As a diverse family of believers in Jesus Christ, our mission is to glorify God
by celebrating and sharing God’s renewing and transforming love as:
We worship the living God with joy and thanksgiving.
We teach the Word of God to deepen our faith and to grow in
our love for Jesus Christ.
We serve others through sharing the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We fellowship to enrich and energize our life together as a congregation.
We nurture and embrace all God’s children.

First

April 2022

Sunday is “the Lord’s Day,” not technically the “Sabbath” as our Jewish friends might rightly tell us (the Sabbath begins on Friday evening and goes through Saturday). Sunday is “the Lord’s Day”—the first day of the week.
In the Biblical Easter account, we find the following: “Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the sepulcher.” (Matthew 28:1) Sunday, the first day of the
week, was the day of resurrection, when the women went to the tomb of Jesus and found it empty. So, the followers
of the risen Christ, made every Sunday a “little Easter”—the Lord’s Day.
Every Sunday is a ‘little Easter!” Sunday, April 17, is “big Easter” this year. And our 11am service will be
marked by grand celebratory expressions and crowded pews. Being together, in worship and “in person,” is an
apt act of faithfulness.
If pandemic concerns or other reasons cause you to hesitate to be in the 11am service on April 17, I have an
offer to make: we will hold an 8:30am service in our sanctuary…if 12 people will let me (or the church office) know
by Wednesday, April 13, that they will attend. The service will begin at 8:30am—and will last only 45 minutes (the
sanctuary is needed by our musicians at 9:30am). The service will not have the celebratory additions of the later service (e.g., choir, brass, nursery, etc.), but will provide the following:
A worship time to be together on “big Easter” with a smaller band of worshippers
The opportunity to physically distance in the sanctuary (no crowded pews)
To worship in a simpler way…without the crowds, the parking issues, etc.
Again, I or the church office will need to hear by Wednesday, April 13. “Twelve” seemed a good Biblical number to
assess whether there will be sufficient participation in an early, 8:30am Easter service.
Peace,
William
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Columbarium Update
Leitner is scheduled to begin work on the Columbarium on May 2,
with construction wrapping up by the end of June. Task Force
members are currently working to finalize plans for the Memorial
Garden and associated landscaping. As of March 30th, 20 of 48
Columbarium niches have been reserved, and 7 of 129 plaques
have been purchased. We are requesting members who are interested in reserving a niche or purchasing a plaque to please formalize
their interest now by submitting the appropriate form(s) along
with the required fee(s). Since the project is self-funded, we need
to have the money in our project account to pay the construction
bills. If you have any questions or need any additional information, please contact one of the Task Force members (Kathy
Pender, Mimi Goodner, Barry Goodner, Joe Hardy, Bob Norwood, Kara Wheeler, or Bob Ballard). Thanks to those members
who have already chosen to participate in this opportunity.

Angela & Scott Harris

We Worship The Living God With Joy And Thanksgiving!
Palm Sunday
Children are invited to begin our worship service on April 10th, Palm
Sunday, waving palms in our palm processional. Please meet in the
Groom's Room at 10:45am (sitting area in the hallway at the corner
of Main & Saluda streets at the front of the church).
We will be preparing the Palm Crosses on Saturday, April 9th
in the narthex at 9:30 am. Everyone is invited to join us.

Elizabeth & Henry Owen
Mary Alice & Lettie

Maundy Thursday Service
Our Maundy Thursday April 14th service will be at 6:30 pm in
the sanctuary and a nursery will be provided. This is a somber
service with communion to help us remember Jesus’ acknowledgement that he will be betrayed and continues to reflect the
darkness that occurs before Easter.

Flowering of the Cross
Easter Sunday, April 17th at 10:00 am, we will have our church-wide
breakfast in Hopkins Hall and Flowering of the Cross. Sunday School
Classes will not meet. Please bring any blooms or greenery from your
yard to help adorn the cross or bring some from your grocery floral center.
We encourage everyone to help with this tradition. A light breakfast and
coffee will be served.

