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September 2017 

The Net 

St .  James Episcopal  Church  

St. James’ Mission Statement 
 

St. James is called to serve God, Christ, and the community of Greater New London. 
 

From The Rector’s Desk 

There is so much happening in the world.   
 

This has been true in every age; but for some reason our worlds seem to be that much more 

polarized, today.  How are you taking measure of all of this?  And what are the spiritual 

practices you are engaging in to keep your center in God?  
 

A couple of weeks ago during our Sunday services, I invited our parishioners to engage in a 

silent meditation.  It’s a device that I will employ more often during the waiting and 

watching liturgical season of Advent. More than anything, it was about intentionally setting 

aside time to be immersed in he divine.  Richard Rohr, a Franciscan monk, in his latest book 

entitled The Naked Now, shares that “prayer became an attempt to change God and 

aggrandize ourselves instead of what it was meant to be - an interior practice to change 

the one who is praying, which will always happen if we stand calmly before this uncanny 

and utterly safe Presence, allowing the Divine Gaze to invade and heal our unconscious, 

the place where 95% of our motivations and reactions come from.”    
 

My friends, as disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to be signs of the Reign of God here in 

this world and remake the world into the beloved community.  And yet only transformed 

people can transform the world.  It is in the discipline of opening ourselves up to this divine 

gaze that we allow ourselves the opportunity to be transformed. As the Trappist Monk, 

Thomas Keating, says, “it’s called Divine Therapy,” where God unmasks us, gently pulling 

down the illusions of our false self.  A false self that has been constructed by endless 

“programs of happiness,” to meet our carefully constructed needs.  The false self can end 

up driving what we do, and how we live in our lives, in a way that is completely 

unconscious.      
 

This divine gaze, or centering prayer as Keating names it, invites us be open and to be 

immersed within the love of God. I have had the experience of engaging in this practice 

while I worked for a year as a Young Adult Service Core mission volunteer to the Anglican 

Church of Southern Africa from The Episcopal Church. I was stationed in Cape Town, and 

focused on HIV/AIDS activism with a group of young adults. Twice a day for twenty minutes, 

I meditated and did centering prayer, where I focused on a phrase and was quiet. It was a 
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profound experience, because the divine evacuation 

opened up my child hood and things that I hadn’t 

completely processed.  The practice of centering prayer 

allowed me the chance to integrate those experiences into 

my life, to become whole and transform my life.    
 

There is so much to share about this practice and the 

practicalities around it; and as I mentioned on that Sunday, 

I’d like to start a centering prayer group here at our Church 

and am interested to see if anybody would feel the call to 

join.  There are already a couple of parishioners who have 

shared an interest and I wonder if there are more folks.  Please 

do send me an email or give me a call at the office and let 

me know.  
 

Prayer, my friends, centering prayer—it has a way of 

changing your life.            
 

Faithfully, 
 

Fr. Ranjit 

 

 

 

The Rector’s Desk cont’d 

 

We celebrate our new ministry  

with the Rev. Ranjit K. Mathews  

as 22
nd

 rector of St. James Parish 

at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, November 28 

with Bishop Ian T. Douglas, officiating 
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Summer Schedule Comes to an End 

Our Sunday Schedule  

for the Holy Eucharist  

is constant  throughout the Year: 
 

8 AM, 10 AM and 5 PM 
 

Please note exceptions: September 10—one Eucharist at Waterford 

Beach Park at noon followed by parish picnic.  September 17—8 AM 

and 10 AM Holy Eucharist in the Church and  5 PM Evensong at 

Pequot Chapel.   
 

We return to our regular format on Sunday, September 17. 
 

 8 AM Rite I, 10 AM Rite II, 5 PM Contemporary 

 We again include three readings at both morning Liturgies, and 

sing a Sequence Hymn at 10 AM  

 Regular Parish Office hours resume Monday, September 11. 

Regular Office Hours 
 

Monday—Friday 

9:30—12:30 
 

Lunch 12:30—1:30 
 

And, afternoons: 

1:30—3:30 

We welcome Dana Capasso Stivers to serve as our parish intern for 

the year.  She has served as the Associate Executive Director and 

Chaplain at Incarnation Center, an Episcopal camp, retreat and 

nature center located in Ivoryton since 2014. Previously, Dana worked 

in banking in DC and NY and for the Yale University Chaplain’s office. 

She has also recently served as a summer parish intern at St. 

Stephen’s in East Haddam and a chaplain intern at Midstate Medical 

Center.  She holds a BA from Mount Holyoke College and an M. Div. 

from Yale.   Dana will work at St. James for 6—10 hours per week and 

we are excited to have her with us. 
 

