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May 2017 

The Net 

St .  James Episcopal  Church  

St. James’ Mission Statement 
 

St. James is called to serve God, Christ, and the community of Greater New London. 
 

Adopted by the Vestry May 2001 

From the Interim Rector’s Desk 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Thanks be to God and to you all for allowing me to minister with you in Saint James Parish 

these past fourteen months.  Starting with a warm welcome and ending with an 

outstanding send-off brunch and most generous gifts, Glee and I have many delightful 

memories of our time with you in New London.    
 

Saint James is blessed to have a most competent and wise leadership team: Dorothy 

Sieburg, Senior Warden; Lori Sarkett, Junior Warden; Jan Dargel, Clerk; Jerry Miller, Treasurer; 

Garry Brennan, Assistant Treasurer; an outstanding and hard working Vestry; and the 

support of a faithful and generous congregation.  A priest could ask no more. 
 

The blessings continue with the talented and hard working Choir under the direction of a 

recently arrived and most welcome Organist and Choir Director: Will Cooper, PhD.  Saint 

James Altar Guild earns an “Ecclesiastical Oscar” for the job they do preparing the Altar 

(and Sacristy) for worship, and all the cleaning, ironing, polishing and organizing it takes to 

enable beautiful and meaningful Liturgy. 
 

And, we must not forget the Jumble Shoppe and its corps of volunteers, serving those in 

need not once, but twice!  Once by receiving donations and making them available to the 

needy at extraordinary low prices, and second by passing the funds earned in the Shoppe 

on to deserving/needy programs and agencies.  Dorothy Sieburg directs the Jumble 

Shoppe effort.  
 

Kudos are due the folks who volunteer to help with the distribution of “free” food to the 

needy through the Tuesday opening of the Lord’s Pantry.  Special credit to those who start 

very early on Tuesdays loading and un-loading the truck loads of food items.        

Eleanor Godfrey oversees the operation of the Lord’s Pantry. Thanks Eleanor and assistants. 
 

The First Saturday of each month Dan Ivey prepares and serves a mid-day meal at no 
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charge to all comers.  Dan is assisted by yet another corps 

of volunteers.  Thanks Dan and helpers! And, thanks to all 

who contribute food and funds to make this possible. 
 

Wednesdays in Lent find Beverly Driscoll preparing and 

serving fish dinners, with yet another corps of volunteers.  

Thanks Beverly and company. 
 

Saint James Quilters gather weekly to work wonders with 

bits and pieces of fabric.  Mary Chartier and Marcia Pierce 

lead this group which provides beautiful quilts for children 

of families in the homeless shelters, as well as opportunities 

for learning quilters’ art. 
 

Socks, hats and mittens for New London school children 

are gathered under the leadership of Sue Chojnacki and 

company each year as winter approaches. 
 

Several times a year Saint James’ is host to traditional 

Anglican Evensong sung by the Anglican Singers, an 

outstanding choir established by Marianna Wilcox more 

that twenty years ago. 
 

Saint James is likewise blessed by the offerings of “Music on 

Whale Oil Row”.  This is a series of concerts, programs, and 

silent movies providing delight to members of Saint James 

and the New London community at large. 
 

And then, of course, there are the numerous events, 

programs, and opportunities ‘housed’ at Saint James.  A 

multitude of 12 step programs, special public service 

presentations, music rehearsals, etc. often appear in the 

calendar, some happen weekly, and some happen only 

occasionally. 
 

We must not forget the monthly gatherings of the Saint 

James Supper Club – a group who share a “moveable 

feast” and good fellowship in various area restaurants.  Lori 

Sarkett masterminds this group.  Thanks Lori. 
 

Lori Sarkett also organizes and facilitates an annual “Quiet 

Day” retreat for women. This effort enhances the spiritual 

life and activity of Saint James Parish. Again, thanks Lori. 
 

Another set of ministries happens on a daily basis: 

 Interim Rector’s Desk 
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50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration 
The special ministry of Ellen Merrill, who serves as Parish Administrator, volunteer 

coordinator, Net Editor, Sunday Leaflet preparer, purchasing agent, one of those who 

makes things happen, and source of parish and community knowledge.  She is to be 

commended for all the above and more.   
 

