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July/August 2017 

The Net 

St .  James Episcopal  Church  

St. James’ Mission Statement 
 

St. James is called to serve God, Christ, and the community of Greater New London. 
 

 

From The Rector’s Desk 
                                                                                                                         

Desmond Tutu, the former Archbishop of Cape Town, and Nobel laureate, is said to write 

thank you cards, every morning.  He does it, because he is indeed thankful for the 

different people/experiences that crisscross his life. I imagine he also practices this art as a 

formative exercise to cultivate gratefulness.  We’ve all heard the phrase, “count your 

blessings,” most likely during our childhood days. Back then, who knew the profundity, of 

those three words?    
 

Think of that.  Contemplate what it might mean if you were to write thank you cards every 

day, in sheer gratefulness for all your blessings.  How might that practice change you?  

Me – well, it’s been a month since I started here at the Church, and the truth is that it has 

been a whirlwind, filled with emotion and deep learning.  But I will also tell you that I am 

grateful, deeply grateful for our mutual ministry here at this beautiful Church.  I have had 

the chance to visit parishioners, taken part in board meetings, visited the Diocesan offices 

of Episcopal Church in Connecticut, Muddy Waters, chaired my first St. James Vestry 

meeting, preached, among so many other things.  There is still so much to learn and 

discover, people to meet and friendships to form. I still find myself getting lost in the 

Seabury Center. I count it all as a gift. The gift of getting lost, receiving the Face of Jesus in 

an unexpected meeting, in the gentle and not so gentle challenges that I have heard. In 

sharing Communion on Sundays.  
 

When I think on these things, I can only think of grace, and the way that it has held 

Johanna, Dhruv and I over these past weeks.  It has carried us from Scottsdale to New 

London and made us feel at home in this place. Every time I head into the Church, I 

understand the privilege of being called to serve here at this wonderful place. I take this 

call very seriously.  
 

What about our faith community? In this season of Pentecost, I wonder if we could take 

on the spiritual practice of gratefulness. Here’s the challenge. For fifty days, try and 

ponder on those things that you are thankful for. In our society, we are often bombarded 

with imagery and messages that say we need something more to make us complete. You 
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The Net …  
 

is the newsletter of St. 

James Church, New 

London, Connecticut.  It 

is published eleven times 

a year (September 

through June and a 

summer issue) for the 

information and 

edification of St. James 

members and friends. 
 

Submissions are always 

welcome and should be 

submitted by the tenth of 

the month before 

publication.  While your 

submission is always 

welcome, we would 

prefer to receive it by e-

mail or memory stick in 

Microsoft Word format. 
 

Please continue to  

forward your submissions 

to the church office or 

email them to: 
parishoffice@stjamesnl.org. 
 

We also welcome your 

comments and 

suggestions.  This is your 

newsletter. 
 

 

76 Federal Street 

New London CT 06320-6601 

860-443-4989 

www.stjamesnl.org 

name it, and our society says we don’t have enough of it.  

We all know that this is debilitating, and yet for some 

reason, we keep falling for it.  What if we were ever more 

thankful for what we have been given? How might that 

change the fundamental alignment of who we are?  This 

isn’t some new age gimmick, though I am also not 

disparaging folks who connect through New Age 

methods; but this practice is very much tied to the 

reception of grace in our lives.  
 

Are we holding our hands out, cupped, with the hope of 

receiving grace? Every moment presents yet another 

opportunity to connect with the Divine and see beyond 

our particular concerns.  
 

Faithfully, 
 

Fr. Ranjit 

Vestry Highlights 
The Vestry met on Tuesday, June 13 at the home of Ann 

and Reid Burdick.  The following items were discussed: (1) 

The Lay Eucharistic ministry program will be reactivated.  

There will be refresher training for individuals already 

trained as well as training for anyone desiring to participate 

in this ministry. (2) In keeping with Diocesan guidelines, the 

name of the Mission Outreach Committee has been 

changed to Faith in Action. (3) Landscape work is 

progressing on the Memorial Garden. (4) The Stewardship 

Committee is seeking additional members are they are 

down to two people. (5) An intern will be assigned to St. 

