This festive event is a 

participatory occasion in which all present play a role in recalling the thrilling drama of the Incarnation, through 

congregational carol-singing, reading and listening to lessons from Scripture, and joining in liturgical responses.  

The following weekend, the Singers returned to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westbrook to offer a concert of 

celebratory carols and seasonal hymns.  This was our fifth engagement at St. Paul’s, and we are grateful to Fr. 

Nihal Chandra and the parish for inviting us year after year to share with them the joy of the season. 
 

Last spring, the director and the board began serious preparations for a proposed choral residency in the United 

Kingdom during the summer of 2020.  Soon thereafter, we were honored to be invited to serve as guest choir 

from August 8th to August 17th at magnificent Worcester Cathedral, located in the city of the same name.  

Founded in AD 680, work began on the current building in the eleventh century and continued through the 

Norman, Plantagenet, and Tudor dynasties, its architecture reflecting the style of each era.  The Anglican 

Singers are eager to perform in yet another glorious and historic site—following previous residencies at Bristol, 

Ely, Truro, and Exeter Cathedrals over the past decade.  Not only do we aim to reach a high level of excellence 

in each of these settings, we purpose to serve as American goodwill ambassadors, demonstrating our respect, 

indeed reverence, for the rich tradition begun in the British Isles, of which we are among the fortunate 

beneficiaries. 
 

Finally, no communication to the good people of St. James would be complete without the Singers’ expression 

of deep appreciation for the parish’s continuing loyal support as we strive to carry on the best of the English 

choral tradition through the venerable service of sung evening prayer.  Artists-in-Residence at St. James since 

1996, we will endeavor to pay forward that thanks in the years ahead. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anne Carr Bingham, Secretary for The Anglican Singers 
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THE INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
  

The St. James Investment Committee is responsible for overseeing the St. James Endowment Fund, which is 

used to partially fund the annual Operating Budget and to pay for other expenditures as directed by the Vestry.  

This committee has five members: Peter Hewitt, George Shaw, Matt Pinson, Robert Patten, and Jerry Miller, and 

meets quarterly with the Portfolio Manager from Citizens Bank to review the investments.  Citizens manages all 

of the Endowment Fund except for $490,000 which is held in Certificates of Deposit per instructions of the 

donor. 
 

 The St. James Endowment Fund began calendar year 2019 with a market value of $3,233,467 and ended the 

year with a market value of $3,700,864 for a net increase of $467,397, approximately 14.5 percent.  This net 

increase reflects withdrawals of $171,552 to pay for operating expenses per the approved 2019 Parish operating 

budget.  If we did not have to withdraw funds to balance our operating budget, the net change for 2019 would 

have been an increase of $638,949, or about 19.8 percent. 
 

 The Investment Committee welcomes new members.  If you are interested, please speak to one of the 

Investment Committee members. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jerry Miller, for the Investment Committee 
 

 

COUNTERS  
  

We have been so blessed with a great group of people volunteering their time to count the Sunday and special 

services collections.   We added Joy Merrill to the committee, which helps when there are 5 weeks in the 

month.  I would like to thank you all for your service, once a month, to count the monies from the Sunday 

services, as well as special collections.   

New volunteers are always welcome.  
 

Thank you all for your commitment and dedication throughout the year to this very important committee.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Ann Burdick  

Chairperson of the Counting Committee 
 

THE NET (THE WITNESS) DISTRIBUTION & PARISH OFFICE VOLUNTEERS  
  

I am blessed to have a wonderful support team of parish volunteers who work diligently behind the scenes, 

week in and week out providing their gifts of time and talent.  The tasks they perform include providing 

coverage during vacation, editing, collating, and preparing service bulletins, updating bulletin boards, filing, 

folding, shredding, editing annual reports, special projects, newsletter preparation and mailing.  
 

Special thanks to all who make the day-to-day operation run smoothly.  The extra efforts don’t go 

unnoticed.   

  

Respectfully submitted,  

Ellen Merrill, Parish Administrator 
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ALTAR GUILD REPORT  
 

Week after week, year after year, the Altar Guild works behind the scenes to create and maintain the 

gorgeous “public face” of our beloved St. James Church.  Whether it is the tranquility of ordinary time, the 

solemnity of Lent, or the eye-popping beauty of Easter, Thanksgiving, Advent or Christmas, all of the back-

stage maneuvering (shall we call it antics?) are lovingly performed by a dedicated group of parishioners. 

This includes Laura Jean Brewster, Pat and Dick King, Johanna Kuruvilla, Jean Rogers, Lori Sarkett, Gena 

Scognamiglio, Karla Umland and myself, with Alma Peterson and Joan Robinson providing indispensible 

advice.  
 

We are tasked with setting the Lord’s Table for all Sunday and weekly services, as well as for other special 

services that may arise, such as weddings, funerals, baptisms and community gatherings. This involves 

cleaning and setting the Altar, caring for the linens and hangings, scheduling the memorial flowers, and 

purchasing all of the supplies necessary to support our liturgical ministry.  We draw on a rich tradition, and 

we carry it forward and make it relevant in a modern world.  
 

In order for the Altar Guild to remain self-sustaining, we rely on the generous contributions of those wishing 

to honor their loved ones within the Sunday liturgy. For that reason, we encourage people to remember or 

celebrate their loved ones by means of the altar flowers or the bread and wine. Fisher Florist provides 

gorgeous “altar ready” floral arrangements, and will be happy to customize in whatever manner is 

requested.  
 

We look forward to welcoming new members as we move into this new year at St. James. A lively and 

embracing group, it will be wonderful to welcome you into our fold (everything is folded into thirds to 

reflect the Trinity- just a fun fact that you may want to know - we have LOTS of them). Please feel free to 

contact me at 860.443.7990, 860.271.9325 (cell) or mgwhite56@att.net. 
 