Dennis McCarthy is Saint James Sexton, doing all the daily tasks necessary to the smooth 

operation of Saint James facilities—doors open, doors closed, lights on, lights off, chairs in 

the Parish Hall, chairs out of the Parish Hall, sandwich board sign out front, sandwich board 

sign into the narthex, tables set up, tables taken down and stored, trash and recycle bins in 

offices, kitchen, meeting rooms and rest rooms emptied, and moved to their appropriate 

destinations, leaves raked, weeds pulled, etc., etc. 
 

Diana Cortes adds the woman’s touch to the cleaning processes, mopping floors, dusting, 

vacuuming pew cushions, etc., helping to keep everything sparkling and clean. 
 

I must not forget all those who serve as liturgical assistants: verger, Carol McCoy, acolytes, 

chalice bearers, crucifers, lectors, intercessors, etc., etc., etc.  And thanks to those who 

prepare the schedules for all the liturgical assistants. 
 

Thanks, as well, to all those who share the ministry of Saint James Parish in quiet ways, 

known and unknown, whose only reward is the satisfaction of serving the Lord, our God. 
 

You may wonder why I thank you for “ministering with me” … Just look at all the many  

ministries mentioned above.  Please know that for every person, task, or activity listed, there 

are even more that make their contributions in ways not noted, or even unknown except to 

the Lord Himself.   Saint James Parish is a lively, exciting, entity, the source of unbounded 

Spiritual sustenance and strength, a living witness to the Love of God made known by 

Jesus, the Christ, in the New London community and beyond.   
 

May God bless the people of Saint James Parish as you enter the next chapter in the life of 

this venerable Parish sharing ministry with The Rev. Ranjit Mathews in the coming months 

and years. 
 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Fr. Bob 
 

The Rev. Canon Robert J. Miner 
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March 31, 2017 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

One of the last collaborative acts of the Seabury Deanery was to submit a Missional Curacy 

Grant application to fund a position to assist in prison re-entry.  Ann Perrott was chosen to 

work with a committee made up of members from our parishes to develop and implement 

a program that would offer housing and other services to re-integrate formerly incarcerated 

persons into a community in SECT.   
 

Ann was chosen out of a pool of candidates because she already had experience volun-

teering in CT prisons, and had previously held leadership positions in other non-profits.  Alt-

hough this grant was initially awarded to us, Ann’s ordination process was temporarily held 

up because she was new to the state and so she no longer qualified for this grant.   
 

We then submitted a Mission Development Fund Grant.  We received $10,000 from them 

with the understanding that they would award us another $10,000 when the program was 

established. Since then, Ann had been ordained a transitional deacon and qualifies for the 

original grant.  We are in the process of writing an updated Missional Curacy Grant at this 

time.  We are asking for your prayers and support as we reapply.   
  

This is what we have accomplished during the first year: 
 

SECT Re-entry Mission has two women from York Correctional Institution in an apartment in 

New London. We provide them with food, clothing, and transportation.  One is in her 70’s 

and has already had her Social Security reinstated.  She is attending NA meetings and plans 

on volunteering at the local soup kitchen.   The other woman is in her 40’s and is applying 

for work.  She has already found a church home.  Both women have started to use the bus 

to get to appointments.  
 

We have a new name, New Life Ministry of Southeastern Connecticut and a second apart-

ment which is across the street from the other residence.  This is because our mentors at 

New Life Ministry of Old Lyme decided to retire. (Most of them are in their 80’s now.) They 

have turned over assets of $20,000 which will pay for the apartment expenses for a year. 

Their grant writer will continue to write the grants for the next year.  We kept the name as 

close to the old one as possible so that the people who have supported that organization in 

the past recognize a request when they receive an application.  Some of us wanted the 

name to be more reflective of the work we do but the majority felt there are too many oth-

er organizations in our area that have the word “re-entry” in their title and they felt we 

would be confused with them. We will add a tag line to make it clear what we actually do.  

Another benefit to this merger is that we can keep their 5013c status. 
 

 

SECT Prison Ministry Network 
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The re-entry counselor at York is looking for suitable candidates for the second apartment.  