Originally from Maine, Dana and her wife, Abby, love living on site at 

Incarnation and have enjoyed getting to know the Shoreline region 

over the past few years. In her spare time Dana enjoys running, 

crossfit, gardening and hiking with Abby and their dog, Casco. Dana 

is looking forward to learning with and serving the St. James 

community this year.  
 

Thanks! 
 

in peace, 
 

Dana 

Our New Intern 
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Maintenance and Grounds Projects 

Before and after 

photos of Rectory  

grounds. Work was 

completed by  

Blais Lawncare and 

Landscaping. 

Thank you Martha and Ralph 

Anderson for pruning the trees 

in front of  the church.  
New steps  installed at church 

main entrance.  Work was 

completed by GS Flatwork LLC.  

Many thanks to Deanna 

Bossdorf, Peter Hewitt and Mike 

Spence for weeding, watering 

and maintaining the church 

gardens.  Special appreciation 

to Deanna for the beautiful 

addition of marigolds. 

Thanks to Diane Theis for 

undertaking the huge painting 

project of the parish hall.   

Library/meeting room.  
Fr. Ranjit’s  office/formerly 

 rector’s parlor. 
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Choral Evensong at Pequot Chapel, 

Sunday, September 17, 2017; 

& St. James’ Schedule for 2017–2018 
 

The Anglican Singers will open their 2017–2018 season with a service of evensong at Pequot 

Chapel on Sunday, September 17, at 5 :00 PM.  We hope to see you there. 
 

Our schedule thereafter is as follows (ALL services at 5:00 PM at St. James): 
 

Evensong: Sunday, October 22 

Advent Lessons and Carols: Sunday, December 10 

Evensong (Epiphany 4): Sunday, January 28, 2018 

Evensong (Lent 4): Sunday, March 11 

Evensong (Easter 3): Sunday, April 15 
 

Please join us for these services. 
 

The Singers have just returned from their U.K. residencies at Truro Cathedral in Cornwall and 

Exeter Cathedral in Devon.  You can find additional information about their sojourn on 

page 6 of The Net. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Anne Carr Bingham 

Secretary, The Anglican Singers 

St. James Memorial Garden 
This photo is in 

appreciation for the 

hard work and due 

diligence of Lori 

Sarkett and the 

memorial garden 

committee: Dick King, 

Pat King, Beverly 

Driscoll, Dorothy 

Sieburg and Diane 

Theis for designing, 

preparing and 

overseeing the 

project through 

completion.   

Bossdorf, Peter Hewitt and Mike 

The Anglican Singers 
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The Anglican Singers recently returned from an exciting sojourn in the United Kingdom, 

where we served as choir-in-residence at Truro Cathedral in Cornwall and Exeter Cathedral 

in Devon.  What a thrill and privilege it was to perform the timeless music of the Anglican 

tradition in those magnificent and sacred spaces. 
 

During our residencies, we sang eleven services: three Masses for Choral Eucharist and eight 

evensongs.  Each day but one (our free day on August 2nd), we rehearsed, often two times a 

day, performed, and, on two successive Sundays, sang twice.  It was a challenge—but one 

we would not have missed for the world! 
 

It wasn’t all work and no play: part of almost every day was set aside to tour some of the 

loveliest and most historic sites in southwest England, among them Buckfast Abbey, a 

working Benedictine monastery; Powderham Castle, home to almost a millennium of the 

Courtenay family, earls of Devon; and the famous port city of Dartmouth on the south coast. 
 

We are blessed in our director Simon Jacobs, a native of Cornwall and for years a boy 

chorister at Truro Cathedral; and in our gifted organist (and former director) Simon Holt, both 

of whom inspired us to our best efforts and enhanced the experience for us all. 
 

For Sunday, September 17th (“Welcome Back Sunday”), members of the choir who are also 

Anglican Singers will set up a table featuring labeled photos of our trip.  The following Sunday 

(9/24) at coffee hour following the 10:00 service, Anne Bingham, Katherine Brighty, and Deb 

Downes will make a brief presentation of our residencies at Truro and Exeter. 
 

Additionally, photos of our trip will be posted on our website (www.anglicansingers.org) as 

they become available. 
 

Anne Carr Bingham 

The Anglican Singers at Truro and Exeter 

Cathedrals: 7/27–8/7/17 

http://www.anglicansingers.org


Volume 11 Issue 8 THE NET Page 7 

Programs for Children 

Our plans for the new program year will be 

 revealed shortly!  Stay tuned to our website, 

facebook page and church announcements 

for all the details.  
 

Please contact Fr. Ranjit if any children are  

interested  in attending confirmation classes. 

