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The NET

From the Rector’s Desk
Are we awake?
You read right, that’s the question. Our preacher during the fourth Sunday in Lent, the Rev.
Florence Clarke, reminded us that we cannot fall asleep, and that we must wake up, and
keep watch with Jesus. She was, of course, referring to the disciples who had fallen asleep
in the garden of Gethsemane. And yet isn’t this true for us, as people who purport to be
disciples of Jesus? Are we not also asleep in the garden?
As I write this piece, my morning devotion led me to read about Fr. Rutilio Grande, of El
Salvador. He was a Catholic priest who was murdered on March 12th, 1977, because he
was a prophet and spoke out about the oppression that poor people were going through,
due to an unjust regime.
As his consciousness was pricked, Fr. Grande’s mind and heart were awakened, and in
doing so he discovered his prophetic vocation, which lit a proverbial fire underneath the
Catholic Church in El Salvador. Fr. Grande lived and preached the life-giving truth of Jesus
Christ, and because of that, he became a martyr to the faith. His life and death was what
galvanized the soon to be sainted, Archbishop Oscar Romero (also of El Salvador) to take
on his prophetic role as the leader of the Church in the country. It’s also what ultimately led
to his martyrdom.
My friends, during Lent, we were called to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on the ways in
which he was tempted, his struggles - and his way to the Cross. We were called and are still
called to imitate him. Where were you during this wilderness period? What demons did you
wrestle with? For me, one of the ways I looked to draw closer to Jesus was by taking on the
discipline of showing up more with our broader community. As I sought to focus on Jesus
and bringing my offering to Him, I believe that God was inviting me to present more of
myself.
And now here we are, the Resurrection has happened, the signs of Easter are right there in
front of us. The flower buds are sprouting out of the ground with new life bursting. Where
and how are the signs of the resurrection showing up in your life? Did walls come down
during Lent to enable you to more clearly?
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As we walk with Jesus on the pilgrim road, I’m curious
about the way in which the resurrection might find its way
into our Church. What new and creative ways can we be
“awake” to the Holy Spirit, to the presence of Jesus of
Nazareth? Life abounds in different ways from the Drop in
Learning Center, to the numerous groups that are now
using the Seabury center. Our senior warden, Lori Sarkett,
and I are going to be showing up in different areas around
town and I am going to find some time to be out and
about in the New London community in April, stopping by
taverns and bars and restaurants. We’re going to show up,
pay attention and share a ministry of presence. Why don’t
you join us? Maybe there are new ways we can build
bridges with one another, and have the Holy Spirit guide us
in all of it. To God be the Glory. Amen.
In peace,
Ranjit

Parish Events—April
Guest Preacher
Our preacher will be our Region Missioner, The Rev. Rachel
Thomas at the 8:00 & 10:00 AM services on Sunday, April 15.

Parish Forums
Sunday, April 8 at 11:30 AM in the Parlor—parishioner, Anne
Schneibner will be discussing the History of Women’s
Ordination in the Episcopal Church.
Sunday, April 15 at 11:45 AM—Start Fresh will be presenting a
23 minute documentary on the local efforts to welcome
refugees to New London. Refreshments will be provided.
RESETTLED is a movie produced by The Politic at
Yale University. They selected New Haven’s
refugee community and resettlement program
because together they exemplify the city’s
multiculturalism, tolerance, and activism. The
film centers around refugee experiences and
the continuing efforts of resettlement and
support services in New Haven.

Start Fresh
Start Fresh has taken up the challenge and welcomed four refugee families to New
London and works together with the eight families that have resettled in New London
County. We will be welcoming families in 2018 and need your support to continue our
work.
Volunteer MeetUps are held at St James New London on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of
each month at 5:30 to 6:30 PM. www.startfreshct.org.

Covenant Shelter

Racial Reconciliation Working Group
St. James Church is a place of worship that encourages and advocates for members to
become “agents of peace” by promoting racial justice, equality and reconciliation for all
God’s children.
After reading the resolution titled “Becoming Beloved Community: The Episcopal Church’s
Long- Term Commitment to Racial Healing, Reconciliation and Justice”, a small committed
group of St. James parishioners and other people from local faith communities engaged in
conversations about race, racial identity and the challenges that come when racial
prejudices and bias are combined with institutional power and privilege. These discussions
were not easy, but the group persevered with bold and courageous conversations about
how humankind can move through racialized differences toward becoming God’s
Beloved Community.
More information about the national church mandate can be found at their website,
www.episcopalchurch.org.
The St. James parishioners who attended have now re-formed into a Racial Reconciliation
Working Group. Anyone who is interested in this work is welcome to contact Deacon Ellen
Adams at deaconellen98@yahoo.com.