The woman that was living in that apartment now has full time employment and has just 

found her own housing. 
 

Because of state budget cuts, the women at York do not have as many opportunities to 

take life changing courses.  We hope to offer Houses of Healing when we have both apart-

ments full.  This program instructs and encourages those who are or were in prison to make 

life giving changes and to respect themselves and others. 
 

Christ Church, Norwich has provided us with office space.  St. David’s, Gales Ferry; Calvary 

Church, Stonington and St. James, New London have given us money.  We received $2,000 

when Seabury Deanery dissolved.  St. David’s and St. James, Poquetanuck have already 

pledged money for this year.   
 

Hard copies of this letter will be mailed to the person in charge of each of the parishes in 

our region.  We will send everyone a copy of the grant when it has been completed.  At 

that time, we will be asking some of the SECT region’s vestries to write letters of support to 

the Standing Committee. 
 

Thank you for adding your support to this worthy cause. 
 

The Rev. Ellen Adams, Deacon     Sandi Eddy,   The Rev. Ron Kolanowski 

Board Member       Secretary of the Board             Board Member 

United Thank Offering (UTO) In-gathering 

The Ascension Day United Thank Offering In-gathering is 

Sunday, May 28.  The UTO, originally an offering of the 

Episcopal Church Women, has expanded to include all 

members of the Church.   
 

The original purpose, to give thanks for our daily blessings 

by dropping a coin in a UTO Blue Box has not changed, 

and continues to this day.  Please pray and reflect on all of 

your blessings this past year and give thanks by contributing 

to this worthy cause.   
 

Please convert coins into cash or a check memo’d  U.T.O.  

Thank you!  Envelopes and Blue Boxes are at both the 

entrance to the church and the entrance to the parish hall. 
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Hats, Mittens, Gloves, and Scarves 

22nd Rector of St. James Episcopal Church 

Please join us on Sunday, May 21 

 at 9:00 AM as  
 

The Rev. Ranjit K. Mathews  
 

celebrates his first Eucharist  

as our rector. 
  

You will have an opportunity to  

welcome the Mathews family  

at a reception immediately  

following in the parish hall. 

Ascension Day Holy Eucharist  

will be celebrated  in the Hallam Chapel  

at 5:00 PM on Thursday, May 25 

What a wonderful mission this is!  I am so blessed that my busy knitters have already given 

me many knitted hats and scarves.  If you like to knit and need yarn, please let me know   

as we have skeins available. (If you have any extra yarn that you would like to donate, 

please let me know as we welcome all donations.)   
 

This mission is ongoing  from winter to winter and I will accept your completed items winter, 

spring, summer or fall. 
 

Thank you for your support.  I can be contacted at 860.440.3427. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Sue Chojnacki, Chair 

* Please note:  Food items, set-up, serving, and clean-up assistance is needed  to  make this a special event.  A sign-up sheet is available 

in the parish hall  or contact the parish office.  Thank you. 
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Building and Grounds Committee 
On April 1 it was reported that water was coming into the undercroft and working its way 

toward The Jumble Shoppe. Several people worked at vacuuming and mopping it up.  As 

the rains continued, the water continued to come in.  We found that water was not getting 

to the sump pump because the  trench around the basement perimeter was clogged with 

debris from the masonry work done last winter.  We contacted our mason, Scott Loring, and 

he sent someone down to clean out the trench. That solved the problem. 
 

The Rectory interior was almost completely repainted by the firm Berk’s Painting.  The final 

bill has not yet been received, but we believe it will be in the neighborhood of $15,000.  The 

2 story foyer was a significant challenge and we are quite pleased with the results.  Mrs. 

Mathews picked all the colors from the Benjamin Moore Historical Collections.  Fr. and Mrs. 

Miner were very gracious in allowing the painters in and permitting their personal lives to be 

rearranged in a different way almost every day.  Thanks, Bob and Glee! 
 

The elevator has been working without interruptions for over a month, so we have paid the 

outstanding bills and are now investigating using a different elevator service provider. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Bruce Skinner and Jerry Miller 

Committee Members 

May Birthdays 

The names on this list reflect the information as recorded in 

the Church Database.  Is your name (or a family member’s 

name) missing?  If so, please contact the Church Office and 

provide us with the accurate information! 

