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The NET

The Episcopal branch of The Jesus Movement
Over the past month or so, some of you might have heard me using the phrase, “We are
The Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement, here in New London.” It is something that our
Presiding Bishop, Michael B. Curry has used ever since he was elevated as the Primate of
The Episcopal Church. And I love it.
The PB is not making up something new but is drawing on an ancient understanding of the
Church. At the very inception of early Christian community, and what we find in the Acts of
the Apostles, we hear of “the Way.” Thousands of years ago, there was no such thing as
Churches, it was the “way” or becoming people of the way. By the process of becoming
cozy with the Roman empire, and the cultural conflation that so often constricts religion, we
have Christianity. And yet, if we pay attention to the Incarnation of God, Jesus Christ, he
makes no mention of building a Church – but what he does do, is command his disciples to
follow him. Jesus’ fundamental mission was drawing people to the way of Love, and
proclaiming, embodying the Realm of God.
As people of faith, as Episcopalians - Bishop Curry is calling us forward, by having us
remember that the Way of Jesus, the way of Love is what it was all about. The Jesus
Movement was, well, as you guessed it, a movement. As he describes it, it was a
“community of people whose lives were centered on Jesus Christ and committed to living
the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial, and redemptive love.” It was about a
loving, liberating, and life-giving relationship with God, each other and Creation. It was/is
the way of Love, as Bishop Curry preached so passionately about during the Royal Wedding
in the United Kingdom, for which he received so much world wide adulation. This way of
Love has the power to “change lives and change the world.”
My friends, I share all of this so that we might remember that we are in fact a part of this
Jesus Movement, a way of Love that seeks to transform unjust structures, that seeks to honor
the dignity of every human being, that seeks to transform this world from “the nightmare
that it so often is to the Realm of God, which it is called to be.” To remember that as we
center ourselves around Jesus, sharing in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, we are called
to be disciples and go out to the world sharing this wonderfully, powerful love. We know
and have experienced this in our lives, and so are called to proclaim the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus! A love shared with us, that goes beyond anything we are capable of
understanding. No principality, no person: nothing can separate us from the Love of God.
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And so my friends – how are YOU, how are WE going to go
out into our neighborhoods, and radically share of God’s
love and abundance? The is our calling, this is how we
move and become The Episcopal branch of the Jesus
Movement here in New London.
In Christ,
Ranjit

News from our Deacon
Most of us do not like rules, even when we make them
ourselves. Rules seem to be made to be broken. I also know
from experience that a rule of life is great help to someone
trying to live a Christian life. Most founders of religious
communities wrote a Rule of Life for the monks or nuns to live
by. Rules of life help us live intentional lives as followers of
Christ. They help us figure out how we want to spend our time.
Most rules include worship, study and action. The Jesus
Movement has A Way of Life, practices for a Jesus -Centered
Life. Reflect on which components are part of your week:
Pray, Worship, Turn, Learn, Go, Bless, Rest.
Writing a Rule of Life that was Ellen specific got me through a
difficult time in my life. You may want to add specific rules
that are life giving to you:
I will attend AA meetings.
I will tell someone when I am abused.
I will shop for items but I won’t purchase them.
Come Wednesday nights and get the support of other fellow
parishioners on The Way of Love!

Parish Office Hours:
Summer hours continue through Friday, September 7 when the parish office is open each
weekday from 9:30 AM—12:30 PM. The parish office is closed during the afternoon hours
while the staff is working on special projects. Phone messages are checked frequently.
Our regular parish office hours schedule resumes on Monday, September 10. The office
will be open each weekday from 9:30 AM—12:30 PM and 1:30 PM—3:30 PM.

Our regular Sunday Worship schedule resumes
September 2
8:00 AM (Rite I), 10:00 AM (Rite II) and 5:00 PM (Celtic Eucharist).