The Anglican Singers
A Service of Choral Evensong
Sunday, April 15, 2018: Third Sunday of Easter at 5:00 PM
For the final performance of our 2017–2018 season, The Anglican Singers will present a
service of evensong that features some of the finest examples of the English choral tradition.
From Anglo-Canadian composer Healey Willan’s lush motet, “Rise up, my love,” to Philip
Radcliffe’s rhythmic Preces and Responses, to Bryan Kelly’s jazzy Service in C (with its
distinctive Latin beat), to Edward Bairstow’s stately anthem, Blessed City, Heavenly Salem,
the music reflects the joy and reinvention associated with the season of Easter. Please join
us for this service and for the reception that follows.
As we conclude our program year, we want to express the continuing appreciation we feel
for the loyal support of St. James’ clergy and parishioners. That support inspires and
invigorates us to greater efforts on behalf of the beauty and timeliness of the sacred choral
music that we sing. We wish each and every one of you a happy and relaxing summer,
and we look forward to commencing our 2018–2019 season at St. James next fall.
Respectfully submitted,
Anne Carr Bingham
Secretary, The Anglican Singers

Music on Whale Oil Row
AN ORGAN RECITAL BY SIMON JACOBS on Sunday, April 8, 2018 at 3:00 PM
As part of its continuing Music On Whale Oil Row Concert Series, St. James is pleased to
announce an organ recital by Simon Jacobs, Director of The Anglican Singers, which will
take place at 3:00 PM on Sunday, April 8th. Simon will present an exciting program of works
for the organ by several composers, including J.S. Bach, Marcel Dupré, and Percy Whitlock.
Director of the Singers since 2013, Simon is known to many at St. James for his musical
artistry, his deep understanding of the profundity and bountifulness of the Anglican choral
tradition, and his skillful leadership of the ensemble. He is concurrently Director of Music
and Organist at St. Thomas’s Church in New Haven. Additionally, besides working at the
Yale Institute of Sacred Music as a rehearsal conductor of the Yale Schola Cantorum, he is
a keyboard player and a musicianship teacher.
A native of Cornwall, England, Simon trained as a boy chorister at the magnificent Truro
Cathedral, where he developed a love for, and began his training on, the cathedral’s
superb Father Willis organ. Among Simon’s numerous activities and accomplishments
following graduation as an Organ Scholar from Christ’s College, Cambridge University,
were touring Australia and North America with the Chapel Choir, and recording two CDs to
critical acclaim. After immigrating to the United States, Simon earned a Masters Degree in
Choral Conducting from the prestigious Yale Institute of Sacred Music. In great demand as
a virtuoso organist, he maintains an active concert schedule, in addition to his directing
and teaching duties. St. James is fortunate indeed to be hosting Simon Jacobs as guest
artist for what will be a superb recital on April 8th!

Please join us for this not-to-be-missed occasion—at which free-will offerings will be
gratefully accepted—and for the reception that follows.

Vestry Highlights
The Vestry at their March 6th Meeting voted to establish a Social Media Committee that
would report to the Vestry. This Committee would explore ways, using social media, to have
more people involved in being aware of and participating in activities of the Church. Also
an Ad hoc committee was formed to review the current By-laws.
The Vestry voted to increase the amount of money allocated to include the purchase and
installation of 2 booms equipped with mics to record the choir at a high quality sound.
A motion was passed to have 75 light panel units replaced in the Parish Building, which will
be a savings of approximately $1500.00 a year on the electric bill. A company has been
appointed to do a spring clean-up and periodic trimming of bushes throughout the summer.
Commencing on February 21st, the 5:00 PM Sunday service is now a Celtic Eucharist. Fr. Ranjit
is hoping to get a harpist to play. During the months of July and August there will be only one
service at 9:00 AM rotating the services between Rite 1, Rite 2 and the Celtic Eucharist with a
coffee hour to be held in the Memorial Garden. The 9:00 o’clock service will replace the 8:00
AM, 10:00 AM, and the 5:00 PM Celtic Service for July and August.
On April 11th there will be a Spring Luncheon with Holy Eucharist at noon, hosted by the Faith
in Action Committee, to include those people who are unable to attend church on a regular
basis.
A Celebration of Earth Day will be featured at the April 22nd services. The Reverend Joan
Phelps will lead us in an awareness of the many ways we can be Stewards of the Earth by
giving back to our environment.
A Safe Church Certification Training will be held at St James on Saturday, May 12 th from 8:00
AM – 4:00 PM. This is a training that is necessary for ordained and/or lay ministers, vestry
members, and those who are dealing with children of any age within the scope of the
church.
Respectfully submitted,
Ann Burdick, Clerk

