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From the  Rector’s Desk 
The Wilderness. Ohh. If you are like me, then I wonder if even the word wilderness spawns a 

sense of foreboding. It’s scary because our common understanding is that there is nothing 

in the wilderness that is familiar. And of course, for the most part, that is true. We are left to 

our own devices.  
 

I remember my own wilderness experience. Johanna and I had just become missionaries in 

the east African country of Tanzania. It was truly wonderful to be in a new country, and we 

were without many of the creature comforts we enjoyed back home. A television, reliable 

internet, friends that we knew, the opportunity to buy those foods we loved.  It was tough.  

And yet it was also liberating to go without, and to have even more space for Johanna 

and I to be with one another and also make time for new friends.  A chance to engage 

more in the things that we enjoyed, like reading and nature, etc.  
 

But there were times where I felt exceedingly dry.  Like really dry.  And yet within that space, 

it was also an opportunity to dive deeper into the silence.  To see within it, a fertile ground 

to understand faith anew. When in the wilderness, things become a lot more simpler. All 

those things that we think are absolutely critical to our own well-being, well, we realize that 

they are not that important. The Wilderness gives us a chance to sift and discover ourselves 

again. Who are we, when we are not dependent on other things or people?  
 

And that’s the whole point of Lent. Recognizing that in the wilderness, it is God that we rely 

on for sustenance and strength. In essence, Lent should be life-giving.  I’m actually excited 

about Lent. What are you contemplating letting go of for Lent? To each his or her own, but 

what about the opportunity to give up apathy, instead of chocolate? What if, instead of 

leaning on particular behaviors that are death-dealing, what about being vulnerable and 

relying on God to lead the way? 
 

It may seem trite to say this, especially for a Priest during Lent; however, imagine if during 

this Lent you gave up those crutches that we hang onto during the year.  Crutches that 

may seem as if they are providing us all that we may need; but are in fact holding us back 

from understanding who we are in God? What are those crutches for you?  
 

In Matthew 4:1-11, we see Jesus in the wilderness, and that he encounters the Devil in three 

encounters, where Jesus resists and relies on God.  My friends, we have an opportunity to 

truly engage during this Lenten period with all that seems to tempt us and draw us away 

from the love of God. What are those things, or where are those spaces that keep you 

The NET 



 

 

 

The Net …  
 

is the newsletter of St. 

James Church, New 

London, Connecticut.  It is 

published eleven times a 

year (September through 

June and a summer issue) 

for the information and 

edification of St. James 

members and friends. 
 

Submissions are always 

welcome and should be 

submitted by the tenth of 

the month before 

publication.  While your 

submission is always 

welcome, we would prefer 

to receive it by 

e-mail or memory stick in 

Microsoft Word format. 
 

Please continue to  forward 

your submissions to the 

church office or email them 

to: 
parishoffice@stjamesnl.org. 
 

We also welcome your 

comments and suggestions.  

This is your newsletter. 
 

 

76 Federal Street 

New London CT 06320-6601 

860-443-4989 

www.stjamesnl.org 

 
Find us on  

Facebook: St James Episcopal Church 

 & 

Instagram: st_james_newlondon 

stuck? In naming them, whatever they are, we take away 

some of the corrosive power.  May God give all of us the 

strength to be vulnerable, to name our frailties, while 

working and believing that the Holy Spirit is leading us 

deeper into our own wholeness.   
 

In peace, 
 

Ranjit 
 

 

 Rector’s Desk cont’d 

St. James has been blessed over the years to be able to 

provide support for many who are in need of services such 

as AA, NA, the Lord’s Pantry and the Community Meal.  We 

are now providing a space in our parish hall for the Drop in 

Learning Center which offers afterschool programs for the 

children from the local community.   
 

As I walk through the parish hall from time to time, I can ‘t 

help but notice that there is a huge need for volunteers to 

provide additional support to the  students in the classroom.  

It makes me wonder, do we have volunteers from our St. 

James parish who are willing to step up to the plate and 

become a mentor to these wonderful children?  Who likes to 

read, knit, paint, etc. and would be willing to share their 

talents? 
 