I’m excited about coming to spend some time with you on October 

15th.  Since I started on June 6th as the SE Region Missionary for the 

Episcopal Church in Connecticut, I have been visiting the 16 parishes that 

make up our region.  I have also been able to have conversations with 

most of the clergy of the region.  This has been and I imagine will continue 

to be a time of deep listening for the voice of God, as we seek to lay a 

foundation to faithful, fruitful ministry together in God’s kingdom. 
 

The specifics of my forum time with you are being worked out – much in 

this role is a “work in progress.”  I do want to share with you the “4 C’s” 

that are at the heart of what I am doing as a Region Missionary.    

The Rev. Rachel Thomas—Southeastern 

Region Missionary 

  I am a Catalyst:  sharing ideas and hopefully sparking our common imagination as we 

engage together in God’s mission of reconciliation.  I am on the lookout for those who are 

Catalysts on the local level, so that I can encourage them and share their ideas in the 

Region. 
 

  I Convene:  hosting and gathering Episcopalians and anyone else who may have a 

perspective or resource to share.  Who would you like to “bring to the table” to build on 

an existing ministry?  Let’s get together and pray and talk and imagine what God might 

do next. 
 

  I Connect:  parishioners sharing interests in building networks around a particular focus of 

ministry; parishes with others in the Region engaged in God’s work of reconciliation (even 

if they don’t call it that); all of us with the wider Church as a part of ECCT. 

 I expand our Capabilities to be disciples and apostles of Jesus:  as we pray together, and 

seek to discern Jesus’ voice amidst all of the other voices in this world, and then 

experiment together with ways of carrying forth God’s love into our neighborhoods.   

St. James has had a pivotal and vibrant role in New London.  You have lived out each of 

these 4 C’s in your care for each other and those around you in New London (and 

beyond).  As God has now called us to walk together, I know you will have much to offer to 

our common life.  I look forward to this next step learning from each other as we proclaim 

Jesus’ good news that “the kingdom of God has come near.”   
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Sunday, September 10,  2017 
Waterford Beach Park, Shelter #1 

12 noon—Holy Eucharist 
 

Picnic lunch to follow 

Hotdogs, hamburgers and soft drink beverages provided. 
 

Please bring salads, desserts, etc. to share. 
 

$3 per person, $10 maximum per family, children under 5 free 

The Episcopal Church teaches the biblical tithe as the standard of stewardship.  The Vestry 

of St. James believes that they and all parishioners strive to understand and meet that goal 

Adopted by the Vestry 

November 15, 2004 

Fall Parish Clean Up 
We need everyone’s help to 

make our church, parish 

house, and grounds a more 

attractive and welcoming  

place! 
 

Walter Chojnacki, 

Chair,  

Buildings & Grounds 

Our Annual Parish Fall Clean-Up Day will 

be held on Saturday, October 28.  We’ll 

begin work at 9:00 AM—yes, there will be 

coffee and donuts and pizza at noon.   
 

A sign up sheet will be in the parish hall.  

Please, join us as we clean up our 

facilities both inside and out.  

   

 

The Supper Group of St. James 

September’s event is our parish picnic. 
 

Watch the Sunday Announcements and our Facebook 
page for upcoming Supper Group outings. 

 

Rumor has it for a bus trip to New York  on Saturday, 
December 2.  Contact Lori Sarkett at 860.701.0481. 

Jumble Shoppe News 
The Jumble Shoppe has reopened after its summer break.  We are currently accepting 

donations of new or gently used, clean fall and winter clothing,  jewelry, household and 

decorative items are always welcome especially bath linens. 
 

We welcome anyone willing to volunteer weekly, monthly, or once in a while.  The Shoppe is 

open on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  If interested, please contact 

Dorothy Sieburg at 860.710.1649 or by email at dorothysfolly@gmail.com. 
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The names on this list reflect the information as 

recorded in the church database.  Is your name 

(or a family member’s name) missing?  If so, 

please contact the parish office and provide us 

with the accurate information! 

September  

1 Marina Santos-

 Ortiz 

5 Marilyn Percy 

6 Eleanor Godfrey 

6 Effie McCarthy 

7 Tracy Smith 

7 Angel Febo 

8 Evelyn Peyton 

9 Elizabeth 

 Rottinghaus 

10 Sheila Saari 

10 Kristine Bath 

11 Mariea Spencer 

16 Katherine Brighty 

16 Roxanne Steed 

17 Miles Collins 

17 Nancy Vogel 

17 Charles Ramey 

19 Ronald Steed 

19 Edward Janusz 

21 Beverly Skeffington 

21 Lori Sarkett 

24 Beatrice 

McLaughlin 

26 Dean  Hantzopoulos 

 

27 Peter Hewitt 

28 Cole Williams 

29 Keith Carter 

 It is hard to believe that it is that time of 

year to start thinking of cold weather—but 

we are!  
 