25 Judy Benson 

25 Caleb Sieburg 

27 Janet Kepner 

27 JoAn Collins 

28 Marcus Velez 

31 Theresa Bokoff 

3 Barbara Calkins 

4 Martha Anderson 

5 Rose Kydd 

5 Anne Carr Bingham 

7 Fred Driscoll 

8 Ellen Merrill 

9 William Sieburg 

10 Arthur Boulanger 

12 Carol Bunting 

13 William  Cooper  

14 Margaret Murallo 

14 Barbara Skinner 

14 Diana Cortes 

17 Elizabeth Traggis 

18 Karen Hatcher-Sneed 

20 Dhruv Mathews 

21 Donovan Dunning 

25 Thomas Clark 
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Parish Spring Clean-Up 

The next “official” date for Parish baptisms will be on Pentecost, 

Sunday, June 4.  If you know of someone–-child or adult–-who is 

ready to become an “official” member of Christ’s Church, now 

would be an appropriate time.  Anyone considering infant 

baptism, would need to have both parents and godparents 

attend a pre-baptismal counseling session, while adults being 

baptized are asked to have their sponsors attend with them. 
 

Fr. Ranjit will confirm a pre-baptismal counseling session with 

each baptismal candidate and godparents prior to the 

baptismal date of Sunday, June 4.  Please contact Fr. Ranjit or 

Ellen in the parish office for more information, or to schedule a 

baptism on Pentecost, Sunday, June 4. 

Baptisms 

Farewell dear friend …  
 

D. Eleanor Laycock 

April 1, 2017 

 

 

Spring clean–up began with some trepidation as there were only three people on  the sign 

–up sheet.  The angst continued when I tried to open the window at the top of the stairs on 

the second floor and the window fell out on me.  Fortunately, I was rescued by Dave 

Downes and Dave Higgins, who reinstalled the window.  After that, the work continued with 

cleaning the woodwork and vacuuming the cushions in the church, cleaning the parking 

lot, the front and side grounds of the church, the rectory grounds, planting tulips and 

daffodil bulbs and unfurling the Episcopal flag.  I thank Margaret Murallo, Bruce Skinner, 

David Downes, David Higgins, Nancy Kobrin, Ralph and Martha Anderson and Diane 

Dusza.  Also, thank you Nikhil Agrawao and Zubin Agrawao, both of the Waterford School 

System who received their Community Service Time.  Thank you for your conscientious work 

ethic and for your skills to perform the task at hand. Thank you all once again for your help, 

it was greatly appreciated.    
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Choral Evensong at St. James 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 

5:00 PM 
 

For the final evensong service of their 2016–2017 season, The Anglican Singers will present 

an all-British program of canticles and anthems.  These include two pieces by Edward C. 

Bairstow, “I sat down” (from the Song of Solomon) and “Sing ye to the Lord” (portions 

excerpted from the Book of Exodus); versicles by the Singers’ director, Simon Jacobs; 

Psalm 103 (Benedic, anima mea) set by Charles Villiers Stanford and Kellow J. Pye; and 

C.V. Stanford’s exuberant Service in A. 
 

Our guest officiant will be The Reverend Dr. Alfred Tisdale, rector of Calvary Church, 

Stonington.  Please join us for this service and for a reception afterward in the parish hall. 
 

It has been a wonderful year for The Anglican Singers, who wish to express once again 

their heartfelt appreciation for the continuing support of the clergy and congregation of 

St. James.  The Singers are excited about their residencies this summer at Truro and Exeter 

Cathedrals in the U.K., and they look forward with enthusiasm to their 2017–2018 season. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Anne Carr Bingham 

Secretary 

 

