
 

 

May 2018 

#MLK 50 Years: How far have we come?? 
 

I remember sitting in silence in our sanctuary, and listening to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, which was directed to clergy in the city of Birmingham, 

Alabama during the heart of the civil rights movement in our country. It was April 4th, fifty 

years to the day of when Dr. King was assassinated at the Lorraine hotel in Memphis, 

Tennessee. And yet it was surreal, as if while some things have changed, so much has 

stayed the same.  Members of our parish and community members had joined with the 

New London NAACP to make a witness to this prophet, who served as a moral conscience 

for our country.  But there are folks who forget that at the time of his death, his approval 

rating was around 40%. As we all know, that isn’t a very high number.   
 

There is a tendency within American culture to gravitate towards the more lofty speeches 

of Dr. King, the ones that are more aspirational, and there is a reason why we don’t linger 

with the “Letter from Birmingham Jail.”  This letter is harder because it’s sharing hard truths 

about our country that we would rather not hear.  But please read the excerpt below.  
 

“So often the contemporary church is a weak, ineffectual voice with an uncertain sound. 

So often it is an archdefender of the status quo. Far from being disturbed by the presence 

of the church, the power structure of the average community is consoled by the Church 

silent – and often vocal- sanction of things as they are. But the judgment of God is upon the 

church as never before. If today’s Church does not recapture the sacrificial spirit of the 

early Church, it will lose it’s authenticity, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be dismissed as an 

irrelevant social club with no meaning for the twentieth century.”   
 

That quote seems timeless because it could have been written for the here and now. I 

remember feeling as if the contemporary, mainline denominational Church is largely falling 

into a vocation of being, “a weak and ineffectual voice.” I remember our parish historian 

asking me, before last year’s annual meeting, about recording the minutes of respective 

meetings. She said it was important that we record where St. James stood with respect to 

the important issues of our day. 
 

As an Easter people in a Good Friday world, can we heed Dr. King’s challenge and be a 

strong and effectual voice? I believe the answer is an unequivocal yes.  As believers in the 
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Resurrection, with eyes of hope, we can embody that hope 

and proclaim resurrection in all parts of our lives. We can 

also pray this prayer of St. Francis of Assisi… 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy.  
 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive,  

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 

My friends, let me paraphrase, Verna Dozier, an 

Episcopalian, who said that “we may be the only pieces of 

scripture that someone ever reads.” My God, if that is true, 

then we have an awesome task in front of us.  
 

May the Holy Spirit, so move us, with power and strength. 

Amen.  
 

In peace, 
 

Ranjit 

 #MLK 50 Years cont’d 

Sunday Parish Events—May 

May 6—Stewardship Trivia Game after the 10:00 AM 

service.  
 

May 13—Parish Forum at 12:00 PM.  Mamta Jain 

Valderamma, will speak with us about human trafficking. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Covenant Shelter  

Congratulations to our parishioner, Fred Smith.  He is one of 

three honored at the 2018 Saints Gala which was held on 

Saturday, April 21, 2018.   

 

Fred received The Clairvaux Medal for his significant 

contribution to St. Bernard’s High School.  He has been an 

English teacher at St. Bernard’s for fifty years.   

Congratulations!!! 

Merrill-Fontaine Award and Fund Raiser 

Friday, May 18 at 7:00 PM 

Ocean Beach Park 

Tickets cost $30 each and are available  

for purchase in the parish office. 

Dear parishioners, 
 

Right now in our country, civil discourse is fraying at the seams. Our Church can lead on this 

topic, and embody what this may look like, as we seek to follow in the footsteps of Jesus of 

Nazareth.  
 

On Wednesdays in May and June, Deacon Ellen and I will co-lead a 5 week course on  

“Civil Discourse”, which is an Episcopal Church created curriculum. We will meet on  

May 16th, 23rd, 30th, June 20th and 27th, and commence at 5:30 PM with a potluck supper in 

the parlor.  
 

Please do E-mail Ellen, and let us know if you plan to participate. I hope you will join me for 

this important conversation.  
 

In peace, 
 

Ranjit 

“Civil Discourse” Course 

Mid-week Holy Eucharist 
A mid-week Holy Eucharist begins on Wednesday, May 9 at 12:30 PM in the Hallam Chapel.  

During the month of May, Holy Eucharist will be offered on Wednesday, May 9 and May 23.     



 

 

At the April 10th Vestry Meeting, Terri Eickel from the Interreligious Eco-Justice Network gave a 

presentation regarding the IREJN’s programs and initiatives.  This organization is engaging 

people of all faiths to join together to preserve and enhance our environment.   
 

Fr. Ranjit introduced The Reverend Rachel Thomas, who is the Southeast Regional Missionary 

of The Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT).  In this position, Reverend Thomas explained 

that it is her objective to have the parishes and worshiping communities within her region 

expand their reach into local neighborhoods by collaboration with potential community 

partners. 
 

