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The NET 

"When I am weak, then I am strong.” 
 

You might remember this verse from Paul’s letter to the Church in Corinth; but for me, it’s particularly 

moving because I just heard it “sung" this morning at the Martin Luther King service at Shiloh Baptist. 

It was a moving Gospel song punctuated by the passionate delivery of the vocalist, and the power 

and sweep of a service dedicated to a powerful servant of God.  
 

The song struck me because I remembered reading of how Dr. King would often call his friend, the 

great Mahalia Jackson, during some dangerous times in the 1960’s. He would sometimes call in the 

dead of the night, when he needed to hear the voice of the Lord. The word she would sing over the 

phone was, "Precious Lord, Take My Hand.”   
 

For Dr. King, feeling the weight of the mantle of leadership and knowing full well the intimidation 

and death threats that he and his family were receiving, he knew that he needed God, that he 

could not do it alone. In expressing his dependence, the power of Christ would fill him up.  He knew 

that when he was weak, Christ was strong in him.  This is not to say that he didn’t have all his 

particular gifts but what animated all of that, for the work of the Kingdom, was the power of God. 

The ineffable, the often times, un-explainable; but the ever present, presence of God.        
 

When I am weak, then I am strong.  When my power is gone, when I am at my wit’s end, and have 

had my spiritual and intellectual strength taken from me, the power of Christ is able to shine 

through. 
 

This flies in the very face of what our society tells us. We are taught that to be strong, is everything. A 

man is partly judged by his physical strength, the way he can keep a stiff upper lip even in dire 

circumstances. We celebrate this to no end, here in the United States.  We have the incredible 

power to ask Siri, Bing or Google, anything and get an answer within seconds, and if you are like my 

son, Dhruv, you get irritated when it doesn’t happen just like that. Not that I blame him. We’ve just 

gotten accustomed to things happening in a blink of an eye.  
 

And yet the Good News of Jesus Christ is centered on our radical dependence on God.  
 

My friends, as we move into the Holy and Penitential Season of Lent, I invite you to ponder your own 

vulnerability.  What would it mean in your life to realize that all does not rest on your own power, or 

that maybe we don’t have all the answers? Or maybe, that our strength may not be enough. What 

would it mean to radically depend on God, just as Jesus did over the 40 days in the desert.  My 

experience has been that whenever I share my own lack, my own grasping in the air, that God in 

Jesus Christ is always there to catch me, to hold me up. It may not lead directly to an answer but it 

has always led me deeper into my relationship with Jesus. This, Lent, may we experience a profound 
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unsettling in our own independence, and a renewed depth of 

dependence on God. To God be the Glory!  
 

In peace, 

Ranjit 

 

Rector’s Desk cont’d 

The Vestry met on Tuesday, January 9.  Highlights of the 

meeting are as follows: (1) A presentation by Bob 

D’Amelia regarding recommendations per his Acoustic 

Proposal.  These recommendations will include urgent 

electrical repairs as well as purchase of items up to $1500 

to improve acoustics.  (2) Approval of the Voting List for 

the January 28 Annual Meeting. (3) Christian Formation will 

commence on February 21 for five consecutive weeks to 

discuss the book Braving the Wilderness by Brene Brown.  

(4) Parishioners are encouraged to return their pledge 

form even if no amount is pledged as it helps with budget 

maintenance. (5) Winter attire for children and adults is 

being collected for families who have recently relocated 

from Puerto Rico to our area after Hurricane Maria.  (6) The 

Caring for Creation Committee is encouraging the use of 

ceramic cups rather than styrofoam cups during coffee 

hours.     

 

Noon Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes
   

7:00 PM Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes & 

  Choir  

February 14—Worship: 

Vestry Notes 
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The Racial Reconciliation Working Group 

What’s this?  On Ash Wednesday for several years now, parishioners have brought “Ashes to 

Go” into our New London community for those unable to get to a church that day.  We go 

in teams.  During the daytime there are now people who look for us at the train station or 

wait for us to come into their businesses.  In the evening, guests at the Homeless Hospitality 

Center are surprised and delighted and many participate.   
 

This takes no special talent – just the willingness to read a prayer with another person and 

administer ashes. (Or, for some, they are more comfortable as an assistant with some flyers.  