James from the Diocese from September, 2017 to May, 

2018. (6) There will be two single services at 9:00 AM on 

Sunday, July 16 and Sunday, August 13.  Rite I will be used 

for one of the services and Rite II for the other service.  

There will also be a single service on Sunday, September 10 

at Waterford Beach Park at noon preceding the annual 

parish picnic. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Dargel 

The Rector’s Desk cont’d 
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Summer Schedule Changes 

Summer Office Hours 
 

Open:  9:30 AM-12:30 PM 
 

Lunch 12:30-1:30 PM 
 

Afternoons: 

Closed for special projects; 

messages checked 

frequently 

between 1:30-3:30 PM 

Sunday Worship Schedule: 
 

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II (said) 
 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II (with music) 
 

5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (contemporary/informal) 
 

Children of all ages are encouraged to bring their parents 

to worship each Sunday.  Children’s bulletins (for ages 3-12) 

are available at both entrances to the church.   

Three Exceptions 
 

Sunday, July 16 and Sunday, August 13—one service at 

9:00 AM  with brunch following the service.  This  provides us 

an opportunity to come together as a parish community.  

Sunday, September 10—one service at noon at Waterford 

Beach Park preceding the annual parish picnic. 

memorial garden guidelines 

are available in the office.   
 

Donations can be made in 

memory or thanksgiving of  

loved ones. If you would like 

to make a contribution to be 

used for purchasing plants, 

maintenance and general 

upkeep, please notate on 

the memo line of your check 

“ memorial garden 

donation”. 

Memorial Garden 
Work has begun on the 

memorial garden in the 

courtyard.  Plantings have 

been selected and 

preparations have already 

begun.  Soon you will witness 

the transformation. 
 

If you are interested in using 

the memorial garden, please  

contact the parish office or 

Fr. Ranjit.  Copies of the 

Farewell dear friend …  

 

     John “Jack” Russell 

June 17, 2017 
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The names on this list reflect the information as recorded in the church database.  Is your 

name (or a family member’s name) missing?  If so, please contact the parish office and provide 

us with the accurate information! 

July/August Birthdays 

JULY 

1 Bruce Patterson 

2 Patricia Sanders 

4 Marci Alborghetti 

4 Garry Brennan 

5 Carl Lee 

6 Paul Cascio 

7 Gena 

 Scognamiglio 

8 Darbee Percival 

8 Robert Thomas 

10 Ken Luddington 

12 Shirley Evans 

12 Carol Patterson 

13 Eliezer Monagas 

14 Laura Hollot 

15 Helen Dayton 

15 Andrea Griffin 

16 Charles Duffy 

17 Dylan Hyman 

18 Deborah Downes 

21 William Rae 

21 Steve Hurley 

23 Beverly Driscoll 

26 Barbara  Sherman 

31 Anne Bingham 

AUGUST 

5 Catherine 

Rottinghaus 

6 Dan Ivey 

8 Denise Gonyo 

10 Glee Miner 

 

15 Kathryn Miller 

17 Alberta 

 Mushalansky 

22 Mary White 

22 Michael Collins 

24 Carol Dooley 

25 Patricia Anderson 

25 Kim Bingham 

25 Lillian Rosario 

31 Awo Hurley 

In recent weeks the following was accomplished: 

 

1. The main door of the church was re-secured and re-aligned to make 

opening and closing easier. 

2.  The water main in the Parish Hall was repaired to correct a leak near 

where the city water line enters the building. 

3.  Three window air conditioning units were installed in the Rectory. 
 

Some time this summer the steps in front of the church main door will be 

modified to create a safer standing area when the door is open. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Gerald Milller 

for the Buildings and Grounds Committee 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 
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Warden’s Report 

Welcome  

our newest member  

Baptized on June 4, 2017 
 Benjamin Richard Phillips 

 

Three Special Worship Services Scheduled During The Summer 
 

The  Vestry of St. James, at its June meeting, voted the following changes to the summer 

schedule: 
 

There will be a single service at 9:00 AM on July 16 and August 13.  These services will be 

followed by a fellowship potluck brunch.  On July 16 the liturgy will follow Rite II, and on 

August 13, Rite 1. 
 