Sunday Parish Events—September
September 2—Blessing of the Backpacks.
September 9—one service at 12 Noon (Contemporary) at Waterford Beach Park, Shelter #1
followed by the picnic potluck lunch. A sign-up sheet and directions are available on the
buffet in the parish hall or contact Ellen in the parish office during the week.
September 16—Parish Ministry Fair. Come join fellow parishioners as we will learn about the
various ministries within our parish. The fair will be held during the coffee hour after the 8:00
AM and 10:00 AM services.
September 23—Forum on St. Francis House.
September 30th—Music on Whale Oil Row program at 3:00 PM of excerpts from recently
composed operas by Balint Karosi, Eun Young Lee, and Will Cooper (our Organist/
Choirmaster), featuring fabulous soloists Carrie Hennessey, soprano and Paul An, bassbaritone.
September 30—Forum on Global partnership.
Dear friends,

On Sunday, September 30th, we welcome the Rev. David Copley, Director of Global
Partnerships for The Episcopal Church as our Preacher and forum leader. David is my former
boss while I worked on the Staff of the Presiding Bishop, and also served as a missionary in
Liberia and Bolivia. He will be around to greet parishioners after the 8:00 AM service, and at
11:30 AM he will offer a Forum on our partnerships within the Anglican Communion. David is
a font of information, and has been an incredible diplomat for The Episcopal Church over
the many years he has served in this capacity.
I truly hope you will join us for what will surely be a wonderful opportunity to hear more about
the incredible ministry of our Global partnerships staff.
in Christ,
Ranjit

September Birthdays
5

Marilyn Percy

16 Katherine Brighty

21 Lori Sarkett

6

Eleanor Godfrey

16 Roxanne Steed

24 Beatrice McLaughlin

6

Effie McCarthy

17 Nancy Vogel

26 Dean Hantzopoulos

8

Evelyn Peyton

17 Charles Ramey

27 Peter Hewitt

9

Elizabeth Rottinghaus

19 Ronald Steed

28 Cole Williams

10 Sheila Saari

19 Edward Janusz

29 Keith Carter

10 Kristine Bath

21 Beverly Skeffington

We welcome our newest member
Tharon Ann Jensen
Baptized on Sunday, August 12, 2018

Christian Formation
We are Easter people, committed to being disciples of Christ. Christian formation is more than Christian education. It is what helps us become more committed followers of Christ in community and in
the world. It helps us live in right relationship with others, with the people who are nearest and dearest to our hearts and to complete strangers as well.

This fall we will read Being Disciples by Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury. We will discuss the book but we will also support each other in our faith journeys and discern how we can represent Christ better as a congregation. Please join us this fall on
Wednesday nights beginning September 12th 5:15 Worship in the Hallam Chapel , 6:00 – 6:30
Pot-luck Supper, 6:30 – 8:00 Discussion. Please contact Ellen in the parish office or Deacon Ellen at
deaconellen98@yahoo.com if you plan on joining us on Wednesday evenings. The cost of the book
is $8.00 and is available in the parish office.

News from our Organist/Choirmaster
We are looking forward so much to kicking off the 2018-2019 choir season this September. Our first
Sunday back will be September 16th at the 10:00 AM service. This season, the choir will rehearse on
select Monday evenings, and Sundays after the 10:00 AM service. This past season saw the expansion
of membership in the Choir, and the creation of the St. James Children's Choir. We are always looking
to expand membership in both choirs. If you, or anyone you know is interested in contributing to the
musical life at St. James, please contact me at wilhelm.fassbinder@gmail.com.
We were very pleased this past spring to bring back our concert series at St. James, Music on Whale
Oil Row, beginning with Simon Jacobs' incredible organ recital in April. This fall, we have two exciting
events scheduled. The first, on September 30th, is a program of excerpts from recently composed
operas by Balint Karosi, Eun Young Lee, and myself, featuring fabulous soloists Carrie Hennessey,
soprano and Paul An, bass-baritone. The second, on October 21st, is a wonderful program of parlor
songs by soprano Phred Mileski, and pianist Robert Humphreville. Both programs begin at 3:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Will