All most welcome!).   It is powerful, and those who have been part of this ministry aren’t sure 

who is blessed more – the giver or the receiver. 
 

If you would like to join the Ashes to Go team, there are several options:   

1.  Meet at St. James at 9:00 AM on Wednesday, February 14, before we depart together 

for various New London locations.  Many of us return to St. James at noon for the Ash 

Wednesday service.  

2.  Meet after the 7:00 PM service at St. James and depart for the HHC Shelter.     

3. Think of new locations that might be calling you (such as the Covenant Shelter) and 

times can be arranged.      
 

Ready to participate?  Or need more information first?  Please contact Ellen in the parish 

office at 860.443.4989 or call/text Grace Barnum at 860.235.8701.                                                        

                                Ashes to Go!  

Lenten Christian Forum   

Braving the Wilderness 
 

During this Lenten period, I invite you to explore your own vulnerability. 
 

Ohh. If that may seem a bit scary to you, hmm, well maybe then this Lenten book study on 

Brené Brown’s book, “Braving the Wilderness” would be good for your spiritual journey. 

Google Brené. She’s a fantastic speaker, and leader. She has a powerful Ted talk. I had the 

pleasure of working with a team to speak to the Presiding Bishop’s staff in early 2014. Her talk 

and her work is deeply meaningful and impactful and I hope it will be a gift to the 

parishioners of St. James. 
 

We will start on Wednesday, February 21 and continue on to the subsequent Wednesdays 

until March 21. We will begin with a potluck supper at 6:00 PM, and then with the discussion 

at 6:30 PM. If you would like to reserve a copy of the book, please call or e-mail Ellen Merrill 

at the parish office. The cost of the book is $17.50. 
 

I hope you will join us. 
 

Peace, 

Ranjit 
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It’s that time of year when we provide coffee for the residents of the Covenant Shelter.  We 

collect coffee, tea, hot chocolate, sugar and sugar substitute, non-dairy creamer, and 

juice boxes for the children.  Your donations may be brought to church any Sunday during 

the month of February or during the week you may bring them to the parish office during 

office hours.   Final collection date for items is Monday, February 26.  Thanks! 
 

TO ENSURE DONATIONS GO TO THE RIGHT PLACE, 

PLEASE CLEARLY MARK YOUR DONATION “COVENANT SHELTER” 

Parish Outreach Project  

February 16—Stations of the Cross 
The celebration of the Stations of the Cross is especially common on the Fridays of Lent.   

St. James will honor the tradition by offering the Service of the Stations of the Cross each 

Friday beginning on February 16 at 5:00 PM in the Church.   Come join Christ—and your 

brothers and sisters in faith—on his journey to the Cross. 

Jumble Shoppe News 
Post-holiday sales have been encouragingly steady despite some bitterly cold days.  The 

shop was also able to contribute coats and scarves to the cold-weather appeal for our 

Puerto Rican brothers and sisters who have relocated stateside due to the ongoing 

problems with resources on the Island after Hurricane Maria.  Our Puerto Rican customers 

have also been buying extra clothes to ship to family and friends.  We must all applaud 

these efforts to help the stricken island of Puerto Rico. 
 

We will welcome any excess Christmas décor that you don’t wish to store for another year!  

We have plenty of room to store these items in anticipation of another big Christmas bazaar 

next year.  We were very pleased with the sales at this year’s bazaar. 
 

We are no longer in need of heavy winter clothes, but do keep us in mind for donations of 

kitchen wares, bed and bath linens, jewelry and transitional-season clothes.   
 

VOLUNTEER HELP is really needed because we are opening many times with a skeleton 

crew.  Please consider coming by to help, even if just occasionally.  Also, we would really 

appreciate someone with a creative bent to work out of the home to create flyers, do 

postings on Face Book, etc. to get the word out about what is absolutely the best little thrift 

shop in Southeastern Connecticut – perhaps in the whole State!  Come by and see us on 

Tuesdays or Saturdays, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, or talk to me about volunteer opportunities at 

coffee hour after 10 o’clock Sunday service. 
 