The Vestry passed a motion to spend $3,800.00 to have three locks repaired within the 

building.  The Vestry also voted to purchase an IPad for Fr. Ranjit’s use. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Ann Burdick, Clerk 

Vestry Highlights 

Senior Warden’s Corner 

Holy Week and Easter Sunday are now in the past and as I reflect back to the last week of 

March, I can honestly say that I am proud to be a member of St. James parish and am 

honored to  have worked beside each and everyone of you during this busy season.  
 

Many parishioners do not realize how much time and preparation goes on behind the 

scenes to make this holy time of the year so successful. I am grateful to our parishioners and 

staff who have worked so hard to make all of our services meaningful.   

 

Let’s give a standing ovation to our  rector, parish administrator, substitute sexton, parish 

office volunteers, altar guild, organist/choir director, choirs and all the other volunteers who 

have worked so hard to make sure everything was ready for each and every service. You 

are all definitely “the unsung heroes of the parish!”   
 

Thank you for contributing your time and talents to making St. James a very special place to 

worship!   
 

Faithfully, 
 

Lori Sarkett 

Any ideas for a new newsletter title??? 
If you have a suggestion for a new name, please contact Ellen in the parish office or 
Fr. Ranjit. Thank you.  Special prizes will be awarded! 



 

 

Start Fresh 

St. James Online & Media Outreach 

It's really simple.  If you are on Facebook, please “like” the St. James Facebook page: St 

James Episcopal Church (New London, CT).  Once you are a “friend” of the page, please 

interact with us: visit the page, like our posts, and share our posts.  Feel free to post 

something that we can share. Finally, connect with each other and invite your friends 

(where appropriate) to like our page. This will help St. James have more visibility. 

As a number of you know, Start Fresh, a 501 (c)(3) organization, was founded in 2015 as an 

affiliate of IRIS—Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services—located in New Haven.  The 

mission of Start Fresh, as articulated by its director, Ron Ward, who is a St. James parishioner 

and chorister, is this: “Creating a welcoming community for refugees and immigrants.”  Start 

Fresh has welcomed, and serves, four refugee families in New London, and works with the 

eight families already settled in the SECT area. 
 

Its clients are evacuees from countries torn apart by war, violence, and/or severe economic 

upheaval, particularly Syria, Afghanistan, and several sub-Saharan African countries.  Small 

teams of volunteers work with these families to provide housing, linguistic, economic, legal, 

health, educational, and cultural support.  Leaving homes they can no longer call home for 

a strange land and culture is excruciating, but though the needs of these dislocated families 

are daunting, their spirits are dauntless.  
 

Start Fresh volunteers, who now call St. James HQ, meet twice a month in the first-floor parlor 

to discuss the families they serve; potential/actual referrals of impending arrivals; and matters 

relating to planned events, fund-raising, etc.  This past winter, the church hosted 

representatives from IRIS and Start Fresh, Chris George and Ron Ward, who described the 

stringent vetting processes people must undergo to attain refugee status and the services 

provided those who have met the legal prerequisites and successfully immigrated to the U.S.  

On April 15th, there was a screening at St. James of “Resettled,” a powerful documentary 

centering on refugees’ experiences in New Haven under the auspices of IRIS, and on the 

continuing community activism that enables them to build new lives in the United States. 
 

As stated in the IRIS brochure, “Welcoming persecuted people from other countries is an 

ancient and universal custom.  In the United States, it is one of our noblest traditions . . .” 
 

For more information, visit the Fresh Start website: http://Startfreshct.org, or speak with or 

email Ron Ward at Startfreshct@gmail.com.  There are a number of ways to help, from 

volunteer assistance to financial support.  
 

Anne Car Bingham 

Volunteer, Start Fresh 

http://Startfreshct.org
mailto:Startfreshct@gmail.com


 

 

May Birthdays 
The names on this list reflect the information as recorded in the church database.  

 Is your name (or a family member’s name) missing?  If so, please contact the parish office 

and provide us with the accurate information! 

St. James Supper Group 

The St. James Book Club will meet at La Luna Restaurant 
(located in the Holiday Inn) on Thursday, May 31 at 6:00 PM. 
 

This month’s book selection will be Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant  by Anne Tyler 
and is currently on reserve at the New London Public Library.  Please bring your 
driver’s license and local library card to pick up the book.  If you have questions for the 
New London Public Library, please contact the reference desk at 860.447.1411. 
 

For more information about the book club or restaurant, please contact Lori Sarkett at 
860.287.5500 or lorisarketthne@gmail.com.  Meals and appetizers are available and 
pricing ranges from $5—$30 depending on the selection.   