The Anglican Singers
THE ANGLICAN SINGERS HAVE A NEW DIRECTOR!
It is with great pleasure that The Anglican Singers announce the appointment of our new
Music Director, the Reverend Benjamin Straley. As both a musician and a clergyman, he is
uniquely qualified to lead and enhance our worship through music in the years ahead.
From 2012–2018, Benjamin was Organist and Associate Director of Music at Washington
National Cathedral, where, in addition to his instrumental responsibilities, he assisted in
conducting and rehearsing the Cathedral choir—considered by many to be the premier
cathedral choir of the Anglican tradition in the United States. The Cathedral is one of only a
few places in America that maintain a tradition of daily Evensong, which, as in the English
tradition, is sung Sunday through Thursday during the academic term.
Prior to his appointment at National Cathedral, Benjamin was an Organ Scholar at Trinity
Church on the Green in New Haven, as well as Organist and Choirmaster of the Episcopal
Church at Yale.
Upon completion of his undergraduate studies at Indiana University, he entered the Yale
Institute of Sacred Music in 2008. In 2010, he became one of the few Americans in the
history of the Haarlem (Netherlands) Organ Festival to compete in its world-renowned
improvisation competition. He was featured in the May, 2015, issue of The Diapason as one
of the “Top 20 under 30” list of young organists and church musicians in the country.
Benjamin holds master’s degrees in Music and Divinity from Yale University, in addition to a
Certificate in Anglican Studies from Berkeley Divinity School. He is a Deacon of the
Episcopal Church, and has commenced his service as Assistant Rector of St. John’s
Episcopal Church in Essex.
Benjamin follows in the footsteps of a distinguished line of directors of The Anglican Singers,
beginning with our beloved founding director, Marianna Wilcox. We are confident that
together we will build upon the strengths of the past with a clear vision of the future, as we
continue, within the context of our Anglican heritage, to express and share the rich and
venerable tradition of Choral Evensong.
We are likewise delighted to report that Simon Holt, our superb accompanist, one-time
director, and good friend, will continue as our organist.
As we begin our 2018–2019 season, we invite you to attend our opening service of evensong
at Pequot Chapel on Sunday, September 23rd, at 5:00 PM. Please join with us to share in this
meaningful experience and to welcome Benjamin Straley.
Respectfully submitted,
Anne Carr Bingham, Secretary

New Intern
It brings me joy to welcome into our parish, Mrs. Mary Barnett, who will serve as our ECCT
intern for this coming year. Mary has already had a traditional parish internship and yet, is
eager to learn more about urban ministry and The Episcopal Branch of The Jesus Movement
here at St. James.
Mary is a writer, a former choreographer and dancer and a student at Yale Divinity School
(YDS). She will graduate in May. In the dark and stormy past known as the 80’s, she
graduated from Connecticut College and received a Master’s Degree in Creative Process
from Wesleyan University. She herself is not yet 80. She lives with her husband Dave, a
software engineer and Sam 17, Ben 14, and Mollie 9. Ben loves football, Sam loves theater
and Mollie loves cats. She was baptized at St John’s in Essex in 1994 and has wrestled every
step of the way to deepen her understanding of…all of it.
We are delighted that we get to hear her preach once a month and also teach a class on
the catechism. Because of family commitments and distance (she lives in Branford), she will
only be able to join us for worship twice a month.
She says, “It is a joy to be here, at the corner of Huntington and Federal Streets, on this
particular corner of the Jesus Movement.”
Her first Sunday with us will be on September 9th, when she will preach at our one Noon
time service at Waterford Beach Park. Please join me in welcoming Mary into our midst!
In Christ,
Ranjit

Southeast Region Picnic
Saturday, September 15, 2018, Noon – 3 PM, Waterford Beach
Park
Grilled meat and beverages will be provided. Please bring a side to share.

The St. James Book Club will meet at La Luna Restaurant (located in the Holiday Inn) on
Thursday, September 27 at 6:00 PM.
This month’s book selection will be Still Alice, by Lisa Genova and is currently on reserve at
the New London Public Library. Please bring your driver’s license and local library card to
pick up the book. If you have questions for the New London Public Library, please contact
the reference desk at 860.447.1411.
For more information about the book club or restaurant, please contact Lori Sarkett at
860.287.5500 or lorisarketthne@gmail.com. Meals and appetizers are available and pricing
ranges from $5—$30 depending on the selection.

