
 

 

July/August 2018 

 

My friends, 
 

As we move into these summer months and deeper into this season of Pentecost, I hope 

that the below prayer, written by the Christian mystic, Thomas Merton, might give you some 

comfort and support as we collectively walk this spiritual journey. I invite you, during your 

prayer time to sit with this prayer and let it wash over you.   
 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. 

I do not see the road ahead of me. 

I cannot know for certain where it will end. 

Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that 

I think I am following Your will does not mean that I am 

actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please You 

does in fact please you. 

And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 

I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 

And I know that, if I do this, You will lead me by the right road, 

though I may know nothing about it. 

Therefore I will trust You always though I may seem to be lost 

and in the shadow of death. 

I will not fear, for You are ever with me, 

and You will never leave me to face my perils alone. 
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The Net …  
 

is the newsletter of St. 

James Church, New 

London, Connecticut.  It is 

published eleven times a 

year (September through 

June and a summer issue) 

for the information and 

edification of St. James 

members and friends. 
 

Submissions are always 

welcome and should be 

submitted by the tenth of 

the month before 

publication.  While your 

submission is always 

welcome, we would 

prefer to receive it by 

e-mail or memory stick in 

Microsoft Word format. 
 

Please continue to  

forward your submissions 

to the church office or 

email them to: 
parishoffice@stjamesnl.org. 
 

We also welcome your 

comments and 

suggestions.  This is your 

newsletter. 
 

 

76 Federal Street 

New London CT 06320-6601 

860-443-4989 

www.stjamesnl.org 

 
Find us on  

Facebook: St James Episcopal Church 

 & 

Instagram: st_james_newlondon 

St. James’ Mission Statement 
We are a forward looking, multi-cultural  

and inclusive faith community,  

proclaiming and doing Christ’s work 

 of love and justice in the greater New London area  

and the world.  

 Approved at the April 10, 2018 Vestry meeting. 

Summer Schedule  
Sunday Worship Schedule: 
 

9:00 AM—one service during the month of July and August.  

During the summer, we will alternate between the 8:00 AM 

(Rite I), 10:00 AM (Rite II) and 5:00 PM Celtic Eucharist.  The 

schedule provides an opportunity for parishioners to 

worship together and also experience the different liturgies 

used during each service.  Following the service there will 

be a coffee hour in the courtyard—a time to socialize and 

get to know fellow parishioners. 
 

Because there is no church school over the summer 

months, children are encouraged to attend the service 

with their parents.  Children’s bulletins (for ages 3-12) are 

available at both entrances to the church.   
 

Sunday Parish Events—July/August 

July 1—Blessing of the Bikes.  Bring your bicycles, tricycles, 

skateboards and other human– powered wheeled vehicles 

for a blessing by Fr. Ranjit after the 9:00 AM service.  
 

July 22—Coffee Hour Conversation.  Come join fellow 

parishioners as we will share social media tips and 

best practices so all of us can be a part of the St. 

James social media outreach. The conversation will 

be held during the coffee hour after the 9:00 AM 

service.  Not sure how to use social media or don’t 

understand it, this time provides you an opportunity to 

understand it better and learn how to use it. 
 

July 29—Forum on The General Convention at 10:30 AM.   

 



 

 

Hear what the Spirit is Sayin . . . 

A mid-week Worship is offered during the summer on Wednesday evening at 5:30 PM 

starting July 18 in the Hallam Chapel. At 6:00 PM, we will watch a film closely related to the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ and its contextual connection to New London.    Please feel free to 

bring a dish to share for the potluck meal.  This will be led by Deacon Ellen and Fr. Ranjit. 

Parish Office Hours: 
 

The parish office is open each weekday from 9:30 AM—12:30 PM.    The parish office is 

closed during the afternoon hours when the staff will be working on special projects.  

Phone messages will be checked frequently.  

Summer Schedule continued 

Join in the fun by attending services at other parishes in the SE Region.  Simply attend a 

worship service at any (or all!) of the parishes in our region (listed on the poster in the Parish 

Hall), come back here, and add your visit to the corresponding church by putting a mark 

next to it.  At the end of the summer (September 3), these will be tallied and the church with 

the most attendance at other parishes wins…maybe even a prize!  

Southeastern Region 

Mark your calendars:  

Sunday, September 9, 2018 

Waterford Beach Park, Shelter #1 

12 Noon—Holy Eucharist (Contemporary) 

Picnic Potluck Lunch to follow 

More information will be available in the September issue  

of The NET along with sign up sheets and directions.  

Save the Date: 

In the hospital? Home-bound?  

Going into the hospital?   

Unable to make it to Church 

due to illness or immobility?  

We want to “be there” for 

you!  Please call the parish 

office at 860.443.4989 to  

inform us.  Health care laws 

prohibit hospitals and/or   

rehabilitation centers from 

sharing information about 

admissions. 
 