Next Gathering: The Recovery Room Restaurant, 
445 Ocean Avenue, New London 
 

Date: Thursday, May 24 at 6:00 PM 
 

Deadline:  Please contact Ellen in the parish office 
or Lori Sarkett at 860.287.5500 or 
lorisarketthne@gmail.com by 4:30 PM on 
Monday, May 21. 

3 Barbara Calkins 

4 Martha Anderson 

5 Rose Kydd 

5 Anne Carr Bingham 

5 David Rainey 

8 Ellen Merrill 

9 William Sieburg 

10 Arthur Boulanger 

12 Carol Bunting 

12 William  Cooper 

14 Margaret Murallo 

14 Barbara Skinner 

14 Diana Cortes 

17 Elizabeth Traggis 

18 Karen Hatcher-Sneed 

20 Dhruv Mathews 

20 Donovan Dunning 
 

25 Thomas Clark 
 

25 Judy Benson 
 

25 Caleb Sieburg 

25 Mark Enoch 

27 Janet Kepner 

27 JoAn Collins 



 

 

Senior Luncheon with  

Holy Eucharist 

Good Friday 

Stations of the 

Cross—Out in 

the City 

A Special Announcement 
 

It is with a collective lump in our throat that we announce the departure 

of Simon Jacobs, who served as Director of The Anglican Singers from September, 2013, to 

April, 2018.  Simon has accepted a position as Director of Music at Grace and St. Stephen’s 

Episcopal Church in Colorado Springs, where he will oversee a vibrant music program that 

includes five choirs. 
 

During his tenure with the Singers, Simon’s exceptional talent as a seasoned musician and 

choir director brought the group to a new level of musical sophistication by challenging us 

vocally and exposing us to repertoires that were new to us.  We will miss his leadership but 

will never forget the valuable lessons he taught us. 
 

While we undertake the search for a new director, Simon Holt, our current organist and 

former director, will once again assume the latter role during the transition period, for which 

we are profoundly grateful. 
 

And so we wish Simon and Mira Jacobs Godspeed as they begin a new and exciting 

chapter in their lives—at 6,000 ft. “Rocky Mountain High”! 
 

Anne Carr Bingham, Secretary 

The Anglican Singers 

The Anglican Singers 

Easter Sunday—combined 

choirs singing “I am the 

bread of life” 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal   

Practicing our Faith 

Earth Day 

Blessing of the Compost 



 

 

  

 

The Jumble Shoppe  

The Racial Reconciliation Working Group 
The Racial Reconciliation Working Group met in March.  Six of the original members were 

there and there were five new people interested in the work.  Jan Dargel, the parish 

historian brought great resources with her.  

One of the goals of the Beloved Community Initiative is Telling the Truth about the Church 

and Race.  It asks the question, “What have we done and left undone?”  It is based on the 

baptismal vow “We will persevere in resisting evil, and when you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord.” 

One of the goals of the working group is to do a racial justice audit.  What is the history of St. 

James and SECT that has never been told that is related to race?  How can we share this 

with the SE Region?  We will continue doing this work as we also decide how we can 

change our behaviors now so that we are more respectful of all people regardless of color 

and ethnicity. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deacon Ellen, co-chair 

On Saturday, May 12, the Jumble Shoppe will throw a party in the Hallam Lounge to 

celebrate its 50th year in service to the New London community.  During regular shop hours of 

10:00 AM to 1:00 PM our volunteers will welcome parishioners and the community to enjoy 

refreshments and see a display of the history of the shop in Hallam Lounge.  Please set aside 

some time that Saturday to celebrate with us! 
 

The shop is now decked out for spring (even though spring has been slow to come to us this 

year!).  We are accepting donations of transitional and summer clothes as well as household 

items, linens, and jewelry.  We have a small volunteer staff and very limited storage space, so 

please do not send winter clothing at this time.  We will gladly accept gently used winter 

apparel in September. 
 

We will be holding our annual parking lot tag sale on Saturday, June 16 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 

PM to raise money for the Ecuador Mission trip in August.  If you have large household items 

to pass along, we will happily accept these in June.  Again, lack of storage space in the 

undercroft is an issue, so please contact the parish office or Dorothy Sieburg at 860.710.1649 

to arrange for drop-off or pick-up of tag sale items. 
 

Dorothy Sieburg, Manager  

Jumble Shoppe celebrating its Golden Anniversary 

Save the Date: Sunday, June 24 
Chicken Barbecue Ecuador Mission Trip Fundraiser.   



 

 

Our mission is to make quilts for the children in the Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) Nurse 

Family Partnership (which cares for new mothers).  Our meetings are on the second and 

fourth Thursday of the month from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  New members are always 

welcome.  You do not have to know how to quilt, our experienced quilters will gladly 

teach you.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mary Chartier at 

860.443.0590. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Margaret Murallo, member 

Caring for Creation Committee 

St. James Quilters 

All are welcome to attend a gentle yoga class at St. James and create inner peace and 

calm through breathing exercises, meditation and gentle yoga poses. We have fun, too!!! 