I spoke with Reona Dyess who is the Executive Director of 

the Drop In Learning Center and she stated that volunteers 

are  what makes her program so successful and many 

students truly need “one on one” time that often cannot be 

provided. 
 

Applications are available in the parish hall entry way or by 

contacting Reona Dyess during weekday afternoons in the 

parish hall. 
 

Faithfully,  
 

Lori Sarkett 

Senior Warden’s Corner 



 

 

We will be discussing the book, Braving the Wilderness, by Brené Brown during our Lenten 

program.   The program continues on Wednesday evenings through March 21.  Each 

evening begins with a potluck supper at 6:00 PM and the book discussion at 6:30 PM.  

Books are available for $17.50 in the parish office.  Please sign-up for the study and to order 

a book by contacting Ellen in the parish office. 

Christian Formation program  

Anglican/Episcopal 101 class 

During Lent we light a Sanctuary candle and consume bread and wine.  If you would like to 

donate, as a memorial or as a thank-offering, contact the parish office or an altar guild 

member for more information.  Sanctuary candle $5 and communion wine or wafers, $10.   

Please join Dana Capasso Stivers in the parlor on Sunday morning from 9:15 - 9:45 AM as she 

leads our Lenten Sunday morning Episcopal/Anglican 101 class.  Please join us as you are 

able!  All are welcome.  

Baptisms—Easter Vigil 
The next “official” date for parish baptisms will be on Saturday, March 31.   These 

baptisms will be a part of our regular Easter Vigil service at 7:00 PM.  If you know of 

someone—child or adult—who is ready to become an “official” member of the 

Church, now would be an appropriate time.  Anyone considering infant baptism 

would need to have both parents and godparents attend a pre-baptismal 

counseling session, while adults being baptized are asked to have their sponsors 

attend with them. Please contact Fr. Ranjit or Ellen in the parish office for more 

information or to schedule a baptism. 

Friday evenings —Way of the Cross 

The walking of the Way of the Cross is a common devotion on 

the Fridays in Lent.  St. James will honor this tradition by offering 

the Way of the Cross each Friday during Lent in the Church at 

5:00 PM .   Come join Christ—and your brothers 

and sisters in faith—on His journey to the Cross. 

St. James Supper Group 
Throughout the Lenten season, the St. James Supper Group will be  attending 

Stations of the Cross in the Church at 5:00 PM and then car pooling from our parking lot at 

5:30 PM to St. James Poquetanuck for their fish fry dinner every Friday during Lent.  The price 

for the fish dinner is $12 for adults and $11 for seniors.  Help us do our part to support other 

Episcopal Churches in our region!  For more information , please contact Lori Sarkett at 

860.287.5500 or lorisarketthne@gmail.com. 

Memorials and Thanksgivings 



 

 

Resting in God:  

Exploring the Practice of Centering Prayer 
“Silence is God’s first language…” 

--St. John of the Cross 
 

Saturday, March 10 at St. James  

 from 8:30 AM -12:00 PM, with a donation of $15.  
 

Silence and inner stillness allows us to re-member the disparate parts of ourselves, to gather our 

scattered energies and connect with our deepest needs and yearnings. Centering Prayer 

comes from a rich Christian contemplative tradition and offers a method of entering Silence in 

order to “be still and know.”  This morning, enjoy an opportunity to explore the roots and 

method of Centering Prayer, experience the prayer as a group and consider the practice in 

daily life.  No experience is necessary; materials and resources will be provided.  The morning 

will be facilitated by Claire Rusowicz, a certified spiritual and retreat director and director 

supervisor, who helped found and co-facilitates centering prayer and contemplative programs 

at Mercy by the Sea Retreat and Conference Center, Madison, Connecticut.  If the cost is too 

high, reach out to the parish office, if you are interested in participating.  