Our 11:00 am Easter Service will include
brass instrumentalists.

The church office will
be closed on Monday,
April 18th in
observance of Easter.

(8:30 am Early Service: tentative plan...see front page)
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April Deacons on Call
Faye Ballard
Sam Curry
Wayne Terry
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Greetings from the Library!
Picks of the Month
THE LAST WEEK: The Day-by-Day Account
of Jesus' Final Week in Jerusalem
Borg, Marcus J. (232.96 BOR)
The Last Week depicts Jesus
giving up his life to protest
power without justice and to
condemn the rich who lack
concern for the poor. In this
vein, at the end of the week
Jesus marches up Calvary, offering himself as a model for
others to do the same when
they are confronted by similar
issues. Informed, challenged, and inspired, we
not only meet the historical Jesus, but meet a
new Jesus who engages us and invites us to
follow him.
God Gave Us Easter
Bergren, Lisa Tawn [E] BER
God Gave Us Easter features
the adorable polar bear Little
Cub, talking with her father
and learning about God's
design for the Easter season
and what it really means.
"God loved us so much he
wanted us to always be with
him too. That’s why God knew he’d need to
give us Easter.”
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Paul Horne
Anna Roberson
Deena Campbell
Rod Hicks
Henry Goodner
T.J. Comer
Anne Kendall
Paul Hemphill
Butch Blanchard
Jane Williams
Susannah Hayes
Nora Stevenson
Patrick Alexander
Joanne Edwards
Mimi Goodner
Joseph Hunsucker
Brynn Park
Allen Sheppard
Ben Sheppard
Derek Harper
Cathy Kayser
Will Gresham
John Demchak (son)
Carol Butler
Jamison Deese
Reese Elston
Michele Murdoch
Betty Johnson
Se Murdoch
Taylor Chubb
Parker Joiner

Committee Meetings
Tuesday, April 5
6:30 pm Deacons Meeting
Monday, April 11
5:30 pm Property Committee
Wednesday, April 20
6:00 pm Session

Wednesday, April 20
6:30 pm Finance Committee

April 3

April 10 Palm Sunday
Joseph Hunsucker &
Elizabeth Roberson
April 14 Maundy Thursday
Ann Lowery Faircloth
April 17 Easter Sunday
Maddie Skinner &
Michael Green
April 24 Ann Lowr y Faircloth
Contact Sheryl Smith if you are unable to
serve on your scheduled date.

Acolyte training for both current
and new acolytes will be held
May 22 at 9:00 am in the
Sanctuary.
Rising third
graders and anyone else
interested in serving in our
worship service as an acolyte are welcome to
attend. It is very important that current
acolytes attend this training as well.
For more information and to confirm you will
attend, contact Sheryl or Tara.

@
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We pray for others because Jesus has taught us to. We share each other’s
burdens and seek God’s comfort.
Our Prayer Ministry is now accepting prayer requests. You may provide as much or as
little information as you wish and know that prayers will be offered at a moment’s notice.
We are including the guidelines as reminders when you are submitting requests:
The Prayer Ministry was started within the Diaconate as a confidential means of prayer
request for FPC members and immediate family members. This was amended to immediate family per Richard as the requests got out of hand and that was not the original intent. The actual request needs to come from the person needing/requesting prayer
or an immediate family member.
A prayer request through the Prayer Ministry is not made public to the congregation
without the permission of the person the prayer request is for. This is due to the confidentiality of this Group.
Prayer requests that come through the Prayer Ministry and are posted within the Newsletter, E-News, etc need to be followed up so they can be removed when appropriate.
Contact Diane Bailey (803-242-2391or cockymom1234@gmail.com).