Just a reminder- we’ll be taking our annual Altar Guild photo soon- it should be, well, mischievous. Come 

and join us!!! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary G. White, Directress 
 

ACOLYTES 
 

It’s been a fun year!  We have added a few acolytes to our roster for 2020.  Thank you Nora Kydd, Pat Lee, 

and David Rainey for signing and providing coverage for our 8:00 AM worship.  Many thanks to the acolytes 

that have faithfully assisted as acolyte during the 10:00 AM services.   
 

We are encouraged that more individuals will feel called to be an acolyte for either the 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM 

Sunday services.  Our goal is to have enough participants so each person would be assigned once a month. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Marcia Pierce, Coordinator  
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USHERS 
 

 During church services the St. James ushers perform a variety of simple but important duties: distributing 

Sunday bulletins, collecting and presenting the Sunday offering, coordinating the flow of people to and from the 

altar rail at communion, and providing general assistance to newcomers and regulars, as needed.  After the 

service, the ushers return books and kneelers to their proper positions and remove stray papers from the pews, 

to be ready for the next service. 
 

 The dedicated people serving as ushers in 2019 were: Martha Anderson, Ralph Anderson, Grace Jones, Jean 

Rogers, Deanna Bossdorf, Gary Brennan, Ann Burdick, Bill Crawford, Peter Hewitt, Robin Olbrys, Nancy 

Higgins, Dave Higgins, Chuck Sharp, David Rainey, and Jerry Miller. 
 

 Additional ushers are urgently needed.  Currently, each usher serves approximately once every third week.  Our 

goal is to increase the membership so that each usher serves once a month.  There are no duties beyond the 

regular Sunday services.  If you can help, please contact the Parish Office or me. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jerry Miller, Coordinator  
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
 

From Bible stories to art/craft activities to singing to reflecting, 2019 has been a joyful year at our church 

school. 
 

Our Church school hours are now 9:00 AM to 10:15 AM on Sundays. Most often we go longer than 10:15. We 

begin with a quick check in and the Lord’s Prayer. Our children have choir rehearsals with Dr. Will Cooper 

from 9:15 to 9:30.  After that, we return to our classroom for our Bible lesson, craft activity, chat & snack and 

closing prayer.  
 

Church school Highlights from 2019 
 

We have six delightful, enthusiastic children and three teachers on a regular basis. Occasionally we have eight 

children and very rarely nine. Ages of our children range from 4 to 12.  
 

The first half of 2019 we read stories from the New Testament- Jesus in the wilderness, Jesus being tempted, 

Jesus’s special helpers, Jesus as a healer, the miracles Jesus performed, the meaning of the Lord’s prayer, the 

story Palm Sunday, last supper, Jesus being crucified, Resurrection, Jesus appears to his disciples, story of 

Ascension and Pentecost.  
 

We took a break in the summer and in September we started with stories from the Old Testament. We reviewed 

some of the stories we had already learned. The children have been creating a Bible time line/ family tree in the 

church school room. They also mapped out the journey of the Israelites to the Promised land after their exodus 

from Egypt. We read about Bible superheroes like David, Joshua and Samson. In December we transitioned to 

the New Testament with the stories of the Annunciation, Zachariah, Elizabeth, John the Baptist and the birth of 

Jesus. 
               
                    (Continued on page 20) 
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In our conversation/ reflection time children have asked questions like – 

Why are the Israelites always fighting and complaining?  

Why are the leaders chosen always men?  

How come Jesus didn’t have any women as his special helpers? 
 

We have also been looking at women and men in our recent past as well as current times 

who are doing the work God has called them to do and how each of us can do our part in 

following God’s call.  

 
-Dr. Cooper has been teaching our children different hymns and giving them opportunities to sing in church for 

various occasions. 
 

-We organized an Easter Egg Hunt for the children attending the Drop -In Learning Center. 
 

-We teamed up with the Caring for Creation Committee during coffee hour one Sunday, where the church 

school children with the help of Ms. Gale Boehm put on a skit providing alternatives to the use of plastic at 

grocery store, our homes and restaurants.  We also planted wild flower seeds in milk jugs to create a pollinator 

garden when spring arrives. Thank you to the Lanz family for hosting us and thanks to Mrs. Judy Benson for 

introducing us to the project and providing all the supplies for it. 
 

-For Halloween our Church school children, along with a group of grown-ups dressed up in costumes to 

recreate the children’s story “A Dark Dark Tale” by Ruth Brown for the children of the Drop-in learning 

Centre. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped us transform the main hallway of the Seabury Center, the 

Hallam Lounge and the church school room for the occasion. 
 

-Our children made Christmas cards again for home bound parishioners. 
 

-We went caroling to New London Rehab and Care, Beechwood and Harbor Village which was a rewarding 

experience for all of us.   
 

-Our children sang three hymns at the 5pm Service on Christmas Eve. We had Cora on the 

cello, Ellie and Addy on their violins. A big thank you to our choir director Dr. Cooper, Ms. 

Sarah Warren and her brother, David who accompanied the children on their violins.  
 

It is such a joy to see our children excited about coming to church school and being active 

parishioners of our church. Thanks to all the church school parents, grandparents, and 

extended family who bring their children to church every Sunday. Special thanks again to  

Dr. Cooper for helping us make music an integral part of church school. And thanks to all 

our parishioners for supporting and encouraging our children at St. James! Here’s to 2020!  
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Robyn, Gena & Johanna, Church School Teachers 
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

The St. James Supper Group is a gathering of parishioners who dine together either on Thursday or Friday 

evening, usually once a month to break bread and enjoy one another's company.  This provides time for 

socialization and an opportunity for members that attend other worship services to get to know one another.  

