
 

 

June 2018 

It’s Kairos time  
“We are at a Kairos moment as a country and as a faith community.” This quote was shared 

by The Very Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, who was the speaker at our Episcopal Church of 

Connecticut’s clergy conference.  Kairos in the Greek means a propitious or important time.  

It’s a time when the Church can lean into being the Church, instead of just a lumbering 

institution. Dr. Douglas also said that on the whole, at this present moment, we as Christians 

have not stood up for what it means to be a follower of Jesus. She went on to say to us, the 

gathered clergy, “it doesn’t matter how many people are in the pews….that (growth) will 

take care of itself, when we decide to follow Jesus.”  These quotes shook my spiritual world, 

and I wonder if they are doing that to yours, as well?   
 

What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus? I think this is an important question, especially 

as we seek to contextualize the Gospel for New London here in 2018.  If we remember Jesus 

at the onset of his ministry traveled to the temple, unfurled the scroll from the prophet Isaiah 

and read:  
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 

My friends what if we were to lean into our baptized ministry, and assume the high calling 

that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ has pressed upon our hearts. If you were to take this 

scriptural verse and make it real for your life, what would it look like? I want to invite you to 

dig deep on this question, as our country is witnessing a surge of hate and vitriol that is new, 

at least in my lifetime. The world needs more of what we can offer, as people of faith, as 

people who strive to follow Jesus Christ out onto the streets of greater New London and the 

world.  
 

One of the many other truths that Dr. Douglas shared with us, was that there is a gap 

between the Realm of God that we supposedly desire, and where we are now. That may 
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seem altogether obvious, and yet we forget that we have 

been baptized into Jesus Christ and have been given the 

gift of the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth. We as the Body 

of Christ, are the hands and feet of Jesus. We are the ones 

we have been waiting for, and we need to step into our 

prayers and be empowered to live out our high calling.  
 

My friends as we dig deep into these questions and how we 

might live into the Jesus Manifesto and what that looks like in 

our lives as Christians, may we have the strength to step into 

the promise and power of our calling. Our world needs 

nothing less.  It’s Kairos time! 
 

In peace, 
 

Ranjit 

 It’s Kairos time cont’d 

Sunday Parish Events—June 

Mid-week Holy Eucharist  

and Bible Study 
A mid-week Holy Eucharist is offered each Wednesday at 

12:30 PM in the Hallam Chapel.  Bible study follows the 

service in the Hallam Lounge and is led by Deacon Ellen. 

Ideas for a new  

newsletter title??? 
If you have a suggestion for a new name, please contact 

Ellen in the parish office or Fr. Ranjit.  A final name will be 

selected during the summer.  Special prizes will be 

awarded!   

June 3—Celebration of The Rev. Dana Capasso Stivers.  

We bid her farewell and wish her Godspeed as she begins 

the next chapter of her ministry.  

 
June 24—6th Annual Chicken Barbecue Ecuador Mission 

Fundraiser after the 10:00 AM service “To Go” meals are 

available after the 8:00 AM service. 



 

 

Congratulations Confirmands 

Caleb Sieburg, 

 JoJo Carter,  

Cindy Zheng,  

Ethan Mathanool  

and Evie Mathanool  

were confirmed  

by Bishop Ian Douglas    

on Saturday, May 5  

at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

 in Niantic  

St. James’ Mission Statement 
We are a forward looking, multi-cultural  

and inclusive faith community,  

proclaiming and doing Christ’s work 

 of love and justice in the greater New London area  

and the world.  

 Approved at the April 10, 2018 Vestry meeting. 

Vestry Highlights 
At the May 1st Vestry Meeting, a vote was taken to become a member of the Interreligious 

Eco-Justice Network IREJN.  A donation of $250.00 would also be made to IREJN.  Fr. Ranjit 

announced that there will be a new Eucharistic service to be held in Hallam Chapel on 

Wednesdays at 12:30 PM.  Also a grant of $1,800.00 was received from the Episcopal 

Church to further bridge and mentor young students using music and Hip-hop dancing.   