PRAYER LIST
Please keep these members of our congregation in your prayers:
Health Concerns: Beth Easley, Worth Kendall, Mary Tice, Audrey Moore, Ann
Dahlin, Nancy Jones, Shirley Burton, Alvane Deal, Bill Kayser, Nancy
Wineland and Izzy Brooks.
Christian Sympathy: Lena Hopkins and her family in the death of her
sister, Mrs. Myrtle Bishop.
Family of Virginia Walkup. Mrs. Walkup passed away on March 22nd.
Family of Rev. Dr. Bill Hayes. Rev. Hayes passed away on March 26th.
Friends and Family Members to keep in our prayers:
Judy Holmes - (Chemo)
Carol Hines - (Susan Demchak's friend)
Keira Esposito - (Sanfilipppo Syndr ome)
Cheryl Hoffman
Izzy Brooks

Please keep the following members of the military in your
prayers:
Stephen “Anthony” Bradley
(Teresa Bradley’s son & Jean
Horton's grandson)
Navy
Matthew Blackwelder
Blackwelder, Matthew B.
Navy
Matt, Kellie and Jackson Blackwelder
Major and Mrs. Ryan Middleton (Laura Keely)
Air Force

If you or someone you know has a pastoral need, please contact Kara
Wheeler or Rev. Dr. William C. Pender. You can also contact the church
office (328-2467; firstpresrh@gmail.com) or one of the deacons on call.
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Ladies Out to Lunch meets every Sunday
after worship. You are invited to join us for
good food, fellowship, and fun!
The Retirees Luncheon will be held at its usual time
and place on Thursday, April 14, at the Little Cafe
in the Commons. We will gather at noon and Chip
Hutchison will be talking with us about Historic
Rock Hill.
Ladies Night Out will meet at Gar den Café
in York on Thursday, April 21st at 6 pm.
Please RSVP by noon on Wednesday, April
20th.

Dear FPC Family,
Thank you to everyone for the
cards on my birthday, sympathy cards when my sister
passed away, and all the
thoughts, phone calls
and
prayers I received from all of
you. I am so blessed to be a
part of such a wonderful
church family and blessed with
wonderful friendships. You all
mean so much to me.
Lena Hopkins

Our utmost thanks to the Congregational Care Committee
for the delicious meal provided
during Nancy’s period of healing after her knee replacement.
It was much appreciated.
Larry and Nancy Wineland

Women’s
Come join the fun!

Save the

FPC Montreat Family Weekend
September 30 - October 2
Reservation Sunday dates: May 1 & May 15

Date!

If you would like to receive a
written copy of the Sunday
Sermon by email each week,
please notify the church office.
We will be glad to add you to
the email list.
firstpresrh@gmail.com
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Don’t’ forget to join us for Sunday
School at 10:00 am!
Classes for Preschoolers (Rm.# 112)
Grade School Children (Rm. #219)
Youth (Rm. #218)
And Adults:
Seekers (Rm.#217)
Crossroads (Rm.#225)
Berean & New Covenant (Rm.#220)

YOUTH NEWS
Youth Sunday is May 15th, including high school recognition.
 Youth Group will meet on April
24th at 4:30.
 Thanks to our youth for helping
at the Egg Hunt on April 3rd.


Celebrating our Graduates!
Attention all Seniors! If you ar e gr aduating fr om high school or college this year ,
please let us know. Email the church office and include the institution you are graduating
from.

VBS
Join us on Adventure Island from 5:30 -7:00 pm,
May 22, 23, 24 for our Summer Kick-Off: VBS
Style! We will explore God’s call for friends to
listen, care, and forgive.

An Adventure Island Family Night Program will
be held on May 25.
Registration opening soon!