We will add you to our prayer 

list and arrange to bring you 

Holy Communion.  Also, if you 

are aware of parishioners who 

would like a visit, let us know! 

x-apple-data-detectors://3


 

 

July/August Birthdays 

JULY 

1 Bruce Patterson 

2 Patricia Sanders 

4 Marci Alborghetti 

4 Garry Brennan 

5 Carl Lee 

6 Paul Cascio 

7 Gena Scognamiglio 

10 Kendall Luddington 

12 Carol Patterson 

12 Shirley Evans 

13 Eliezer Monagas 

15 Andrea Griffin 

16 Charles Duffy 

18 Deborah Downes 

21 William Rae 

26 Barbara Sherman 

31 Anne Bingham 

 

AUGUST 

5 Catherine Rottinghaus 

6 Dan Ivey 

15 Kathryn Miller 

17 Alberta Mushalansky 

22 Mary White 

22 Michael Collins 

24 Carol Dooley 

25 Patricia Anderson 

25 Kim Bingham 

baptismal vows and so I 

will be doing courses with 

Ranjit that help us be 

agents of reconciliation.  I 

hope to facilitate  

community conversations 

on issues that are a  

concern to the citizens of 

New London.  I will  

continue my work at New 

Life Ministry of SECT, a  

re-entry program for  

women coming out of pris-

on which St. James helped 

create.  I am a mentor 

News from our Deacon 

25 Lillian Rosario 

30 Ellie Warren 

 

I am so happy to be back in 

New London and to be an  

official part of this faith  

community. Thank you for 

welcoming me enthusiastically.  

It means a lot. I wanted you to 

understand that I have been 

assigned to New London and 

not just St. James.  Ranjit will be 

my supervisor and all that I do 

will be connected to  

proclaiming the gospel in the 

world but my focus is the larger 

community.  I am unable to do 

the liturgical part of being a 

deacon because of mobility 

issues but I will be preaching 

quarterly and we may figure 

out a way for me to read the 

gospel and do the dismissal on 

occasion.  I will be worshipping 

once a month in other faith 

communities in the area.  

Christian formation is important 

in our ability to live out our  

and help with the admin-

istration of the program. I will 

continue to work at St.  

Francis House where I do 

various activities to support 

their mission of being a 

place of prayer, a house of 

hospitality and a center for 

peace and justice. This  

includes helping to plan a 

retreat; doing porch  

duty ,saying hello  and  

talking to the people 

passing by; and working with 

Centurion Ministries, an  

organization that works with 

people who have been 

wrongly convicted of a 

crime.  I enjoy talking to 

people about how they live 

out their faith and look  

forward and hope that we 

will have many great  

conversations on that topic. 
 

Deacon Ellen  



 

 

Senior Warden’s report 

 As Spring comes to an end 

and Summer begins the  

children at the "Drop In 

Learning Center" will be  

continuing their activities in 

our parish hall here at St. 

James. The students will also 

be taking a wide variety of 

field trips during the summer 

months which will include: art 

classes, swimming lessons, 

trips to the New London  

Library and fishing, all of 

which will hopefully be fun 

and educational! 
 

I recently spoke with Reona 

Dyess who  is the Executive 

Director at the D.I.L.C., and 

she believes that it is always 

important for the children to 

be " Learning" from every 

experience that they  

encounter.  

" Going on Vacation?   Get Yourself a Pen Pal! " 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Please contact Pat King 860.442.4918, tizzytaz27@gmail.com or Deanna 

Bossdorf at 860.437.3153, matjge6@gmail.com if you know someone who is 

in need of or would benefit from a prayer shawl or prayer cloth, a small 

rectangle with a prayer attached, good for those who are sick. Thanks! 

Reona also thought that it might 

be helpful for her students to  

become “Pen Pals" with some of 

our parishioners at St. James. 

She explained that by  

exchanging letters, the students 

would improve upon their  

reading and writing skills and 

possibly form new friendships 

with our members at the same 

time. Post cards sent while  

taking vacations could help the  

children pinpoint cities and 

states on the map! 
 

So If you have a little free time 

and want to help educate our 

friends in the D.I.L.C., please 

consider being a " Pen Pal" , a 

little effort on your part might 

make a world of difference in 

the  life of another ! 
 

Faithfully, 
 

Lori Sarkett 

Farewell dear friends…  
 

Victor Grosetti 

June 13, 2018 
 

Yvonne Lyles 

June 16, 2018 

mailto:tizzytaz27@gmail.com


 

 

St. James Supper Group 

The St. James Book Club will meet at La Luna Restaurant (located in the Holiday Inn) on 

Thursday, July 26 at 6:00 PM.  The book club will not meet during August but will resume in 

September. 
 