A window in the bell tower has been broken that has allowed the birds to fly in. Quotes from 

hazmat companies are being acquired to clean this area.  In the coming weeks, Tuesdays, 

on Atlantic Broadband , Channel 25, Fr. Ranjit will be hosting a cable show entitled, “Runnin 

with Ranjit” having guest speakers to cultivate our faith as a lens to engage current social 

issues. 
 

Ann Burdick, 

Parish Clerk 



 

 

Stewardship 
St. James Trivia Quiz 
 

On Sunday May 6, after the 10:00 AM Eucharist, a group of stalwart St. James parishioners 

met at coffee hour to challenge their knowledge of both the recent and distant past of our 

parish. St. James is the oldest Anglican congregation in the United States and one of the 

three oldest congregations of any kind in our country.  All of the quiz’s 15 questions were 

answered correctly, but not by any one person. (This fact made the quiz creator very happy 

as her goal was to stump everyone at least once.) Sweets from the Cake Lady, Michael’s 

ice cream and Gumdrops and Lollipops gift cards were awarded to first place winner, 

Dorothy Sieberg, and the two 2nd place winners Katherine Brighty and Kathy Miller. 
 

But you may be asking what such a quiz has to do with stewardship. Why did the 

stewardship team sponsor this activity? There are as many reasons as there were folks there 

on May 6.  As a parish we have been trying to broaden our understanding of stewardship as 

well as to discover more places in our life together which require the mutual care and 

focused attention of good stewards. Enjoying facts about our past, even though some may 

seem obscure or trivial, helps us understand from whence we have come. Are we the same 

out-spoken, hold-the-party-line-against-rebellion folks that Bishop Seabury himself was?  Do 

we engage in the kind of stewardship that Robert Hallam did when he boldly eulogized a 

freed slave in the mid 1850’s who had been until his death a regular communicant at St. 

James?  
 

We care for one another in many ways in our church community. We must continue to 

explore our sense of stewardship by getting to know each other more deeply and lovingly.  

Events like the St. James Trivia Game give us the opportunity to connect not only with our 

 

(and all other Human-powered wheels) 

Sunday, July 1, 2018 

10:30 AM 

St. James Episcopal Church, 76 Federal Street  

New London, CT 

Kids of all ages are welcome! 

Have a safe and blessed summer! 



 

 

 

Midday Relaxation Practice—June 5 

On Tuesday, June 5, come to the Parlor at 12:15 PM and practice slowing down and learn 

to relax during this free 30-minute practice of breathing, movement and contemplation.  

No experience necessary, just a desire to become more calm amidst the fluctuations of life. 
 

Tricia McAvoy is the owner of Blissworks Yoga in New London and has been leading groups 

since 2000 in healing practices. 

St. James Yoga and Meditation Group 

All are welcome to attend a gentle yoga class at St. James and create inner peace and 

calm through breathing exercises, meditation and gentle yoga poses. We have fun, too!!! 

 

St. James gentle yoga class is for every-body.   Bring your mat (mats will be available).  Our 

time together will start with sharing a favorite poem or prayer. Then, a short centering 

meditation followed by gentle yoga poses. All will be encouraged to do what they feel is 

right for their body and simply enjoy!!  
 

Lead by:  
 

Nancy Higgins and Karla Umland 

(Nancy is a  certified yoga teacher from Blissworks here in New London)  

 

When: Join us during the month of June on Saturday, June 2 and June 23 at 8:30 AM. 

Come join me at a Community Conversation about how people of faith can respond to 

Mass Incarceration on June 17,2018 at 1:00 PM at 66 Union Street. Lunch will be provided at 

12:30 PM. Members of the First Congregational Church of New London will host the event.  

Rev. Marilyn B. Hendrix, one of the co-authors of The Justice Imperative: How Hyper 

Incarceration Highjacked the American Dream will speak.  This book, published in 2014, 

includes some staggering facts about race disparities in our criminal justice system.  While 1 

out of 17 white men and 1 out of 111 white women in CT are imprisoned, 1 out of 3 black 

men and 1 out of 18 black women go to prison.  This does not reflect the percentages of 

either group that is accused of a crime.  The reasons for these discrepancies will be 

discussed.   
 

St. James supports New Life Ministry of SECT which offers housing and support to women 

coming out of prison so that they can make a successful transition back into our 

communities and not return to prison. 
 