Our church supports Safe Passage in Rock Hill
through our Mission & Outreach budget.
This month, we are also supporting them during
Child Abuse Prevention month by collecting
toilet paper, paper towels, and household cleaning
supplies.
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We serve others through sharing the gifts
of the Holy Spirit.
Yarns of Love – Since the Yarns of Love group began
in 2013, many new church members have joined that
may not know exactly what it is, what we do, or how to
become involved. After a short crochet class taught by
member, Linda Hutchison, several ladies wanted to
continue to meet and crochet/knit together. With
session’s approval, Yarns of Love was formed in September 2013 to make prayer
shawls/lapghans to benefit the patients of Hospice & Community Care and our own
church members who suffer serious illnesses. Later the ladies also began to make a
white blanket for each baby born into our congregation. The members of Yarns of
Love have changed somewhat over the years, but usually the group consists of about
eight ladies who faithfully meet together each Thursday afternoon at 3:00 in the
church parlor. If you would like to join us, you are welcome! For anyone who wants
to learn, there are willing teachers available to help you get started into this most
rewarding activity. Anyone who would like to support this ministry without knitting
or crocheting, monetary donations are always gratefully received. (Since inception, the
group has made and donated over 1100 shawls or lapghans. The cost of yarn for one
finished piece is approximately $10 or more.) The ladies of YOL are happy to answer
any questions you may have. Just ask!

Dorothy Day
Soup Kitchen
Ladies will meet on Thursday,
April 28th fr om 10:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m. We help cook for the
Soup Kitchen on Crawford
Road. Anyone interested should
call or email Wendy Blanchard.

Faye Ballard, Karen Holt, Cathy Kayser, Carol Lambert, Mary Anne Sheppard, Carroll Terry,
and Jane Williams.
Help for HOPE – During the month of April, please consider donating
cans/jars of fruit to benefit the clients of Project Hope. Any brand and
any variety (peaches, pineapple, apricots, fruit cocktail, applesauce, etc.) is
needed and appreciated. Please bring the fruit and put the cans/jars in
the box in the narthex by Sunday, April 24. The donated fruit will be
delivered to the pantry of Project Hope to benefit those most in need.
Please accept a heartfelt thank you from the Mission Outreach
Committee and the clients who will receive our donations.
One Great Hour of Sharing - OGHS
Around the world, millions of people lack access to
sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education,
and opportunity. The three programs supported by One
Great Hour of Sharing—Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of
People—all work in different ways to serve individuals and
communities in need.
Received during the season of Lent, each gift to OGHS
helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging
situations. The final offering will be collected on Easter
Sunday, although, your financial donations are greatly
appreciated and welcome anytime throughout the season of
Lent.

One Great Hour of Sharing ...
Together we make a difference.
Our final collection for OGHS will be
received on Easter Sunday.

Hunger Outreach Program
(HOP)
On the 4th Tuesday of each
month (with the exception of
June, July and August), our
church participates in the
“Hunger Outreach Program”.
We are a member of a consortium of several churches who
meet and prepare approximately
240 meals, which are bagged
and delivered to the hungry and
needy in our community. Our
next HOP meeting is on
Tuesday, April 26th at 2:00
pm. Contact Chr isty Goodner
or Wendy Blanchard if you
would like to be a part of this
ministry.

Page 7

First Presbyterian Church
234 East Main Street
POST OFFICE BOX 1011
ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA 29731

Return Service Requested

The Officers of First Presbyterian Church

Staff Contact Information
Church Office: (803) 328-2467
Rev Dr. William C. Pender
Interim

Members of the Session
Class of 2022
Barry Goodner
Cynthia Johnson
Joanne Lehman
Robert Pender
Sheryl Smith

Class of 2023
Bob Ballard
Kathy Blackwelder
Jennifer Green
Jean Horton
Bob Norwood
Elder Emeritus
Margaret Ann Tice

Class of 2024
Matt Elston
Charles Gresham
Bev Keely
Michele Murdoch
Tara Park

Kara Wheeler
Director of Family Ministries
Dr. Donald M. Rogers
Director of Music
M. L. Marley
Organist
Joanne Stogner
Administrative Assistant

Robyn Brown
Financial Secretary

Members of the Diaconate
Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Lindsey Skinner
Ellie Dawson
Faye Ballard
Steve Mullinax
Diane Bailey

Sam Curry
Tom Hickman
Mickey Johnson
Rob Joiner
Christine White

Gordon Barrett
Deneen Gresham
Freeman Sturgis
Wayne Terry
Linder Tucker