 

St. James Gentle yoga class is for every-body.   Bring your mat (mats will be available) or feel 

free to sit for “chair yoga”.  Our time together will start with sharing a favorite poem or prayer. 

Then, a short centering meditation followed by gentle yoga poses. All will be encouraged to 

do what they feel is right for their body and simply enjoy!!  
 

Lead by:  
 

Nancy Higgins and Karla Umland 

(Nancy is a  certified yoga teacher from Blissworks here in New London)  

 

When: Join us during the month of May on Saturday, May 5 and May 26 at 8:30 AM. 

St. James Yoga and Meditation Group 

Please mark your calendars for these upcoming activities: 9:30-11:30 AM on May 19, hike at 

the Connecticut College Arboretum property off Gallows Lane; 6:00 PM June 6, vegetarian 

pot luck and environmental movie night. Join us at our next meeting of Caring for Creation 

committer at 5:30 PM on Thursday, May 17.  If you have questions or would like to be part of 

the committee, please email me at: moss153@att.net.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Judy Benson, chair 

Blessing of the compost 

on Earth Day 

mailto:moss153@att.net


 

 

Stewardship—Trivia Game  
How much do you know about St. James parish? 

Sunday May 6, after the 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

Why is this a stewardship activity? The umbrella of stewardship protects and fosters our 

church community and the larger community in various ways. Our fellowship, caring for 

and knowing each other more fully, and our understanding of who we are and who we 

were, inform our mission as a parish. How will St. James become a part of the Jesus 

Movement in 2018? 

So the Stewardship team invites everyone to come celebrate St. James on May 6 when 

we will test your knowledge of our parish and its history in the New London community with 

a trivia quiz. Bet you all know that the first St. James community dates back to1725 when it 

was part of the Church of England, but do you know where the first St. James church 

building stood in New London? Come find out!  Prizes will be awarded 

to the top three trivia winners! 

Safe Church Training 
Safe Church training is required by resolution of St. James Vestry, for all parishioners in 

positions of leadership (i.e., new Vestry, Wardens, Officers, etc.) and for anyone involved 

with our youth, home/hospital visitation and the elderly.  
 

All those needing Safe Church training are expected to take the training as soon as 

possible.  Copies of the certificates of completion are required to be kept on file in the 

parish office.  Recertification is required every three years.  There is no cost to attend.  

Please go to the following  link on the Diocesan web-site for more information, dates of 

classes and to register online https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/

Safe_Church_Training_Schedule.asp? 
 

Certification Training: Saturday, May 12, 2018, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM at St. James in New 

London. 

St. James’ Mission Statement 
We are a forward looking, multi-cultural  

and inclusive faith community,  

proclaiming and doing Christ’s work 

 of love and justice in the greater New London area  

and the world.  

 Approved at the April 10, 2018 Vestry meeting. 

https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Safe_Church_Training_Schedule.asp?utm_source=eNews+Jan+14%2C+2014&utm_campaign=Jan+14+enews&utm_medium=email
https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Safe_Church_Training_Schedule.asp?utm_source=eNews+Jan+14%2C+2014&utm_campaign=Jan+14+enews&utm_medium=email


 

 

Parish Financials 
ST. JAMES CHURCH 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

April 10, 2018 
 

This report covers from January 1, 2018 through February 28, 2018. 
 

Total Income: 

Budgeted Amount:   $43,751 

Actual Amount:              $49,576 

Amount Actual is Over Budget:              $5,825 

The primary contributor to budget overrun is Pledge Income, which is $4,477 above the 

budgeted amount.   
 

Total Expenses: 

Budgeted Amount:   $71,191 

Actual Amount:                       $69,766 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:  $1,425 

The primary contributor to this expenditure underrun is Sexton Wage Expense, which is 

$3,502 under the budgeted amount (we had no Sexton services during January). 
 

Net Ordinary Income: 

 Total Income:              $49,576 

 Total Expenses:                        $69,766  

 Net Ordinary Income:            -$20,190 

 Endowment Income Applied     $27,444 

Net Income                           $7,254 
 

Summary:  As of February 28, 2018, we are $7,254 ahead of where we expected to be 

based on our 2018 budget. 
 

Investment Summary: 

 Balance 12/31/2017:          $3,306,459 

 Balance 02/28/2018:          $3,307,302 

 Total Value Change:                    $843 

 Withdrawal 5%:                $27,444 

 Change Pre-Withdrawal:     $28,287 
 

Summary: Our pre-withdrawal investment value has increased by $28,287, about 0.8%, 

through February 28, 2018.  After factoring in the 5% withdrawal, our investments are up 

$843, about zero percent through February. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Gerald F. Miller, Treasurer 
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