Typically, 15-25 members attend the dinners. 
 

We held another fund-raising event this year to benefit the Lord's pantry. Fun was enjoyed by all at Dodd 

Stadium. 
 

Thanks to all who participated in our 2019 Supper Group dinners and events. We look forward to having more 

parishioners join us for food and fellowship in 2020. 
 

The St. James Book Club usually gathers on the fourth Thursday of every month, to discuss the "Book of the 

Month" and also enjoy food and fellowship at a local restaurant. It is another way to get to know your fellow 

parishioner a little better! 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lori Sarkett  
 

FAITH IN ACTION 

  

The Faith in Action Committee meets monthly to explore together how our parish might engage in ministry 

both to our own members and in the New London community and beyond.  Work of the committee includes: 

 Oversight of disbursements of funds from Jumble Shoppe sales (see Jumble Shoppe report) 

 Lay  pastoral visitation to home-bound and convalescing parishioners 

 Support of mission trips undertaken by parish groups  (Tucson Border in 2019) 

 Support of companionship relationship with the Diocese of Goma in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo 

 Oversight of and response to special needs of neighbors and fellow parishioners 

 Card ministry to members unable to attend services 

 Two  annual luncheons for homebound members 

 Ongoing discussion of and response to social justice issues 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy Sieburg, Chair 
 

Members: Deanna Bossdorf, Stephanie Brandon, Mary Ellen Harris, Rev. Ranjit Mathews, 

Lori Sarkett, Chuck Sharp, Anna Shaw, Carole Shores, John Umland, Renee Ysordia, Hilda 

Zeigler (secretary) 
 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 
 

The Christmas Giving tree helped eight families have a wonderful Christmas, thanks to the generosity of our St. 

James family.  These families were brought to our attention not only through members of the parish, but also by 

the Jumble Shoppe and Lord’s Pantry.  We thank you again for sharing God’s love with our friends in need. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deanna Bossdorf and Pat King 
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ST. JAMES QUILTERS  
  

St James Quilters started in the year 2000, when Deacon Fran Bedell invited some volunteers to make quilts, 

first for beds at St Francis House and then for children at the Covenant Shelter.  About ten ladies came 

together with varying levels of expertise and filled those needs handily.  At present, our group includes a 

total of ten beginner and experienced quilters.  This program, provides opportunities to learn, practice, give 

and receive guidance for creative endeavors and share in good fellowship.  We are always open to new 

members and look forward to others joining during 2020.  The quilters meet on the second and fourth 

Thursdays from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM in the church parlor. 
 

Over the years, we became self-sufficient through gifts of fabrics, supplies and the earned money from our bi-

annual St Nicholas Fair.  This year, we raised over $1,030.10 with the help of the Jumble Shop, by selling quilts 

and handmade items at the Christmas Bazaar which was donated to the 2019 budget.           . 
 

During 2019, we donated a number of quilts plus hand knitted and crocheted items to the Visiting Nurse Family 

Partnership program.  The nurses delivered them to mothers in need, who were most appreciative. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Murallo, Chair 
 

STITCHES & PRAYERS MINISTRY 
 

The Stitches & Prayers ministry has had a busy and fruitful year.  We have shared prayer squares with our 

Ecuador friends and with our companion diocese of Goma.  We have placed baskets at both sanctuary 

entrances, enabling anyone who needs a prayer to help themselves.  Prayer squares have been provided to  

the maternity ward at L+M Hospital and have been given to all of St. James shut-ins.  Prayer shawls have  

been delivered to several people facing bereavement or serious health issues. 
 

We are grateful to all of our members who are busy knitting, crocheting, and needlepointing; none of this  

would be possible without you! 
 

If any parishioners know of someone who would benefit from receiving a prayer shawl or square, please  

reach out to Pat King or Deanna Bossdorf. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deanna Bossdorf and Pat King 
 

HATS, MITTENS, GLOVES & SCARVES  
 

Warmth is being felt all over New London with you generosity of hats, mittens and scarves.  It is truly a 

miracle and blessing at the outpouring of items and monetary contributions to this mission.  I am truly amazed 

at all the wonderful knitters we have and I can’t thank them enough.  Elf Walt and I delivered about 450 sets 

to the New London Elementary Schools, Covenant Shelter, our adopted Christmas families, homeless shelter 

and to some private church requests.  This is an ongoing mission and I will be happy to accept donations 

throughout the year.  Thank you everyone for making this a wonderful mission. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Chojnacki, Chair  
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CARING FOR CREATION COMMITTEE 
 

During its second full year of existence, the Caring for Creation Committee broadened its range of activities and 

worked with a variety of community partners throughout the year. While we enjoyed much success, we can’t 

say that about every project. But we are still learning and trying out different things is part of the process, so we 

hope the congregation remains supportive as we continue to find our way.  

Highlights of 2019: 
 

 Received a Jack Spaeth grant for $1,000 and partnered with FRESH New London to build and plant 

snacking bed gardens at the New London Community Meal Center. In June committee members enjoyed 

a picnic with FRESH staff and students at Harkness Memorial State Park. 

 Helped raise awareness about plastic pollution with vegetarian potluck/environmental movie night, 

coffee hour program with the Sunday school and plastic alternatives resource list published in The Net. 

 Spearheaded effort to sign up members of St. James as early adopters of Sustain Island Home carbon 

tracker. After initial launch with about a dozen members, held “check in” meeting to hear feedback. 

Interest plateaued after initial sign-ups and carbon footprint calculations, however. While it was a 

worthwhile trial and participants did learn valuable information about their own energy use, continued 

effort to increase usage and involvement did not seem likely to yield additional benefit.  