As we gather to celebrate the 

Resurrection, with renewed hearts 

and spirits, we’ll gather to the 

beauty of great music and a 

beautifully adorned church.  One 

part of what makes this celebration 

special are the flowers that dress 

our altar and the chancel of the 

church.  You are invited to 

participate adorning our worship 

space, by offering a donation—as 

a memorial or a thank-offering—

toward the purchase of Easter 

flowers.  An envelope for this 

purpose is included with this issue 

of The Net.  We ask that you return 

your requests promptly (no later 

than Palm Sunday, March 25) so 

that your donation can be 

recognized in the Easter bulletin. 

Easter Flowers Offering 

Holy Week and Easter Services 
  

  Monday, March 26  

 6:00 PM Holy Eucharist, Church 
  
  Tuesday, March 27 

  6:00 PM Holy Eucharist, Church 
  
  Wednesday, March 28 

  6:00 PM  Tenebrae, Church 
  
  Thursday, March 29 (Maundy Thursday) 

  6:00 PM     Soup, Bread & Cheese Potluck  

                     Supper, Parish Hall 

  7:00 PM     Holy Eucharist with Footwashing, 

                     Stripping of the Altar, Church 

  8:30 PM     Reflective Garden & Watch through                                                                                                               

the Night, Hallam Chapel                                                   

 

  Friday, March 30 (Good Friday) 

  Parish Office Closed 

                              Watch continues until noon 

  Noon               Good Friday Liturgy, Church 

   7:00 PM           Good Friday Liturgy, Church 
  
  Saturday, March 31 (Easter Vigil) 

  8:00 PM            Easter Vigil including Holy Baptism, Church 
  
  Sunday, April 1 (Easter Day) 

  8:00 AM            Holy Eucharist, Church 

  10:00 AM          Holy Eucharist, Church 
    

  
  Monday, April 2 (Easter Monday) 

 Parish Office Closed 



 

 

Holy Week Reflective Garden 
The Altar Guild is looking for your assistance with our first Holy Week reflective garden in the 

Hallam Chapel.  We are in need of shade loving flowering house plants and indoor trees for a 

week and would greatly appreciate any items you are willing to share.  Items can be 

delivered to the Hallam Chapel on Saturday, March 25 at 10:00 AM or on Sunday morning, 

March 26 before or after the morning services.  Please be sure to pick up your plants/trees 

after Easter Sunday service or Tuesday through Friday of Easter Week during parish office 

hours.  Thank you in advance for your help.  
 

If you have any questions or need to coordinate an alternate delivery date of plants and 

flowers, please contact Mary White by email at mgwhite56@att.net or by phone at 

860.443.7990. 

Into the Neighborhood 
With some nervousness, some excitement and many prayers, out we ventured 

with Ashes to Go.  While on the way to the train station area, we braved 

entering a convenience store.  A customer was surprised and thankful and said 

“Yes, ashes please.”  Next was a bike shop.  An employee politely and simply 

said  “Oh, no thank you.  I don’t practice.”  Then a customer, with his bike and 

on his way out, engaged us in a theological discussion before requesting ashes.  He told us 

he is receiving them not just for himself  but all his friends too.  We learned that he has not 

been inside a church building for a long time, but he loves to talk of God’s love for all 

people and tries to live each day making a difference in someone’s life. 
 

Many stories were shared.  Two taxi drivers were almost in tears as they thought they would 

miss ashes this year because of their work schedule.  One woman had been traveling for 

hours by plane and train and had lots more to go, and she could just keep saying thank you.  

We heard a lot of stories that included anger and resentment and pain and sorrow over 

life’s experiences and current conditions…and gratitude for others who care.   We go to 

serve, and we are served.  We go to give, and we are given to.  A very special privilege.   
 

Mary, Grace, Diane, Dave, Nancy 

Companions in Mission Ministry Network 
Companions in Mission is holding its 

Annual Mission Conference on Saturday, 

March 3 – A great day for learning and 

sharing in all areas of mission ministry:  

local, national and international.   
 

Carpools will be formed from St. James 

to West Hartford.  Please call our parish 

office 860.443.4989 or call/text Grace 

Barnum 860.235.8701 for more info or 

joining a carpool. 



