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June 2017 

The Net 

St .  James Episcopal  Church 

St. James’ Mission Statement 
 

St. James is called to serve God, Christ, and the community of Greater New London. 
 

 

From The Rector’s Desk 
My friends, I greet you in the Name of Jesus of Nazareth.  I greet you, as your new Rector, 
one who wants to co-create with you on the building of the Reign of God here in New 
London. It is so exciting for me to write those words.   
 
My family and I moved to New London on May 1 and have received all of our belongings 
from the cross-country move. It’s been a whirlwind of emotion over the past couple of 
months; but Johanna, Dhruv and I are so glad that we are finally here and moved into the 
Rectory. In fact, we “broke” the Rectory in with a small party for Dhruv’s 5th birthday on May 
20.  Johanna’s maternal and paternal aunts live close by, and they have offered a good 
deal of support during this transition time. All this to say – we are finally here and we are 
glad for it!   
 
And I had the great joy of officiating  at the service and celebrating the Eucharist this past 
Sunday (May 21) and that was a wonderful joy. I know you all know this – but St. James is a 
beautiful Church. Just beautiful. I feel so honored to celebrate the Eucharist from such a 
sacred and historic space. Thank you very much for the gracious welcome that you offered 
to Johanna, Dhruv and me on Sunday.  We felt the warmth of that embrace. 
 
You have been waiting a long time for a new Rector, and I’m happy that moment has 
finally come. I am looking forward to sharing ministry with you all and sharing the love of 
God both within the parish and out on the streets of New London. This is very exciting to me, 
and I hope it is for you as well.   I believe our collective discernment was a call from God, 
and let’s pray that the Holy Spirit will lead us all into deeper communion with God in Jesus 
Christ.  A sincere and big thank you to the search committee, and to the Vestry for your 
care throughout this whole process and for that wonderful reception this past Sunday. A 
special thanks to Ellen Merrill, our faithful parish administrator, for her care and support in 
helping me to transition.  Another special thanks to the Altar Guild for gifting me with a new 
alb which I broke in on Sunday morning. And indeed, a sincere thank you to Canon Bob 
Miner for his steady hand during this interim period. 
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The Net …  
 

is the newsletter of St. 
James Church, New 
London, Connecticut.  It is 
published eleven times a 
year (September through 
June and a summer issue) 
for the information and 
edification of St. James 
members and friends. 
 

Submissions are always 
welcome and should be 
submitted by the tenth of 
the month before 
publication.  While your 
submission is always 
welcome, we would 
prefer to receive it by e-
mail or memory stick in 
Microsoft Word format. 
 

Please continue to  
forward your submissions 
to the church office or 
email them to: 
parishoffice@stjamesnl.org. 
 

We also welcome your 
comments and 
suggestions.  This is your 
newsletter. 
 
 

76 Federal Street 
New London CT 06320-6601 

860-443-4989 
www.stjamesnl.org 

 
 
 

 

My friends, I am here to listen to the incredible wisdom of 
this parish, to pay attention to the movement of the Spirit 
and to greet friends in the Name of Jesus Christ.  We are 
living in some very difficult and polarizing times, and it’s 
important, now more than ever, to witness and make a 
joyful noise for our Lord and Savior; to lift a clarion call and 
be mid-wives to the Jesus Movement.  A movement of 
love, peace, justice and the reconciling love of Jesus Christ. 
 

My vision, my friends, is to follow Jesus out into New London, 
and more broadly into the world.  To embody and witness 
the love of God, and hopefully draw more people into 
God’s divine embrace.  That’s the call and the opportunity 
before us. The question is, are we bold enough to move in 
this direction and seize this incredible call? 
 

Let’s take some risks on behalf of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
But you might ask me, what does that mean? It means not 
being afraid to leave our comfort zone; it means the “E 
word,” that dreaded word for Episcopalians, “evangelism.” 
Evangelism just means sharing your faith story of how you 
love God and have felt drawn towards the divine.  There 
are people outside of our doors who are burdened by 
incredibly difficult circumstances, and we can share what 
we have been given, in solidarity with them.   
 

I know it is far easier to mouth the words of Jesus of 
Nazareth; but it’s difficult to actually embody his 
words.  There is no doubt in my mind that there is something 
life giving about actually doing the work.  Let’s encourage 
each other to follow the life of Jesus, to live out the claim of 
our Savior when he said in Luke 4:18, “the Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has appointed me to speak good 
words to the poor, freedom for the prisoners, sight to the 
blind and to set the oppressed free.”    
 
Amen and amen. 
 