Dorothy Sieburg, 

Manager 
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Companions in Mission is holding its Annual Mission Conference on Saturday, March 3 – A 

great day for learning and sharing in all areas of mission ministry:  local, national and 

international.   
 

Carpools will be formed from St. James to West Hartford.  Please call our parish office 

860.443.4989 or call/text Grace Barnum 860.235.8701 for more info or joining a carpool. 

Companions in Mission Ministry Network 

Community Meal 
Additional help is needed on the first Saturday of every month  at 8:30 AM to assist with the 

Community meal.  If you are able to assist with the meal, please contact Dan Ivey at 

danivey@live.com or by phone at 860.326.8026. 

St. James Quilters 
Our mission is to make quilts for the children with the Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) 

Nurse Family Partnership (which cares for new mothers.)   
 

Our meetings are on the second and fourth Thursday of the month from 10:00 A.M.to 2:00 

P.M. New members are always welcome.  You do not have to know how to quilt; our 

experienced quilters will gladly teach you.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact Mary Chartier at 860.443.0590. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Margaret Murallo, Member 
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Seabury Companeros & The Episcopal  

Diocese of Ecuador Central 
 

Partners in Mission 
 

Seabury Companeros de Ecuador Ministry Network 

is embarking on its tenth summer  
 

Mission Trip to Ecuador 
August 9-20, 2018 

 

 

Have you ever felt that nudge, that call, to learn more about the opportunity 

of joining others as a participant, a Partner in Mission , with other missioners from St. James /

Seabury Companeros de Ecuador and our brothers and sisters within The Diocese of Ecuador 

Central ? 
 

This will be the tenth summer mission trip to Ecuador as we return to Puyo, Ecuador  (known 

as the Gateway to the Amazon) where we take on a project side-by-side with our Ecuadorian 

friends.  ANY  skill level needed.  ALL skill levels welcome …only  your heart and desire to 

be part of building relationships of companionship between Seabury Companeros and the 

local Episcopal community are needed.  We have had travelers ranging in age from 12 – 81.  

ALL are welcome!!! 

 

         We work  together.  We pray together.  We laugh together. 

          We experience a greater sense of God’s mission in the 

                      world and in our lives together.  And, we establish life-changing  

          relationships with our Ecuadorian friends. 

 

   THINK ABOUT IT, PRAY ABOUT IT, JOIN US IN THIS LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE 

 

Info Contacts:  George Warner gowarner@comcast.net  860.867.7865 

   Grace Barnum  gracebarnum@att.net              860.235.8701 

   Dan Ivey  danivey@live.com   860.326.8026 

   Dave Higgins             higginsnn@aol.com                            860.287.5504  

               

     

mailto:danivey@live.com
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The names on this list reflect the information as recorded in the parish database.  Is your 

name (or a family member’s name) missing?  If so, please contact the parish office and 

provide us with the accurate information! 

February Birthdays 

2 Lillian Beeler 

3 Alaysia Thomas 

10 Deborah Carter 

11 Deanna Bossdorf 

12 Roger Nelson 

17 Joanna Delancy 

19 Timothy Breitenstein 

20 William Crawford 

25 Millie Deurloo 

 

 Safe Church Training 
Safe Church training is required by resolution of St. James Vestry, for all parishioners in 

positions of leadership (i.e., new Vestry, Wardens, Officers, etc.) and for anyone involved 

with our youth.  
 

All those needing Safe Church training are expected to take the training as soon as 

possible.  Copies of the certificates of completion are required to be kept on file in the 

parish office.  There is no cost to attend.  2018 training sessions begin in March.   
 

Please go to the following  link on the Diocesan web-site for more information, dates of 

classes and to register online https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/

Safe_Church_Training_Schedule.asp? 
 

Comprehensive Training: Consists of two online course modules that will be sent to you via 

email within 2 weeks of your completed registration and no sooner than 4 weeks before 

the live training session. The two online course modules must be completed no later 

than two (2) days prior to the live session. You will receive a certificate upon completion of 

the two online modules and the live session. Trainings will have a minimum of ten (10) 

registered attendees; trainings with less than 10 may be cancelled.  
 