Annual Bike Blessing
Annual Biking Season Kick-off, Sunday, April 8. All
motorcyclists and their friends are invited—rain or shine—to
Ocean Beach Park in New London!
Fr. Ranjit will be Blessing the Bikes at 2:00 PM.
The New London Motorcycle Club will make donations to the
Covenant Shelter and the Waterford Country School.
For more information, visit newlondonmotorcycleclub.com.

The St. James Book Club will meet at Filomena’s
Restaurant, 262 Boston Post Road, Waterford on
Thursday, April 19 at 6:00 PM.
This month’s book selection will be Camino Island by John Grisham and is currently on
reserve at the New London Public Library. Please bring your driver’s license and
local library card to pick up the book. If you have questions for the New London
Public Library, please contact the reference desk at 860.447.1411.
For more information about the book club or restaurant, please contact Lori Sarkett at
860.287.5500 or lorisarketthne@gmail.com. Filomena’s is providing a private space for
our group to meet and conduct our discussion. Meals are available and pricing
ranges from $5—$30 depending on the selection.

St. James Supper Group
Next Gathering: Friday, April 20—Madison, Connecticut

Join us for fun,
food, a play and
fellowship!!!

We will enjoy dinner at Friends & Company Restaurant, 11 Boston Post Road, Madison and
then see the play, Agnes of God at the Madison Lyrics Stage, 297 Boston Post Road,
Madison. Parishioner, Emma Palzere-Rae is playing Mother Miriam. Tickets for the
performance are $35 per person. If enough tickets are sold, there could be a reduction in
price.
Who: All who enjoy spending a fun evening with new and old friends.
Deadline: Play tickets must be reserved and paid in-full by Tuesday, April 10. Call Lori
Sarkett at 860.701.0481 or Ellen at the parish office 860.443.4989.
Carpools will be available from the church parking lot at 4:45 PM.

April Birthdays
The names on this list reflect the information as recorded in the church database.
Is your name (or a family member’s name) missing? If so, please contact the parish office
and provide us with the accurate information!
3 Robin Olbrys

5 Ellen Ryan

11 Barbara Harry

3 Anna Shaw

6 David Downes

11 Robert Rae

4 Diane Dusza

7 Sharon Dunning

18 Carleen Lee

4 Marcia Pierce

8 Sue Chojnacki

19 James Vest

4 Michael Kydd

8 Henry Kydd

24 Grace Jones

4 Peter Kydd

8 Harold Kydd

25 Mary Ellen Harris

5 Greg Rice
5 Abigail Ryan

9 Stephanie Brandon
10 Stacy Dunning

27 Angeljolee Carter

Partners in Mission
Companeros de Ecuador Ministry Network is embarking on its tenth summer

Mission Trip to Ecuador
August 9-20, 2018

Have you ever felt that nudge, that call?
This will be the tenth summer mission trip to Ecuador as we return to Puyo, Ecuador
(known as the Gateway to the Amazon) where we take on a project side-by-side with
our Ecuadorian friends of the Episcopal church in Puyo, L’Ascension and the nearby
Indigenous community of the Amazanga.