 

 

Covenant Shelter Event 

March Birthdays 
The names on this list reflect the information as recorded in the church database.  Is your name 

(or a family member’s name) missing?  If so, please contact the parish office and provide us with 

the accurate information! 

4 Carlton Saari 

5 Thomas Vogel 

5 Linda Cascio 

6 Nina Butler 

6 Zoe Benalcazar 

9 Elizabeth Dusza 

16 Geraldine Brewster 

17 Kris Drew 

18 Kenneth Belknap 

25 Carol McCoy 

28 Denise Dunning 

30 Steven Hulme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funeral customs– have you made your own plans known? 
 

Parishioner, Reid B. Burdick is our March Forum speaker.  Reid brings to us his experience as a 

licensed funeral director.  He is employed by Byles-MacDougall Funeral Service in New 

London. 
 

Southeastern Connecticut is home to a very wide demographic, cultural and religious 

community, all of whom observe different burial customs. We will look at our community and 

discuss and answer questions relevant to funeral planning.  
 

The forum will be held in the parish hall after the 10:00 AM service.  Grab a cup of coffee and 

come learn what Reid has to tell us about end-of-life planning and local funeral customs. 

Parish Forum 

Our preacher at the 8:00 & 10:00 AM services will be The Rev. Florence Clarke, of Wall Clarke 

Temple, the African Methodist Episcopal Church in New London. 

Guest Preacher 

Events on Sunday, March 11 



 

 

Counters Needed 
Unfortunately recently we had another person resign from the Counting 

Committee, due to personal reasons.   
 

I am looking for two to three more people to join the Counting Committee 

to count the Sunday collections once a month.  It takes about an hour 

after the 10 o'clock service.  
 

If you are interested, please call Ann Burdick, 860.443.4236 or email to 

atburdick@gmail.com.   

The Lord’s Pantry needs your help 
Additional volunteers are needed for the Lord’s Pantry on Tuesday mornings 

from 8:00– 9:00 AM to unload the truck.  Must be physically able to lift heavy 

cartons of canned goods and food items.  Please contact Eleanor Godfrey 

at 860.608.5975 or by email at mima961@sbcglobal.net. 
 

The Jumble Shoppe 
Volunteer help is really needed because we are opening many times with a skeleton crew.  

Please consider coming by to help, even if just occasionally.  Also, we would really 

appreciate someone with a creative bent to work out of the home to create flyers, do 

postings on Face Book, etc. to get the word out about what is absolutely the best little thrift 

shop in Southeastern Connecticut – perhaps in the whole State!  Come by and see us on 

Tuesdays or Saturdays, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, or talk to Dorothy Sieburg about volunteer 

opportunities at coffee hour after 10 o’clock Sunday service. 

Greeters 
Wanted and Needed: Greeters - especially at the 8:00 AM Sunday service.  All that is required 

is a smile and a hello.  You need to be at church about 15 minutes before the service.  Please 

consider welcoming parishioners and newcomers.  Contact Sue Chojnacki 860. 440.3427 or 

suechojnacki@gmail.com. for more information.  Thank you. 

Silent Movie Night—Music on Whale Oil Row 

Sunday, March 18 at 7:00 PM 
 

Charlie Chaplin’s first full-length feature is The Kid. 
Robert Humphreville, organist 

 

Bring the whole family! 
 

A silent masterpiece about a little tramp who discovers a little orphan and brings 
him up -- but is left desolate when the orphanage reclaims him.   Chaplin directed, 
produced and starred in the film. 

 

A suggested donation of $10 per person is greatly appreciated to help defray  
expenses of this event and to allow us to provide additional music programs 
throughout the year.  Free popcorn for all!!! 

mailto:atburdick@gmail.com
mailto:suechojnacki@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silent_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romantic_comedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romantic_comedy


 

 

   

 

Safe Church Training 
Safe Church training is required by resolution of St. James Vestry, for all parishioners in positions 

of leadership (i.e., new Vestry, Wardens, Officers, etc.) and for anyone involved with our youth, 

home/hospital visitation and the elderly.  
 

All those needing Safe Church training are expected to take the training as soon as possible.  