On September 10, there will again be a single service, to be held at Waterford Park at 12 

noon.  This service will follow the contemporary liturgy normally used at the 5:00 PM  

Contemporary Eucharist.  As has been the custom, this outdoor service will be followed by a 

potluck picnic, with meats and drinks provided. 
 

The Vestry is aware that members of St. James have valid preferences in worship time and 

style, and these preferences will continue to be honored.  However, on the one service held 

to welcome Fr. Ranjit on May 21, parishioners from each of the services commented on how 

good it felt to all be together in fellowship.  In our Vestry discussion in June, some members 

also stated that they would welcome the opportunity to experience a liturgy with which 

they were unfamiliar.   What emerged from that discussion was the decision to try the 

above worship schedule for the summer months. 
 

The Vestry will welcome feedback about the services and fellowship events that have been 

scheduled.  Thank you for your continued faithfulness in worship and service at St. James. 
 

Yours in the Fellowship of Faith, 
 

Dorothy Sieburg and Lori Sarkett 

Wardens of St. James  
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Faith in Action 

The standing committee formerly called Mission/Outreach Committee has, by action of 

the June Vestry meeting, changed its name to FAITH IN ACTION to better reflect its broad-

ened mission of seeking ways to encourage all members of St. James to find new ways to 

give witness to our faith both within parish life and out in the community. 
 

One important way to put faith in action is to visit the sick and shut-in of our parish.  A num-

ber of us have been trained and licensed by The Episcopal Church in Connecticut to be 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers.  It is the practice of The Episcopal Church to support the pastoral 

ministry of the Rector by allowing lay persons to distribute the bread and wine consecrat-

ed during services of Holy Communion to members who are unable to attend Sunday Eu-

charist.  Under Fr. Ranjit’s supervision, the Lay Eucharistic Ministers have begun to take Holy 

Communion to our shut-ins.  This practice is meant to supplement, not replace,  regular 

pastoral visits by our Rector and make it possible for shut-in members to receive Holy Com-

munion more frequently. If you are interested in becoming a Lay Eucharistic Minister, 

please speak to Fr. Ranjit.  A training/refresher course will be offered in the near future. 

Watch for dates. 
 

We also need parishioners to visit our sick and shut-in members on a regular basis, beyond 

the services of the Lay Eucharistic Ministers.  People who are unable to be with us in wor-

ship and fellowship very much need and appreciate getting news of the parish and hav-

ing members visit.  We will post names of members desiring visits in the Parish Hall on the 

announcement tripod near the refreshment table.  For confidentiality, since our Parish Hall 

is used during the week by many groups, this posting will be removed to the Sacristy after 

10 o’clock Coffee Hour.  Alongside the posting will be a sign-up sheet for any person who is 

willing to visit one of our shut-in members.  It would be good to take a bulletin from the Sun-

day service and, perhaps, some of the altar flowers to the person visited.  Do call the 

home or Convalescent Center to check on the best time to visit and ask whether flowers 

would be welcome.  
 

Please help us meet our goal of at least one visit a month by a lay person to each shut-in 

member. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Dorothy Sieburg 

Faith in Action Committee Chair 
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The Anglican Singers 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

On Wednesday, July 26, it will be wheels up from Boston’s Logan Airport as The Anglican 

Singers travel to the United Kingdom for choral residencies at Truro Cathedral in Cornwall 

and Exeter Cathedral in Devon.  In some of the most majestic cathedrals of the British Isles, 

we will be praising God through the glorious music of the Anglican tradition, at both Choral 

Eucharist and Choral Evensong services. 
 

This being our third tour of England, we are thrilled at the prospect of singing in these 

wonderful spaces, and privileged to serve once again as ambassadors of good will to our 

host country. 
 

The Singers will open the 2017–2018 season at 5:00 PM on September 17 at Pequot Chapel, 

and will again take our places in the choir stalls of St. James for a service of Evensong at 

5:00 PM on Sunday, October 22 . 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Anne Bingham 

Secretary,  

The Anglican Singers 
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Organist/Choirmaster Report 

Looking for a way to exercise your gifts?   
Please consider the following opportunities/outreach programs.   