Church School

Hello Families!
From Bible stories to art/craft activities to singing and making new friends, our last year at
church school has been colorful! We ended our church school program for the year 2017 2018 on Pentecost Sunday with our children singing –“If you believe and I believe..” at the
10:00 AM service. Thanks to Will Cooper for teaching our children different hymns over the
last year. We look forward to learning more hymns in this coming year.
The short, sweet Pentecost lesson was taught by our wonderful Miss Jan Dargel, whom we
will miss dearly in our Sunday school room. After years of dedication to the church school
program, Jan has decided to retire from the program and focus her time and talent on
other areas of interest at our church. We will all miss her warmth and interesting insight into
the different bible stories.
As we soak up the sun and enjoy a few more weeks of summer fun, the church school team
is preparing to extend that fun into the new church calendar year, 2018 -2019. We will start
our Church school program again on the 16th of September. Please note that we have
changed the timing. Classes are now from 9:00 AM to10:15 AM with the hope that we can
have more church school fun.
See you soon.
Peace and love,
Gena & Johanna

Hats, Mittens, Scarves and Gloves
It's still summer but the hat mission is already thinking ahead to colder weather. The knitters
have been busy all year and have done a fabulous job. This year as we collect the hats,
mittens, gloves, and scarves I would like you to consider donating more mittens or gloves in
basic colors. We have been blessed with hats and now need gloves or mittens to match
them! That being said, we are still in need of more hats and scarves too. Even though the
official kick off for this mission isn't until October, I would be very happy to accept any
donations now. Thank you for your thoughtfulness.
Sue Chojnacki, Chair
860.440.3427

St. James Quilters
The St. James Quilters will be meeting on the second and fourth Thursday of each month
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Our mission and goals are to make quilts for the Visiting Nurse
Association (VNA) Nurse Family Partnership (which cares for new mothers) and to help raise
funds for air conditioning in the Parlor. New members are always welcome. You do not
have to know how to quilt. Our experienced quilters will gladly teach you. If you have any
questions please contact Mary Chartier at 860.443.0590.
Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Murallo, member

The Jumble Shoppe
As you may have heard, the Jumble Shoppe had a small problem in late July with ceiling
tiles falling down in the children’s section. Fortunately, this happened at a time the shop
was closed, but it did necessitate closing the shop in July to undertake repairs. Thanks to
the attention of the Buildings and Grounds Committee and our competent carpenter,
Nelson, the shop is now opened for business on August 28, in time for the opening of the
school year.
We are again accepting donations of gently used clothes (preferably fall and winter),
jewelry, linens and housewares. Please bring donations during shop hours on Tuesdays and
Saturdays or call 447.2896 to make other arrangements. Our staff is, as you know, busy with
many task; opening the shop to receive donations distracts them rom their duties. Things
left outside the shop are generally either ruined by weather or ripped off by a passerby.
We will once again be co-sponsoring a Christmas Bazaar with the Quilters of St. James.
Proceeds from this two day event in early December will go to pay for air conditioning for
the Parlor. We will accept Christmas items at anytime in anticipation of this event. Watch
for the date in the October Net and emails.
As always, we appreciate your donations, your prayers and your visits to the shop. We plan
to sponsor a coffee-hour forum sometime this fall to explain more about our history, our
operations, and the many missions and charities our sales support. We hope you will join us
then.
Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy Sieburg, Manager

St. James Writing Group
St. James has started a writing group! Do you want some dedicated time to write?
Journal, poetry, fiction, essay, play ... Bring your pen and paper, or laptop. Bring a
friend! We'll provide the quiet space and company.
Group meets twice monthly. September sessions: Monday 9/10 and 9/24 from 6:30 - 8:00
PM. Good will offerings accepted.
Open to all writers, St. James and beyond. Facilitated by Emma Palzere-Rae.

