As a diverse family of believers in Jesus Christ, our mission is to glorify God
by celebrating and sharing God’s renewing and transforming love as:
We worship the living God with joy and thanksgiving.
We teach the Word of God to deepen our faith and to grow in
our love for Jesus Christ.
We serve others through sharing the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We fellowship to enrich and energize our life together as a congregation.
We nurture and embrace all God’s children.
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New year…old year. How are things at First Presbyterian Church? One measurement is “numbers.” In 2021,
we received 21 new members (whoopee!). Financially, the dollar amount contributed toward pledges was higher
than the total of the original pledges (that’s a novelty!). Then, we could do some assessment of our activity: Sunday worship, special services, local mission participation, Sunday School, small group gatherings, officer leadership, etc. Numbers and activities are decent indicators of vitality and life—and First Presbyterian, Rock Hill has
good numbers and expansive activities.
However, for us as the body of Christ, the real measure is how are we doing as “the hands and feet of Christ?”
One of the simplest measures that I have heard is bound up in the motto, “Worship, plus two.” That is, our
weekly assessment is the following: How have I worshipped this week…and what two things am I doing that are
a direct expression of my being a part of the body of Christ. Worship, plus two.
The two things don’t have to be “churchy” (that is, happening at the church). I knew a saint who picked up litter
on her regular walks. Picking up litter is not necessarily a direct expression of being part of the body of Christ,
though it is for the “common good.” No, but when she picked up the litter, she pushed herself not to make snap
judgements on the seemingly “lousy people” who litter. Instead of making critical judgments, she would pray
for those whose lives were so disconnected. She knew she did not litter, in part because she took delight and
comfort in being a “good neighbor.” How sad, she thought, are those who do not feel so connected…who lack
the benefit of “neighborliness.” She shifted from judgement to empathy! And that was a direct expression of
being part of the body of Christ.
Worship, plus two. So, how are things with you as “the hands and feet of the body of Christ?
Peace,
William
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Congratulations to proud parents, Brandon and Keleigh James
on the arrival of their sweet baby girl, Mills Kathryne “Millie”
James. Millie was born on January 27th. Proud grandmother is
Kathy James.

Congratulations to Drew and Meredith Cloninger who were married on
Saturday, January 29th. Drew is the son of Patti and Andy Cloninger.

Email the church office if you would like to receive a copy of the Daily Lenten Devotions. We will be sending them individually rather than church wide and will be
glad to send it to you in March at the beginning of Lent.

FPC Friends,
Thank you for the kind
cards, letters, emails, and
calls during my time of
grief in the passing of my
wife, Bonnie. I cherish
your friendships and miss
you all.
Sincerely,
Dick Carr

Save the date - March 2nd at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary.

The Pastor’s Bible Study meets on Thursday mornings at 10am in the session
room (#220). The topic is The Lord’s Prayer. This is a hybrid opportunity for
those not able to join in person but would like to join via Zoom. Contact William
at wmpenderfpcrh@gmail.com with questions or for the Zoom link.

If you did not receive our
updated
Friends
&
Family FPC Directory by
email last week and
would like to, please
email the church office.
Likewise, if you noticed
we need to update contact
information for you,
please let us know.

If you would like to receive a written copy of the Sunday sermon by email each
week, please notify the church office. We will be glad to add you to the email list.
firstpresrh@gmail.com
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1

Matt Bradshaw

3

Jamie Allen

4

Bill Abernathy
Gary Johnson
Sara Jurado

5

Hiram Hutchison

7

Mickey Johnson
Clyde Murphy

Greetings from the Library!
Picks of the Month
Walking with God: talk to him,
hear from him, really
Eldredge, John 248.4 ELD
Moves through a year in the life of John Eldredge, showing and teaching what an intimate
relationship with God looks like day to day.

9

Lee Goodner

10

Sandia Wakefield

12

Robert Pender

13

Jillian Smith

Committee Meetings
Tuesday, February 1
6:30 pm Deacons
Monday, February 14
5:30 pm Property
Wednesday, February 16
6:30 pm Finance
Thursday, February 17
6:00 pm Session

Cecily Zelinski
14

Eileen Barrett
Betsy Curley

15

Dillon Luse

16

Hildegard Liewald

17

Bill Lehman
Don Rogers

20

Michelle Taylor

21

Nick Delgado

Acolyte Schedule
Feb 6
Feb 13
Feb 20
Feb 27

Libba Fair cloth
Mar shall Rikar d
Evan Hicklin
Car oline Kay

Contact Sheryl Smith if you
are unable to serve on your
scheduled date.