 

Hospitality  

Greeter 

Usher 

Lay Reader 

Acolyte 

Altar Guild 

Chalicist 

Counter 

Jumble Shoppe 

Lord’s Pantry 

Community Meal 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry 

Acolyte  Coordinator 

Church School Leader 

Choir Member 

Stewardship 

Grounds 

 

Contact Fr. Ranjit or Ellen in the parish office for additional information. 

 

Choir rehearsals will resume on Thursday, September 14 at 

7:00 PM.  If you or anyone you know is interested in joining 

the choir, please contact Will Cooper at 

wilhelm.fassbinder@gmail.com. 
 

 Auditions for new choir members will be held at 6:00 PM on 

September 14 in the choir room. Have a wonderful summer! 

 

Will Cooper, 

Organist/Choirmaster 

mailto:wilhelm.fassbinder@gmail.com
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Join us for fun, food, and fellowship!!! 
 

 

 
 

Next Gathering:  Thursday, July 20,  at 6:00 PM 
 

Where:  Captain Scott’s Lobster Dock 
  80 Hamilton Street, New London      

Who:   All of us who enjoy spending a fun evening with new and old friends 
 

Sign-up Deadline:  Monday, July 17 
 

Informal – outdoor dining, open menu; order what you want 
No big commitment, just join us when you can 

Rides available AND encouraged! 
RSVP (name, # attending, and if you would like a ride) 

 

The Supper Group of St. James 

 

When: Friday,  August 25  
Where:  Dodd Stadium, Norwich.   
Game begins at 7:00 PM with post-game 
fireworks display. 
 

Please contact Lori Sarkett or Ellen in the 
parish office as soon as possible to reserve 
tickets.  Tickets are $10 each and each tickets 
provides a $5 donation to our Lord’s Pantry. 

2nd Annual Lord’s Pantry Benefit 
Take me out to the ballpark …  
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Stewardship Opportunity 

St. James Parish Picnic in September 

Mark your calendars:  

Sunday, September 10, 2017 

Waterford Beach Park, Shelter #1 

12 Noon—Holy Eucharist (Contemporary) 

Picnic Potluck Lunch to follow 
 

Watch for more information, sign up sheets, and directions coming in 

the September issue of The NET! 
 

SAVE  THE  DATE! 

Acolyte Training 

Fr. Ranjit will conduct a training session on Sunday, 

September 17 at 9:00 AM in the Church.  All current 

acolytes and those interested in this important ministry 

are encouraged to attend this training.   If you would 

like additional information or have any questions, 

please contact Fr. Ranjit or Ellen in the parish office at 

860.443.4989. 

Stewardship principles inform most of what we do day-to-day: caring for our children, our 

planet, our church, our fellow man.  Giving of ourselves and our time and treasure is at the 

heart of a Christian life.  Many of our ministries at St. James demonstrate our commitment 

to stewardship. The Stewardship Team is looking for fellow parishioners to join us in this 

important part of parish life.  
 

If you are interested in helping with our St. James stewardship program, please speak to 

David Downes 860.508.3789 or Stephanie Brandon 860.686.1639.  
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The Jumble Shoppe 

The Jumble Shoppe  will be closed on Tuesday, July 4, in honor of the Independence Day 

holiday.  We will be open regular hours, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, throughout the month of 

July but will be closed from August 1 through August 26 to allow vacation time for 

volunteers.  August 1 and August 26 are scheduled as work days to clear out summer 

clothes and prepare the shop for reopening on Tuesday August 29.  Additional volunteers 

would be especially welcome on those two work days! 
 

The shop will accept donations through the month of July only.  Please bring donations 

on days the shop is open, or call Dorothy at 860.447.2896 for other arrangements.  No 

donations will be accepted during the month of August until the shop reopens on 

Tuesday, August 29 when apparel for the fall and winter seasons will again be welcome. 
 

Thank you for your support of this Mission of our parish. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Dorothy Sieburg  

Manager 

Small items can be dropped off during normal Jumble Shoppe hours on Tuesday, June 27.  