Copies of the certificates of completion are required to be kept on file in the parish office.  

Recertification is required every three years.  There is no cost to attend.  Please go to the 

following  link on the Diocesan web-site for more information, dates of classes and to register 

online https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Safe_Church_Training_Schedule.asp? 
 

Certification Training: Saturday, May 12, 2018, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM at St. James in New London. 
 

Recertification Training: Saturday, May 5, 2018, 9:00 - 11:30 AM at Zion Church, 325 Notch Hill 

Rd., North Branford. 
 

The Anglican Singers 
 

Choral Evensong at St. James, Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 11 at 5:00 PM 
 

“The Crucifixion”: An Oratorio 

John Stainer 
 

At 5:00 PM on Sunday, March 11, The Anglican Singers will present, as a Lenten offering and 

devotion, British composer John Stainer’s monumental oratorio, “The Crucifixion.” 
 

An oratorio is loosely defined as a sacred opera, with voices and accompaniment but 

without costumes and scenery.  In “The Crucifixion,” the narrative begins with Jesus’ agony 

in the Garden of Gethsemane and ends with his death on the Cross. 
 

In keeping with the genre’s style, Stainer’s oratorio features instrumental passages, solos, 

and movements for chorus and semi-chorus that are interspersed with congregational 

hymns.  The congregation, therefore, is very much a participant in the unfolding drama. 
 

Please join us on March 11th for this deeply spiritual and reflective experience.  Following the 

service, there will be a reception in the parish hall. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Anne Carr Bingham 

Secretary, The Anglican Singers 

https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Safe_Church_Training_Schedule.asp?utm_source=eNews+Jan+14%2C+2014&utm_campaign=Jan+14+enews&utm_medium=email


 

 

St. James Book Club 

The St. James Book Club will meet at Filomena’s Restaurant, 262 Boston Post Road, 
Waterford on Thursday, March 22 at 6:00 PM. 
 

This month’s book selection will be Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverina 
and is currently on reserve at the New London Public Library for the St. James Book 
Club.  Please bring your driver’s license and local library card to pick up the book.  If 
you have questions for the New London Public Library, please contact the reference 
desk at 860.447.1411. 
 

For more information about the book club or restaurant, please contact Lori Sarkett at 
860.287.5500 or lorisarketthne@gmail.com.  Filomena’s is providing a private space for 
our group to meet and conduct our discussion.  Meals are available and pricing 
ranges from $5—$30 depending on  the selection.   

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

A big thank you to all who helped to get this new St. James ministry off to such a  

great start!  
 

Because of your support we have been able to provide three prayer shawls and one 

prayer cloth to individuals.  Each one was received with so much joy and appreciation, just 

knowing that they are in our thoughts and prayers! 

We would like to send pocket prayer cloths to the armed service personnel in our St. James 

extended family.  Prayer cloths are small knitted or crocheted items, generally with a 

Christian symbol incorporated into the design.  They are accompanied with a prayer and 

intended to be kept in a pocket or bedside table, etc. as  a prayer aid and a reminder 

that God is always present.  If you have a relative or a friend on active duty and have an 

address, please contact Deanna Bossdorf 860.437.3153 or Pat King  860.442.4918 if you 

would like one sent out. 

We are currently planning a meeting on March 18 after the coffee hour for everyone who 

is presently contributing to this ministry and for anyone who is interested in learning more 

about it.  We will have samples of each available and patterns for you to check out.  Hope 

to see you on Sunday, March 18 in the parish hall either after the 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM 

coffee hour.  

St. James Quilters 

Our mission is to make quilts for the Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) Nurse Family Partnership 

(which cares for new mothers).  In February four quilts and two afghans were donated.  The 

quilters presented one quilt and one baby blanket to the New Haven Puerto Rican outreach. 

Our meetings are on the second and fourth Thursday of the month from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

New members are always welcome.  You do not have to know how to quilt, our experienced 

quilters will gladly teach you.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact Mary 

Chartier at 860.443.0590.   

Margaret Murallo, member 



 

 

Stewardship  
We want to remind those who may still need to fill out their 2018 pledge forms for this current 

year that they can find copies at both entrances to the church or in the parish office.   