Susan Demchak
22
Arthur's Valentine
Brown, Marc [E] BRO
Valentine's Day is just a few days away and
Arthur can't figure out who his secret admirer
is. It might be Fern, but he hopes it's Sue Ellen.
Or is it Buster playing pranks? Can you guess?

Matthew Rentschler
Janice Henry

23

Sutton Harper

Greg Lathan
25

Libba Faircloth

27

Vicky Dodge

28

Julia Keener

Ring Those Bells!
All children and youth are
invited to ring the church bell
on Sunday mornings. If you
are interested, contact Sheryl
Smith.
sherylsmith@comporium.net
@
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We pray for others because Jesus has taught us to. We share each other’s
burdens and seek God’s comfort.
Our Prayer Ministry is now accepting prayer requests. You may provide as much or as little
information as you wish and know that prayers will be offered at a moment’s notice.
We are including the guidelines as reminders when you are submitting requests:





The Prayer Ministry was started within the Diaconate as a confidential means of prayer
request for FPC members and immediate family members. This was amended to immediate family per Richard as the requests got out of hand and that was not the original
intent. The actual request needs to come from the person needing/requesting prayer or an immediate family member.
A prayer request through the Prayer Ministry is not made public to the congregation
without the permission of the person the prayer request is for. This is due to the confidentiality of this Group.
Prayer requests that come through the Prayer Ministry and are posted within the Newsletter, E-News, etc need to be followed up so they can be removed when appropriate.
Contact Diane Bailey (803-242-2391or cockymom1234@gmail.com).

PRAYER LIST
Please keep these members of our congregation in your prayers:
Health Concerns: Beth Easley, Worth Kendall, Mary Tice, Audrey Moore, Ann
Dahlin, and Alvane Deal.
Christian Sympathy
Gene Black in the death of his uncle.
Gene Black - 2243 Boheler Rd., Clover, SC 29710
Friends and Family Members to keep in our prayers:
Judy Holmes - (Chemo)108 Brook Trout Court, Lexington, SC 29072
Carol Hines - (Susan Demchak's friend) 1106 Christopher Circle, 29730
Keira Esposito-(Sanfilipppo Syndr ome)746 Quicksilver Tr ail, For t Mill,
29708
Cheryl Hoffman - 1440 Faires Rd., 29730

Please keep the following members of the military in your
prayers:
Stephen “Anthony” Bradley
(Teresa Bradley’s son & Jean
Horton's grandson)
Navy:
515 Chesterfield Rd
Hampton, VA 23661
Matthew Blackwelder
Blackwelder, Matthew B.
Navy:
Matt, Kellie and Jackson Blackwelder
120 Kenneth Cr
Newport News, VA 23602
Major and Mrs. Ryan Middleton (Laura Keely)
Air Force
502 Garden Oaks Cove
Niceville, Fl 32578

If you or someone you know has a pastoral need, please contact Kara
Wheeler, Rev. Dr. William C. Pender or George White . You can also
contact the church office (328-2467; firstpresrh@gmail.com) or one of
the deacons on call.
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Flower Calendar
Ladies Night Out will meet at Red Bowl on Febr uar y 17th at 6 pm.
Please RSVP by noon on Wednesday, February 16th.
linder16@comporium.net

Ladies Out to Lunch meets every Sunday after worship for lunch. You are invited to join us for good food,
fellowship, and fun!

Check out the 2022 Flower
Calendar on the bulletin
board outside the church
office. There are several
dates available for you to
place flowers in the sanctuary for worship on Sundays
to recognize birthdays, anniversaries, or in memory
of family and friends.
And as always, you may
call or email the church office and we will be glad to
check available dates for
you and add you to the list.

Women’s

Worship Reminders
Please remain standing in
the pew as the acolyte
carries the light of Christ
out of the sanctuary. Our
service concludes after
the acolyte has left the
sanctuary.
 Please silence your phone
when you enter the sanctuary.
 Leave all beverages outside the sanctuary.


Men’s Fellowship will meet on Thursday, February 24th.
Watch for details in the Weekly E-News.