 Committee members represented St. James on two larger initiatives and will continue to be involved: the 

Climate & Environmental Ministry Group for the CT Diocese, and the CT Roundtable on Climate & 

Jobs group on the New London wind power project. 

 Organized and publicized two day-a-week meat fast for Lent and submitted article to The Net about the 

environmental impact of meat consumption. 

 Hosted 2nd annual Blessing of the Bicycles (and other human-powered vehicles) in June. 

 Sold organic vegetable and flower plants for Easter to raise funds to purchase 10 native azalea plants for 

Ye Antientist Burial Place. 

 Hosted cleanup/planting at Ye Antientist Burial Place that drew 20 volunteers from the church and 

community. A Friends group for the cemetery grew out of the cleanup that is now meeting monthly at 

the church and is planning several activities for the coming year.  

 Raised $300 towards solar panel project with two organic veggie sales in the summer; another $620 

raised with sales of reusable shopping bags. Over the past two years the committee has raised over 

$2,000 towards the solar panel project, which we hope will get underway in 2020. 

 Hosted “Reality, Hope and Action in an Age of Climate Change” forum on Oct. 20 with the Inter-

religious Eco-Justice Network. About 70 people attended the forum, which was also covered by The 

Day. Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut provided financial support.  
 

We have also begun several projects that we look forward to continuing in 2020: 
 

 Working with the Building Committee to plan project to replace Parish Hall roof and install solar panels.  

 Working with Deacon Ellen Adams on creating a Pollinator Pathway project in New London and 

Waterford with other community groups. In December we led wildflower seed planting with Sunday 

school students that is part of project. 

 Working with All Souls Unitarian Universalist Congregation on joint adult education program on faith 

and the environment. Proposal grew out of Oct. 20 forum. 
 

 
(Continued on page 24) 
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The committee meets at 5:30 PM on the second Thursday of the month. New members are welcome. If you’d 

like to learn more, contact Judy Benson, chair, at: moss153@att.net. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Benson 
 

 

JUMBLE SHOPPE   
  

In its 51st year, the Jumble Shoppe continues to serve the New London community with high-quality used 

clothing and household goods.  We had high sales volume in 2019 which brought in nearly $20,000 to support a 

broad array of social services and relief organizations.  For a complete listing of disbursements, please read the 

accompanying Jumble Shoppe Treasurer’s report. 
 

The Jumble Shoppe again held its June tag sale to benefit mission trips undertaken by St. James members.  This 

year the sale raised over $1000.00 to support the Mission Trip to the Border and to be used in support of the 

proposed mission trip to Goma.  We also held a third Christmas Bazaar, co-sponsored with the St. James 

Quilters.  This year money raised at the bazaar was turned over to the parish general fund to help with 

anticipated budgetary deficits. 

The Jumble Shoppe, in addition to its stated purpose as a support to mission outreach, is a special place of 

neighborly interaction.  Volunteers give a warm welcome to neighbors coming in to visit and shop.  We are 

truly a testimony to the parish mission statement in our diversity and openness. 
 

I want to thank our tireless volunteers who keep the shop running so efficiently week after week:  Susan Bract, 

Deanna Bossdorf, Mercede Cordero, Yuderka Costillo, Sandy Downing, Rolanda Fernandez, Gladys Kimmel, 

Laura Pinson, Patricia Sanders, and Renee Ysordia.  We also owe heartfelt thanks to Diana Cortes for keeping 

the shop clean, to Diane Theis for her tireless help in maintenance, and to Ellen Merrill for helping with notices, 

schedules and in myriad other ways.  Thank you, also to David Downes, who faithfully comes to cart all our 

unusable donations to Good Will. We receive many donations from the Nearly New Shop of our sister parish, 

St. Ann, Old Lyme.  We are grateful to them for their continued support and want especially to thank Carolyn 

Ross, who delivers goods to us from St. Ann on a regular basis. 
 

Lastly, thank you St. James parishioners, for your many donations and prayers in support of this mission. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy Sieburg, Manager 
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JUMBLE SHOPPE FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

Balance on hand 01/01/2019         5,034.12 

 Deposits 01/01/19 TO 12/31/2019               19,563.25 

Disbursements                                                                          -15,685.66 

Balance 12/31/2019                                                                             8,911.71 
 

Jumble Shoppe Internal Disbursements 2019  
 

St. James Church:  
 

Diana Cortes Cleaning 867.36 

  Diane Theis – Repairs   77.00 

  United Thank Offering Luncheon 217.92 

   Tag Sale Ad   25.00 
 

Local & State Donations: 
 

Art Reach, Inc.    250.00  

Thames River Family Program    300.00  

Old Lyme First Congregational 

Church 

   250.00  

New Life Ministry    500.00  

Sarah Ofner Seals Border trip    500.00   

New London Public Library    100.00  

Safe Futures    500.00  

New London Soup Kitchen     750.00  

New London Breakfast    750.00  

Homeless Hospitality Center     500.00  

St. Francis House    200.00  

Mercy Learning Center    200.00  

Camp Washington    500.00  
Raices    500.00  

L & M Chaplaincy   
 

   200.00   
 

   
 

New London Drop In Center         500.00  
St. James Community Meal                       200.00   
Covenant Shelter                                        500.00   

New London Adult Education                   500.00 500.00 

Immigrant Family Expense                        303.31  

BP Learned Center                                     250.00 

 

St. James Border Trip                                400.00 

Rent for immigrant family                       1200.00 

         

Kairos of Connecticut                                350.00 

Visiting Nurse Cope Program                   250.00 

 

 

National & Overseas Donations:  

 
Diocese of Goma  750.00 

Doctors without Borders    250.00 

Climate Reality 500.00 

Holy Cross School, S. Africa                    500.00 

Seamen’s Institute    500.00 

National Parks Foundation   500.00 

ERD for Cuba  500.00 

Haitian Health Foundation    500.00 

ERD for Bahamas 1000.00 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Deanna Bossdorf, Treasurer         
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RACIAL RECONCILIATION WORKING GROUP 
 

During 2019, we have regularly used relevant Sunday bulletin inserts and included articles in our newsletter.  