Thank you to Stacey Dunning, Alma Dunning, Sarah Moorhead, Bruce & Carol Patterson 

and Grace Wiersma for submitting their pledge forms.  The totals so far for this year are 

$171,236 pledged from 89 households. 

David Downes and Stephanie Brandon, 

Stewardship committee  

Vestry Highlights 
The Vestry at their February 6th Meeting voted to approve the Rectory Resolution that allows 

Father Ranjit to designate his housing (parsonage) allowance.   The Signature Resolution was 

also approved, which changed the signatures on bank accounts to reflect the new slate of 

officers.   
 

The Mutual Ministry Review is slated for Tuesday, May 1st, when the Transition Team, Vestry 

and other interested parishioners, would have the opportunity to assess and evaluate our first 

year with Fr. Ranjit and visa versa.  Richard Lammlin of St. John’s in Essex, will facilitate this 

discussion to determine how we are doing, the goals that have been met, and future 

objectives that need to be looked at.   
 

The vestry is also exploring the idea of being a mentor to both the Drop In learning Center 

and The Isaac School.  This could be done in a variety of ways; as to reading to the smaller 

children, providing forums for the middle school students at Isaac, or helping with student’s 

homework for both facilities.  This would be a great way to develop relationships with both 

organizations.  Also in the plans is to have a Spring Luncheon for the shut-ins.  It was very well 

received in the Fall and would like to do it again in March or April.     
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Ann Burdick, Clerk 

Caring for Creation Committee 
A big thank you from the Caring for Creation Committee to everyone who helped with the 

coat collection for families who've relocated to Connecticut from Puerto Rico after Hurricane 

Maria. We collected more than 250 coats that were delivered to the Welcome Center at 

New London public schools and the Junta for Progressive Action in New Haven, which is 

helping 600 relocated families. The St. James Quilters gave some beautiful hand-made quilts 

to the collection, too. Along with the generous folks from St. James, we also had donations 

from St. John's Episcopal Church in Essex; St. James Episcopal Poquetanuck; the Drop-in 

Learning Center; the Burlington Coat Factory; the Eco-Husky Club at UConn Avery Point, and 

the newsroom of The Day. Your efforts are greatly appreciated!  

Judy Benson, chair 



 

 

Parish Financials 
ST. JAMES CHURCH 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

February 6, 2018 
 

This report covers from January 1, 2017 through December 

31, 2017 
 

Total Income: 

Budgeted Amount:   $266,500 

Actual Amount:              $244,365 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:   $22,135 

The primary contributor to budget underrun is Pledge Income, which is $22,783 below the 

budgeted amount. 
 

Total Expenses: 

Budgeted Amount:   $408,701 

Actual Amount:                        $386,633 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:   $22,068 

The primary contributor to this expenditure underrun is Clergy Benefits, which is $12,759 

under the budgeted amount. 
 

Net Ordinary Income: 

 Total Income:              $244,365 

 Total Expenses:                        $386,633  

 Net Ordinary Income:            -$142,268 

 Endowment Income Applied      $142,200 

Net Income                             -$68.00 
 

Summary:  As of December 31, 2017, we are $68 behind where we expected to be based 

on our 2017 budget.  
 

Investment Summary: 

 Balance 12/31/2016:   $2,949,951 

 Balance 12/31/2017:   $3,306,459 

 Total Value Change:      $356.508 

 Withdrawal 5%:                 $142,200 

 Withdrawal-Elevator Repair       $23,788 

Change Pre-Withdrawal:      $522,496 
 

Summary: Our pre-withdrawal investment value has increased by $522,496, about 17.7%, 

through December 31, 2017. After factoring in the 5% withdrawal and the withdrawal for the 

elevator repairs, our investments are up $356,508, about 12/1% through December. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Gerald F. Miller, Treasurer 
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Daylight Saving Time Begins March 11—Turn your clocks one hour ahead Saturday night, 

March 10, before you go to bed.  That way you will be on time for Sunday worship. 