ALL skill levels welcome ranging from the skill of a smile to the skill of a hammer. Only
your heart and desire to be part of building relationships of companionship between
Companeros and the local Episcopal community are needed. We have had travelers
ranging in age from 12 – 81. ALL are welcome!!!
We work together. We pray together. We laugh together.
We experience a greater sense of God’s mission in the
world and in our lives together. And, we establish life-changing
relationships with our Ecuadorian friends.
THINK ABOUT IT, PRAY ABOUT IT, JOIN US IN THIS LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE
Info Contacts:

George Warner
Grace Barnum
Dan Ivey
Dave Higgins

gowarner@comcast.net
gracebarnum@att.net
danivey@live.com
higginsnn@aol.com

860-867-7865
860-235-8701
860-326-8026
860-287-5504

Safe Church Training
Safe Church training is required by resolution of St. James Vestry, for all parishioners in
positions of leadership (i.e., new Vestry, Wardens, Officers, etc.) and for anyone involved
with our youth, home/hospital visitation and the elderly.
All those needing Safe Church training are expected to take the training as soon as
possible. Copies of the certificates of completion are required to be kept on file in the
parish office. Recertification is required every three years. There is no cost to attend.
Please go to the following link on the Diocesan web-site for more information, dates of
classes and to register online https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/
Safe_Church_Training_Schedule.asp?
Certification Training: Saturday, May 12, 2018, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM at St. James in New
London.
Recertification Training: Saturday, May 5, 2018, 9:00 - 11:30 AM at Zion Church, 325 Notch
Hill Rd., North Branford.

St. James, Preston
St. John’s, Essex
St. John’s, Niantic
St. Paul’s, Westbrook
St. Andrew’s, Madison
Calvary, Stonington

All Saints, Ivoryton
St. David’s, Gales Ferry
St. Mary’s Chapel, Fenwick
Christ Church, Norwich
Grace, Yantic

Grace, Old Saybrook
St. Ann’s, Old Lyme
St. James, New London
Holy Advent, Clinton
St. Stephen’s, East Haddam
St. Mark’s, Mystic

Come meet your Southeast Region Neighbors – Saturday, April 21, 9 -2
Did you know that there are 17 parishes in our Southeast Region of the Episcopal Church of
Connecticut (ECCT)?
Saturday, April 21 from 9:00 -2:00 is the perfect time to join in on the gathering at St. John’s,
Niantic, for the 3rd Annual Convocation of the SE Region. Come meet great folks from other
churches as we explore what God is up to in our Region. Come hear both Bishops, Ian and
Laura, help us explore “The New Missional Age”.
Rides available. Lunch provided. Call or text Grace Barnum with any questions
(860.235.8701).

Caring for Creation Committee
Bless Our Compost
Let's give our banana peels, egg
shells and coffee grounds a new
life. On Earth Day, Sunday April 22,
the Caring for Creation Committee
will have a short “blessing of the
compost” gathering around a
compost bin that will be placed
outside the church temporarily,
and we’d like everyone to
contribute a little. Please bring in a
small container with a cup or less
of coffee grounds, egg shells, raw
fruit and vegetable waste – orange
peels, cabbage cores, carrot tops
and the like – to get our compost
started. (No prepared or cooked
foods, meats, breads or grains, oils
or dairy products, please.)
Composting is a truly joyful way to
take better care of God’s creation

while getting some fertilizer for your
garden at the same time. We’ll give
a short lesson on composting and
some written instructions for those
who want to start composting at
home. Also, mark your calendars for
these upcoming activities: 9:3011:30 AM on May 19, hike at the
Connecticut College Arboretum
property off Gallows Lane; 6:00 PM
June 6, vegetarian pot luck and
environmental movie night.
The committee will meet at 5:30 PM
on April 19. All are welcome to join
us. If you have questions, please
email me at: moss153@att.net.
Respectfully submitted,

Judy Benson, chair

St. James Yoga and Meditation Group
We are starting a gentle yoga class at St. James and all are welcome. Create inner peace
and calm through breathing exercises, meditation and gentle yoga poses. And have fun,
too!!!
St. James Gentle yoga class for every-body. Bring your mat (mats will be available) or feel
free to sit for “chair yoga”. Our time together will start with sharing a favorite poem or
prayer. Then, a short centering meditation followed by gentle yoga poses. All will be
encouraged to do what they feel is right for their body and simply enjoy!!
Lead by:
Nancy Higgins and Karla Umland
(Nancy is a certified yoga teacher from Blissworks here in New London)
When: A few Saturday’s a month at 8:30 AM

The Jumble Shoppe
The Jumble Shoppe is now accepting spring and summer clothing, jewelry and household
goods.