Large items need to be dropped off on Friday evening, June 30 from 5:00—7:00 PM.  Please 

contact Dorothy  at 860.447.2896 for special arrangements.  All proceeds are to benefit the 

Ecuador Mission Network    

Giant Parking Lot Yard/Tag Sale—Saturday, July 1 from 9:00 AM—3:00 PM 

Ecuador Mission  

A most hearty Thank You to all who participated with the Chicken Bar-

becue on Father’s Day where we raised $859 toward Ecuador Mission.  

Special thanks to our own dedicated chef, Dan Ivey, our fabulous bak-

ing team and Mary White’s kitchen clean-up.  It was a great success 

that included wonderful food with many “to go” meals enjoyed festive-

ly in the Parish Hall.  We were blessed with a larger crowd than in past 

years and even ran out of dinners (apologies to those who were at the 

end of the line  … ). 
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Would you like prayers said for the 

health of a loved one?  Would you 

or someone you know like prayer 

support during a particularly 

challenging time of life?  Do you 

want to offer special thanks for a 

new grandchild or other joyous 

event? 
 

St. James Prayer Chain would be 

happy to pray with you.  The group 

prays for the people included in the 

Prayers of the People each Sunday.  

We also pray for those who are listed 

in our Morning Prayer Journal found in 

the front vestibule on Sundays.  

Please call Grace Barnum  at 

860.326.5447 to add name(s).  It is up 

to you how specific you make the 

prayer request.  You can simply give 

us a name or more information about 

what they need prayers for, as you 

see fit. The people in the Prayer Chain 

keep the information confidential. 
 

You can also assist with this ministry by 

speaking to Grace Barnum.  We ask 

you to remember the people you 

pray for daily, but how or when you 

pray is up to you. 

Prayer Chain Ministry 

 

Hats, Mittens, Scarves and Gloves 

What a wonderful donation of yarn we were given for our 

mission.  If you need yarn, please call me at  860 440-3427 

to arrange a time to check it out!   
 

Thank you to all who have donated  hats, mittens, scarves 

or yarn.  I will gladly accept any items at any time.  You 

are indeed working missionaries and please know that all 

items are deeply appreciated. 
 

Sue Chojnacki,  Chair 

St. James Quilters 

Our mission is to make quilts for the children at the Covenant Shelter and for the Visiting 

Nurse Association (VNA) Nurse Family Partnership (which cares for new mothers). 
 

Our meetings are on the second and fourth Thursday of the month from 10:00 AM to 2:00 

PM.  June will be our last meeting for the summer  and our next meeting will be in 

September.  New members are always welcomed.  You do not have to know how to quilt 

our experienced quilters will be happy to teach you.  If you have any questions please feel 

free to contact Mary Chartier at 860.443.0590. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Margaret Murallo 
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In the hospital?  Home-bound? …  

You can support St. James on Amazon Smile!   If you regularly buy items on Amazon.com, 

you can support St. James whenever you make a purchase!  Amazon.com has a 

program called “Amazon Smile” that allows you, whenever you make a purchase, to 

select a charity to support, and St. James Episcopal Church in New London is now one of 

those choices. 

  

Instead of the “regular” Amazon homepage, go to Amazon Smile: http://

smile.amazon.com, scroll down to St. James Episcopal Church (make sure you find the 

New London one, then make your purchase.  For any purchase you make through 

Amazon Smile, a small contribution will be made to further the ministries of the charity.  

You can purchase what you want, and you’ll help St. James out!   Thanks for your 

support! 

Just a reminder …  

Going into the hospital?  Unable to make it to Church due to illness or immobility?  We want 

to “be there” for you!  Please call the parish office at 860.443.4989 to inform us.  Health care 

laws prohibit hospitals and/or rehabilitation centers from sharing information about 

admissions.  We will add you to our prayer list and arrange to bring you Holy Communion.  

Also, if you are aware of parishioners who would like a visit, let us know! 

Each Sunday we adorn the Altar with flowers (except during Lent), 

light a sanctuary candle, and consume bread and wine.  The altar 

guild pays for these from gifts given by members, families and friends 

of St. James.  If you would like to assist one week, an altar flower 

donation is $45; sanctuary candle, $5; and, communion wine or 

communion wafers, $10.  Your donation can be made as a memorial honoring someone 

deceased, or as a thank-offering to celebrate a birthday, anniversary or other special event 

in your life.  Contact the parish office or an altar guild member for more information. 
 