The parish website includes a listing of books, videos and events pertaining to racial reconciliation. 
 

We held a special worship service on February 10th, Deacon Ellen Adams preached.  Lottie Scott, author of Deep 

South, Deep North: A Family’s Journey, spoke at the forum held after the service.  Another forum was held on 

May 5 which explored how racism affects our bodies.  On May 18, our church schools students, their families, 

and the Caring for Creation committee cleaned up the Ye Antientist Burial Ground where many of the early 

enslaved persons are buried. 
 

July 3 – August 2, a training was held for 27 area youth on racism in their high schools. 

 

The church bells were tolled on August 25 at 3:00 PM for four minutes and a litany of repentance was read to 

commemorate the day that the first enslaved Africans landed on the shores of Virginia. 
 

The parish hosted an event for the New London Landmarks Scoiety at which Mary Lycan, a parishioner was one 

of the historians speaking on the life of Ichabod Pease, an enslaved member of St. James. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deacon Ellen 
 

UNITED THANK OFFERING 
 

The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a nation-wide ministry of the Episcopal Church that supports the mission 

of the church through grants to mission projects in the US and globally.  Members of St. James continue to 

faithfully support this special mission effort with generous offerings, gathered semi-annually in the spring and 

fall.  Of the $6000 raised throughout the ECCT, over $1000 came from members of our parish.    
 

This year, on the first Thursday of November, St. James hosted the annual UTO Ingathering event with Eucharist 

and a luncheon.  Bishop Laura Ahrens presided at Eucharist with Fr. Ranjit assisting.  We are especially grateful 

to Ellen Bowlin and her daughter Sarah Warren for providing music for the service, and to Stephanie Brandon 

and Chuck Sharp, who gave a presentation on the Mission Trip to the Border.   Thank you also to all 

parishioners who took time mid-week to help with and participate in the Ingathering event.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorothy Sieburg 

UTO Program Leader 
 

WHITE ENVELOPES  
  

Our parish has fifteen women who actively participate in this program, donating a total of $1,013.25 during 2019.   

 

2020 envelopes have not been distributed as of yet as we are still awaiting receipt of them.  Your patience is 

greatly appreciated and I will be sure to get the envelopes to each person as soon as they have arrived. 
 

If you currently are not participating in this program and would like to be involved, please contact me at 

860.442.3066. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jean Rogers, Chair  
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THE LORD’S PANTRY  
 

The Lord’s Pantry continues to serve our neighbors within the greater New London area.  We assisted over 4,500 

individuals and families during 2019, thus providing more than 54,000 meals.   
  

Debbie Downes, a parish nutritionist prepares nutritious food samples and recipes for our clients as well as 

coupons for grocery shopping.   
 

We have partnered with Dr. Smith and his nurse practitioner from the Community Health Services to speak 

with our clients in regards to medical care options available within the greater New London community.  

Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Connecticut also provides representatives to come speak with the clients on a 

quarterly basis about medical, prescription and free medical care programs and options.  The clients have 

been appreciative and receptive to the guidance they have been given.   

 

Many, many thanks to all the parishioners who generously donated health and beauty products, toilet paper 

and other personal care items during our Advent Basket collection.  The clients were overwhelmed to receive 

these items as they are unable to purchase them with Food Stamps.    
 

T.V.C.C.A. continues to screen of our clients and reissue annual paperwork..  Special thanks and gratitude go 

out to the fifteen volunteers who make our pantry operate smoothly each week.  The volunteers shop, 

deliver, sort, package, distribute and clean-up each Tuesday.  What a blessing to have such a wonderful 

crew!  Chuck Sharp has taken over the job of data entry support and Robert Johnson has graciously 

volunteered his truck for transporting the food products from Gemma Moran to our pantry each Tuesday 

morning.  Peter Hewitt faithfully returns the empty cartons to Gemma Moran so they can be reused. 
 

The Supper Group held its fourth annual Lord’s Pantry fundraiser during the summer.   Money was utilized 

to purchase supplies and staple food items at Gemma Moran United Way Food Center.  Thank you to all 

who supply us with food, monetary support and/or volunteer hours.  Without you, we would be unable to 

open and staff our pantry each week—many thanks! 
 

Gemma Moran charges us for our fresh produce and dairy items such as potatoes, apples, onions, eggs and milk.  

Without the generosity of donations from our parishioners and the Shoprite Grant, we would not be able to 

purchase fresh, nutritional food items to support our current and growing pantry population.  

  

Respectfully submitted,  

Eleanor Godfrey, Pantry Coordinator   

 

HOW TO DONATE 
  

Monetary contributions and/or food items are always welcome to assist with this valuable parish ministry.  

Please make checks payable to St. James, memo “Lord’s Pantry—Food” or “Rector’s Discretionary Fund” if 

you would like to provide monies to assist those with financial emergency needs.  Thank you to all who have 

donated during 2019.  Without your food and financial assistance, we would not have been able to assist the 

families and individuals that needed our support.   
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COMMUNITY MEAL (First Saturday of each month) 
  

Saint James has been hosting the community meal on the first Saturday of each month.  The goal is to provide 

a meal that is as close to home cooking as we can get!  A typical meal would be roast pork, macaroni and 

cheese, broccoli normandy, green beans, gravy, apple sauce, salad, coffee and desert!  I have been hosting the 

meal for some ten years. 
 