Faithfully, 
 

Fr. Ranjit 

  The Rector’s Desk cont’d 



Volume 11 Issue 6 THE NET Page 3 

Pentecost 
 

The Holy Spirit in God’s name 
took wing from Heaven at Pentecost. 

The Apostles’ mouths were touched by flame 
as breathing fire the Spirit came. 

And while they spoke, all understood— 
each in his tongue—the Gospel’s Word. 

Thus earth and sky with fire arrayed: 
the Church was born that festal day. 

 
Anne Carr Bingham 

New contact information 
 

Ellen Merrill               parishoffice@stjamesnl.org 
 

Fr. Ranjit K. Mathews    Rector@st.jamesnl.org 

Vestry Notes 
The Vestry met on Wednesday, May 10.  The following items were discussed: (1) In 
preparation for Fr. Ranjit’s arrival, the Rectory is being prepared as well as the moving of 
the Rector’s office to where the Rector’s Parlor was located. (2) During Dennis McCarthy’s 
absence, Diana Cortes will increase her duties and Diane Theis has been hired to fulfill the 
temporary position as Sexton. (3) The front steps to the Church will be repaired/redesigned, 
after which railings will be installed.    

Thank you to everyone for your prayers, meals,  visits, lovely cards 
and continued support. 

God Bless, 

Dennis McCarthy and Vicki Matthew 

Thank you 
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6 Andrew Aspinwall/Lake 

7 Walter Chojnacki 

7 Arlene Hislop 

8 Jean Rogers 

11 Baylee Gagnier 

12 Charles Reyburn 

13 Pandora Barnwell 

13 Anne Scheibner 

15 Emma Palzere-Rae 

16 Otelia Locke 

16 Devin Deremer 

16 Damani Thomas 

19 Marianna Wilcox 

19 George Jagger 

24 Reid Burdick 

24  Skylar Shapiro 

30 Edwin Roberts 

30 Janae Jones 

 

Congratulations Nancy and David Higgins 
on their marriage 

May 16, 2017 

June Birthdays 
The names on this list reflect the information as recorded in the Church Database.  Is your 
name (or a family member’s name) missing?  If so, please contact the parish office and provide 
us with the accurate information! 

Friday, June 16, 2017 at 6:00 PM 
On The Waterfront Restaurant 

250 Pequot Avenue, New London 
  

Please join us for fun, food, and fellowship!  Rides are avail-
able and encouraged.  Please contact Lori Sarkett at 
860.701.0481 or Ellen in the parish office at 860.443.4989 by 
Wednesday, June 14 to confirm your reservation. 

June Supper Group Event 
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CHICKEN BARBECUE  
WR�*2��� 

;͙Žƌ�ƐƚĂǇ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ͛Ě�ůŝŬĞͿ 
ZĂŝŶ�Žƌ�^ŚŝŶĞ�Ăƚ 
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Great Food   Fun   Music         
Yummy Desserts &  

Bake sale table 
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0LVVLRQ 

 
 

7LFN� HWV� DYDLODEOH�E\�FDOOLQJ�WKH�SDULVK�RIILFH�DW�������������� 
GXULQJ�QRUPDO�RIILFH�KRXUV�RU�DW�WKH�EDUEHFXH� 

+H\���/HW¶V�
JR���/RWV�RI�
IXQ�DQG�

JUHDW�IRRG� 
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Spring Handbell Concert  
Saturday, June 3 – 7:00 PM  

 Saint James Episcopal Church  
 

Shoreline Ringers, a community handbell choir based in Southeastern Connecticut, awes 
and inspires audiences with their ringing. Under the direction of Jane Nolan, this dynamic 
group is dedicated to musical excellence and handbell education through exciting and 
uplifting performances of secular and popular music, which includes a variety of tech-
niques and rhythms that promise pleasure and fun for all.  
 

www.shorelineringers.org  
 

A free will offering will be collected to help aid future  
Music on Whale Oil Row programs.  

 Following the concert, a reception to greet the singers 
 will be held in the parish hall. 

American Guild of Organists (AGO)  

Organ Recital by  
Benjamin Henderson 

Friday, June 2 at 7:00 PM 
Saint James Episcopal Church  

 

The local chapter of the American Guild of Organists is sponsoring Benjamin Henderson in 
an organ recital at St. James on Friday, June 2, 2017.   
 

Parishioners of St. James may remember Benjamin as the excellent teen-aged organist 
who played for two services last summer and amazed us with his talent.  Ben has just 
completed his first year as an organ student at Eastman School of  Music, Rochester, New 
York.  
 