FPC Retirees’ Lunch will not meet in Febr uar y. We ar e looking for ward to meeting again in March.
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Save the Date for Summer 2022!
We hope the total cost for each youth is no
more than $250 with our fundraising. Invite a
friend to join you for these fun summer 2022
camp experiences! Let Kara know of your
interest & availability ASAP!

Women’s Crossroads Fellowship will meet for brunch at Flipside on March 6 following woship. Sheri Pender will be our
guest speaker. Cost is $20/person. RSVP with Kara by
March 1.

We Worship The Living God With Joy And Thanksgiving!
Join us on Sunday morning at 10:15 am for Chancel Choir Rehearsal. Reading music is not a
requirement-just a love of singing, enjoying fellowship with a tight-knit group of devoted and
talented people, and an opportunity to sing quality church music. If you are interested, contact Don
Rogers (rogersdm@comporium.net or 803-448-3975).
SOLI DEO GLORIA! SING FOR JOY!

After assessing the current situation, we have made the decision to postpone the start-up of our children’s choir
program due to the large increase of the COVID-19 Omicron virus. Thank you for your continued patience and
understanding.
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We serve others through sharing the gifts
of the Holy Spirit.

The ladies who participate in Yarns of Love feel very fortunate because they can
show love every day, not just on Valentine’s Day. Knitting/crocheting prayer
shawls or lapghans and contributing them to the patients of Hospice and
Community Care who need to feel the love and comfort during their times of
need, enables the ladies to share the love of Christ. “A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.”
John 13:34
From your friends in Yarns of Love - Faye Ballard, Karen Holt, Cathy Kayser,
Carol Lambert, Mary Anne Sheppard, Carroll Terry, and Jane Williams.

Dorothy Day
Soup Kitchen
Ladies will meet on Thursday,
February 24th fr om 10:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. We help cook
for the Soup Kitchen on Crawford Road. Anyone interested
should call or email Wendy
Blanchard.
(wendy1081@icloud.com)

Hunger Outreach Program
(HOP)

Help for Hope: For our church’s February contribution to Project Hope, please
consider bringing one or more bags of dried beans to benefit the clients. It
doesn’t have to be name brand; store brand is fine. All varieties of dried beans are
needed: pinto, black-eyed peas, navy, red, kidney beans, etc. Bring in your
contribution and leave it in the narthex by February 21. All food collected will be
taken to the HOPE House the next week. Your contributions are appreciated by
the Mission Committee and more importantly, the recipients who need it most.

On the 4th Tuesday of each
month (with the exception of
June, July and August), our
church participates in the
“Hunger Outreach Program”.
We are a member of a consortium of several churches who
meet and prepare approximately
240 meals, which are bagged
and delivered to the hungry and
needy in our community. Our
next HOP meeting is on
Tuesday, February 22nd
Contact Christy Goodner or
Wendy Blanchard if you would
like to be a part of this ministry.
wendy1081@icloud.com
christygoodner@comporium.net

First Presbyterian Church
234 East Main Street
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ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA 29731
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The Officers of First Presbyterian Church

Staff Contact Information
Church Office: (803) 328-2467

Members of the Session
Class of 2022
Barry Goodner
Cynthia Johnson
Joanne Lehman
Robert Pender
Sheryl Smith

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Bob Ballard
Kathy Blackwelder
Jennifer Green
Jean Horton
Bob Norwood
Elder Emeritus
Margaret Ann Tice

Matt Elston
Charles Gresham
Bev Keely
Michele Murdoch
Tara Park

Rev Dr. William C. Pender
Interim
wmpenderfpcrh@gmail.com
(803) 372-1197
Kara Wheeler
Director of Family Ministries
kwheelerfpcrh@gmail.com
(803) 818-1212
Dr. Donald M. Rogers
Director of Music
rogersdm@comporium.net
M. L. Marley
Organist
Marion.marley@atriumhealth.org

Members of the Diaconate
Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Lindsey Skinner
Ellie Dawson
Faye Ballard
Steve Mullinax
Diane Bailey

Sam Curry
Tom Hickman
Mickey Johnson
Rob Joiner
Christine White

Gordon Barrett
Deneen Gresham
Freeman Sturgis
Wayne Terry
Linder Tucker

Joanne Stogner
Administrative Assistant
firstpresrh@gmail.com
Robyn Brown
Financial Secretary
rbrownfirstpres@gmail.com