This month’s book selection will be Blue Smoke, by Nora Roberts and is currently on reserve 

at the New London Public Library.  Please bring your driver’s license and local library card 

to pick up the book.  If you have questions for the New London Public Library, please 

contact the reference desk at 860.447.1411. 
 

For more information about the book club or restaurant, please contact Lori Sarkett at 

860.287.5500 or lorisarketthne@gmail.com.  Meals and appetizers are available and pricing 

ranges from $5—$30 depending on the selection.   

Next Gathering: Captain Scott’s Lobster Dock 

                           80 Hamilton Street, New London 
 

Date: Thursday, July19 at 6:00 PM 

Deadline: Please contact Ellen in the parish office 

or Lori Sarkett at lorisarketthne@gmail.com or 

860.287.5500 by Tuesday, July 17. 

3rd Annual Lord’s Pantry Benefit Fundraiser 
Take me out to the ballpark …  

When: Friday,  August 17 

Where:  Dodd Stadium, Norwich (Fireworks) 

Time: 7:00 PM  
 

Please contact Lori Sarkett or Ellen in the parish office as 

soon as possible to reserve tickets.  Tickets are $20 each 

and a portion of the cost is returned to us to  purchase 

food items for the pantry.   
 

Carpooling is available from the church parking lot. 



 

 

Caring for Creation Committee 

our utility costs. This project will 

help reduce our carbon footprint, 

which is also achieved by buying 

local organic vegetables that use 

fewer resources for transportation 

and chemical fertilizers. Let's 

share in summer's bounty and get 

started on going solar!  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Benson, chair 

The Caring for Creation Committee 

is planning a Virtuous Veggies Sale 

during coffee hour after a couple of 

services this summer. We plan to 

purchase organic produce from 

Carol McCoy's family farm in 

Voluntown and from Hunts Brook 

Farm in Waterford, and then resell it 

to raise money towards the new 

roof needed for the Seabury Center 

to support solar panels and reduce 

The Social Media Committee is committed to spreading the word of our parish's good works 

and engaging our community in The Jesus Movement. You are a critical part of this! 
 

You will notice our wifi password posted around the church. We encourage everyone at 

church activities to pull out their phones, take photos or videos, do Facebook Live, or share 

your thoughts. 
 

Not sure how to do this? We will have Coffee Hour Conversation on Sunday, July 22nd to 

share social media tips and best practices so all of us can be a part of St. James social  

media outreach. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emma Palzere-Rae 

Social Media Committee 

Hats, Mittens, Scarves and Gloves 

Thank you to all the wonderful knitters.  You have done an outstanding job!  I am so 

blessed to have so many knitters.  However, I wish you would leave your name when you 

drop off your items so that I can thank you personally! 
 

The mission has also been blessed with a donation of yarn!  If you need yarn, please  

contact me at 860.440. 3427 and I will be delighted to show you what we have.  Also, if 

you need yarn for the prayer shawls, please help yourself. 
 

Sue Chojnacki 

Chair 



 

 

 

 

St. James Quilters 

Healing Prayer Workshop  

Our mission is to make quilts for the Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) Nurse Family Partnership 

(which cares for new mothers).  In May we presented six (6) quilts to the VNA. 
 

There will be no meetings in the summer months of July and August.  We will meet again in 

September on the second and fourth Thursday.  Our meetings are from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. each month.  You do not have to know how to quilt, our experienced quilters will 

gladly teach you.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact Mary Chartier at 

860. 443.0590. 
 

Margaret Murallo 

Member 

St. James Yoga Class  

There will be a healing prayer workshop on Saturday afternoon, July 14, 2018 from 2:00 -5:00 

PM.  Michele Kinrade will lead the workshop at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 232 Durham 

Rd. Madison, CT. The church phone number is 203.245.2584. The event will be held in Farmer 

Hall, the church’s undercroft. Signs will be posted for direction.  
 

The workshop will offer an introduction to healing prayer as it is practiced in many Episcopal 

churches. This is a good opportunity for those who would like to learn about the importance 

of developing a healing ministry within a congregation and how praying for each other can 

help deepen the spiritual lives of all involved. There will be a practical opportunity for  

everyone to experience praying for each other.   
 

Michele Kinrade has taught Christian healing prayer for many groups in numerous 

churches. She has been both a scientist and a chaplain. She believes that a healing prayer 

ministry can enhance the spirituality of any church by helping people to develop a  

growing trust in God and by deepening the bonds of love within a congregation.  In this 

workshop we will learn teaching skills needed to lead healing prayer.  
 

To register and carpooling call John Armstrong 203.536.1928. 



 

 

 

Start Fresh 
Latest Start Fresh Family Has Arrived 

 

On Wednesday, May 30th, Seema and her three children, Sana, Ihsan, and Masih, arrived at 

their new home, an attractive two-bedroom apartment in downtown New London.  Their 

amazing journey had taken this young family from their native Afghanistan to the United 

States via a refugee center in Pakistan, where they underwent a stringent three-year vetting 

by Department of State and Department of Homeland Security officials. 
 