Watch for plans for a 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Jumble Shoppe in May.
Our annual yard sale will be in May to benefit the Ecuadorian mission trip.
Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy Sieburg, manager

St. James Quilters
Our mission is to make quilts for the children at the Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) Nurse
Family Partnership (which cares for new mothers). This month Deborah Burton-Morris (Head
Nurse of the program) came to our meeting. She gave us information about the Nurse
Family Partnership Program with the mothers and how much the quilts are appreciated
and an important part of the care. This month we gave her 1 baby quilt and a numerous
number of afghans were donated.
Our meetings are on the second and fourth Thursday of the month from 10:00 AM to 2:00
PM. New members are always welcome, no need to know how to quilt our experienced
quilters will gladly teach you. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Mary
Chartier at 860.443.0590.
Respectfully submitted,

Margaret Murallo, member

Support St. James on Amazon Smile! If you make pur chases on
Amazon.com, please select the Amazon Smile: http://
smile.amazon.com homepage instead of amazon.com. You will be
prompted to select a charity to support and St. James is now one of
those choices. Please scroll down the list to and select St. James,
New London. A small contribution will be made by Amazon.com for
each purchase.

St. James Online & Media Outreach
It's really simple. If you are on Facebook, please “like” the St. James Facebook page: St
James Episcopal Church (New London, CT). Once you are a “friend” of the page, please
interact with us: visit the page, like our posts, and share our posts. Feel free to post
something that we can share. Finally, connect with each other and invite your friends
(where appropriate) to like our page. This will help St. James have more visibility.

Stewardship
How much do you know about St. James parish?
Trivia game: Sunday May 6, after the 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
Why is this a stewardship activity? The umbrella of stewardship protects and fosters our
church community and the larger community in various ways. Our fellowship, caring for and
knowing each other more fully, and our understanding of who we are and who we were,
inform our mission as a parish. How will St. James become a part of the Jesus Movement in
2018?
So the Stewardship team invites everyone to come celebrate St. James on May 6 when we
will test your knowledge of our parish and its history in the New London community with a
trivia quiz. Bet you all know that the first St. James community dates back to 1725 when it
was part of the Church of England, but do you know where the first St. James church building stood in New London? Come find out!

We want to remind those who may still need to fill out their 2018 pledge forms for this
current year that they can find copies at both entrances to the church or in the parish
office.
Thank you to Stacey Dunning, Alma Dunning, Sarah Moorhead, Bruce & Carol Patterson
and Grace Wiersma for submitting their pledge forms. The totals so far for this year are
$171,236 pledged from 89 households.
David Downes and Stephanie Brandon,
Stewardship committee

Parish Financials
ST. JAMES CHURCH
TREASURER’S REPORT
March 6, 2018
This report covers from January 1, 2018 through January 31, 2018.
Total Income:
Budgeted Amount:
$21,875
Actual Amount:
$32,401
Amount Actual is Over Budget:
$10,526
The primary contributor to budget overrun is Pledge Income, which is $10,676 above the
budgeted amount. This results from early pledge payments by several contributors.
Total Expenses:
Budgeted Amount:
$35,596
Actual Amount:
$33,565
Amount Actual is Under Budget:
$2,031
The primary contributor to this expenditure underrun is Sexton Wage Expense, which is
$1,751 under the budgeted amount (we had no Sexton services during January).
Net Ordinary Income:
Total Income:
Total Expenses:
Net Ordinary Income:
Endowment Income Applied
Net Income

$32,401
$33,565
-$1,164
$13,722
$12,558

Summary: As of January 31, 2018, we are $12,558 ahead of where we expected to be
based on our 2018 budget.
Investment Summary:
Balance 12/31/2017:
Balance 1/31/2018:
Total Value Change:
Withdrawal 5%:
Change Pre-Withdrawal:

$3,306,459
$3,413,345
$106,886
$11,850
$118,736

Summary: Our pre-withdrawal investment value has increased by $118,736, about 3.6%,
through Januaryr 31, 2018. After factoring in the 5% withdrawal, our investments are up
$106,886, about 3.2% through January. Please note that the required ”5% withdrawal” for
2018 is $13,722, and will be implemented next month.
Respectfully submitted,
Gerald F. Miller, Treasurer
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Sunday services are 8 AM Said Holy Eucharist, 10 AM Holy Eucharist with music and 5 PM Celtic Holy Eucharist.