Come hear this outstanding young musician on our fine organ!  The recital is free and open 
to the public.  A reception by the AGO will follow in the parish hall. 
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Giant Parking Lot Yard/Tag Sale 
 sponsored by The Jumble Shoppe  

to benefit the Ecuador Mission Network  
 Saturday,  July1 from 9:00 AM—3:00 PM 

 

 

Are you spring cleaning and gathering up things you no longer use or want?  Bring them in 
to the Jumble Shoppe on Tuesdays or Saturdays during open hours of 10:00 AM  to 1:00 PM 
or call Dorothy at 860.447.2896 for other arrangements.  We are planning to once again 
hold a gigantic parking lot tag sale on Saturday, July 1, from 9:00 AM to around 3:00 PM.  
The sales from the tag sale and inside the store that day will be given to our Ecuador 
Mission team for their planned trip in August.  Small household items may be brought at any 
time.  If you have furniture or other large items to donate, please contact me to make 
arrangements, as our storage space is limited. 
 
The shop welcomes Pat Saunders as a new volunteer.  Pat winters in Florida, where she 
works in the thrift shop of her Episcopal parish there.  We are grateful for her experience 
and ideas!  As always, we welcome help at any time, whether on a weekly or once-in-
awhile basis. 
 
We have recently adopted a new mission outreach:  Trinity School in Hartford.  This is a 
tuition-free school offering a fine educational program to urban children.  We continue to 
support a school in rural South Africa run by Holy Cross Monastery, as well as many other 
church missions and community social service agencies.  Thank you for your continued 
support of this, our parish’s major mission outreach endeavor. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Dorothy Sieburg, 
Manager 
 

Jumble Shoppe News 
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In the hospital?  Home-bound?  Going into the hospital?  Unable 
to make it to church due to illness or immobility?  We want to “be 
there” for you!  Please call the parish office at 860.443.4989 to 
inform us.  Health care laws prohibit hospitals and/or 
rehabilitation centers from sharing information about admissions.  
We will arrange a pastoral visit or for Holy Communion to be 
brought to you.   Also, if you are aware of another who would like 
a visit, let us know! 

Let us know …  

Would you like prayers said for the 
health of a loved one?  Would you 
or someone you know like prayer 
support during a particularly 
challenging time of life?  Do you 
want to offer special thanks for a 
new grandchild or other joyous 
event? 
 
St. James Prayer Chain would be 
happy to pray with you.  The group 
prays for the people included in 
the Prayers of the People each 
Sunday.  We also pray for those who 
are listed in our Morning Prayer 

Journal found in the Narthex on 
Sundays.  Please call Grace Barnum 
at 860.235.8701 to add name(s).  It is 
up to you how specific you make the 
prayer request.  You can simply give 
us a name or more information about 
what they need prayers for, as you 
see fit. The people in the Prayer Chain 
keep all information confidential. 
 
Please speak to Grace Barnum if you 
would like to assist with this ministry by 
by becoming  a “pray-er”. 

Prayer Chain Ministry 

 

Our mission is to make quilts for the children at the Covenant Shelter and for the Visiting 
Nurses Association (VNA) Nurse Family Partnership (which cares for new mothers).  We 
presented the VNA with two beautiful baby quilts last month. 
 
Our meetings are on the second and fourth Thursday of the month from 10:00 AM to 2:00 
PM.  New members are always welcome.  You do not have to know how to quilt; our 
experienced quilters will be more than happy to teach you.  If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact Mary Chartier at 860.443.0590. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret Murallo 

St. James Quilters 
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Each Sunday we adorn the Altar with flowers (except during Lent), 
light a sanctuary candle, and consume bread and wine.  The altar 
guild pays for these from gifts given by members, families and friends 
of St. James.  If you would like to assist one week, an altar flower 
donation is $45; sanctuary candle, $5; and, communion wine or 

communion wafers, $10.  Your donation can be made as a memorial honoring someone 
deceased, or as a thank-offering to celebrate a birthday, anniversary or other special event 
in your life.  Contact the parish office or an altar guild member for more information. 
 

As always, more than one person can make their offering in any given week.  If you’d like 
more information, speak to any member of the altar guild or contact the parish office. 

Some Giving Opportunities 

Vestry’s Stewardship Statement 
The Episcopal Church teaches the biblical tithe as the standard of stewardship.  The Vestry 
of St. James believe that they and all parishioners strive to understand and meet that goal 
as they personally are able.        

Tax Credit for Pledges.  Did you know that you may be able to take an itemized charitable 
deduction for your pledge payments to St James?  If you are pledging, you receive 
quarterly statements of your payments, along with a year-end statement for tax purposes. 
 