Fall Parish Clean Up
Our Annual Parish Fall Clean-Up Day will be held on Saturday, September 29
this year. We’ll begin at 9:00 AM—yes, there will be coffee brewed and some goodies to
eat. We anticipate finishing around noon—so we’ll provide some lunch, too!
A sign up sheet will be in the parish hall. Please, join us as we clean up our facilities both
inside and out. We need everyone’s support to make our Church and our grounds an
attractive and welcoming worship place!
Respectfully submitted,
Walter Chojnacki,
Chair, Buildings & Grounds

Racial Reconciliation
Many of you faithfully put coins in United Thank Offering Boxes daily. When this money is put
together, St. James sends between $1,000 and $2,000 a year to the national church to
support mission work all over the world. This year, we have received a grant to support racial reconciliation in New London and the region. There are two components and I hope
you all will support this effort in some way.
The first component is to host four Community Conversations throughout the coming year.
The first of these dinners will be an evening with police officers. This will be an opportunity to
get to know each other as persons and to break down some of the stereotypes we may
have of each other. Diversity is important for this conversation and so it will be by invitation
only. You can help by volunteering to be a guest or by being part of the hospitality staff
that will prepare and serve the meal.
The other component is a day camp to be held next summer. Students at all the area high
schools say that they witness racial discrimination. We will bring youth together to discuss
ways they can address this issue in their respective schools. Many local youth organizations
that already work on this issue have volunteered to help us plan and hold this camp. If you
would like to be on the planning committee, it will be meeting a couple of times a month
now and weekly in the Spring. There will be all kinds of help needed. We will need to write
curriculum, decide on how the staff and campers will be chosen, as well as organizing the
collection of supplies, transportation and food.
Give your name to Deacon Ellen (deaconellen98@yahoo.com, 860.910.3413) or Ellen Merrill
in the parish office (parishoffice@stjamesnl.org, 860.443.4989). Please indicate how you
would like to participate.
Also, keep using those United Thank Offering boxes so that the church can support mission
here and around the world.
Faithfully submitted,

Deacon Ellen

The Lord’s Pantry
Shoppers are needed for the Lord’s Pantry. All shoppers are required to take a shoppers
class at the Gemma Moran Center located on Broad Street in New London. A class is
scheduled for Thursday, September 6 from 1:00 PM—2:30 PM. If you are interested, please
contact Eleanor Godfrey at 860.608.5975 or Ellen in the parish office at 860.443.4989 or by
email at parishoffice@stjamesnl.org.

Social Media Committee

The Social Media Committee is committed to spreading the word of our parish's good works
and engaging our community in The Jesus Movement. You are a critical part of this!
You will notice our wifi password posted around the church. We encourage everyone at
church activities to pull out their phones, take photos or videos, do Facebook Live, or share
your thoughts.
Thanks to everyone who joined our Coffee Hour Conversation in July. We added 'likes' and
'friends' to our Facebook page as we were meeting! We'll be having another session in
October, tba.
We are now creating Facebook announcements for some of our events. This is a great way
to share and invite non-parishioners to join our parish for fellowship. Keep on liking and sharing!
Respectfully submitted,
Emma Palzere-Rae

A Glimpse From the
Ecuador Mission Trip

Parish Financials
ST. JAMES CHURCH
TREASURER’S REPORT
August 7, 2018
This report covers from January 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.
Total Income:
Budgeted Amount:
Actual Amount:
Amount Actual is Over Budget:

$131,252
$134,135
$2,883

Total Expenses:
Budgeted Amount:
Actual Amount:
Amount Actual is Over Budget:

$213,575
$215,720
$2,145

Net Ordinary Income:
Total Income:
Total Expenses:
Net Ordinary Income:
Endowment Income Applied
Net Income

$134,135
$215,720
-$81,585
$82,232
$747

Summary: As of April 30, 2018, we are $747 ahead of where expected to be based on
our 2018 budget.
Investment Summary:
Balance 12/31/2017:
Balance 06/30/2018:
Total Value Change:
Withdrawal 5%:
Change Pre-Withdrawal:

$3,306,459
$3,227,589
-$78,870
$82,232
$3,362

Summary: Our pre-withdrawal investment value has increased by $3,362, about 0.1%,
through June 30, 2018. After factoring in the 5% withdrawal, our investments are down
$78,870, about 2.4% through June.
Respectfully submitted,
Gerald F. Miller, Treasurer
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St. James’ Mission Statement
We are a forward looking, multi-cultural
and inclusive faith community,
proclaiming and doing Christ’s work
of love and justice in the greater New London area
and the world.
Approved at the April 10, 2018 Vestry meeting.