Deacon Ellen 

An Opportunity to Practice Civil Discourse 



 

 

St. James Supper Group 

The St. James Book Club will meet at La Luna Restaurant (located in the 

Holiday Inn) on Thursday, June 21 at 6:00 PM. 
 

This month’s book selection will be Gifts from the Sea, by Anne Morrow 

Lindburgh and is currently on reserve at the New London Public Library.  

Please bring your driver’s license and local library card to pick up the 

book.  If you have questions for the New London Public Library, please 

contact the reference desk at 860.447.1411. 
 

For more information about the book club or restaurant, please contact 

Lori Sarkett at 860.287.5500 or lorisarketthne@gmail.com.  Meals and 

appetizers are available and pricing ranges from $5—$30 depending on 

the selection.   

Next Gathering: On the Waterfront Restaurant 
                           250 Pequot Avenue, New London 
 

Date: Thursday, June 29 at 6:00 PM 
 

Deadline: Please contact Ellen in the parish office or Lori 
Sarkett at 860.287.5500 or lorisarketthne@gmail.com by 
4:30 PM on Wednesday, June 27. 

 

Caring for Creation Potluck/Movie Night 

St. James Book Club 

Caring for Creation Committee 

potlucks!  The film, Chasing Ice, a 

documentary about climate 

change, will be shown on our flat 

screen TV in the parlor immediately 

following dinner.  Please join us for 

delicious food and a beautiful and 

thought-provoking film. 
 

We meet again on Thursday, June 

14 at 5:30 PM.  Please join us! If you 

have questions, please contact 

Judy Benson at moss153@att.net. 

The Caring for Creation committee 

is sponsoring its second vegetarian 

potluck and film night on 

Wednesday, June 6.   Bring your 

favorite non-meat dish to share and 

join us in the parlor at 6:00 PM.  

Don’t worry if you don’t cook 

vegetarian dishes.  Bring some rolls 

and butter, a dessert or a cold drink 

to share, or just bring yourself.  

There’s always plenty of food at our 



 

 

The names on this list reflect the information as recorded in the church database.  Is your name (or a family 

member’s name) missing?  If so, please contact the parish office and provide us with the accurate 

information! 

7 Walter Chojnacki 

7 Arlene Hislop 

8 Jean Rogers 

11 Baylee Gagnier 

12 Charles Reyburn 

13 Pandora Barnwell 

13 Anne Scheibner 

15 Emma Palzere-Rae 

17 Ellen Bowlin 

19 George Jagger 

24 Reid Burdick 

30 Edwin Roberts 

30 Edwin Roberts 

The spring concert of the New London Community Orchestra 

features young musicians from the orchestra’s free lessons 

program performing “You’ll Be Back” from the popular musical 

“Hamilton,” as well as Beethoven’s iconic “Ode to Joy.” 
 

The full orchestra celebrates  Franz Schubert with two of his 

works: “Symphony No. 5” and the “Rosamunde 

Overture.” 
 

New London Community Orchestra 

June Birthdays 

The Drop-In Learning Center Invitation 

The Center: A Drop-In Community Learning  

& Resource Center, Inc. cordially invites you to attend 

 “A glimpse into a day at the  Drop” presentation 
 

Wednesday, June 6 from 6:00—7:00 PM 

St. James Episcopal Church,  

76 Federal Street 

 RSVP by Friday, May 25 to 860.442.4466 



 

 

 

 

Everything you can imagine (maybe even a kitchen sink) … 

household items, sports equipment, clothing, furniture,  

books, toys, jewelry, paintings and more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sponsored by the Jumble Shoppe  

of St. James Episcopal Church, 

  76 Federal Street, New London      
                                                     

SATURDAY, JUNE 16 from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM (inside and out; rain or shine) 
 

Everyone can pitch in and support this great ministry event:  
 

1. Check around your home for those interesting items that would be just right 

for the tag sale AND bring them to the Jumble Shoppe on Saturday, June 9 

or Tuesday, June 12 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  Need a different time to 

drop off?  Or really large item?  Please call Dorothy Sieburg at 860.710.1649 

to arrange other time or assistance.   
 