***Live training session: Saturday, March 3, 2018, 9:00 - 11:30 AM at St. David's,  

284 Stoddards Wharf Rd., Gales Ferry. 
 

Recertification Training: Saturday, May 5, 2018, 9:00 - 11:30 AM at Zion Church, 325 Notch 

Hill Rd., North Branford. 
 

Episcopal/Anglican 101 Class 
Please join Dana Capasso Stivers in the parlor on Sunday, February 11 from 9:15 - 9:45 AM 

as she leads our Lenten Sunday morning Episcopal/Anglican 101 class. Classes are 

scheduled on Sunday mornings through the month of March.  Please join us as you are 

able!  All are welcome.  

https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Safe_Church_Training_Schedule.asp?utm_source=eNews+Jan+14%2C+2014&utm_campaign=Jan+14+enews&utm_medium=email
https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Safe_Church_Training_Schedule.asp?utm_source=eNews+Jan+14%2C+2014&utm_campaign=Jan+14+enews&utm_medium=email
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Silent Movie Night—Music on Whale Oil Row 

Sunday, March 18 at 7:00 PM 
 

Charlie Chaplin’s first full-length feature  is The Kid. 
 

A silent masterpiece about a who discovers a little orphan 
and brings him up -- but is left desolate when the  

orphanage reclaims him. 
 

Chaplin directed, produced and starred in the film. 
 

Robert Humphreville, organist 
Bring the whole family! 

 

A suggested donation of $10 per person is greatly  
appreciated to help defray expenses of this event and  

to allow us to provide additional music programs  
throughout the year. 

St. James Book Club 

“Looking Ahead” 
 

St James “Book of the month club” will begin in March of 2018.  A book will be selected 

during February and will be available at the New London Library. 
 

Join us for fun and fellowship as we discuss our monthly book while dining at a local 

“reasonably priced” restaurant.   
 

Additional information will be provided in the  Sunday bulletins, weekly emails, Facebook 

and the March edition of  The Net.  For further details, please contact  Lori Sarkett at 

860.701.0481 or email lorisarketthne@gmail.com. 

Thank you! 

Sunday, February 11 

The Rev. Florence Clarke, of the Wall Clarke Temple, African Methodist Episcopal Church in 

New London, will be our guest preacher during both morning services.  Fr. Ranjit will be the 

preacher at the 5:00 PM service.  
 

Dana Capasso Stivers will lead the Anglican/Episcopal 101 class held in the parlor at 9:00 AM. 
 

Phyllis Cappuccio, Executive Director of the Covenant Shelter, will offer a forum at noon in 

the parish hall on the Covenant Shelter and homelessness in New London County. 

Covenant Shelter  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silent_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romantic_comedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romantic_comedy
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Caring for Creation Committee 
Thanks to everyone who brought in mugs for coffee hour. Please hold off on additional 

donations until we inventory what we have and find a way to store them and clean them 

after use without giving additional work to the coffee hour volunteers. We're confident we 

can find a way to transition away from paper cups, but it may take some time to get it right. 

Please be patient with us. Thank you, the Caring for Creation committee.  
 

Thanks, 
 

Judy Benson 

Counters Needed 

Unfortunately recently we had another person resign from the 

Counting Committee, due to personal reasons.   
 

I am looking for two to three more people to join the Counting Committee to count the 

Sunday collections once a month.  It takes about an hour after the 10 o'clock service.  

If you are interested, please call Ann Burdick, 860.443.4236 or email to 

atburdick@gmail.com.   

Black History Month Jeopardy  

The Black Engineering Council of Electric Boat will host its annual Black History Month 

Jeopardy event on Wednesday, February 28 from 3:00—4:30 PM at St. James. 
 

Come be a part of the team and join the middle school students with the New London 

Drop-In Learning Center.  Refreshments will be provided.   