As always, more than one person can make their offering in any given week.  If you’d like 

more information, speak to any member of the altar guild or contact the parish office. 

Some Giving Opportunities 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aAsONUWcY6YgsjQxnAmMRGWzlt8FHEHtj9oXT91Q4wHYAffEcp_FXTk0oA4u5LhivbFI-XZSGtYbXSv8ZPh_t13QkSiIRG0QbeyRd0CBq4GJILlNr3fEnq7jnUZAKc-dWLO0misBlTudMv_daxtvJWXCX_lIym7VOwtSMtYZF_g=&c=XVEfqvn1OOxJWM5gU4hAYO54WmWmR0e_QMUzz60-X9RFWEuir9xVs
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aAsONUWcY6YgsjQxnAmMRGWzlt8FHEHtj9oXT91Q4wHYAffEcp_FXTk0oA4u5LhivbFI-XZSGtYbXSv8ZPh_t13QkSiIRG0QbeyRd0CBq4GJILlNr3fEnq7jnUZAKc-dWLO0misBlTudMv_daxtvJWXCX_lIym7VOwtSMtYZF_g=&c=XVEfqvn1OOxJWM5gU4hAYO54WmWmR0e_QMUzz60-X9RFWEuir9xVs


Page 14 THE NET Volume 11 Issue 7 

Vestry’s Stewardship Statement 
The Episcopal Church teaches the biblical tithe as the standard of stewardship.  The Vestry 

of St. James believe that they and all parishioners strive to understand and meet that goal 

as they personally are able.        Adopted by the Vestry 

Reminder …  

Don’t let your pledge go on vacation when you do.  

Please remember that St. James continues praying, 

worshipping and doing our many ministries, even 

when you are out of town.  The summer can be a 

time of limited cash flow and our bills (like yours) 

take no holidays.  Thank you. 

PayPal now available 

If you wish to donate electronically for any reason, just go to the St. James website and 

click on the DONATE button.  This will allow you to select a payment method, amount and 

purpose. 

Tax Credit for Pledges.  Did you know that you may be able to take an itemized charitable 

deduction for your pledge payments to St James?  If you are pledging, you receive 

quarterly statements of your payments, along with a year-end statement for tax purposes. 
 

If you support our Parish with cash in the offering plate, we would be happy to give you a 

set of pledge envelopes for 2016 for your cash so we know whom to credit.  That way we 

can send you a quarterly report for taxes.  Please see Alma Peterson for details.  

Charitable Contribution—Tax Deduction 



Volume 11 Issue 7 THE NET Page 15 

Parish Financials 
ST JAMES CHURCH 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

June 13, 2017 
 

This report covers from January 1, 2017 through April 30, 2017. 
 

Total Income: 

Budgeted Amount:     $88.836 

Actual Amount:     $81,805 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:     $7,031 
 

The primary contributor to budget underrun is Pledge Income, which is $5,785 below the budgeted amount. 
 

Total Expenses: 

Budgeted Amount:    $136,220 

Actual Amount:               $121,060 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:      $15,160 
 

The primary contributor to this expenditure underrun is Clergy Benefits, which is $16,756 under the budgeted 

amount. 

 

Net Ordinary Income: 

 Total Income:     $81,805 

 Total Expenses:  $121,060 

 Net Ordinary Income:             - $39,255 

 Endowment Income Applied:   $47,400 

Net Income       $8,145 
 

Summary:  Through April 30, 2017 we are 8,145 ahead of where we expected to be based on our 2017 budget. 

Investment Summary: 

 Balance 12/31/2016:  $2,949,951 

 Balance 04/30/2017:  $3,046,445 

 Total Value Change:    - $96,494 

 Withdrawal 5%:      $47,400 

 Withdrawal-Loan Payment     $23,788 

Change Pre-Withdrawal:     $167,682 
 

Summary: Our pre-withdrawal investment value has increased by $167,682, about 5.7%, through April 30, 

2017.  After factoring in the 5% withdrawal and the withdrawal for the elevator repairs, our investments are up 

$96,494, about 3.3% through April 30. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Gerald F. Miller, Treasurer 
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