Please keep your eyes open for hats, 

mittens, and scarves.  We officially start our 

collection in October but we will gladly 

take any contributions at  anytime!  The 

items may be handmade or store 

purchased.  If you are unable to do either 

of these then consider a monetary 

donation and we will shop for you.    

A big thanks to all the knitters who have 

already been generous with their 

handiwork.   
 

Thank you.   
 

Sue Chojnacki (860 440-3427) 

 

Hats, Mittens, Gloves and Scarves 

St. James Quilters 
We start up again on Thursday, September 14 at 10:00 AM.  We meet the second and 

fourth Thursday of every month at 0:00 AM—2:00 PM.  All are welcome.  You don’t need to 

know how to quilt, we are happy to teach you.  Any questions, please contact Mary 

Chartier at 860.443.0590 or Marcia Pierce at 860.443.5579. 
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Vestry’s Stewardship Statement 
The Episcopal Church teaches the biblical tithe as the standard of stewardship.  The Vestry 

of St. James believe that they and all parishioners strive to understand and meet that goal 

as they personally are able.        Adopted by the Vestry 

The Vestry met on Tuesday, August 1.  The following items were discussed: (1) A contract 

has been signed with Otis Elevator, replacing Thyssen-Krup Elevator Co.  Otis will come 

quarterly for inspections.  (2) The Stewardship Committee continues to seek additional 

members to help with this year-long ministry. (3) The Vestry Retreat will be Friday evening, 

September 15, and a half day at Ender’s Island on Saturday, September 16.  (4) Outside 

signage is needed.  Parishioners interested in pursuing this project are asked to see Fr. Ranjit. 

(5) Regarding future events, a Ministry Fair will be held Sunday, September 17 at 9:00 AM.  

Also, A Celebration of New Ministry will be held on Tuesday, November 28, at 7:00 PM with 

Bishop Douglas presiding.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jan Dargel, 

Parish Clerk 

Vestry Notes 

Media Outreach 

Please help with St. James Online & Media Outreach 
  

We are working to help parishioners connect and stay informed, and are looking to build 

our community through the internet and social media. In order for this effort to grow and be 

successful, we need your help! 
  

It's really simple. If you are on Facebook, please 'like' the St. James facebook page: St 

James Episcopal Church (New London, CT). Once you are a 'friend' of the page, please 

interact with us: visit the page, like our posts and share our posts.  Feel free to post 

something that we can share. Finally, connect with each other and invite your friends 

(where appropriate) to like our page. This will help St. James have more visibility. 
  

Music on Whale Oil Row has its own facebook page. Please do the same for that page. 
  

We share information and resources from Episcopal news, parish events and happenings, 

inspirations, etc. If there is something you would like to see more of on our page, please 

contact Emma Palzere-Rae by email at emmapalzererae@gmail.com 

  

Thanks for your help! 
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Parish Financials 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

August 1, 2017 
 

This report covers from January 1, 2017 through June 30, 2017. 
 

Total Income: 

Budgeted Amount:   $133,252 

Actual Amount:    $116,098 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:   $17,153 
 

The primary contributor to budget underrun is Pledge Income, which is $13,813 below the 

budgeted amount. 
 

Total Expenses: 

Budgeted Amount:   $204,342 

Actual Amount:    $186,138 

Amount Actual is Under Budget:   $18,204 
 

The primary contributor to this expenditure underrun is Clergy Benefits, which is $21,472 

under the budgeted amount. 
 

Net Ordinary Income: 

 Total Income:   $116,009 

 Total Expenses:   $186,138 

 Net Ordinary Income:           -$  70,039 

 Endowment Income Applied: $  71,100 

Net Income                $  1,061 
 

Summary:  At the midpoint of the calendar year, we are $1,061 ahead of where we 

expected to be based on our 2017 budget—essentially on budget. 
 

Investment Summary: 

 Balance 12/31/16:   $2,949,951 

 Balance 06/30/17:   $3,064,971 

 Total Value Change:    $115, 020 

 Withdrawal 5%:        $71,000 

 Withdrawal-Elevator Repair      $23,788 

Change Pre-Withdrawal:     $209,908 
 

Summary:  Our pre-withdrawal investment value has increased by 

$209,908 about 7.1%, through June 30, 2017.  After factoring in the 5% 

withdrawal, and the withdrawal for the elevator repairs, our investments 

are up to $115,020 about 3.9% through June 30. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Gerald F. Miller, Treasurer 
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Sunday, September 17 
 

9:00 AM in the Parish Hall 
 
 Meet fellow parishioners  
 Learn about our ministries 
 Get involved  