And would like to thank our neighbors, the crew of volunteers, Stop and Shop, and the Gemma Moran Food 

Center.  
 

Blessings 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Dan Ivey, Community Meal Coordinator  
 

 

THE COVENANT SHELTER 
 

The Covenant Shelter continues to provide a safe shelter, food and clothing for 109 families, including men, 

women and families that had 67 children that unfortunately were seeking shelter and housing assistance after 

losing their housing.  The Shelter provides their occupants with two meals, sleeping accommodations, and social 

counseling.  In an effort to make them self-sufficient the Covenant Shelter actively tries to find permanent 

housing for their clients, find them jobs, as well as enrolling their children in school. Covenant Shelter relies on 

contributions and grants to support their budget.  The Board had held many very successful fundraisers which 

included a Recognition Dinner last spring and a Run for Clause in December.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Burdick 
 

BORDER MISSION TO TUCSON, AZ 
 

As a result of parishioners’ interest in the immigrant crisis at our southern border, the Faith in Action committee 

proposed a trip to the Tucson, AZ/ Nogales, MX border.  Faith in Action approached the Vestry who assigned 

$2000 from the budget to the trip, some of which was used by travelers to defray expenses.  The remainder was 

given to non-profit organizations in Nogales and Tucson.  Once we had the support of St. James, we made plans 

and in early October spent over 7 days near the Mexican border.’ 
 

We had no idea generous folks would be both within our parish and outside as well.  Often friends, who were not 

members of St. James, heard about our mission trip and wanted to help.  A number of these friends sent 

contributions.  As a result of these friends’ and our own parishioners; generosity, after deduction some expenses 

(from the vestry allotment e.g. car rental payment for the week plus we were in AZ) we had a $4000 surplus. 

(kind of like the loaves and the fishes, eh?) 
 

In addition to giving $3500 to the Episcopal shelter in Nogales, Mexico, we were able to provide $500 to a group 

of humanitarian volunteers, the Tucson Samaritans, who go into the Sonoran Desert to leave water and canned 

food and other supplies for migrants crossing this difficult terrain and climate. 
 

 
(Continued on page 29) 
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We walked into the desert on Samaritan trips, spent the day at a shelter where a couple was getting married in 

preparation for their trip over the border to apply for asylum, and get to know the situation first hand.  This trip 

was beneficial in many ways.  We learned about the difficulties our Latin American neighbors deal with on their 

journey to safety seeking asylum in the US.  We also provided a presence to them and prayed with and for them.  

I believe we were all changed at least a little by it. 
 

Stef Brandon for the border trip team 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE 
 

This past year has continued to see an integrated social media effort at St. James, as our website, weekly emails 

and timely Facebook posts all work to support getting our message out about God's mission in our part of the 

world. 
 

Statistically speaking, the website receives about 380 visits a week, from both the general public and 

parishioners needing information about services, events and contact info.  We regularly hear about how well the 

website "advertises" the busy and welcoming community that is St. James.  We look forward to suggestions, 

contributions and especially pictures to add to the website and our other media formats. 
 

The weekly emails now go out to about 160 parishioners and friends, plus 28 contacts in our Southeast Region of 

16 Episcopal parishes.  The weekly "open" rate has stayed at about 50%, which doesn't include the many folks 

who view the emails via its posting on our Facebook page.  We still have about 50 parishioners listed in our 

parish mailing list who don't have an email address in our system. 
 

Our Facebook page has seen its "likes" grow from 571 in 2018 to 696 this past year, and our "followers" now 

total 748, about a 22% increase. This past year, we explored creating a podcast featuring Ranjit in conversations 

with community activists and others. In September, the committee met to discuss how we can handle disturbing 

posts from trolls (which some parishioners found triggering). Our conclusion was that the best route to take was 

to create a social media policy and post it to the page. This policy, posted and pinned to the top of our Facebook 

page, was posted before the end of September: 
 

"As a forward looking, multi-cultural and inclusive faith community, St. James believes that social media can be 

a place for proclaiming and doing Christ’s work of love and justice, enabling us to reach our New London 

community and out into the world. 
 

We welcome social media engagement as we seek to grow and live in our faith. St. James does, however, reserve 

the right to block and hide posts and followers who do not enter into dialogue here from an inclusive and loving 

perspective." 
 

There have been no further disturbing instances to date. The committee continues to meet quarterly to discuss the 

ways we can continue to grow our ministry via social media, including Instagram and other platforms. 
 

The online presence of St. James is a way for us to engage potential new members and friends of our parish, and 

we can always improve our product as technology changes and grows.  We welcome all suggestions, comments 

and offers to participate in this exciting mission! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Downes, Emma Palzere-Rae and Ron Ward, Social Media Committee 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

Faith Active in Love 
 

Dear Parish Members and Friends:  The gathering of stewardship financial pledges for this current year (2020) is 

ongoing, and we continue to show an improving response in terms of total dollar amount and average pledge 

amount compared to this time last year.  The amounts given for 2019 meant that our endowment had to be used 

to cover some of our annual expenses. While the amount of the endowment that can be used in this way is 

limited by a formula that preserves the principal in the fund, endowments should normally be reserved for capital 

expenses and other large structural maintenance needs.  Reminder emails to our parishioners went out three 

weeks ago, with the message that it is important to complete a pledge form and show a commitment to St. James 

at whatever level is possible, even if it is smaller than what may be actually given during the year.   

As part of this year’s stewardship focus, many of you have indicated interest in supporting the numerous St. 

James ministries, and we thank you for these ways your faith is active in love. Persons who head-up these 

ministries will be informed of your interest.   
  