If you support our Parish with cash in the offering plate, we would be happy to give you a 
set of pledge envelopes for 2017 for your cash so we know whom to credit.  That way we 
can send you a quarterly report for taxes.  Please see Alma Peterson for details.  

Charitable Contribution—Tax Deduction 

,I�\RX�PDNH�SXUFKDVHV�RQ�$PD]RQ�FRP��SOHDVH�VHOHFW�WKH� 
$PD]RQ�6PLOH��KWWS���VPLOH�DPD]RQ�FRP�KRPHSDJH�LQVWHDG�RI�
DPD]RQ�FRP���<RX�ZLOO�EH�SURPSWHG�WR�VHOHFW�D�FKDULW\�WR� 
VXSSRUW�DQG�6W��-DPHV�LV�QRZ�RQH�RI�WKRVH�FKRLFHV���3OHDVH�
VFUROO�GRZQ�WKH�OLVW�WR�SDJH���DQG�VHOHFW�6W��-DPHV��1HZ� 
/RQGRQ���$�VPDOO�FRQWULEXWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�E\�$PD]RQ�FRP�

Support St. James on Amazon Smile! 



Volume 11 Issue 6 THE NET Page 11 

 

Parish Financials 
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7KLV�UHSRUW�FRYHUV�IURP�-DQXDU\���������WKURXJK�0DUFK���������� 
 
7RWDO�,QFRPH� 
%XGJHWHG�$PRXQW�   ��������� 
$FWXDO�$PRXQW�   ��������� 
$PRXQW�$FWXDO�LV�8QGHU�%XGJHW� ��������� 
 

7KH�SULPDU\�FRQWULEXWRU�WR�EXGJHW�XQGHUUXQ�LV�3OHGJH�,QFRPH��ZKLFK�LV��������EHORZ�WKH�EXGJHWHG�DPRXQW� 
 

7RWDO�([SHQVHV� 
%XGJHWHG�$PRXQW�   ��������� 
$FWXDO�$PRXQW�  ���������������������� 
$PRXQW�$FWXDO�LV�8QGHU�%XGJHW� ����������� 
 
7KH�SULPDU\�FRQWULEXWRU�WR�WKLV�H[SHQGLWXUH�XQGHUUXQ�LV�&OHUJ\�%HQHILWV��ZKLFK��LV���������XQGHU�WKH�EXGJHWHG�
DPRXQW� 
 

1HW�2UGLQDU\�,QFRPH� 
 7RWDO�,QFRPH�   ���������� 
 7RWDO�([SHQVHV�  ���������� 
 1HW�2UGLQDU\�,QFRPH� ������������-��������� 
 (QGRZPHQW�,QFRPH�$SSOLHG� ���������� 

1HW�,QFRPH   -���������� 
 

6XPPDU\���7KURXJK�0DUFK����������ZH�DUH��������EHKLQG�ZKHUH�ZH�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�EDVHG�RQ�RXU������
EXGJHW� 
 
,QYHVWPHQW�6XPPDU\� 
 %DODQFH������������  ���������� 
 %DODQFH������������  ���������� 
 7RWDO�9DOXH�&KDQJH� ����������������������� 
 :LWKGUDZDO����  ������������ 
 :LWKGUDZDO-(OHYDWRU�5HSDLU��������������� 
 &KDQJH�3UH-:LWKGUDZDO�� ����������� 

 
6XPPDU\��2XU�SUH-ZLWKGUDZDO�LQYHVWPHQW�YDOXH�LQFUHDVHG�E\�����������DERXW��������WKURXJK�0DUFK������������
$IWHU�IDFWRULQJ�LQ�WKH����ZLWKGUDZDO�DQG�WKH�ZLWKGUDZDO�IRU�WKH�HOHYDWRU�UHSDLUV��RXU�LLQYHVWPHQWV�DUH�XS�
���������DERXW������WKURXJK�0DUFK���� 
 
5HVSHFWIXOO\�VXEPLWWHG� 
 
*HUDOG�)��0LOOHU 
7UHDVXUHU 

  



Page 12 THE NET Volume 11 Issue 6 1RQ-3URILW�2UJDQL]DWLRQ 
8�6��3RVWDJH�3DLG 
1HZ�/RQGRQ��&7������� 
3HUPLW�1R����� 

6W��-DPHV�(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK 
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1HZ�/RQGRQ��&7�������-���� 

3RVWPDVWHU���7LPH�6HQVLWLYH�0DWHULDO��SOHDVH�GHOLYHU�LPPHGLDWHO\� 
$''5(66�6(59,&(�5(48(67('� 

 
 
Happy  
Father’s Day!  

June 18 