Music on Whale Oil Row—music program 

Shoreline Ringers Concert 
 

The Shoreline Ringers will perform here at St. James on Saturday, June 3 at 7:00 PM.   The 

bell choir, under the direction of Jane Nolan, draws a large audience for its concerts.   If 

you plan to attend, arrive early or you may be standing in line!    A free will offering will be 

collected to help offset expenses for our Music on Whale Oil Row music program.  You are 

invited to greet the bell ringers and enjoy holiday refreshments in the parish hall 

immediately following the concert. 
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Each Sunday we adorn the Altar with flowers (except during Lent), 

light a sanctuary candle, and consume bread and wine.  The altar 

guild pays for these from gifts given by members, families and friends 

of St. James.  If you would like to assist one week, an altar flower 

donation is $45; sanctuary candle, $5; and, communion wine or 

communion wafers, $10.  Your donation can be made as a memorial honoring someone 

deceased, or as a thank-offering to celebrate a birthday, anniversary or other special event 

in your life.  Contact the parish office or an altar guild member for more information. 
 

As always, more than one person can make their offering in any given week.  If you’d like 

more information, speak to any member of the altar guild or contact the parish office. 

Some Giving Opportunities 

If you make purchases on Amazon.com, please select the  

Amazon Smile: http://smile.amazon.com homepage instead of 

amazon.com.  You will be prompted to select a charity to  

support and St. James is now one of those choices.  Please 

scroll down the list to page 2 and select St. James, New  

London.  A small contribution will be made by Amazon.com 

Support St. James on Amazon Smile! 

Vestry Highlights 

The Vestry met on Tuesday, April 4.  The following items were discussed: (1) Due to low 

attendance, Church School will conclude on Sunday, April 30.  Families with children are 

encouraged to meet with Fr. Ranjit to develop a viable program to meet the needs of the 

various ages of the children.  (2) The Jumble Shoppe will sponsor Trinity School in Hartford as 

well as the Haitian Health Ministry. (3) Charlie Duffy will be honored by the Covenant Shelter 

at the Merrill-Fontaine Award Dinner on May 12. (4) A representative is being sought to 

represent St. James on the Board of the Covenant Shelter.  (5) The front steps of the church 

will be repaired. (6) One service will be held at 9:00 AM on Sunday, May 21, to welcome Fr. 

Ranjit. (7) The administrative assistant is granted three weeks annual vacation. (8) A farewell 

reception is to be held Palm Sunday following the 10:00 AM service.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Dargel 

Clerk 

http://smile.amazon.com


Volume 11 Issue 5 THE NET Page 11 

 

 

Parish Financials 
ST JAMES CHURCH 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

April 4, 2017 
 

This report covers from January 1, 2017 through February 28, 2017. 
 

Total Income: 

Budgeted Amount:     $44,420 

Actual Amount:     $40,752 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:     $3,668 

The primary contributor to budget underrun is Pledge Income, which is $2,840 below the budgeted amount. 
 

Total Expenses: 

Budgeted Amount:    $68,112 

Actual Amount:                $61,196 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:            $6,916 

The primary contributor to this expenditure underrun is Clergy Benefits, which is $8,924 under the budgeted 

amount. 
 

Net Ordinary Income: 

 Total Income:    $40,752 

 Total Expenses:   $61,196 

 Net Ordinary Income:              -$20,444 

 Endowment Income Applied:  $23,700 

Net Income      $3,256 
 

Summary:  Through February 28, 2017 we are $3,256 ahead of where we expected to be based on our 2017 

budget. 
 

Investment Summary: 

 Balance 12/31/2016:  $2,949,951 

 Balance 02/28/2017:  $3,028,551 

 Total Value Change:       $78,600 

 Withdrawal 5%:       $23,700  

 Withdrawal-Loan Payment      $23,788 

Change Pre-Withdrawal:     $126,088 
 

Summary: Our pre-withdrawal investment value has increased by $126,088, about 4.3%, through February 28, 

2017.  After factoring in the 5% withdrawal for the elevator repairs, our investments are up by $78,600, about 

2.7% through February 28. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Gerald F. Miller,  

Treasurer 

  

Vestry’s Stewardship Statement 
The Episcopal Church teaches the biblical tithe as the standard of stewardship.  The Vestry 

of St. James believe that they and all parishioners strive to understand and meet that goal 

as they personally are able.        Adopted by the Vestry 

November 15, 2004 
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On this Memorial Day (May 29) we honor 

those who have served our country, as well 

as those currently serving. 


