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June 20, 2021

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Jb 38:1, 8–11
2 Cor 5:14–17
Mk 4:35–41
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A Real Force of Nature

One of the forces of nature that we have 
been unable to control is unruly water. We 

are actually helpless when caught between torrents 
of rain from above and surging water from below. 
It is no wonder the ancestors of ancient Israel who 
lived between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers 
characterized cosmic evil as tumultuous water that 
only the great creator-God could control. This is 
the scene described in the reading from Job. This 
water is not destroyed; it is only harnessed. We will 
have to wait for the end of time for such water to be 
abolished. (“The sea was no more,” Revelation 21:1.) 
This divine power over water is praised in the psalm 
response as well.

Belief in God’s absolute power over chaotic 
water and cosmic evil lies behind the story of Jesus 
calming the sea. This story doesn’t simply recount 
a display of Jesus’ extraordinary command over 
the forces of nature. It is certainly that, but it is 
actually much more. It stands to reason that, if 
only the great creator-God can exercise control 
over this fearsome watery threat, and if Jesus can 
effortlessly exercise control over such water, then 
Jesus is somehow this great creator-God. In today’s 
Gospel, the audacious disciples, who initially 
were frightened by the ferocity of the squall, were 
astounded by Jesus’ authority over the storm. They 
declared, “Who then is this whom even wind and 
sea obey?” (Mark 4:41).

It is clear from this story that Jesus is the real 
force of nature.

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

FOR Reflection
✷ Spend some time thinking about how Jesus has 

protected you from harm.

✷ Pray for the grace to trust in God.

He woke up, rebuked the wind, and 
said to the sea, “Quiet! Be still!” 
The wind ceased and there was 

great calm.
MARK 4:39