During this new year, we will continue to explore the idea that stewardship, in all its dimensions, is Faith Active 

in Love.  We hope to let you hear more about how your fellow parishioners are making their faith active in love 

as well as challenging you to think more broadly about your whole life as stewardship.   
 

     Stewardship of Treasure History at St. James  

2020*  2019  2018  2017 2016 2015  2014 

Pledging 

Households  
91 

 

 

97 

   

92  89 108  115 113  

Pledge** 

Amount  
$222,514  $189,389  $175,229  $173,444  $175,327 $196,857 $208,549 

Average 

Pledge  
$2,456  $1,952  $1,905  $1,949 $1,654  $1,712  $1,846 

  

*2020 amounts as of 1/09/20.  Typically we are fully pledged by March.  

**Note: in almost every year, the actual amount received from pledgers exceeds the pledged amount.   

For 2020, a new financial pledge category “As Can” was added.  Thus far, 9 persons and families who intend to 

give financially to St. James in 2020 but could not specify an amount is not included in the above pledging 

household total.   
 

Planned Giving & Estate Planning:  Planned Giving to St. James is an excellent way to leave a lasting legacy.  

Just think about the enormous debt of gratitude we owe those forward-thinking people who created our 

endowment … what a gift!    If you are age 70½ or older, have certain savings vehicles such as an IRA, and 

you'd like to reduce the effect of required minimum distributions (RMD) on your taxes, consider making a 

qualified charitable distribution (QCD). A QCD excludes the amount you donate from taxable income and can 

be counted toward satisfying your RMD for the year,  as long as certain rules are met.  A tax advisor can help 

you determine when to take RMDs and if a QCD is appropriate for your situation.  
 

 
(Continued on page 31) 

 



31  

(Note: The tax law changed at the start of this year so that the age triggering the RMD beginning date for IRAs 

and Qualified Plans increases to 72. This change applies to distributions required after 12/31/2019, with respect 

to individuals who attain age 70 ½ after such date. This change does not apply to IRA owners and participants 

who reached age 70 ½ in 2019 or earlier.                                                                                                                                        

(continued on page 32)   
  

Other planned giving suggestions:  If you work for a company that provides matching charity grants, you may be 

able to designate a matching gift for St. James.  Pfizer, for example, will not match your tithe, but will match a 

gift to a St. James ministry that supports the community.   Good candidates might be The Lord’s Pantry, the 

appreciated, low- Make a charitable gift annuity 

   Some of these ideas 

are fairly simple, but others (such as real estate) are more complicated.  For additional information, please 

contact the Episcopal Church of Connecticut or the parish office so that your contribution works for you as well 

as for St. James. We have some excellent and experienced contacts who can help us at our endowment manager, 

Citizens Bank.     
 

Thanks so much to all who have completed and returned stewardship forms for 2020.  We recognize all ways 

that we can be stewards of God’s gifts!  Thanks be to God for the gift of your faith, active in love.     
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stewardship Committee 

Bob Bowlin, Stephanie Brandon, David Downes, Sue Menghi, Chuck Sharp and Ron Ward  
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Parish Voter List—2020 