 

2. Also really needed:   A couple of hours :  Friday night set-up, Saturday                                

morning set-up, Saturday shift assisting shoppers, Saturday clean-up.  Watch 

for a sign-up sheet or call Dorothy at 860.710.1649. 
 

Giant Tag Sale Festival 

http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-pc5ypyMcB


 

 

Our mission is to make quilts for the 

Visiting Nurse Association  (VNA) 

Nurse Family Partnership (which 

cares for new mothers).  Our 

meetings are on the second and 

fourth Thursday of the month from 

10:00 A.M.to 2:00 PM.  New 

members are always welcome. 
 

On June 10th the St. James quilters 

will be selling some of their beautiful 

quilts after the morning services. 

St. James Quilters 

Sunday, June 24—Chicken Barbecue   

6th Annual Ecuador Mission Trip Fundraiser 
 

Meals are served from 11:30 AM—1:00 PM 

(OR “to go” is available right after 8:00 AM service  

for the early birds) 
 

Parishioners, Friends & Neighbors – Come, sit down, and enjoy  

our 6th Annual Community Chicken Barbecue –rain or shine 
 

St. James Episcopal Church, 76 Federal Street, New London, CT 
 

Come enjoy great food, fun, fellowship, music and bake sale. 

All proceeds benefit the regional Ecuador Mission trip this summer. 

$10.00 donation provides support to the Ecuador Mission 

Tickets are available in the parish office during office hours or at the door. 

 

The proceeds will go towards 

purchasing air conditioning 

for the parlor and choir 

room.   If you have any 

questions, please feel free to 

contact Mary Chartier at 

860.443.0590.  Hope to see 

everyone there. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Margaret Murallo, member 

St. James Quilters 



 

 

Greeters !! Greeters !! 

Have you ever wanted to greet just once? or to know what it is like to be a greeter?  Well, 

now is your chance.  Sign up for just ONE  Sunday in July or August.  It is really easy.  All that 

is required is that you get to church at 8:45 AM and can say Welcome or Good Morning.  If 

you can spare just one Sunday or have questions, please contact Sue Chojnacki  at 

860.440.3427 or by email at suechojnacki@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Sue Chojnacki 

Counters  

Counters are needed after the 10:00 AM Sunday 

service.  The volunteer counters serve one Sunday a 

month.  It takes about an hour after the 10 o'clock 

service. If you are interested, please call Ann Burdick, 

860.443.4236 or email to atburdick@gmail.com.   

services as needed.  No prior 

experience required as training 

is provided. This is a perfect 

opportunity for children, age 7 

and above  to become 

involved in our Sunday worship.  

Please contact Marcia Pierce 

at motchp@icloud.com. 

 

Time and Talent Opportunities  

Acolytes 

Acolytes serve on the Altar 

at the 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM 

and other special services as  

needed.  We are looking for 

a few individuals either youth 

or adult, willing to commit to 

serving one Sunday per 

month and for special  

mailto:suechojnacki@gmail.com
mailto:atburdick@gmail.com


 

 

Parish Financials 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

May 1, 2018 
 

This report covers from January 1, 2018 to March 31, 2018. 
 

Total Income: 

Budgeted Amount:              $65,627 

Actual Amount:                         $71,170 

Amount Actual is Over Budget:                         $5,543 
 

Total Expenses: 

Budgeted Amount:      $106,787 

Actual Amount:                        $104,674 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:         $2,113 
 

Net Ordinary Income: 

Total Income:                            $71,170 

Total Expenses:                                    $104,674  

Net Ordinary Income:                                    -$33,504 

Endowment Income Applied                   $41,166 

Net Income                                            $7,662 
 

Summary:  As of March 31, 2018, we are $7,662 ahead of where we expected to be based 

on our 2018 budget. 
 

Investment Summary: 

 Balance 12/31/2017:              $3,306,459 

 Balance 03/31/2018:              $3,255,166 

 Total Value Change:                            -$51,293 

 Withdrawal 5%:                      $41,166 

 Change Pre-Withdrawal:        - $10,127 
 

Summary: Our pre-withdrawal investment value has decreased by $10.127, about 0.3%, 

through March 31, 2018.  After factoring in the 5% withdrawal, our investments are down 

$51,293, about 1.5% through March. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Gerald F. Miller, Treasurer 
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