Seema and her children join four other Start Fresh refugee families living in New London who 

have migrated from their own war-torn homelands, and are now putting down roots in 

America and successfully navigating the process which will lead them to permanent-

resident status and, if they wish, citizenship one day. 
 

Seema’s remarkable story is especially poignant because, at 24, she is a widow—an  

acutely difficult situation for a woman from a traditional culture—with three children age 6 

and 5 (the older two are twins), none of whom speaks English.  And yet here they are,  

having negotiated thousands of miles, numerous time zones, unfamiliar languages, and the 

prospect of utter culture shock. 
 

Settling into their new home, however, could not have come about without the work of  

several organizations like Start Fresh, whose warmhearted and selfless volunteers made it 

happen.  Here is a brief synopsis of how Start Fresh families arrive and take up new lives in 

New London. 
 

First, as mentioned above, is the rigorous vetting process in the transitional country.  Once 

families have been granted refugee status, the umbrella group Episcopal Migration  

Ministries (similar in mission to Catholic Charities) becomes the interface with relevant 

government agencies and the starting point for placing families throughout the U.S.  Then 

IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services) takes the handoff and works with local 

associate groups like Start Fresh to find housing and do the preparatory work and follow-up 

essential to enabling the newcomers to successfully matriculate into American society.   

After arrival, usually at JFK Airport, Start Fresh clients are transferred to New Haven by  

members of IRIS.  There they are met by Start Fresh volunteers and driven to their new 

homes in New London. 
 

It is this last step that is possible only because of the dedicated army of volunteers who 

come forward to provide services from pre-arrival to a year following resettlement.  A few of 

the tasks Start Fresh volunteers undertake are: preparing the apartments for arriving families; 

assisting, according to their particular skill sets, with language acquisition, filing for necessary 

documents, school placement, job search, healthcare and legal assistance; driving parents 

and children to various appointments and activities; and helping with shopping.  And that’s 

the short list! 
 

If you would like to be a part of this good work, speak with Ron Ward after Sunday morning 

service, or email him at Startfreshct@gmail.com.  At a time when our national policymakers 

have withheld the hand of welcome, we as a community must do everything we can to 

extend that hand, and to help our new neighbors, in the words of the IRIS mission  

mailto:Startfreshct@gmail.com


 

 

 

Start Fresh cont’d 

New Banner 

Don’t let your pledge go on vacation when you do.  Please  

remember that St. James continues praying, worshipping and  

doing our many ministries, even when you are out of town.  The 

summer can be a time of limited cash flow and our bills (like yours) 

take no holidays.  Thank you. 

Reminder …  

statement, “establish new lives, regain hope, and contribute to the vitality of Connecticut’s 

communities” [emphasis mine]. 
 

On Saturday, June 9th, at a “Sharing Ramadan” event at Connecticut College, sponsored 

by the Islamic Center of New London and the Council on American Islamic Relations, 

Seema, Sana, Ihsan and Masih were present for the service and the feast following iftar.  This 

is a beautiful family who seemed to be relaxed and enjoying the warm camaraderie of al-

most 200 other participants, language barriers notwithstanding.  They’re going to do just fi-

ne! 
 

Anne Carr Bingham,  

Start Fresh Volunteer 



 

 

Parish Financials 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

June 5, 2018 
 

This report covers from January 1, 2018 to April 30, 2018. 
 

Total Income: 

Budgeted Amount:              $87,503 

Actual Amount:                         $93,058 

Amount Actual is Over Budget:                         $5,555 
 

Total Expenses: 

Budgeted Amount:      $142,383 

Actual Amount:                        $136,084 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:         $6,299 
 

Net Ordinary Income: 

Total Income:                            $93,058 

Total Expenses:                                    $136,084  

Net Ordinary Income:                                    -$43,026 

Endowment Income Applied                   $54,888 

Net Income                                          $11,862 
 

Summary:  As of April 30, 2018, we are $11,862 ahead of where expected to be based on   

our 2018 budget. 
 

Investment Summary: 

 Balance 12/31/2017:              $3,306,459 

 Balance 04/30/2018:              $3,243,993 

 Total Value Change:                            -$62,466 

 Withdrawal 5%:                      $54,888 

 Change Pre-Withdrawal:          - $7,578 
 

Summary: Our pre-withdrawal investment value has decreased by $7,578, about 0.2%, 

through April 30, 2018.  After factoring in the 5% withdrawal, our investments are down 

$62,466, about 1.9% through April. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Gerald F. Miller, Treasurer 
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July and August 

Sunday Worship is at 9:00 AM 

Beginning July 18—Wednesday Evening Worship is at 5:30 PM with a 

potluck supper and film following the service. 