 

Please contact Reona Dyess, Executive Director of the New London Drop-In Learning 

Center if you are interested in attending at 860.442.4466 or by email 

RDyess@dropinlearningcenter.org  

Special thanks to our Retiring Officers, Vestry 

and Diocesan Delegate 

Senior Warden: Dorothy Sieburg                      Vestry: Carole Shores     

Parish Clerk: Jan Dargel                      

Delegate to Diocesan Convention: Grace Barnum 

mailto:atburdick@gmail.com
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Purchase Tickets online: startfreshct.org/dinners 
860-705-3902 startfreshct@gmail.com startfreshct.org 

Purchase Tickets 
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A Very Special Thanks …  

The Rector, Wardens and Vestry would like to express their special thanks to those who 

agreed to give a portion of their gifts back to God —  making a financial contribution to the 

mission and ministry of St. James.  The people listed below have completed and submitted 

Pledge Cards through January 15.  Our pledge total for the current year is almost the exact 

same as the amount for last year $168,536.  Reminder letters have gone out to parishioners 

as needed.  If anyone needs to complete a pledge form for this year, they are available at 

the church entrances or in the parish office. 
 

We believe our information is correct, however if you have submitted a pledge, and your 

name was not listed here, please contact our Pledge Secretary, Alma Peterson at 

860.442.7338 or Ellen in the parish office 860.443.4989. 

Alborghetti, Marci 

Anderson, Martha 

Anderson, Patty 

Anderson, Ralph 

Anderson, Stephen 

Barnum, Grace 

Barnwell, Pandora 

Bath, Florence 

Bath, Krissy 

Belknap, Kenneth 

Benson, Judy 

Bingham, Anne Carr 

Bingham, Anne E. 

Bingham, Robert Kim 

Bossdorf, Deanna 

Boulanger, Arthur 

Brandon, Stephanie 

Brennan, Garrett 

Brennan, Victoria 

Brewster, Geraldine 

Brewster, John 

Brewster, Laura Jean 

Brighty, Katherine 

Burdick, Ann 

Burdick, Reid 

Chartier, Mary 

Chartier, Ray 

Chojnacki, Sue 

Chojnacki, Walter 

Clark, Thomas 

Connell, Mary Jane 

Crawford, William 

Dargel, Jan 

Delancy, Joanna 

Dooley, Carol 

Downes, David 

Downes, Deborah 

Drew, Kristine 

Duffy, Charlie 

Dunning, Sharon 

Evans, Shirley 

Godfrey, Eleanor 

Griffin, Andrea 

Harris, Mary Ellen 

Harry, Barbara 

Hatcher-Sneed, 

Karen 

Hewitt, Joy 

Hewitt, Peter 

Higgins, David 

Higgins, Nancy 

Hislop, Arlene 

Hulme, Steven 

Hulme, Mary 

Hurley, Awo 

Hurley, Steven 

Jones, Grace 

Jones, Joan 

Kepner, Charles 

Kepner, Janet 

King, Dick 

King, Pat 

Koczera, Gary 

Kuruvilla, Johanna 

Kydd, Henry 

Kydd, Rose 

Larson, Diane 

Lee, Patricia 

Luddington, Kendall 

Mathews, Ranjit 

McCarthy, Effie 

McLaughlin, Beatrice 

Miller, Gerald 

Miller, Kathryn 

Miskell, Edna 

Moorhead, Kenneth 

Murallo, Margaret 

Nave, John 

Olbrys, Robin 

Palezere-Rae, Emma 

Parisi, Robert 

Percy, Marilyn 

Percy, Stephen 

Peterson, Alma 

Peyton, Evelyn 

Peyton, Henry 

Pierce, Marcia 

Rae, William 

Rice, Greg 

Roberts, Edwin 

Robinson, Joan 

Rogers, Jean 

Rottinghaus, Catherine 

Rottinghaus, Scott 

Saari, Carlton 

Saari, Sheila 

Sarkett, Lori 

Scheibner, Anne 

Shaw, George 

Shaw, Anna 

Sherman, Barbara 

Shores, Carole 

Shores, James 

Sieberg, Caleb 

Sieburg, Dorothy 

Sieburg, William 

Skeffington, Beverly 

Skinner, Barbara 

Skinner, Bruce 

Smith, Frederic 

Stanley, Mary Jane 

Stanley, Peter 

Steed, Ronald 

Steed, Roxanne 

Streeter, Nicholas 

Theis, Diane 

Thomson, Paul 

Umland, John 

Umland, Karla 

Vogel, Nancy 

Vogel, Thomas 

Wardwell, Ethelyn 

Welsh, Barbara 

Welsh, Robert 

White, Mary 

Woodward, Carla 
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