Alborghetti, Marcie 

Alison, Cheryl 

Anderson, Martha 

Anderson, Patty 

Anderson, Ralph 

April, Helen 

Barnum, Grace 

Barnwell, Jason 

Barnwell, Pandora 

Bath, Florence 

Bath, Krissy 

Belknap, Kenneth 

Benson, Judy 

Bingham, Anne 

Bingham, Anne Carr 

Bingham, Robert Kim 

Bossdorf, Deanna 

Boulanger, Arthur 

Bowlin, Ellen 

Bowlin, Robert 

Brandon, Stephanie 

Breitenstein, Tim 

Brennan, Garrett 

Brennan, Victoria 

Brewster, Geraldine 

Brewster, John 

Brewster, Laura Jean 

Brighty, Katherine 

Burdick, Alison 

Burdick, Ann 

Burdick, Reid 

Cascio, Linda 

Cascio, Paul 

Chartier, Mary 

Chartier, Ray 

Chojnacki, Sue 

Chojnacki, Walter 

Clark, Thomas 

Coleman, David 

Congdon, Mary     

   Margaret 

Connell, Mary-Jane 

 Crawford, William 

D’Amelia, Henry 

Debski, Nicole 

Delancy, Duke 

Delancy, Joanna 

Delancy, Martha 

Dooley, Carol 

Downes, David 

Downes, Deborah 

Drew, Kristine 

Duffy, Charles 

Dunning, Alma 

Dunning, Sharon 

Dunning, Stacy 

Dyess, Reona 

Enoch, Mark 

Evans, Shirley 

Fulton, Myrna 

Gathers, Gloria 

Godfrey, Eleanor 

Griffin, Andrea 

Harrington, Ethel 

Harrington, Kathleen 

Harris, Mary Ellen 

Harry, Barbara 

Hatcher-Sneed, Karen 

Hewitt, Joy 

Hewitt, Peter 

Higgins, David 

Higgins, Nancy 

Hislop, Arlene 

Ivey, Dan 

Johnson, Robert 

Jones, Joan 

Kepner, Janet 

King, Dick 

King, Pat 

Koczera, Gary 

Kuruvilla, Johanna 

Kydd, Harold 

Kydd, Henry 

Kydd, Michael 

Kydd, Rose 

 Lang, Patricia 

Lanz, Graham 

Lanz, Jen 

Larson, Diane 

Lee, Eun 

Lee, Patricia 

Lewis, Cecilia, 

Luddington, Kendall 

Lycan, Mary 

Manwaring, Cheryl 

Marciniak, Marci 

Mathews, Ranjit 

McCarthy, Effie 

McCoy, Carol 

Menghi, Susan 

Merrill, Joy 

Miller, Dagmar 

Miller, Gerald 

Miller, Kathryn 

Miller, Wilbert 

Miskell, Edna 

Moorhead, Kenneth 

Moorhead, Sarah 

Nave, John 

Norris, Joanna 

Olbrys, Robin 

Panko, Grace 

Patterson, Bruce 

Patterson, Carol 

Percy, Marilyn 

Peterson, Alma 

Peyton, Evelyn 

Peyton, Henry 

Pierce, Marcia 

Pierce, Willard 

Pinson, Laura 

Pinson, Matthew 

Rae, Edward 

Rae-Palzere, Emma 

Rae, Robert 

Rae, William 

Rainey, David 

Ramey, Charles 

Reichard, Peter 

Reyburn, Charles 

Rice, Greg 

Robarts, John 

Robarts, Masha 

Roberts, Edwin 

Robinson, Joan 

Rogers, Jean 

Saari, Sheila 

Sage, Sharrill 

Sanders, Patricia 

Sarkett, Lori 

Scheibner, Anne 

Scognamiglio, Gena 

Sharp, Charles 

Shaw, Anna 

Shaw, George 

Sherman, Barbara 

Shores, Carole 

Shores, James 

Sieburg, Dorothy 

Sieburg, William 

Skeffington, Beverly 

Smith, Frederic 

Spence, Michael 

Stanley, Peter 

Steed, Ronald 

Steed, Roxanne 

Stoner, Brian 

Streeter, Nicholas 

Theis, Diane 

Traggis, Elizabeth 

Umland, John 

Umland, Karla 

Vine, Sara 

Vogel, Nancy 

Vogel, Thomas 

Ward, Ron 

Wardwell, Ethelyn 

Warren, Derek 

Warren, Sarah 

Welsh, Barbara 

Welsh, Robert 

White, Mary 

Wiersma, Grace 

Woodward, Carla 

Ysordia, Renee 

Zafros, Kristen 

Zeigler, Hilda 

 



 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

January 26, 2020 
 

OVERVIEW 

St. James is a business, requiring in excess of $450,000 a year to remain operational.  This money is used 

to pay utilities, insurance, personnel salaries and benefits, maintenance costs, and office operations costs.  

The money to support these Parish expenses is received from annual Pledges by parish members, 

donations by users of parish facilities, Beneficiary Income from various estates, and other miscellaneous 

donations. For many years these sources of revenue have not been sufficient to cover our expenses, and 

the shortfall has been made up by withdrawals from the St. James Endowment Account under the "5 

Percent Rule" established by the vestry.  This rule allows up to five percent of the Endowment average 

value for the prior five years to be used to balance the budget.  Any amount withdrawn in excess of the 

five percent must be approved by the Vestry.  In 2020, as in 2019 we will need to withdraw more than 

five percent to balance the budget.  
 

2019 BUDGET PERFORMANCE 

The approved 2019 Operating Budget established planned expenditures of $437,046, and planned revenues of 

$265,500.  The budget was to be balanced by transferring $171,546 from the St. James Endowment Account. 

This withdrawal amount is $17,201 more than the "5 Percent Rule" allows, as discussed in last year's annual 

report. 
 

The 2019 actual income was $278,206, more than the projected amount by $12,706. The 2019 actual 

expenditures were $458,539, more than the projected amount by $21,493. After factoring in the approved 

Endowment withdrawal, our budget performance for calendar year 2019 yielded a deficit of $8,781. 
 

The budget details can be found in the spreadsheet at the back of the Parish Annual Report. 
  

All 2019 bills were paid in full when received, enabling St. James to enter 2020 with a clean financial slate, 

as we have done for the last five years. 
 

2020 BUDGET 

The Vestry has adopted a 2020 Operating Budget of $490,618, about $53,000 more than the 2019 Operating 

Budget.  Major changes incorporated into this budget are: 

 $4,000 increase in Plate and Special Offerings, based on historical trends. 

 $15,000 increase in Pledge Income, based on actual pledges received to date. 

 $22,000 added to fund a part-time assistant priest. 

 Carrying the $12,000 contribution from the Drop-In Learning Center as a credit against Church Utilities 

instead of revenue from Seabury Center usage (as was done when the homeless shelter was housed in 

the Seabury Center about ten years ago). 

 Salary increases of 2.1 % for clergy and lay staff, consistent with guidelines contained in the Treasurer's 

Newsletter published by the Diocese. 

 Increased Medical, Property and Liability Insurance costs, per the Treasurer's Newsletter. 

 Added line item and funding for membership and participation in the Consortium of Endowed Episcopal 

Parishes (CEEP). 

 Increased several Plant Maintenance and Operations line items based on historical trends. 
 

 
(Continued on page 34) 
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To balance the operating budget we will have to withdraw $204,618 from the Endowment Fund.  This is $45,610 

more than the full 5% withdrawal permitted by Vestry Policy. The Vestry approved this amount as a one-time 

exception to the 5% rule. 
 

2020 NON-OPERATING BUDGET ITEMS 

Mission and Outreach activities (such as The Lord's Pantry and Community Meal) are not considered to be 

Operating Budget items and do not appear on the budget spreadsheet in this report. In recent years these 

outreach activities have been funded by donations and grants. 
  

The 2018 Financial Audit was completed in June 2019 and found parish financial record keeping to be fully 

satisfactory. 
 

Special thanks goes to the Budget Committee members—Garrett Brennan, Walt Chojnacki, George Shaw, Matt 

Pinson, and Peter Hewitt—who worked diligently to establish and validate this budget, and to Barbara Calkins, 

our bookkeeper, who continues to skillfully manage our accounts, pay our bills on time and keep our financial 

records accurate throughout the year. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jerry Miller 

Parish Treasurer 
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